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Pronunciation

Say aloud the words far, fat, and face, and you can hear
immediately that there are more sounds in English than let-
ters in the alphabet. To make up the difference, this diction-
ary uses a special set of symbols that tell you how to
pronounce the words you look up. The pronunciation fol-
lows the word in this way: dic|tion|ar|y (dik’she ner’g).
Each symbol represents a specific sound, as indicated in the
short pronunciation key on almost every right-hand page in
this dictionary.

Diacritical marks appear above some symbols. These
marks indicate specific sounds for the symbols with which
they appear. The diacritical marks are:

circumflex (sér’kam fleks)—the mark over the 6, as in order.

dieresis (di er’ a sis)—two dots over the 3, as in father, or
the i, as in rule. )

macron (ma’kron)—the long mark over the 3, as in age;

the &, as in equal; the T, as in ice; and the 6, as in open.
single dot—over the é in the ér, as in term, and over the
u, as in full.

tilde (ti¥ do)—the curved mark over the 3,as in care.

Stress marks show which syllables to emphasize. A heavy
stress mark [”] follows the syllable with primary or strong
accent. A light stress mark [”] follows the syllable with sec-
ondary or lighter accent.

Some words taken from foreign languages are spoken with

sounds that otherwise do not occur in English. Symbols for

these sounds are given in the complete pronunciation key on

this page.

Complete pronunciation key

a hat, cap oi oil, voice
a age, face ou house, out
a care, air p paper, cup
a father, far r run, try
b bad, rob s say, yes
ch child, much sh  she, rush
d did, red t  tell, it
e let, best th  thin, both
é equal, see ¥H ‘then, smooth
ér term, learn u cup, butter
f fat, if u  full, put
g 8o, bag i rule, move
h  he, how v very, save
i it pin w will, woman
1 ice, five y young, yet
j jam, enjoy z zero, breeze
k  kind, seek zh  measure, seizure
I land, coal
m  me, am 2 represents:
n no,in a in about
ng long, bring e in taken
o hot, rock i in pencil
0 open, go o in lemon
6 order, all u in circus

Non-English sounds

Y

as in French du. Pronounce & with the
lips rounded as for English ii in ru/e.

as in French peu. Pronounce 3 with the
lips rounded as for 6.

as in French bon. The N is not
pronounced, but shows that the vowel
before it is nasal.

as in German ach. Pronounce k without
closing the breath passage.

as in French ami/. The quality of this
vowel is midway between the a of hat
and the 3 of far, but closer to the
former.
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right angles are
L3 (el), n. an elevated reilroed The MAvonue
o oy gave up the . in its seventy-seventh
mxon deeoendenw (New Yorker). Also,
el. [ior e, for elevated
L-or k-, oomblmngform levo- (Ienhended) in

amino acids, acid ..., can exist
in two forms called D- and L-, dis by
tkfma)f]kctmpolm'eedfgmmew tist). [<
evo-
1. or | (no period), an abbreviation for the follow-
ing:
1 book (Latirry /ber).
2 latitude.
3 leaf.
g left. . £
7 pl. 1. line.
o b
9 lira or liras; lire (Italian money).
10 liter or liters.
11 locus.
12 low.
L (no period), an abbreviation or symbol for the
following:
1 Electricity. coefficient of self-inductance.
it gt
4 Lebanese (as in £L, the Lebanese pound)
: Libra (eonet ): !
7 (et stellar bodies).
L., an abbreviation for the following:
1 book (Latin, fiber).
2 Lady. :
3 Lake.
8 loft (in stage dvection).
° § left (in smge
7 Unerai
7 (Peny)
8 line.
'9 Botany. Linnaeus.
10 lira or lirag; lire (itelian money).
11 longitude. ;
pound or pounds sterling. [for Latin /ibra]
la'-(ld), n. the sixth tone of the diatonic scale. [<
Latin /abi7. See etym. under gamut
la2 (14, 18), interj. rchalc en exclamation of sur-_

prise. [variant of /o] :
la? ()Ie) French. the (ieminine smguler definite arti-

LL:(m period), lanthanum (chemeel element)

LA (no penods), Louisiana (with poetal Zip Code)

L.A., 1 Library Association. 2 Los Angeles.

laa|ger (ld’ger), n., v. —n. a camp or encamp-
ment, especially a camp in the open country pro-
tected by a circle of wagons: 7o South Africa’s
17th century settlers, “going into ‘laager’ " meant
forming a circle with their covered wagons to de-
fend selves against attacks by native tribes. .
To their present-day descendants, it means turn-

ing increasingly to the repressive strictures of
‘apartheid’ to protect themselves against the
nonwhite majority (Time).

— v.t, v.i. to arrange or encamp in a laager.
Also, lege
[< Afrikaans /aager, probably < German Lager]
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lab (lab), n. /nformal. laboratory: Rubber research
is camied out bgahostolﬂrms,andmlebsdo!»
ted from New Southern California

lab., 1a labor. b laborer. 2 laboraf atory.
L: 3 Labrador 2 British. a Labour (Party).’

