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Unit 1

Listening & Speaking Practice
Guided Conversations

Sample Conversations

Read the following conversations, paying attention to the underlined parts. Then
practise the conversations with your partner.

1. A:
B:
A:
B:

What do you think of education in Britain?
The trouble with education in Britain, I think, lies with the teac_:hers.
The teachers? Why do you say so?

Well, I don’ t think teachers get nearly enough training in actually how to teach.
They’re too serious, too academic; they’re not imaginative enough.

So do you mean that there’s not enough excitement in the classroom for students
to get interested in the subject?

You got it. That’s true.

It seems to me that examinations do more harm than good. We spend so much
time reviewing for examinations that we haven’t enough time for new work!

: Ldon’t think so. Without exams, no one would do any review. We would soon

forget everything. The only time I do any work is when there’s going to be an
exam!

That’s only true for you. Many students work steadily all the time and
they remember what they learn.

That’s not how [ see it. I think many people wouldn’t do any work at all. At least
I wouldn’t. Besides, without exams, how could employers decide whether to
give us jobs?

The teachers could write reports about us. Examinations can be unreliable, don’t
you think so? Our teachers know us well, don’t they?

Yes, they do. That’s why I would rather have examinations!




Bank of Useful Expressions

Asking for and Giving Opinions
1. What do you think of/about...? 1. In my opinion, /If you ask me,...
2. What’s your stand/opinion on...? 2. As far as I’'m concerned, I think. ..
3. Any idea about...? 3. It seems to me that...
4. Do you mean/think...? 4. T’d like to point out that. ..
5. Why do you say so? 5. I think/I don’t think...
Agreeing and Disagreeing -
1. T think/suppose so, too. 1. Well, you have a point there, but...
2. You got it. 2. Maybe you are right, but...
3. That’s just how I feel/see it. 3. That’s not how I see it.
4. I couldn’t agree more. ) i 4. Yes, that’s quite true, but...
5. You can say that again./You said 5. On the contrary, I think...
it./You can bet on that.

Speaking Tasks

Task 1  Create a dialogue with your partner by using the useful expressions in the
Bank.
Situation: You and your classmate just attended Professor Marshall’s lecture. Now

you are exchanging your opinion on the lecture with him/her.

Task 2 Complete the short dialogue by following the example in the Bank and
the Sample Conversations above.

A: Tintend to send Mingming to Yuquan Primary School. (1) ?

B: Well, (2) , Xinhua Primary School may be better, for both
its teaching staff and equipment are the best in the city.

A: Yes, (3) , but compared with Yuquan, Xinhua is farther from our
home.

B: (4) - It’s a long way. But the school has a bus which picks pupils
up every day.

A: I'know that, but (5) it’s not safe enough for such a little boy.

B: Well, we’d better let Mingming make his choice then.




Proverbs
Read aloud and remember the following proverbs.

1. A stitch in time saves nine. /NEARFS, KIAEE.

2. Like teacher, like pupil. H2RER BB 2R
3. Children are what the mothers are. HEBY, G¥E1E,

4. Complacency is the enemy of study. LIWBMAREHCHHL.

5. Keep good men company and you shall be of the number.

ERENR, EBER.

Listening Practice B

finding Proper Responses
In this task, you will hear five sentences. There are three responses for each sentence.
Choose the best response to the sentence you’ve heard.
1. A. It’s hard to say.
B. Can I help you?
C. Ifeel the same way.

2. A. I'll do it myself.
B. That’s torture, I would say.
C. Sorry, I can’t make it.

3. A. Let me put it this way.
B. That must be interesting.
C. I'm glad we see eye to eye.

4. A. You said it.
B. It’s a waste of time.
C. Nothing special.

5. A. I can’t say for sure.
B. I think so, too.
C. That’s your idea, not mine.




Understanding Short Conversations
In this task, you will hear five short conversations. Each conversation is followed

by one question. After hearing the question, you should read the four choices and
choose the best answer.

1. A. It’s awfully dull. B. It’s really exciting.
C. It’s very exhausting. D. It’s quite stimulating.

2. A. The ideas of the paper are not convincing.
B. Some parts of the paper are not well-written.
C. The handwriting of the paper is not very good.
D. The last two paragraphs of the paper are not complete.

. She doesn’t like the way the professor lectures.

. She’s having a hard time following the professor’s lectures.
. She is not interested in the course History of Philosophy.

. She’s having difficulty with the heavy reading assignments.

. Everybody in the class likes to listen to him.
He isn’t popular in the class.

. He is a wonderful lecturer.

. Only the man knows him well.

