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Introduction

ABOUT THE BOOK

Book Two has the same structure of Book One with sixteen units plus one unit of tests. Each unit
contains four sections: Tactics for Listening; Listening Comprehension; Oral Work and Supplemen-
tary Exercises.

HOW TO USE THE BOOK

In Book Two we will deal with other elements that affect listening comprehension, such as stress,
intonation, tone of the voice and accents.

We express our feelings in various ways. Sometimes we express them directly, but our feelings
can also be shown by the stressed form of certain words or intonation in the speech. For example, if
the stressed form of have is used, with a falling intonation, the speaker can sound impatient. Often
intonation is more important than the words in making a sentence polite in English.

And a strong stress on a word also may give a clue to what the speaker is likely to say. In the
sentence “I’ve never been to the north of Scotland,” with a strong stress on “north” the speaker may
indicate that she has been to other parts of Scotland. The stressed word or words in the speech may
also indicate that the speaker is making a correction or what the listener exactly wants to know.

In terms of note-taking, we will focus on exercises like outlining and summarizing. In this part
of the exercise, the students will hear talks on various topics. After that, use the information from the
notes to complete the outline or summary.

When making a brief outline, we can divide the story or talk into several parts. These would be
the GENERAL HEADINGS, the MAIN IDEAS, SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, etc. The GENERAL HEAD-
INGS of the outline are listed as I, II, etc., the capital letters (A, B, C, D, etc.) give the MAIN IDEAS
of the story and the specific examples are listed as 1, 2, 3, etc.

Other listening skills practised in Book Two will be prediction, guessing the meaning from the
context, and drawing inference.

Listening Comprehension

Listening Comprehension contains different types of listening materials: conversations, passages and
news.

Vocabulary (words marked with * in the tapescript in the Teachers’ Book) and background
information are giv‘en in the Students’ Book.



L1V Introduction

Students may find some of the passages a little bit difficult, mainly because of the unfamiliarity
with the topic or vocabulary. In order to help students get familiar with the topic, we have introduced
“Pre-listening question” exercise. This is sort of warming up exercise. Make sure that the students
understand the meaning of the new words. We think this part of discussion on topic and vocabulary
is important. As we have already said in Book One, background knowledge plays an important role in
listening comprehension, we would suggest students read relevant articles or books if they come
across an unfamiliar topic.

Retelling is a way to help students produce longer oral presentations. At this stage we would suggest
that the students take notes while listening to the passage. Then with the help of the notes retell the
main content of the passage.

Supplementary Exercises

In this part the student will hear a news report on various topics with integrated listening skill training
exercises. In oral work the students will discuss some questions related to the news report. The
questions are open-ended. The students should give their opinions in a logical, reasonable and fluent
way.

Shi Xinyuan
General Editor
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