Labourite.
labjan (leb'en 1&’ben), n. a thick, semi-solid or
similar made from curdled
and the Middle East.
[< Arabic /aban)

La/ban (I&ben), n. the father of Leah and Rachel,
the wives of Jacob (in the Bible, Genesis 29:13-

29).

La/ban|o/ta/tion (1&’be nd t&’shen, 18”-), n. &
method of noting and recordlr? dance move-
ments and arrangements. [< Rudolf von Laban,
a Hungarian-German dance teacher, who devised
and wrote about the method in 1928]

La/ban system (ld’ben, |&ben), =
lablajrum (lab’er em), 7., p/ -elrume -alra (-er e)
1 a banner of silk the monogram

having
of Christ on it, borne at the head of the Roman

borne
tical processions of the Roman Catholic Church.
3 any symbolic banner or standard. [< Late Latin
labarum imperial banner < Latin, a mmtary ban-
ner < Greek /dbaron)]
lab|ba (lab”e), n. = paca. [< a native name]
lab|da/num (lab’de nem), . a soft, dark-colored
gum resin that exudes from various roekroees
much used in mery, cosmetics, and formerly
, ladanum. [alteration of Latin
{adanum (influenced by Greek /dbda, variant of
lédmbda L) < Greek /ddanon gum from the /édon

mastic]

labje|fac|tion (lab’e fak’shen), n. a shaking or
weakening; overthrow; downfall: /abefaction of
the government. [< Late Latin /abefactid, -Onis <
Latin /abefacere s;iake loosen < /abdre to tot-

ter + facere mak

la|bel (I1&’bel), n., v., ~beled, -belllngor(aspe-
ctallyenmh)-bened -bell —n. 1 aslip of
paper, wdboard metal, or o material at-

anythmg and marked to show what or
it is, or where it is to go: Can you read
on the bottle? 2 a word or short phrase
describe some person, thing, or idea;

: In winter, Chicago deserves ils label of
M City.”” 3 a narrow strip of material at-
to a document to carry the seal. 4 U.S.

n identifying mark or brand: 7he workers were
by the delegates not to spread rumors that
brewery and its label were to be sold (New
Times). 5 a company producing phonogr:
reeorde A new label, Washington Records, has
made a noteworthy initial release (Better Listen-
ing). 6 Architecture. a dripstone or other molding
across the top of a door or window,

_“
§§§z
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]

3

other clath, such as a fillet, ribbon, or tassel: a
knit night-cap ... With two long labels button'd to
his chin (Blshop Joseph Hall). 8 Heraldry. a nar-
row band with pendants, used especially to dis-
tinguish the oldest son during his father’s life.
—w.t 1to put or write a label on: The bottle is
labeled “Poison.” syn: tag. 2 to describe as; call;
name: He labeled the boastful boy a liar. syn:
designate. 3 to infuse or treat (a substance) with
a radioactive chemical or isotope so that its
course or activity can be noted: The movement
of sugar in plants was studied in Canada by us-
ifg sugars “labelled” with radioactive carbon
74) (Harold William Rickelt).
ongm uncertain] — la’beller,
|ler, n.

[< Old French /abel;
especially British, la’bel

la/bel|late (le bel’dt), ad). lipped; labiate. [< Latin
labellum + English -ate']

Ia belle é/poque (la bel’ a pok?), French. 1 the
period at the turn of the century: Was the age of
Kipling and the Kaiser, McK/nley and Dreyfus,
really ‘la belle époque,’ the sunny Edwardian af-
ternoon it is often nostalgically painted? (Lis-
tener). 2 (literally) the beautiful epoch.

belle pro|vince (la bel’ prd vans’), French.
1 (in Canada) a nickname for Quebec. 2 (literally)
the beautiful province.

la|bel|loid (le bel’oid), ad). shaped like a label-

lum.
la/bel/lum (le bel’am), n., p/. -bellla (-bel’s). 1 the
large, liplike, middle petal of an orchid, usually

ERLY ]

ﬂvnnngamk )edemed ﬂen”“l:d U?r
es) often cal iC.
from the way Roman stone- have lines me

and no serifs. This type face
is called Helvetica.

