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Montreal, the American Paris
FEER— Lo R

Lying on the western coast of the Atlantic Ocean, Montreal
is the second largest city in Canada as well as the second largest
French-speaking city in the world. As a result, it is often re-
ferred to as the American Paris. In French, “mont” means
mountain and “real” means royal. Montreal means a city built
on the mountain by the royal family.

The city was founded in 1832. For quite a long time people
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regarded it as the biggest city in Canada because it was not un-
til 1970s that the population of Toronto surpassed that of Mon-
treal.

The city is not only the industrial centre of the country but
also the cultural centre. There are all kinds of cultural devices
ranging from parks to stadiums, the most famous one being the
Olympic Stadium built more than thirty years ago. The 21st
Olympic Games was held here in 1976. To greet this grand oc-
casion, the Canadian government spent $800, 000, 000 on this
modern stadium. Over the stadium is a huge glass roof which
makes the stadium an indoor sports field and which protects it
against the bad weather. What is more, the glass cover can also
be opened. The well-equipped stadium has a central-heating
system to keep the audience warm in the snowy winter. Since
its buildup, many great sports events have been held here.

Every year, the uniqueness of the stadium attracts many

tourists from across the world to Montreal.

Comprebension Questions

1. According to the passage, Montreal lies
A. to the west of the Pacific Ocean.
B. to the west of Canada.
C. in the east of Canada.
D. in the centre of Canada.
2. Montreal is called the American Paris mainly because_____

@\ ' A. it is the second largest city in Canada.
B. it is as beautiful as Paris, the capital city of France.
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C. it is the capital of Canada.
D.it has the second largest number of French-speaking
people in the world.
3. “Montreal” is a word
A. of English origin meaning “a royal mountain”.
B. of English origin meaning “a city built on the mountain
by the royal family”.
C. of French origin meaning “a royal mountain”.
D. of French origin meaning “a city built on the mountain
by the royal family”.
4. Through reading the passage,we know that Montreal
A. is now the biggest city in Canada.
B. was once the biggest city in Canada.
C. came into being in the 1970s.
D. became the biggest city in the 1970s.
5. A large number of tourists come to Montreal from all over
the world because
A. they are interested in the uniqueness of the Olympic
Stadium.
B. there are many scenic spots in the city.
C. it has a central-heating system.
D. the 21st Olympic Games was held here.
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