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Passage 1 English Language

The number of speakers of English in Shakespeare’s time is estimated to have
been about five million. Today it is estimated that some 260 million people speak it
as a native language, mainly in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Ireland,
South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. In addition to the standard varieties of
English found in these areas, there are a great many regional and social varieties of
the language, as well as various levels of usage that are employed both in its spoken
and written forms.

It is virtually impossible to estimate the number of people in the world who have
acquired an adequate working knowledge of English in addition to their own
language. The purposes for which English is learned and the situations in which such
learning takes place are so varied that it is difficult to define and still more difficult to
assess what constitutes an adequate working knowledge for each situation.

The main reason for the widespread demand for English is its present-day
importance as a world language. Besides serving the infinite needs of its native
speakers, English is a language in which some of the most important works in
science, technology, and other fields are being produced , and not always by native
speakers. It is widely used for such purposes as meteorological and airport
communications, international conferences, and the dissemination ( 1% #%& ) of
information over the radio and television networks of many nations. It is a language of
wider communication over the radio and television networks of many nations. It is a
language of wider communication for a number of developing countries, especially
former British colonies. Many of these countries have multilingual populations and
need a language for internal communication in such matters as government,
commerce industry, law and education as well as for international communication and
for access to the scientific and technological development in the West.

(316 words / 3 minutes)



1. Which of the following is the main idea of this passage?
A. There are many different levels of English usage throughout the world.
B. English is becoming more and more widespread in the world.
C. The number of English speakers has been increasing in recent years.
D. English is used widely in science, technology and other fields.
2. Which of the following is NOT TRUE according to this passage?
A. Austrians do not speak English as their native language.
B. About 260 million people in the world have an adequate working
knowledge of English.
C. English is widely used in some developing countries, especially former
British colonies.
D. For some multi-lingual countries it is necessary to choose a language for
both internal and international communications.
3. The English language is used
A. for only one reason that English is becoming an international language
B. mainly by people from the American continent and the Europe
C. as an official language in an international conference on the American
culture
D. in science and technology as well as in cultural and historical studies of
all the countries in the world
4. The meaning of the word “meteorological” in the third paragraph is “ "
A. of or relating to the studies of the atmosphere or weather conditions
B. of or relating to the studies of philosophy
C. of or relating to the technological problems in airport communications
D. of or relating to international communication in airplanes
5. Which of the following is the best title for this passage?
A. Internal and International Communications.
B. Varied Reasons for Learning English.
C. English as an International Language.
D. Wide Employment of the English Language in Science.

Passage 2 Talking Without Sound

Each Indian tribe had a different language. Many Indians never learned any
language except their own. Do you know how Indians from different tribes talked to
3



each other? They had two ways to talk without sound. One way was by sign
language ; another way by signals.

Sign language is a way of talking by using signs. Indians used sign language
when they met strangers. In this way, they could find out whether the stranger was a
friend or an enemy. In Indian sign language, signs were made with the hands. One
sign meant “man”. Another meant “horse”. To tell the time of day when something
happened, an Indian pointed to the sky. He showed where the sun had been at the
time.

Indians usually used signals when they wanted to send messages to someone far
away. To make signals, an Indian might use a pony. He might use a blanket. Or he
might use smoke, a mirror or fire arrows. To signal that he had seen many animals,
an Indian rode his pony in a large circle. Sometimes the Indian gave a signal like this
and then went away to hide. This meant that there was danger.

The blanket signal was visible from far away. An Indian held the comers of a
blanket in his hands. Then he began to swing the blanket from side to side in front of
him. An Indian could send many different signals with his blanket.

He could also send many signals with a mirror. He usually used the mirror to
warn someone of danger. Or he attempted to get the attention of a person faraway.
But he also used it to send messages in code. Of course, mirrors could be used only
when the sun was shining. At night, Indians used fire arrows for signaling.

An Indian also sent signals with smoke. He made a small fire of dry wood. Then
he put grass or green branches on it. He held a blanket over the fire for a minute.
When he removed the blanket from the fire, there was a cloud of smoke. The number
of clouds of smoke told his message in code.

Now you can see that Indians didn’t need to learn each other’s language. They

could talk to one another by using signals or sign language.
(392 words / 4 minutes )

1. The story tells about

A. people living in India

B. the Indians who had many kinds of languages

C. the Indians who didn’t use their languages

D. how Indians communicated between different tribes
2. Sign language is

A. a language only for Indians



B. a way to express one’s ideas by making gestures
C. a way to communicate by making signs on paper
D. a secret way of talking to strangers
3. When an Indian meant there was danger, he
A. rode his pony back and forth several times
B. rode his pony in a large circle and then went away to hide
C. began to make a fire
D. drew a big circle on the ground
4. An Indian used a mirror to
A. warn someone of danger
B. get the attention of someone far away
C. send messages in code
D. all of the above
5. Indians didn’t need to learn each other’s language because
A. they never met each other
B. they could use signals or sign language
C. they could write messages in a special language
D. they thought they could easily make themselves understood without

learning a new language

Passage 3 1066 and All That

There is no doubt that today English is one of the most important and richest of
the world’s languages. Probably the most significant factor accounting for the latter
quality was the Conquest of England by the Normans more than 900 years ago. The
conquering Normans spoke French. Most of the inhabitants of the conquered nation
spoke varieties of Anglo-Saxon of Germanic origin.

Of course, the Normans were stronger than the local inhabitants politically and
naturally their language became the language of the King’s court. It also became the
language for written documents, together with Latin, and was generally regarded as
“more literary” and somehow “better” than the language of the common people. In
spite of apparently being “worse” , however, the language of the ordinary inhabitants
of England, and especially the language spoken by the inhabitants of the central part
of the country, did not die out. For centuries, the two languages continued to exist

side-by-side.



The individual most responsible for bringing them together ( and one of the
greatest writers in English literature) was a customs official who lived in the late
fourteenth century named Geoffrey Chaucer. Chaucer, whose Canterbury Tales is one
of the most extraordinary works in English, practically created, or at least made
acceptable, a new language, which was a combination of the more elegant French
and the cruder but more powerful Germanic elements.

Since Chaucer’s time the two languages have been woven closer and closer
together, forming the single language that we now know as English. However, even
today, vestiges of the differences survive, for words of French or Latin origin still
tend to occur more frequently in formal written English than in spoken English. This
naturally means that, for Spanish speakers, it is often easier to understand written
English than spoken English. You can find evidence of this in this paragraph. Go
through it and underline the words which are similar to words in Spanish. It is
virtually certain that these will be words of Latin (or Greek) or French derivation,
and probably they were brought to England by William the Conqueror and his men
long ago.

One clear example of the dual origins of English is to be found in the ways
comparatives and superlatives of adjectives are formed. Adjectives of one syllable,
usually of Germanic origin, form comparatives and superlatives by the addition of
suffix (-er, -est) as in German. There are nine examples of such form in this
passage. On the other hand, longer adjectives tend to be derived from French or
Latin and form their comparatives and superlatives (in the same way as in Spanish,
of course) through the addition of words preceding the adjective ( more, most) ,
which itself remains unchanged. Can you find the eight examples of such forms in
this passage? Do you find the second type easier or more difficult to understand than
the first?

(451 words / 4 1/2 minutes)

1. What does the author say is responsible for the richness of the English
language?
A. The Conquest of England by the Normans.
B. The wealth of England.
C. The number of words derived from Latin.
D. The richness of Chaucer’s poetry.

2. Why did the Normans’ language dominate at the court and in documents?