different in shape and color from the other two.
2 a liplike part at the tip of. the proboscis of var-
ious insects, used for | up liquids. [< Latin
labellum (diminutive) < labium lip] .
lalbila (15”b& 8), n. plural of labium.
la|bi|al (1&’b8 ol), adj, n. —adj. 1 of the lips: vi-
brations of the labial palps of hawk moths. 2 hav-
ing to do with or like a labium. 3 Phonetics.
pronounced with the lips closed, nearly closed,
or rounded. 4 Music. having tones produced by
the impact of an air current on the edge of a lip,
such as that of a flute or an organ flue pipe.
—n. 1 Phonetics. a sound pronounced with the
lips closed, nearly closed, or rounded. 5, p, and
m are labials. 2 Music. a flue pipe, as distin-
shed from a reed pipe.
< Medieval Latin /abialis < Latin /abium lip]
— la*bljal|ly, adv.
la|bijallism (18’b& e liz’em), n. Phonetics. a tend-
to labialize sounds; labial pronunciation.
lelnc{ellllulﬂon (1&’b8 e le z&’shen), n. Phonetics.
1 the action of labializing. 2 the condition of be-
ing labialized.
la|bljal/ize (15’b8 o I12), v., -jzed, -izling. Phonet-
ics. 1 to give a labial character to (a sound). 2 to
round (a vowel).
labia maljojra (me )Or'e -jor’-), Anatomy. the
outer folds at the opening of the vulva. [< New
Latin /abia majora greater lips]
l.bh mino|ra (mi nbr’e, -ndr’-), Anatomy. the in-
“ner folds at the opening of the vulva. [< New
Latin /abia minora lesser lips]
la|bljate .(18’b& &t, -it), adj, n. —adj. 1 having one
or more liplike parts. 2 Botany. a having the
corolla or calix divided into two parts suggeshng
lips. b belonging to or having to do with the mint
family.
— n. a labiate plant.
[< New Latin /abiatus < Latin /abium lip)
la|bi|at/ed (13’b& d'tid), agj. = labiate.
la|bile (1&’bel), adj. 1 having the tendency to un-
dergo displacement in position or change in na-
ture, form, or composition; unstable: a /abile
chemical sclution. 2 likely to lapse: a /labile trust
fund. 3 moving over the part treated. Labile elec-
trodes are used in medical diagnosis. [< Latin /3-
bilis < /18b7 to slip, lapse]
la|billijty (le bil’e t&), n., pl. -ties. instability of
form or character.
la|bi|lijzaltion (1a’be le za’shen), n. the process
of making or condition of being unstable.
la|billize (1d’be [12), v.t, -lized, -lizling. to make
unstable: fo /abilize a chemical compound.
labio-, comb/mng form. made with the lips
and ___: Labiodental = made with the lips and
teeth. [< Latin /abium lip)
la|bileiden|tal (13'bé & den’tal), adj, n. Phonetics.
— adj. made with the lower lip and the upper
teeth; made with the lips and teeth.
— n. a labiodental sound. ~ and v are labioden-
tals.
la|bilo/na|sal (I1&’bé 5 nd’zal), adj., n. Phonetics.
— adj. made with the lips, but with the breath
stream passing out through the nose.
—n. a labionasal sound. M is a labionasal.
la|bilojve/lar (1a'bé G vé’ler), adj., n. Phonetics.
— adj. made with rounded lips and with the back
of the tongue toward or against the soft palate.
—n. a labiovelar sound. Wis a labiovelar.
la/bijum (1a’b& am), n., p/ -bila. 1 a lip or liplike
part, such as a portion of the corolla of certain
flowers or the organ that constitutes the lower lip
of an insect. 2 the inner margin of the opening of
a gastropod's shell. [< Latin /abum lip)
labllab (lab’lab), n. 1 a vine of the pea family,
with edible seeds, native to India but widely cul-
tivated in other warm countries; hyacinth bean.
2 any one of various related species. [< Arabic
lablab]
la|bor (l@’ber), n; v., ad. —n. 1 effort in domg or
making somethmg, work; toil: The carpenter was
well paid for his labor. Labor disgraces no man
(Ulysses S. Grant). syn: exertion, effort. See syn.
under work. 2 a piece of work to be done; task:
The king gave Hercules twelve labors to perform.
Our life is but a little holding, lent to do a m/?hty
labour (George Meredith). 3a work, especially
manual work, done by skilled and unskilled work
ers for wages: Digging ditches is labor. b the
work of human beings that produces goods or
services. Land, labor, and capital are the three
pnncxpal factors of production. Labor is prior to,
nd independent of, capita/ (Abraham Lincoln).

LIL/ L
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1168 laborare est orare

