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The worldwide Organization of the Red Cross stems from the ideal of Henri Dunant, a Swiss
Banker. In 1838, at the age of ten, Dunant was taken by his father to visit a prison, there he saw
prisoners chained together exercising in the yard and breaking stones along the road.This experience
left a deep impression on him and made him determined to do something for convicts and slaves
and for all who were oppressed and deprived of their liberty.

On 24th June 1859 while on his way from Geneva to France, Dunant witnessed the battle
between the French and Austrian armies. It was one of the fiercest battles of the 19th century.
Shocked by the lack of medical supplies and attention given to the wounded, Dunant decided that a
volunteer service had to be organized. He gathered together a number of women who attended to
the hundreds of wounded soldiers of all nationalities and helped the surgeons as best they could.
From that battle Dunant determined to form a body of people who would rally together in times of
war and attend to the needs of wounded and dying.

Dunant held that a suffering human being should be helped for his own sake only and without
regard to race, religion, or political beliefs. Many European states supported him and on 22nd
August 1864 the first Geneva Convention was signed. This lays down that once a soldier is
wounded he and everyone else who comes to his help ceases to be an enemy. A symbol by which
the relief workers could be recognized was devised. As a tribute to Switzerland, the symbol was
the Swiss flag reversed. That is a red cross on a white ground. So the Red Cross was born.
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Adults are getting smarter about how smart babies are. Not long ago, researches learned that four
day olds could understand addition and subtraction. Now, British research psychologist Gram
Shaffer has discovered that infants can learn words or uncommon things long before they can speak.
He found that nine month old infants could be taught through repeated show and tell to recognize the
names of objects that were foreign to them, a result that challenges in some ways, the received
wisdom that apart from learning to identify things common to their daily lives, children don’t being
to build vocabulary until well into their second year. “It’s no secret that children learn words, but the
words they tend to know are linked to specific situations in the home,” explains Shaffer.
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This is the first demonstration that we can choose what words the children will learn and
that they can respond to them with an unfamiliar voice giving instructions in an unfamiliar setting.
“Figuring out how human acquire language may shed light on why some children learn to read and
write later than others,” Shaffer says, “and could lead to better treatments for developed mental
problems.” What’s more, the study of language acquisition offers direct insight into how
humans learn. “Language is a test case for human cognitive development,” says Shaffer, “but
parents eager to teach their infants should take note: Even without being taught new words, a
control group caught up with the other infants within a few months.” “This is not about
advancing development”, he says, “it’s just about what children can do at an earlier age than what
educators have often thought.”
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M: Mary, could you please tell Thomas to contact me? I was hoping he would be able to help me out
with the freshmen orientation program next week.

W: I would certainly tell him if I saw him, but I haven’t seen him around for quite a few days.

Q: What does the woman mean?

A) She met with Thomas just a few days ago.
B) She can help with orientation program.

C) She is not sure she can pass on the message.
D) She will certainly try to contact Thomas.
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M: I am afraid there won’t be time to do another tooth today. Make sure you don’t eat anything like
stakes for the next few hours, and we’ll fill the other cavity tomorrow.

W: All right. Actually, I must hurry to the library to return some books.

Q: Where does the conversation most probably take place?

A)At a bookstore. O)In a restaurant.
B)At the dentist’s. D)In the library.
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Newscaster:

Stan:

Newscaster:

Stan:

Newscaster:
Stan:

Newscaster:

Stan:

Newscaster:

Questions:

We interrupt our regular scheduled news program to bring you live up-to-date coverage
on the civil unrest in the newly formed country of Karnak, where our man Stan Field-
ing is stationed. Stan . . .

This is Stan Fielding reporting live from the outskirts of the capital city. Just 20 minutes
ago, rebel forces launched the biggest offensive against the ruling government in the
18-month conflict here in this country.

Now Stan, is this a sign that the peace process has been totally abandoned?

Well, so far, peace negotiations have failed, and any resolution to quell the civil war
appears bleak at this point. As you can see . . . Whoa!

Stan, Stan, are you there?

Uh, yes, Bob. As you can probably hear behind me, rebel forces are also using heavy
artillery to pound government strongholds around the city center. Rebel forces are
closing in, and it’s feared that they will be able to take the capital building before sunup
where it is believed, many government officials are holding out.

Now, besides the heavy fighting, what other pressing concerns are there for the citi-
zens of the city?

Well, since the beginning of the conflict, starvation, clean water, and adequate shelter
have been the biggest daily obstacles facing the citizens of this torn country. It is
believed that over 40,000 people, mostly children, have starved to death. Land mines
have claimed countless other lives. Fortunately, no epidemics have broken out, but
that is always a concern if this war lingers on.

Okay, that was Stan Fielding reporting. And we will keep you up-to-date as this story
continues to unfold.

1. What is the news converage mainly about?

2. What does the the reporter Stan Fielding say about the situation in Karnak?
3. At what time of day do you think this news report is being made?

4. What is the pressing concern of the citizens of Karnak?
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Born and raised in central Ohio, I’m a country girl through and through. I’'m currently studying
to become a physical therapist, a career path that marks a great achievement for me.

At Ohio State University, admission into the physical therapy program is intensely competitive.
I made it pass the first cut the first year I applied, but was turned down for admission. I was crushed,
because for years I have been determined to become a physical therapist. I received advice from
friends and relatives about changing my major and finding another course for my life.

I just couldn’t do it. I knew I could not be as happy in another profession. So I stilled myself,
began to work seriously for another year and reapplied. Happily I received notice of my admission.
Later, I found out that less than 15% of the applicant had been offered positions that year.

Now in the first two years of professional training, I couldn’t be happier with my decision not
to give up on my dream. My father told me that if I wanted it badly enough, I would get in. Well,
Daddy, I wanted it. So there. After graduation, I would like to travel to another country, possibly a
Latin American country and work in a children’s hospital for a year or two. So many of the children
there are physically handicapped but most hospitals don’t have the funding to hire trained staff to
care for them properly. I would like to change that somehow.

Questions:

1. What is the speaker’s field of study?

2. According to the speaker, what contributed to her admission to Ohio State University?
3. Why does the speaker want to go to a Latin American country?
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He was a funny looking man with a cheerful face, good natured and a great talker. He was
described by his student, the great philosopher Plato, as “the best and most just and wisest man”. Yet
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this same man was condemned to death for his beliefs.

The man was the Greek philosopher, Socrates, and he was condemned for not believing in the

recognized gods and for corrupting young people. The second charge stemmed from his associa-
tion with numerous young men who came to Athens from all over the civilized world to study under
him.

Socrates’ method of teaching was to ask questions and, by pretending not to know the answers,

to press his students into thinking for themselves. His teachings had unsurpassed influence on all
the great Greek and Roman schools of philosophy. Yet, for all his fame and influence, Socrates
himself never wrote a word.

Socrates encouraged new ideas and free thinking in the young, and this was frightening to
the conservatives in Athens. They wanted him silenced. Yet, many were probably surprised that he
accepted death so readily.

Socrates had the right to ask for a lesser penalty, and he probably could have persuaded
the jury to change the verdict. But Socrates, as a firm believer in law, reasoned that it was proper
to submit to the death sentence. So he calmly accepted his fate and drank a cup of poison in the
presence of his grief-stricken friends and students.
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