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War in Africa. Afterwards he had to ﬁght the
war For these efforts, Doyle wai kkmghted by
meg Edward VII and he became SII' Arthu% Co-
_.nanDoyle : e ﬁ ¢
' Durmg a visit to the moor country 1n Western :
] England Doyle became so 1nterested ina legend |
about a hound, that he used it as a plot for a new
book. This book became the greatest of all of
Holmes' adventures, The Hound of the Baskervilles.
- Many of the sixty Sherlock Holmes _s"tpries‘ hqve :
been translated into other planguag:esp and have

been made even more popular in plays, _moviés,“
radio and TV. e s
| : Slr Arthur Conan Doyle died in 1930 at the age
| of Schnty-one. But each day, the number of his
‘rgeaders:increases as someone dlscovers for the
i ﬁI'St tlme the amazmg Mr. Holmes o
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Sherlock Holmes:

Dr. Watson:

Sir Henry Baskerville:
Dr. James Mortimer:
Barrymore:

Jack Stapleton:

Beryl Stapleton:

Neil Selden:

Laura Lyons:

Mr. Frankland:

the most famous detective in the
world

Holmes' assistant and friend

the heir to the Baskerville for-
tune and the Baskerville curse

a young doctor who brings the
case to Sherlock

the mysterious butler at Baskerville
Hall

a neighbor of the Baskervilles
Jack's beautiful sister

an escaped convict loose on the
moor

a young woman trapped into be-
coming part of a murderous plot
a lawyer who lives near
Baskerville Hall
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The Baskezwille Family Legend

Mr. Sherlock Holmes was seated at his breakfast table
with his back to the door when his friend, Dr. Watson,
entered the room. With Watson was a tall, thin young
man with a rather long nose.

“Good morning, Watson,” said the famous detective
without turning his head from his morning meal. “I see
you have a visitor with you. Who is that tall, thin young

man with a nose like a beak?”

legend /ledzand/ n. 44t . beak /bitk/ n. B %
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THE CASE OF THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

“How did you know I had a visitor with me?” asked
Watson in amazement. “I do believe you have eyes in

back of your head.”
Holmes laughed. “No, Watson, only a well polished

silver coffeepot in front of me to serve as a mirror.”
Holmes turned and smiled at the young man. “And
whom do I have the pleasure of greeting?” he asked.

“I am Dr. James Mortimer, Mr. Holmes. I've come

to ask your help with a very unusual problem. It
concerns the death of my good friend and patient, Sir
Charles Baskerville.”

Dr. Mortimer took a letter out of his pocket and
explained, “This letter was given to me by Sir Charles
just before his death three months ago. It was written
by his great-greatgrandfather and has been handed
down in the family from father to son for one hundred

fifty years.
o “Sir Charles had no children, so his entire estate plus

this letter now pass to his nephew, Sir Henry

Baskerville, who has been living in America for many

years.”

amazement /a'meizmeant/ n. X1§ | Sir /sai/ n.(H &+ X FEWHESL) KL
polish /'polif/ v. 41 :
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The Baskerville Letter



THE CASE OF THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

Dr, Mortimer spread out the letter for Holmes and
Watson to see.
“It seems to tell about a certain legend in the

Baskerville family,” said Watson.

“Yes,” answered Dr. Mortimer, “a legend that |
believe had something to do with Sir Charles' death. If
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I may, I should like to read the letter to you.”

Dr. Mortimer adjusted his glasses on the bridge of

his nose and began to read:

“Baskerville Hall, 1742. To my sons, Rodger and
John,

“The legend of the Hound of the Baskervilles has
been told to me by my father who was told it by his
father before him. I swear to you both that I believe the
legend and so must you too.

“The legend began one hundred years ago in 1642

when this great Baskerville Hall was occupied by Hugo

% Baskerville—a wild, ugly, cruel man. Hugo wanted to

marry the daughter of a neighboring farmer, but the girl

spread out 47, & ¢ adjust /o'dzast/ v. A, IAY