4a skilled and unskilled workers as a group: La-
bor favors safe working conditions. Labor’s func-
tion is to join with ... management in the.
common enterprise of meeting the needs of the
universal consumer (Emory S. Bogardus). b labor
unions as a group: The traditional allies of labor,
those who struggle for civil rights, social welfare,
the needs of the poor, ... should think of organ-
ized labor again as their first call for. friends and
for continuing significant support (Victor Got-
baum). 5 the physical exertions of childbirth
before delivery: She was in labor for two hours.
syN: parturition, travail.
— v.i. 1 to do work, especially hard work; toil: He
labored ¢!l day at the mill. 2 to move slowly and
heavily: The old car labored as it climbed the
steep hill. 3 to be burdened, troubled, or dis-
tressed: to labor under a mistake or a handicap.
4 to be long and drawn out; be elaborate. 5 to
be in labor during childbirth.
— v.t. 1 to elaborate with effort or in detail: 7he
speaker labored the point so long that we lost in-
terest. 2 Archaic. to till; cultivate. 3 Archaic. to
work or strive to bring about or achieve.
— adj. of or having to do with labor: a /abor .
shortage, labor leaders. Also, Especially British
labour.
[< Old French /abour, learned borrowing from
- Latin /abor, -6ris toil, pain]

la/bo|rajre est o/rare (lab’a rar’é est 6 rar’é),
Latin. 1 work is prayer. 2 (literally) to work is to

pray.

lablo|ra/to|rilal (lab’er o t6r’8 al, -tor’-; lab’re-),
adj. having to do with the laboratory. — lab’o|ra-
to’rilallly, adv.
lablo|ra/toirilan (lab’ar a t6r’é an, -tdr’-; lab’re-),
n., adj. — n. a person who works in a laboratory.
— adj. = laboratorial.

lablojralto|ry (lab’er o tor'g, -tor’-; lab’re-), n., pl
-ries, agj. —n. 1 a place where scientific work is
done; a room or building fitted with apparatus for
conducting scientific investigations, experiments,
or tests: a chemical laboratory. 2 a place
equipped for manufacturing such products as
chemicals, medicines, or explosives. 3 any place,
not a classroom or library, equipped for sys-
tematic study: a reading laboratory.
— adjj. used or performed in, or.having to do with
a laboratory: a /aboratory animal, a laboratery ex-
periment. Automation is overtaking even the
highly trained medical laboratory technician
(Science News Letter).
[< Medieval Latin /aboratorium < Latin /aborare
to work < /abor, -6ris work, toil]
laboratory animal, any animal commonly used
for experiments in a laboratory, such as guinea
pigs and mice: A /aboratory animal, such as a
rabbit ..., reacts to any protein from a source
outside its body in the same way it does to in-
vading disease germs (Fred W. Emerson).

laboratory school, a school for the observation
and study of children and evaluation of teaching
methods; campus school. It is usually part of the
department of education of a university or col-
lege.

labor camp, 1 a concentration camp for political

prisoners in totalitarian countries and for common
criminals sentenced to hard labor. 2 a place pro-
viding facilities for migratory workers.
Labor Day, the first Monday in September, a le-
al holiday in the United States, Puerto Rico, and
anada in honor of labor and laborers.
la/bored (l3’bard), agj. done with much effort; not
easy or natural; forced: /abored breathing. ... the
trouble is [ his) labored writing, which for the most
part is as frothy as yesterday’s spaghetti (Clive
Barnes). syn: laborious, studied, constrained. See
syn. under elaborate. — la’bored|ly, adv. — la’-
bored|ness, .

la/bor|er (1d’ber or), n. 1 a person who does work
requiring much physical labor: A field hand on a
farm is a laborer. 2 a worker.

labor exchange, an employment office, espe-

cially in Great Britain, that helps to find jobs and
makes job-payment benefits.

labor force, 1 the work force of a country. The

labor force of the United States comprises all the
employable people 16 years old or over. 2 any
work force.
la/bor|ing (l3’ber ing), adj. 1 that labors, espe-
cially that is engaged in manual or mechanical la-
bor: the laboring man. 2 struggling, as under -~
difficulty, emotion, stress, or other burden: an oc-
casional ss'gh from the laboring heart of the Cap-
tain (Longfellow). 3 rolling or pitching, as a ship.
— la’borling|ly, adv.

la/bor-in/ten|sity (l3’ber in ten’se t&), n. the
condition of being labor-intensive.

la/bor-in|ten(sive (13’ber in ten’siv), adj. requiring
more money for labor than for machines or
materials: Publishing is a labor-intensive industry.
The service sectors have in common the fact

that they are disproportionately labor-intensive
rather than capital-intensive, even though some
sectors (particularly transportation and communi-
cation) have extremely high ratios of capital to
output (W. Halder Fisher).

la/bo(rijous (lo bor’é es, -bdr’-), adi 1 needing or
taking much effort; requiring hard work: Hoeing a
garden is laborious. syn: toilsome, arduous, oner-
ous, wearisome. 2 showing signs of effort; not
easy; labored: The girl who was always late
made up laborious excuses. 3 willing to work
hard; industrious: Bees and ants are laborious
workers. syn: diligent. [< Latin /abdridsus < labor,
-0ris labor] — lajbo’rilous|ly, adv. — la|bo’ri|ous-
ness, 7.

La|borjism (13’ba rizem), n. 1 the principles or
tenets of a Labor Party, especially the British La-
bour Party. 2 adherence to these principles.

