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The Republic

[ Piato

(EERT)

W B (Plato, 427—347 B.CHORAGHHBEEE. AFEZR
MG EXEEMBA.

AR & FRIGESERH BN — P RERE, AhRE)
BT R 8R , WA R hL I RO 18 B 1 6k 72 5 M8 LR B3R
LA MIE . AL FETR /S , A0 fr B8 3 F M S, Y b ot P 0 Y 4
EE. BHEAFRFEHCERE TR, 0 FeHERRRE,H
REQNTHE, HEXR, RS TAHI L. FHMNENHF
BZ L 2RI YNBRHBRERNEEECEXNPL,H
BAT 6 HENFEART IR FRITEA. HEELEZRY—
fREHBENBER.

HALE M BAER PR 35 B ERTEFEP. X
BOFELNERNTEFERLYF AP ERTEBRZ KR,
RETHRLCHE.EX T . IH.HEXLELEXKSAR,
REREETANESRBE . ERTEHEREKMNELE TS
R FRTEERRHEN, ARBRA LR BR Y —F$ o
EER.




2 The Republic

HREAR, EAMNST SN EY T LR — &, RA
THEE., MARER “BEER N BEHARNFE, A&
RFEBRBANBEYEHAL . BORE . ARARHIR; MBS
BROBESARERK KEAZE, FRRHNR ERSHFH. A
EEYBERBEN, HROBERHRA . b, AEEKS
FHHRRMFTYFHALEHUBE TERURRBERRER
MTHAFHH FUZEHEL RREMERE HEEFEFHA
FEHHERZORAEN.

ERESCHER AR ERE T B3, A R R
Aﬁwumﬂ?ﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁAWWUFﬁ Fﬂﬁ*#&%
@biXW%%ﬁ

HAEN RS ARE EF QR CGREE) QRN (¥
EY PRE JOE 2V PNEAR:E § PNC E-53 N (%ﬁﬁ) €3 W
%,

RTER]

(3848 B ) (The Republic) R B+ 3 K 1 b a9 B4E,
RONAREE EWMREEN BT LLN. AV E,.%
b 203 B YN Libim ﬁ#é@%ﬂ%ﬂz X 7 7 S8 AR 3 4k By
RRETREER.

SR EGRGHE—F (BERRAMEER SEEE
FiKUBRFHRREROUR”, ZBURLEXTENE
BY 23R T I038 R A B K GR35 R L 0 UM B 0 B S BN
ETER. , ‘

BUEEAY  ERREE PRI ENERFNABRRERE. B



Plato - 3

RMRLEETH BERIN ARAPH=ENESER B E . BUE
ErEE FEITER . ZREL BBV BEFENPERE
MBRIBR AEEARENEILE QX YRME . EX=F
AP B%¥XBER TTMEARZ, FHERER. I TAER
B, A FHEH#HTHEAING, LTHEARE H L EH
B AEHBEE, AfISFHM. SAHP.#%. 88, XEHHA
2 XA RBEEFE —“B”. AX—RH (BAEE LT —
MEERXMERER, W THF SIEB XML,
(AEER—-MESUHEE. ABTPRRE. ZH.AX. &
T XL BE 6 AR AE FESEFSHE. 8% R
F (1945 SFF MK E MR FKXRE, HB#H R F. M. Cornford) 8 7
BH—F EEBF N W EX—F B, EHE S o, BN
TEN SHE‘EF"RFNBS"NEER, AYREER.F
MEHMMRR, FAZ M AMEN S, A BEEZREE,

(& x1
The Allegory of the Cave

Next said I, here is a parable to illustrate the degrees in
which our nature may be enlightened or unenlightened. Fmagine
the condition of men living in a sort of cavernous chapber under-
ground, with an entrance open to the light and a long passage all
down the cave. Here they have been from childhotd, chained by
the leg 'and also by the neck, so that they ¢annot move and can
see only what is in front of them, becaise the chains will not let
them turn their heads. 'At some distance higher up is the light of
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a fire burning behind them; and between the prisoners and the
fire is a traek with a pargpet built along it like the screen at a
puppet show, which hides the performers while they show their
puppets over the top.

I see, said he.

Now behind this parapet imagine persons carrying along
various artificial objects, including figures of men and animals in
wood or stone or other materials, which project above the
parapet. Naturally, some of these persons will be. talking,
others silent.

It is a strange picture, he said, and a strange sort of
prisoners.

Like ourselves, I replied; for in the first place prisoners so
confined would have seen nothing of themselves or of one
another, except the shadows thrown by the fire-light on the wall
of the Cave facing them, would they?

Not if all their lives they had been prevented froin mowing
their heads.

And they would have seen as little of the objects carried
past.

Of course.

Now, if they could talk to one another, would they not
suppose that their words referred only to those passing shadows
which they saw?

Necessarily. ,

And suppose their prison had an echo from the wall facing
them? When one of the people crossing behind them spoke, they
cohld‘ only suppose that the sound came from the shadow passing
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before their eyes.

No doubt.

In every way, then, such prisoners would recognize as
reality nothing but the shadows of those artificial objects.

Inevitably.

