()

AR
SIRRPTE DR St 6

The Cambridge Companion to Philosophy

Greek and Roman

Philosophy

EDiren my
Davib SEDLEY

Aydoso[Iyq uewoy] pue yoain)



SIBT T EUTIEiRE

Al 5

The Cambridge Companion to Greek and Roman Philosophy

XD - BEF %
Edited by David Sedley

& - - e =B



BHERME (CIP) Mg

7% 59 % = The Cambridge Companion to Greek
and Roman Philosophy / ZEF| M. —dJtx: 435 -
B - FM=BAHE, 2006.6

(S FRRFTIREL)

ISBN 7 - 108 - 02497 -7

I.% .. 0.%#.. I &%%ES3E¥-FX-
¥ V.B502

ERRAE 5 CIP BE#F (2006) 5037488 &

mERR F 5

HEQt ¥ ¥ Eg4

HERT 2% -#T- 8w =BH5
(RAMRBRERAERE 2 2)
01 -2006 - 1997

100010

B

B ENRARAR
2006 4F 6 A4LEE 1 iR

2006 £ 6 AL 1 YER
635 Zk x965 K 1/16  Eldk 26
0,001 - 4, 000 f#

35.00 &

HB8H HSIFEB
SN NERESN



THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO

GREEK AND ROMAN PHILOSOPHY

The Cambridge Companion to Greek and Roman Philoso-
phy is a wide-ranging introduction to the study of philos-
ophy in the ancient world. A team of leading specialists
surveys the developments of the period and evaluates a com-
prehensive series of major thinkers, ranging from Pythagoras
to Epicurus. There are also separate chapters on how philos-
ophy in the ancient world interacted with religion, literature
and science, and a final chapter traces the seminal influence
of Greek and Roman philosophy down to the seventeenth
century. Practical elements such as tables, illustrations, a
glossary, and extensive advice on further reading make it an
ideal book to accompany survey courses on the history of
ancient philosophy. It will be an invaluable guide for all who
are interested in the philosophical thought of this rich and
formative period.
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DAVID SEDLEY

Introduction

Compare the following two questions, both of which greatly exer-
cised ancient Greek and Roman thinkers:

1 What is a good human life?
2 Why isn’t the earth falling?

They appear about as different as any two questions could be. The
first is one that most of us continue to consider important today. The
second is not a question we are likely even to think worth asking:
however little physics we know, we know enough to realize that the
question itself rests on false suppositions.

Despite this and other contrasts, those who manage to get inside
the subject — Greek and Roman philosophy - to which this book
aims to provide an entry route should find that the two questions
come to exercise an equal fascination. They may even find that the
two of them have more in common than at first appears, as I shall
suggest below.

Take the first of them, what a good human life is. How would you
react to the answer that it should in principle be no harder to work
out what makes a human life a good one than it is to work out what
makes a doctor, a scalpel, an operation or an eye a good one? The
latter kind of question is answered by first determining what the es-
sential function of a doctor, a scalpel, an operation or an eye is, a good
one simply being any that is such as to be successful in performing
that function. Analogously, then, find out what is the function of a
human being, or of a human life, and you will know what it is to be
a good human being and to have a good human life. If, for example,
man’s natural function is fundamentally social, a human life’s good-
ness will be defined accordingly; if intellectual, in a different way;
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