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On Spousal Separation

Ladies and gentlemen: | am no expert in law, but
you, the best-educated professionals in the country, all
have faith in me. You have shown your faith today by
paying a thousand dollars for your admission ticket. |
thank you for that. Yet I must repeat once more that by
the end of my lecture, anybody who is not fully satisfied
with my service will have his or her money fully funded
right here, at the platform.

Today, I am only going to talk about one law in
Canada. Or is it really a law? I don't know. But whether
it is or not makes no difference to us.
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Couples can be “separated” before they divorce—
you all know that. In spite of the stupidity of this ar-
rangement and the great revenue losses to the govern-
ment it causes, and the agony of broken marriages it
prolongs, you have to know how to use it to your ad-
vantage. My advice is very simple and unprofessional be-
cause | am functionally illiterate. Honestly, I cannot add
well once figures are larger than ten and I do not recog-
nize the twenty-six letters of the alphabet well, either. |
always have trouble with “b” and “d” . But I can assure
you once again, as ! did in the brochure, that you will be
happy you have come!

Now here’s a question for you: You and your wife
or husband are both working, you have at least two

L 50

REBW/ZATATLIE "B, X KREBHAE .
FOR X R ik B, AU BUR HE R 2 E RO I Bt
K, T E AL EE KB RN R A o AR T K K
BanfrEMAE.

RAXILBOH RBERENARE WKL, H
HREBCEADBEXE. HEMHE, WFEKT
+, REMAK. FERPO - AT FHROB
BIAW, “b” F “d” WRMEEHEL. FIREK
BARATERIE, R/ F AT —#, RIS X
ik, WEmWE.

B, REBAE -ITHEE, RINXKEHAEL



L £
Harry J. Huang's Short Short Stories

children, and you are all happy with your family. But
have you ever tried to separate or thought of separating?

No! None of you put up your hands. That’s why you
have to be here today!

The second question is: Do you know that being
separated can benefit you and your husband or wife?
Please put up your hands if you do.

dJust as I thought! No one knows this!

The third question I have is: Do you know how to be
separated without being separated?

Again, you are all shaking your heads.

The naked truth is that many of you live a life that is
much worse than that of a fifteen-year-old single mother
(which is a topic 1 don’'t want to get into today) . My
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simple advice is that if you really want to improve your
hard life, you have to take action immediately .

To begin with, sell your house if you have one.
Then rent a house with two legal units in it. That's the
most convenient dwelling you can get. You pay the rents
separately, but you can still get into your wife’s or hus-
band’s bedroom easily. You can even dine together as
before. If your children are under twelve years old, don't
even bother to tell them about what youre doing. They
won't understand any of it anyway. In other words, youll
be legally separated, but you can still live a normal mar-
ried life with all your children around you. It's a standard
practice .

There are more creative ways of fooling the gov-
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ernment, and success stories are told everyday. But |
would advise you to take one step at a time. Follow the
classic model first, then be creative later on.

Once you're separated, the benefits are endless. Say
both you and your spouse work, each making sixty
thousand dollars a year, and you have two children. If
you are not separated but cling to the traditional family,
governments take away much more than half of your
money. If you are separated, each keeping one child,
you are both entitled to claim the “equivalent-to-spouse
amount” , which in 1997 was $ 5380. Let's make it easy
for me to count. Say you can get five thousand dollars
more with one hand. When I put my hands together, you
get ten thousand dollars. By being separated, your family
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gets ten thousand more without doing one extra bit of
work .

Beisdes, you are entitled to claim day care and nu-
merous other items you can find out if you talk to a pro-
fessional consultant. If you stay separated for fifteen years
and just buy Canadian Savings Bonds with ten thousand
dollars every year, 1 am pretty sure you will be much
better off by the time you retire. What's more, if one of
you is laid-off, you can enjoy social assistance forever.
You make more than ten thousand dollars without doing a
single thing. Only fools would stay married nowadays,
don’t you agree?

I'm glad you are all nodding. But for your own pro-
tection, please pay a few bucks to hire a lawyer to file
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your separation.

My last words to you are: You would be as stupid as
the government if you continued to believe in the un-
popular word “family” — a concept nobody and no gow
ernment cares about anymore.

Thank you for coming! And best luck to all of you,
married parents with lofty traditional beliefs!

Now, does anybody want me to refund their admis-
sion ticket?

No?

Thank you again, ladies and gentlemen!
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Comprehension questions

1. Who is the speaker in the story?
(A) A lawyer.
(B) One of the best-educated professionals.
(C) A mathematician .
(D) None of the above.
2. What does the speaker talk about?
(A) How to reduce the pain of couples who what to separate .
(B) How to tell the difference between “b” and “d” .
{C) How to gain benefits by separating without really being
separated .
(D) How to enjoy various child benefits .
3. How well informed are those present about the topic?
(A) They have no knowledge at all.
(B) They have good knowledge about it .
(C) Some of them know the topic quite well.
(D) None of the above.
4. Which of the following is not a true statement?
(A) The lecturer asks the audience to sell their houses.
(B) Separated couples should rent a house with two legal units
in it,
(C) Couples who want to separate should not hire a lawyer to
file their separation .
(D) Once couples are separated, their benefits are endless .
5. How do the married fathers and mothers respond to the lecture?
(A) They become very confused, not knowing what to do.
(B) Many still strongly believe in the family .




2. In what way does this story differ from those you have read?
3. The pain and gain of being separated or divorced .
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(C) They disagree with the lecturer and think they should stay
married .
(D)They agree with the lecturer and think they should

separate .

Essay and discussion topics

. Discuss the satire in the story.
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My Son

It is all about my son, but he is not my son.

Ed and I remained childless for ten years. Then
somehow 1 started to long for a child more desperately
than ever before. | dreamed of a child day and night. 1
thought of adopting one, but it cost thirty thousand dol-
lars, 1 was told, and we didn’'t have the money. I thought

of kidnapping one, but never had the courage to do so.
In our eleventh year of marriage, at long last, I be-
came pregnant. How excited we were! We were ex-
pecting a baby boy.
While 1 was in my fourth month of pregnancy, Ed
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had to go on a military mission to the Balkans. My baby
did not want to wait. He gave signs of coming out, when
he was twenty-six weeks old. Since Ed was at war, 1 had
to travel to the hospital with a visiting relative — my
mother’s sister’s niece from Finland.

The whole village looked forward to the birth of my
baby. How disappointed we were. We travelled two
hundred miles from the country to the large hospital in the
city, only to lose the baby.

I could not go back home without a baby. I could not
tell my husband I had lost it. My relative knew what 1
wanted. She disguised herself as a nurse and went into
the ward three doors from us and picked up a baby boy
for a bath, as she told them. We left town, with me
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cradling the crying boy and my relative carrying the dead
g baby in the travelling bag.

The evening news said a baby boy was stolen by
: someone disguised as a nurse, and the police were look-
ing for them everywhere. Two weeks later, at a garbage
site five hundred miles from the hospital, the police found
the decaying body of an infant. They believed it was the
lost baby and therefore closed the case. I was relieved that
things turned out well. My relative returned to Finland;
only then did I call my husband in Macedonia to tell him
that 1 had given birth to a baby boy.

When our son was three months old, my overjoyed
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husband returned home as a hero. We held a double
celebration — for his safe return and for the birth of our
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