La|borlist (ld’ber ist), n. 1 a supporter of Labor-
ism, especially British Laborism. 2 = Laborite.

la|borjis|tic (la’ba ris’tik), adj. of labor; tending to
favor labor: The production of wealth is almost
wholly capitalistic; the distribution of wealth is
largely laboristic (Wall Street Journal).

la/bor|ite (I3’be rit), n. a person who supports
the interests of workers.

La|bor|ite (1d’be rit), n. a member of a Labor

Party.
la/bor|less (13’ber lis), ad). free from labor; doing
or requiring no labor.

labor market, the supply of labor in relation to
the demand for it.

labor of love, any work done with eager willing-
ness, either from fondness for the work itself or
from affection for the person for whom the work
is done.

la/bor om|nila vin|cit (1a’bér om’né e vin’sit),
Latin. labor conquers all things (the motto of the
state of Oklahoma).

labor organization, any group of workers le-
gally empowered to deal with employers on labor
disputes, grievances, or conditions of employ-
ment, especially as a labor union.

labor pains, 1 the muscular contractions and
pains of childbirth. 2 the difficulties encountered
at the beginning of an endeavor or enterprise:
the labor pains of starting a new book.

Labor Party, any political party organized to pro-
tect and promote the interests of workers.

labor relations, the study or practice of improv-
ing relations between labor and management.

la/bor-savling or la|bor|sav|ing (l3’ber sd'ving),
adj. that takes the place of or lessens labor: A
washing machine is a labor-saving device. The
neat labor-saving cook-stove had as yet no being
(Harriet Beecher Stowe).

labjra/dor|es/cence (lab’re db res’ens), n. the
brilliant play of colors exhibited by labradorite.

Lab|radorlilan (lab’re dor’& en), adj,, n. — adj. of
or having to do with the peninsula of Labrador, in
northeastern North America.

—n. a native or inhabitant of Labrador.
lab|ra|dorlite (lab’ra dér Tt, lab’re dér’-), n. a min-
eral, a kind of feldspar, that shows a brilliant dis-
play of colors when light strikes it. Architects use
plates of rock containing labradorite to ornament
buildings. [< Labrador, where it is found + -ite']
lab|ra|dorlitlic (lab’re d6 rit’ik), adj. of or like lab-

radorite.

Labrador retriever, a medium-sized hunting
dog used on land or water to retrieve game. It
has a thick, water-resistant coat and is black,
chocolate, or yellow in color. The breed origi-
nated in Newfoundiand.

Labrador tea, 1 any of a group of low, ever--
green shrubs of the heath family, growing in bogs
and swamps- of arctic and subarctic regions.

2 tea made with the leaves of a plant of this

group.
la|bral (I3’bral, lab’ral), adj. of a labrum or liplike

part.

la|bret (13’bret), n. an ornament stuck into or
through the lip. Labrets are often a piece of
wood, stone, bone, or shell worn by certain primi-
tive peoples. [< /abr(um) + -et]

lab|roid (lab’roid), adj, n. — adj. of or having the
spiny fins and thick lips characteristic of the
family of fishes including the wrasses.
—n. any fish belonging to this family.
[< New Latin Labroidea the family name < La-
brus the typical genus < Latin /abrum lip; see
etym. under labrum]

la/brum (13’bram, lab’rem), n., p/. lalbra (1a’bre,
lab’re), 1 a lip or liplike part. 2 Zoology. a the up-
per lip of insects and certain other arthropods.
b the outer margin of the opening.of a gastropod
shell. [< Latin /abrum lip, related to /abium
labium]

la/bur/num (le bér’nam), n. a small, poisonous
tree or shrub with hanging clusters of bright-yel-
low flowers. There are several kinds of laburnum,
including the golden chain, all belonging to the
pea faimily; all are native to Asia or Europe. [<
Latin /aburnum)

lab|ware (lab’war’), n. utensils, as of glass, por-
celain, or metal, that are used in a laboratory:
Like all Pyrex labware, these coils are corrosion
resistant (Scientific American). [< /ab + ware]

Lab|yirinth (lab’s rinth), n. Greek Mythology. the
maze built by Daedalus for King Minos of Crete
to imprison the Minotaur. [< Latin /abyrinthus <
Greek /abyrinthos] '

labor skate, U.S. S/ang. a labor unionist: These % lably|rinth (lab’e rinth), 7. 1 a number of con-

were no local cops picking up a labor skate for
disturbing the peace (Newsweek).

la/borisome (ld’bar sam), ad) laborious or toil-
some. — la’bor|somel|ly, adv.

labor turnover, 1 the number of new workers
hired in place of workers who have left their jobs.
2 the proportion of new workers hired to the av-
erage number of workers an employer has work-
ing for him: /n many industries men are “hired
and fired" freely, and a labor turnover of 100 per
cent in a year has been known to occur (Emory
S. Bogardus).

labor union, a group of workers joined to protect
and promote their interests, especially by dealing
as a group with their employers; union.

labor unionist, a member of a labor union: La-
bor unionists believe in collective bargaining (Em-
ory S. Bogardus).

la|bour (1a’ber), n., v.i, v.t, adj. Especially British.
labor. — la’boured, adj — la’bourler, n. — la’-
bourling, adj.

