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Critical Issues on Violence
Against Women

Violence against women is a global problem and despite a wealth of knowledge and
inspiring action around the globe. it continues unabated. Bringing together the very best in
international scholarship with a rich variety of pedagogical features, this innovative new
textbook on violence against women is specifically designed to provoke debate, interrogate
assumptions, and encourage critical thinking about this global issue.

This book presents a range of critical reflections on the strengths and limitations of
responses to violent crimes against women and how they have evolved to date. Each section
is introduced with an overview of a particular topic by an expert in the field. followed by
thoughtful reflections by researchers, practitioners, or advocates that incorporate new
research findings. a new initiative. or innovative ideas for reform. Themes covered include:

«  advances in measurement of violence against women;

*  justice system responses to intimate partner violence and sexual assault:
*  victim crisis and advocacy:

*  behavior change programs for abusers: and

+  prevention of violence against women.

Each section is supplemented with learning objectives, critical thinking questions. and lists
of further reading and resources to encourage discussion and to help students to appreciate
the contested nature of policy. The innovative structure will bring debate alive in the class-
room or seminar and makes the book perfect reading for courses on violence against
women, gender and crime, victimology. and crime prevention.

Holly Johnson’s primary research interests are the effectiveness of criminal justice and soci-
etal responses (o violence against women, primary prevention, and improving the measure-
ment of violence and other gendered experiences. She was principal investigator on Canada’s
first national survey on violence against women and co-investigator of the International
Violence Against Women Survey. and is the author of numerous publications in this area.

Bonnie S. Fisher’s primary research focuses on the measurement and predictors of
violence against college women, recurrent victimization, and the evaluation of bystander
interventions. She has authored numerous publications spanning the field of victimology,
with emphasis on measurement issues, and recently served on the National Academy of
Sciences Panel on Measuring Rape and Sexual Assault.

Véronique Jaquier has trained in psychology and criminology in Switzerland and the
United States. Her program of research examines the interrelations of women’s victimization
and use of aggression as it impacts mental health and risk behaviors, with emphasis on
understanding how criminal justice and social institutions impact life trajectories.



“This is a timely and extremely valuable edited collection on violence against
women (VAW). The contributions provide insight into and promote debate about
many of the assumptions underlying responses to VAW, as well as outlining some
inspiring approaches for tackling [it]. The collection’s innovative structure,
including learning objectives, questions, and readings for each section, make it
essential for all courses and people interested in violence against women.”
Dr Miranda Horvath, Reader in Forensic Psychology and
Deputy Director of Forensic Psychological Services, Middlesex University, UK

“Violence against women is a universal and now recognized problem, as this

volume attests. For over three decades research has addressed some key forms of

violence women face around the globe. I recommend that in the first instance

young scholars start here with this volume, and think creatively about how to

move forward our initiatives and challenges to violence against women. In this

volume researchers share their insight, the state of the art in thinking about
confronting violence against women.”

Professor Betsy Stanko OBE, Head of Evidence and Insight,

Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime, London and Emeritus

Professor of Criminology, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK



Dedication

To all those whose energy, courage, and creativity are helping to build and sustain
a world where women and girls have the right to live free of violence.
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