. She doesn’t like his selection of the test questions.
. She doesn’t think he prepares his lectures well enough.
. She thinks his questions are boring.

COoO®W» TAQAW> TUOW»

. She thinks his presentations are boring.

Compound Dictation

In this section, you will hear a short passage. The passage will be read three times.
When the passage is read for the first time, listen for the general idea. During the
second reading, fill in the missing information. The third reading is for you to
check your answers.

I have read a newspaper of a (1) city this week. This means I have
read the (2) of at least four books. When I read a newspaper, I only read
what I am interested in. I know this because newspapers are (3) into
sections, and I only read the sports pages if I am interested in sports, the business
pages for business. (4) , newspaper headlines and the special writing
(5) make it easy for me to get the main (6) . Now that I




know how to skim a newspaper, I should also know how to skim a book. Before I do my
reading, I should ask myself a few questions and find the book’s (7)

Then I should know that books generally contain (8) , developments and
summaries. Finally, I should read fast and mark the information and (9)

that I want to include in my reports, (10) and books.

Dialogues
Dialogue 1 Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the ques-
tions you’ve heard.
1. A. Because she wants to have a well-paid job.
B. Because she wants to stay at home and learn something.
C. Because she wants to spend more time with her son.
D. Because she wants to educate her son at home by herself.

2. A. It fails to provide enough challenges to students.
B. It never provides suitable courses for students.
C. It only cares about students’ intellectual development.
D. It focuses too much on testing the students.

3. A. Obtaining husband’s agreement. B. Having a willing child.
C. Making personal sacrifice. D. Avoiding financial strain.

4. A. Linda’s son has been switched to two schools.
B. Homeschooling is more expensive than school education.
C. Linda and her husband share the same opinion on homeschooling.
D. Public schools pay more attention to educating children than private schools.

5. A. Sympathetic. B. Disappointed.
C. Indifferent. D. Opposing.

Dialogue 2 Listen to the dialogue and complete each of the following statements
with no more than three words.

1. In Prof. Smith’s mind, education is much more . and
than schooling.

2. Educationis a process while schooling is a
process.

3. The of education vary a lot while the of schooling seldom
varies.

o



4. Schooling is a kind of learning in education. :
5. Through schooling, people can only get knowledge of reality.

Passages
Passage 1 Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are
true (T) or false (F).

1. The main purpose of the laptop program is to give each student a laptop to
access the Internet.
2. At Westlake College, 1,500 students have laptops and more than 60% of the
staff use computers.
3. Only Westlake College has got support for its computer program from the
higher-education department of the state,

4. With the development in computer technology, it is possible to use laptops
in colleges and universities.

5. “A window on the world” in the passage means that students can get infor-
mation from all around the world.

Passage 2  Listen to the passage and answer the following questions using as few
words as possible.

1. When do the students finish their compulsory education in the United States?

2. Why do the private university students have to pay more money for tuition?

3. How about the university costs in the United States?

4. Who pay for the tuition in colleges and universities?

5. According to the passage, except homework and exams, what do many college stu-
dents worry about?

Listening for fun
Listen and try to retell the story.




Text-Based Practice
Vocabulary & Structure u

.....

10.

Fill in the blanks with the words given in brackets together with the preposi-
tions or adverbs that go with them. Change the form where necessary.
Sample: Isn’tit time you (get) got down to some seriots work?

. Idon’t know what people can (get) listening to extremely loud music.
. Sommers was astonished when one quarter of the class—422 students — (log)

to share their writing expectations.

. Modern medicine has tended to (focus) _ too much
developing complicated surgical (#MF}#)) techniques.

. (addition) giving a general introduction to computers, the course
also provides practical experience.

. Last night there were (thousand) people at the concert. It was a great
success.

. Now the detectives (ffi$&) (look) the prisoner who escaped three
days ago.

. The girl was very excited to see her name (print)

. This ancient truth (apply) more than the crops of the fields; it is an
invaluable message of hope to all who experience tragedy in life.

. His books (characterize) long and detailed descriptions of the
countryside.
Because newspapers (divide) sections, you can read the sports pages

for sports and business pages for business.

Complete the following sentences by using some of the words from Texts A and
B with the help of the first few letters given.

. In its report on the speech, the radio carried a brief sum , but didn’t broadcast

the whole thing.

. Most PC parts are already made in Asia, except vit components like central

processors, hard drives, and memory chips (£ 5% B.B& H).

. We invited them to par - in a debate on the present-day educational system.
. Recent sur show that Japanese youth have become a “Me Generation” that

rejects traditional values.