Lalbour (l@’ber), adj. of or having to do with the
Labour Party: a Labour politician.

La/bourlite (1&’ba rit), 7. a member of the British
Labour Party: A large majority of the Labourites
in Parliament disapproved. Abbr. Lab.

Labour Party, a political party in Great Britain
that claims especially to protect the rights and
advance the interests of working people. It is one
of the two major British political parties and was
founded by the trade unions late in the 1800’s
but has attracted much middle-class and intellec-
tual support.

Lalbour|wal|lah (l13’bar wol’a), n. (in Kenya and
some other parts of eastern Africa) a prominent
member of the Labour movement.

lajbra (la’bra, lab’re), n. plural of labrum.

Lab|ra|dor (lab’re dor), n. = Labrador retriever.

Labrador blue, a very dark blue color.

Labrador Current, a current of cold water that
rises in the Arctic Ocean and flows along the
coast of Labrador to a point near Newfoundland,
where it meets the Gulf Stream.

Labrador duck, a sea duck of the northern At-
lantic coast of North America, extinct since the
1870’s, the male of which was black with white
head and markings.

necting passages so arranged that it is hard to
find one’s way from point to point; maze. 2a any
confusing, complicated arrangement, such as of
streets or buildings: We could not find our way
out of the labyrinth of dark and narrow streets.

b Figurative. a confusing, complicated state of af-
fairs: Undeniably he [ Charles de Gaulle] had
resurrected French strength by leading the nation
out of the colonial labyrinth (John C. Cairns). syn:
intricacy, complexity. 3 Anatomy. the inner ear,
consisting of a bony and a membranous part.
The labyrinth holds the end fibers of the auditory
nerves. [< Labyrinth] — lab’y|rinth|like’, adj.

% labyrinth
definition 1

lay|y|rin|thal (lab’s rin’thel), adj. = labyrinthine.

labyrinth fish, any tropical fish of a group that
is brightly colored and has a cavity above the
gills for storing air.

larllllvlrlnlthllan (lab’e rin’thé en), adj. = labyrin-
thine.

lab|y|rin/thic (lab’s rin’thik), agj. = labyrinthine.
— lab’y|rin’thi|cal|ly, adv.

|arl'i|ytrlnlthlleal (lab’a rin’the kal), adj. = labyrin-
thine.

lab|y/rin|/thine (lab’s rin’thin, -th&n), adj. 1 of or
forming a labyrinth: /abyrinthine passages.
2 Figurative. confusing and complicated; intricate:
... down the labyrinthine ways Of my own mind
(Francis Thompson). syn: involved, inextricable.

lab|y/rin|thi(tis (lab’s rin thi*tis), n. inflammation
of the inner ear.

lab|y/rin/tho/don (lab’s rin’the don), n. = labyrin-
thodont.

lab|y|rin/tho/dont (lab’s rin’the dont), adj, n.
—adj. 1 having teeth with a labyrinthlike internal



structure. 2 of or having to do with a family of
large, sometimes huge, extinct amphibians, with
a labyrinthlike tooth structure. AR
— n. a labyrinthodont amphibian: Some primitive
fossil labyrinthodonts probably were ancestral to

down. b to criticize severely: The coach laced
into the team for not trying harder to win.

[< Old French /az < Latin /aqueus noose. See
etym. of doublet lasso.] — lace’like’, adj. — lac’-
er, n.

the oldest reptiles and so to all higher land verte- lace|bark (las’bérk’), n. = lacewood.

brates (Tracy |. Storer).
[< Greek /abyrinthos + odous, odéntos tooth]
nth r, a spider that spins a tangled

web to hide from its prey and a nearly circular
web anchored at varinus points around the cir-
cumference in which to catch insects.

lac’ (lak), n. a sticky substance deposited on var-
ious trees in southern Asia by scale insects. Lac
is used especially in making sealing wax, varnish,
red dye, and shellac. [< Hindustani /dkh < San-
skrit /dksd. See related etym. at lacquer. ]

lac? (lak), n., adj. = lakh. :

lac? (lak), adj. of or having to do with the lac op-
eron: The lac repressor binds to DNA that con-
tains the lac genes but not to DNA without lac
genes (Scientific American). [< /ac(tose)]

Lajcan|don (I kdn d6n’), n., pl. -don, -do|nes
(-dé’nds). a member of a small primitive tribe of
Indians, believed to be descendants of the
Mayas, living in southern Mexico near
Guatemala.

lac|cate (lak’dt), adj. having the appearance of
being lacquered: /accate /eaves.