Now consider what would happen if their release from the
chains and the healing of their unwisdom should come about in
this way. Suppose one of them set free and forced suddenly to
stand up, turn his head, and walk with eyes lifted to the light;
all these movements would be painful, and he would be too
dazzled to make out the objects whose shadows he had been used
to see. What do you think he would say, if someone told him
that what he had formerly seen was meaningless illusion, but
now, being somewhat nearer to reality and turned towards more
real objects, he was getting a truer view? Suppose further that
he were shown the various objects being carried by and were
made to say, in reply to questions, what each of them was.
Would he not be perplexed and believe the objects now shown
‘him to be not so real as what he formerly saw?

Yes, not nearly so real.

And if he were forced to look at the fire-light itself, would
not his eyes ache, so that he would try to escape and turn back
to the things which he could see distinctly, convinced that they
really were clearer than these other objects now being shown to
him?

Yes.

And suppose someone were to drag him away forcibly up the

steep and rugged ascent and not let him go until he had hauled
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him out into the sunlight, would he not suffer pain and vexation
at such treatment, and, when he had come out into the light,
find his eyes so full of its radiance that he could not see a single
one of the t};ings that he was now told were real?

Certainly he would not see them all at once.

He would need, then, to grow accustomed before he could
.see things in that upper world. At first it would be easiest to
make out shadows, and then the images of men and things re-
flected in water,and later on the things themselves. After that,
it would be easier to watch the heavenly bodies and the sky itself
by night, looking at the light of the moon and stars rather than
the Sun and the Sun’s light in the day-time.

Yes, surely.

Last of all, he would be able to look at the Sun and contem-
plate its nature, not as it appears when reflected in water or any
alien medium, but as it is in itself in its own domain.

No doubt.

And now he would begin to draw the conclusion that it is
the Sun that produces the seasons and the course of the year and
controls everything in the visible world, and moreover is in a
way the cause of all that he and his companions used to see.

Clearly he would come at last to that conclusion.

Then if he called to mind his fellow prisoners and what
passed for wisdom in his former dwelling-place, he would surely
think himself happy in the change and be sorry for them. They
may have had a practice of honoring and commending one
another, with prizes for the man who had the keenest eye for the

passing shadows and the best memory for the order in which they



Plato 7

followed or accompanied one another, so that he could make a
good guess as to which was going to come next. Would our re-
leased prisoner be likely to covet those prizes or to envy the men
. exalted to honour and power in the Cave? Would he not feel like
Homer’s Achilles!, that he would far sooner “be on earth as a
hired servant in the house of a landless man” or endure anything
rather than go back to his old beliefs and live in the old way?

Yes, he would prefer any fate to such a life.

Now imagine what would happen if he went down again to
take his former seat in the Cave. Coming suddenly out of the
sunlight, his eyes would be filled with darkness. He might be
required once more to deliver his opinion on those shadows, in
competition with the prisoners who had never been released,
while his eyesight was still dim and unsteady; and it might take
some time to become used to the darkness. They would laugh at
him and say that he had gone up only to come back with his sight
ruined; it was worth no one’s while even to attempt the ascent.
If they could lay hands on the man who was trying to set them
free and lead them up, they would kill him. 2

Yes, they would.

Every feature in this parable, my dear Glaucon, is meant to
fit our earlier analysis. The prison dwelling corresponds to the
region revealed to us through the sense of sight, and the fire-
light within it to the power of the Sun. The ascent to see the
things in the upper world you may take as standing for the up-
ward journey of the soul into the region of the intelligible; then
you will be in possession of what I surmise, since that is what

you wish to be told. Heaven knows whether it is true; but this,
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at any rate, is how it appears to me. In the world of knowledge,
the last thing to be perceived and only with great difficulty is the
essential Form of Goodness®. Once it is perceived, the conclusion
must follow that, for all things, this is the cause of whatever is
right and good; in the visible world it gives birth to light and to
the lord of light, while it is itself sovereign in the intelligible
world and the parent of intelligence and truth. Without having
had a vision of this Form no one can act with wisdom, either in
his own life or in matters of state.

So far as I can understand, I share your belief .. ..

You will see, then, Glaucon, that there will be no real in-
justice in compelling our philosophers to watch over and care for
the other citizens. We can fairly tell them that their compeers*in
other states may quite reasonably refuse to collaborate; there
they have sprung up, like a self-sown plant, in despite of their
country’s institutions; no one has fostered their growth, and
they cannot be expected to show gratitude for a care they have
never received. “But,” we shall say, “it is not so with you. We
have brought you into existence for your country’s sake as well
as for your own, to be like leaders and king-bees in‘a hive; you
have been better and more thoroughly educated than those others
and hence you are more capable of playing your part both as men
of thought and as men of action. You must go down, then, each
in his turn, to live with the rest and let your eyes grow accus-
tomed to the darkness. You will then see a thousand times better
than those who live there always; you will recognize every image
for what it is and know what it represents, because you have

seen justice, beauty, and goodness in their reality; and so you
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and we shall find life in our commonwealth no mere dream, as it
is in most existing states, where men live fighting one another
about shadows and quarrelling for power, as if that were a great
prize; whereas in truth government can be at its best and free
from dissension only where the destined rulers are least desirous

of holding office. ”
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