L B



5. To water the grass after a heavy rain is the equ of carrying coals to Newcastle
CRE 0.

6. I don’t think I’m going to Scotland for Christmas. It’s such a long way. Bes
I haven’t got much money left.

)

7. Mother needs add help in the kitchen when we have guests for dinner.
8. Ama , I found the place described in the book.
9. There have been significant changes in readers’ tastes since the survey was lau 10
years ago.
10. Jane was ast to hear the news that she won the first prize in the speech contest.

| Translate the expressions in Column A into Chinese and those in Column B

into English.
Column A Column B
1. read the equivalent of four books 1. BB/ YT— AR ILHE
2. highlight the main points 2. SRIER A 5 R A1 RE
3. all you need 3. —UHRBT R
4. apply to nonfiction reading 4. BRTHAENILILRE
5.end with a summary 5. UBERZIFER

6. lay the foundation for future Harvard courses 6. JXEFK B 524700 24 & Bl

7. hope for a 10 percent response rate : 7. ERIFHITE
8. in addition to its central academic role 8. B T fuAfE KFH TAESS
9. in Albert’s experience 9. BIEHRHWELLR
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10. be characterized by generalizations 10. PABESERIB 6 R IF4E

. (summarize)

. (add)

. (amaze)

. (introduce)

. (participate)

. (undertake)

. (emphasize)

. (analyze)

. (center)

. (astonish)

Complete each of the following sentences with the proper form of the word
given in brackets.

After each newspaper headline, you’ll generally find the main points
in the first paragraph.

An charge is made on baggage over the weight

allowance.

Those shoes she bought the day before yesterday were

cheap.

In the to the book My Life, there is a brief account

of Clinton’s recent activities.

About 20 four-star and five-star hotels will provide accommoda-
tions for APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation)
— an opportunity won through public bidding.

Mary the responsibility of feeding my dogs before I
came back.
He made a speech the importance of protecting

natural resources.

One of the difficulties in the situation is that we
don’t have all the information yet.

Over the past 10 years, American private military companies, or
PMCs, have quietly played a role in the exporting
of security, strategy, and training for foreign militaries.

Itis to me that the new Harry Potter sold 6.9
million copies in its first 24 hours.

~—0 Translate the following seni:ences into English.
L AR R BT AR BB MR 55 AT SR . (equivalent)

2. X—TAERFHEREPUL LRI TR, (survey, highlight)




3. REHEBLS LK, BE, RIIFFHHRTWT . (besides)

| A AR BT BRI R R REYAR T, (in print)

5. i ER T R EE PR T XEBAVER . (anti-terrorist, play a vital role in)

6. BRSERIIY R BB KIAITETM AME7K. (be characterized by)

7. TATEEMAT LR WE RN SER O ERE, (all, hope for)

8. IRAREY, BEAGESRRAEREEXE, (indicate, a connection

between)

__Grammatical Exercises g

o

,—~o Rearrange the following words and expressions in logical order after the models.
Model A: the fire was caused, certain, that, now, by a cigarette end, it, looks

5 — It now looks certain that the fire was caused by a cigarette end.

' 1. that, she has, it is, missed, such an interesting film, a pity

2. the meeting will, it is, that, till next Friday, said, be put off

3. there has been, that, it appears, in the plans, a change

Model B: that you finished your task, you have not made, clear, it
— You have not made it clear that you finished your task.
4. important, it, we should learn English well, that, I think

" 5. a pity, Mary should, it, he thought, be absent, that




6. from your silence, it, you don’t, I take, that, want to go

7. you, that, insist on, I, tell me the truth, it

Model C: that, we held a class meeting yesterday, it was, in the club
— It was in the club that we held a class meeting yesterday.
8. Professor Lin who, English, it is, teaches us

9. in 1975 that, I, in a factory, worked, it was

10. you can, it is, a foreign language, learn, only by constant practice that

—0 Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences.

1. It was only when I reread his poems recently I began to appreciate their
beauty.
A. until B. that C. then D. so
2. is a fact that English is being accepted as an international language.
A. There B. This C. That D. It
: 3. Does matter if he can’t finish the job on time?
A. this B. that C.it D. he
4. Was it during the Second World War he died?
A. that B. while C. in which D. when
5. It’s the first time that she has been to the United States, ?
A.isn’t she B.isn’tit C. hasn’t she D. hasn’t it
6. In fact is a hard job for the police to keep order in an important football
match.
| A. this B. that C.it D. there
i 7. It is the ability to do the job matters not where you come from or what
| you are.
g A. one B. what C.it D. that
E 8. Jean learned Chinese for about two years, is, from 1993 to 1995.
| A. this B. he C.it D. that
‘ 9. She thought a great honor that she had been invited to speak to us.
A. that B. this C.it D.itis
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