lac|collite (lak’e ITt), n. = laccolith.

lac|co|lith (lak’s lith), n. a large mass of igneous
rock that has spread on rising from below, caus-
ing the overlying strata to bulge upward in a
domelike formation. [< Greek /dkkos storage pit,
reservoir, pond + /ithos stone]

zlace
definition 1

% lacewing

xlace (las), n, v, laced, lacling. —n. 1 an open
weaving or net of fine thread in an ornamental
pattern. 2 a cord, string, or leather strip passed
through holes to pull or hold together the ogpo-
site edges of a shoe, garment, or the like: 7hese
shoes need new laces. 3 gold or silver braid
used for trimming: Some uniforms have lace on
them. 4 a dash of brandy, whiskey, or other liq-
uor added to such beverages as coffee or tea.
— v.t. 1 to trim with lace: the white-laced collar
of a velvet dress. 2 to put laces through; pull or
hold together with a lace or laces: Lace your
shoes. 3 to adorn or trim with narrow braid: His
uniform was laced with gold. 4a to interlace; in-
tertwine: ... a black cotton laced with just
enough orlon to keep it from wilting (New
Yorker). ... his oral reports to the F.B.I. were

xlace|bug (Ids’bug’), n. a sucking insect with lace-

like markings on the body and wings. It sucks the
juices of broadleaf evergreens.

lace-cur|tain (I3s’kér’ten), adj. 1 fancy, preten-
tious: Maybe if | describe the game in another,
less lace-curtain, way it will be easier to see
(Scientific American). 2 characteristic of the mid-

dle class, sometimes emphazing a pretentious
but proper or xgteel manner: is & man with
a strong middle-class provincial, even, lace-cur-

tain ... background (Harper's).

Lac|e/dae/mo|nilan (las’s di md’n& en), adj, n. =
Spartan.

lace fern, a small fern having the underside of
the frond covered with matted wool.

lace|flow|er (las’flou’er), n. 1 a small, delicate
blue flower of an Australian plant of the parsiey
family. 2 the plant.

lace glass, a Venetian glass with white lacelike
designs contained in the body of clear glass; lat-
ticinio.

lace|leaf (lds’I&f’), n., pl -leaves. = latticeleaf.

lace|less (lds’lis), adj. without laces: Loafers and
most slippers are laceless shoes.

lace|/mak|ing (l3s’ma’king), 7. the art or process
of making lace.

lace paper, paper cut or stamped in imitation of
lace.

lace pillow, a round or oval board with a stuffed
covering, held on the knees to support the fabric
when making pillow lace.

lac|er|a|billiity (las’er o bil’s t&), n. the condition
of being lacerable. ~ 3

lac|er|alble (las’sr e bel), adj. that can be lacer-
ated.

lac|er|ate (v. las’e rat; ad). las’e rat, -erit), v., -at-
ed, -atling, agj. — v.L. 1 to tear roughly; mangle:
The bear’s claws lacerated the hunter's arm. syn:
rend, wound. 2 Figurative. to cause pain or suf-
fering to (the feelings, etc.); distress; hurt: 7he
coach’s sharmp lacerated my feelings. The
inscription on his tomb in Dublin’s St. Patrick’s
says that “the body of Jonathan Swift is buried
here, where fierce indignation ... can lacerate his
heart no more” (Time). syn: harrow, afflict.

— adjj. 1 deeply or irregularly indented as if torn:
lacerate. leaves. 2 torn; mangled.

[< Latin /acerdre (with English -ate') < /acer
mangled]

lac|er|at/ed (las’a rd’tid), adj. 1 mangled; torn;
hurt: a lacerated arm. 2 Figurative: lacerated
pride.

lac|er|altion (las’e rd’shen), n. 1 a rough tearing
or mangling; process of lacerating. 2 a rough
tear; mangled place: A forn, jagged wound is a
laceration. syn: mutilation.

lac|er|a|tive (las’s rd’tiv), adj. having the power
to lacerate or tear; tearing.

lac|er|ajtor (las’e rd ter), n. a person or thing that
lacerates.

Lajcer|ta (le sér’te), n., genitive La|cer|tae. a
northern constellation near Pegasus. [< Latin
lacerta lizard) -

La|cer|tae (lo sér’t8), n. genitive of Lacerta.

la|cer|tian (le sér’shen), adj, n. = lacertilian.

la|cer|tid (le sér’tid), n. = lizard.

lac|er|til/ijan (las’er til’é en), adj, n. —adj. 1 of
or belonging to the lizards. Lacertilians are a sub-
order of reptiles that include the geckos, cha-
meleons, and skinks. 2 lizardlike.

