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Contemporary public administration scholars are paying more attention to
evidence-based policy, while largely neglecting the greater polarization of political
systems recently characterizing North America and the European Union. Public
Policy, Governance and Polarization: Making Governance Work, edited by
Jesuit and Williams, takes the readers into the causes, nature, and consequences
of ideological polarization, determining the extent to which it might inhibit evi-
dence-based policy formulation and be an obstacle to public engagement-based
styles of policy making.
Denita Cepiku, Professor of Global Public Management,
University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy

Public Policy, Governance and Polarization: Making Governance Work provides
a workable definition of “polarization™ in politics and the production of public
policy. The co-authors use comparative case studies from the United States,
Canada, and Europe as a means of better understanding the causes and effects of
political polarization. These analyses assert that political polarization is here to
stay and will likely grow even more pronounced in the coming years. Con-
sequently, public administrators must learn how to work with and manage
polarization.
Nicholas Bauroth, Associate Professor of Political Science at
North Dakota State University, USA






Public Policy, Governance and
Polarization

Polarization is widely diagnosed as a major cause of the decline of evidence-
based policy making and public engagement-based styles of policy making. It
creates an environment where hardened partisan viewpoints on major policy
questions are less amenable to negotiation, compromise or change. Polarization
is not a temporary situation — it is the “new normal.”

Public Policy, Governance and Polarization seeks to provide a theoretical
foundation for scholars and policy makers who need to understand the powerful
and often disruptive forces that have arisen in Europe and North America over
the past decade. Academics and practitioners need to better understand this
growing trend and to find ways in which it may be managed so that policy solu-
tions to these threats may be developed and implemented.

Researchers and future policymakers in fields such as public administration,
public management and public policy need to recognise how institutional design,
corporatist interest group systems and different pedagogical approaches may
help them understand, discuss and work beyond policy polarization. Edited by
two leading political science scholars, this book aims to begin that process.

David K. Jesuit is a Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Political
Science and Public Administration at Central Michigan University (CMU), USA.

Russell Alan Williams is an Associate Professor of Political Science at
Memorial University, Canada.



Routledge Critical Studies in Public Management
Edited by Stephen Osborne

The study and practice of public management has undergone profound changes
across the world. Over the last quarter century, we have seen:

*  increasing criticism of public administration as the over-arching framework
for the provision of public services;

« therise (and critical appraisal) of the “New Public Management’ as an emer-
gent paradigm for the provision of public services:

» the transformation of the ‘public sector’ into the cross-sectoral provision of
public services; and

« the growth of the governance of inter-organizational relationships as an
essential element in the provision of public services.

In reality these trends have not so much replaced each other as elided or co-
existed together — the public policy process has not gone away as a legitimate
topic of study, intra-organizational management continues to be essential to the
efficient provision of public services, whilst the governance of inter-
organizational and inter-sectoral relationships is now essential to the effective
provision of these services.

Further, whilst the study of public management has been enriched by the con-
tribution of a range of insights from the “mainstream”™ management literature it
has also contributed to this literature in such areas as networks and inter-
organizational collaboration, innovation and stakeholder theory.

This series is dedicated to presenting and critiquing this important body of
theory and empirical study. It will publish books that both explore and evaluate
the emergent and developing nature of public administration, management and
governance (in theory and practice) and examine the relationship with and con-
tribution to the over-arching disciplines of management and organizational
sociology.

Books in the series will be of interest to academics and researchers in this
field, students undertaking advanced studies of it as part of their undergraduate
or postgraduate degree and reflective policy makers and practitioners.
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Preface

This volume represents the continued intellectual collaboration of scholars and
practitioners under the auspices of the Transnational Initiative on Governance
Research and Education Network, or “TIGRE Net.” This international group of
scholars, students and field specialists is dedicated to identifying the opportun-
ities and challenges public managers confront in the global economy, and to pro-
viding them with the strategies and skills necessary to overcome obstacles to
domestic, cross-border and international coordination. Outputs from the TIGRE
Net include several academic conferences and workshops, which have been sup-
ported by a grant from the Canadian Social Science and Humanities Research
Council (SSHRC) and academic partners in the US, Italy and Canada. Research
from these events has been published in a number of academic outlets, including
journals such as the /nternational Journal of Public Administration (1JPA) and
the International Journal of Public Sector Management (IJPSM). Previous
edited collections have included Making Multilevel Governance Work: Lessons
from Europe and North America (2012), published by CRC Press, and Govern-
ance and Public Management: Strategic Foundations for Volatile Times (2014),
published by Routledge. Core partners of TIGRE Net include universities in the
US (Central Michigan University and California State-Long Beach), Italy (the
University of Rome “Tor Vergata™ and the University of Macerata) and Canada
(York University, Toronto and Brock University, St. Catharines).
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