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Abstract

The aim of this Ph. D. thesis is to investigate the concept of the
generic quality of text and to examine the contextual conditions in
text within a systemic functional approach by examining a literary
text, which is Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea. The research
work on the explanation for the generic variation of text is mainly
carried out in the aspect of the generic structure which is cultural
context-oriented. The exploration for text typology is carried out
within a multi-leveled approach by correlating the choices of the
linguistic units in text with those at the particular stages of the
generic structures, and thus to genres as a whole. The text
interpretation is done by recontexualizing the linguistic choices
through the means of setting them in the connotative contextual
surroundings.

In order to identify text typology, the thesis places the delicacy
on the scale of the micro-register texts embedded in the Complication
part of the macro-genre of the novella, which may occur at different
stages at the macro-level. In our research on identifying and
accounting for different types of text, it is not only practically
possible but also theoretically sound to consider the text synoptically
in order to discover the underlying systems, which can be described
via the functionally-motivated generic structures. In order to
interpret and evaluate the text at the macro stratum, it is
theoretically reasonable though practically difficult to consider the
text dynamically, which is considered to be a complementary system
to the synoptic system of text analysis.

The research reported in this thesis can be divided into two

parts. The first part in Chapter Two, Chapter Three and Chapter
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Four is concerned with the literature review at the theoretical
{framework employed in the thesis, the focus of which is on Halliday’s
systemic functional approach to the study of language and genre.
Hasan’'s register model of text and Martin’s genre model of text are
given a comparatively detailed description, which constitute the
primary theoretical models for the ensuing text typology and text
interpretation work. In addition, the nature of genre, especially the
nature of the literary genre, is discussed in detail. - Through the
discussion the necessity of employing both synoptic and dynamic
systems in the text analysis is accounted for. The second part is
composed of five chapters from Chapter Five to Chapter Nine, which
is mainly concerned with the practical text typology and text
interpretation within the theoretical framework proposed in stage
one. Chapter Five to Chapter Eight focus on the practical text
typology. In order to achieve satislying results, the thesis places the
delicacy on the scale of the micro-register texts embedded in the
Complication part of the novelia. The study of practical text typology
is carried out in a multi-leveled fashion ranging from the discussion of
the genre plane, of the register plane, and of the lexico-grammatical
plane, and thus five types of text are identified. They are: narrative
texts, opinion texts, descriptive texts, hortatory texts, and
observation texts. The finding that different choices in contextual
conditions brought about by different purposes can help bring about
different choices in the generic structure in text, and thus different
types of text proves the general hypothesis that genre gets into text
through the generic structure. The finding that to varying degrees
choices at the level of context are correlated with and determine the
choices of the linguistic units in text in a realizational manner
supports the probabilistic model of language in context. The text

typology work is mainly carried out in a synoptic manner. Chapter
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Ten focuses on recontextualizing and evaluating the novella, which is
carried out {rom the perspective of the three metafunctions based
upon the dual order context theory. The analysis in the present
research demonstrates that the deliberately designed balance of the
sca wave-like rhythm echoed throughout the novella is in harmony
with one of the novella’s main themes Hemingway wants to reveal the
ccological natural balance of Nature’s laws. Then the novella’s
balanced rhythmical macro-structure achieved through the regular
alternation of different types of micro-register text also matches the
subject. This finding of the equilibrium between matter and manner,
between content and form, foregrounds a semiotic viewpoint on
language—-language as social semiotic is correlated with the extra-
linguistic institutional and cultural connotative context in a
metaphorical way, and vice versa. The text interpretation work is
mainly carried out in a dynamic manner. Chapter One of the thesis
serves as the Orientation, providing a general framework [or the
thesis, and Chapter Ten as the Coda, making some conclusions and
suggestions for further studies.

Key words: systemic functional approach, genre, The Old Man and

the Sea, context, text
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