—n. a lizard or lizardlike reptile.
[< New Latin Lacertilia the suborder name (<
Latin /acerta lizard) + English -an]

la/cer|tine (le sér’tin), adj. 1 = lacertilian. 2 con-

sisting of intertwined or curving lizardlike forms in

laced with falsehoods (New York Times). Though decorative work. [< Latin /acerta lizard + English

only a story it is laced with many exciting facts
about the Revolutionary War. b to mix; blend

-ine' ]
lac|er|y (la’ser &), n., p/. -erlies. lacelike work.

(with): ... found that sawdust laced with oatmeal % lace|wing (l&s’wing’), n. an insect with four deli-

makes a much better soil for mushroom
(Scientific American). 5 to mark with streaks;
streak: a white petunia laced with purple. A
waterfall of foam, lacing the black rocks, with a
thousand snowy streams (Charles Kingsley).
Four-lane highways lace the island. 6 Informal. to
lash; beat; thrash. 7 to add a dash of brandy,
whiskey, or other alcoholic liquor, to (a beverage,
especially coffee): Let's go drink a dish of laced
coffee, and talk of the times (William Wycherley).
syN: flavor. 8 to squeeze in the waist of (a per-
son) by drawing the laces of a corset tight. syn:
compress. 9 to spread a network over or
through: If any nation were to begin lacing the
earth’s waters with ... bombs ... (New Yorker).
— v.i. to be laced: These shoes lace easily.

lace into, /nformal. a to attack by striking again
and again; lash: One of the two quarreling boys
suddenly laced into the other, knocking him

cate, lacelike wings and prominent, golden-
bronze eyes. Lacewings belong to the same
order as the ant lions.

lace|wood (las’wud’), n. the fibrous bark of the
currajong tree of Australia.

lace|work (lds’wérk’), n. 1 = lace. 2 openwork
like lace. 3 Figurative. a network: Saigon ... rests
on a lacework of rivers and canals (Frances Fitz-
gerald).

lac|ey (13’s8), adj, lacliler, laclilest. = lacy.

lach|e|nallija (lash’a nd’I& @), n. any South Afri-
can plant of a genus of the lily family, bearing
yellow, bell-shaped flowers. [< New Latin Lache-
nalia the genus name < Lachenal, a Swiss bota-
nist of the 1800's]

lach|es (lach’iz), n., pl lachles. 1 Law. failure to
do a thing at the right time; delay in asserting a
ight, claiming a privilege, or applying for redress:

0 decide ther the party lying has not, by

lack

laches or misconaduct, lost his right to the writ.
(London Times). 2 inexcusable negligence: We
may visit on the laches of this ministry the intro-
duction of that new principle and power ... Agita-
tion (Benjamin Disraeli). [ < Anglo-French
lachesse, Old French /aschesse < lasche negli-
gent < Latin /axus, loose, lax]

Lach|e|sls (lak’s sis), n. Greek and Roman My-
thology. one of the three Fates. Lachesis meas-
ures off the thread of human life. [< Latin
Lachesis < Greek Ldchesis)

lach|ry/mal (lak’re mel), adj, n. —adj. 1 of tears;
producing tears: Mostly a salt solution, lachrymal
fluid also contains substances that fight bacteria,
and proteins that help make the eye immune to
infection (G. W. Beadle). 2 for tears: Collecting
the drops of public sorrow into his volume, as
into a lachrymal vase (Washington Irving).

3 Anatomy. lacrimal. .

—n. = lachrymatory. Als?. nl;cﬂ:nl. la l.
lachrymals, a lacrimal glands. b tears:

thing else | said ... made her laugh in the midst
of her lachrymals (Samuel Richardson).

< M]edieval Latin /achrymalis < Latin /acrima
tear!

lachrymal gland, = lacrimal gland.

lach|ry/maition (lak’re ma@’shen), n. the shedding
of tears. Also, lacrimation.

lachiry/majtor (lak’re mé@‘ter), n. a substance
that makes the eyes water, such as tear gas.
Also, lacrimator.

lach|ry|mailto|ry (lak’re me tor'8, -tor’-), adj, n.,
pl. -ries. — adj. 1 of tears; producing tears. 2 for
tears.

—n. a small vase with a narrow neck found in
ancient Roman tombs and once believed to hold
the tears of mourners. Also, lacrimatory,
lacrymatory.

lach|ry|mist (lak’re mist), n. one who is addicted
to tears; weeper.

lach|ry/mose (lak’re mds), adj. 1 given to shed-
ding tears; tearful: /achrymose depressions of
spirit. syn: weeping. 2 suggestive of or tending to
cause tears; mournful: /achrymose poetry. syn:
maudlin, melancholy. [< Latin /acrimdsus < lac-
rima tear'] — lach’ry/mosel|ly, adv.

lach|ry/mosliity (lak’ro mos’s t&), n. = tearful-
ness.

lacliily (l@’se |18), adv. in a lacy way or manner.

lac|iiness (1&’sé nis), n. lacy condition or quality.

lacling (la’sing), n. 1 a cord, string, or the like,
for pulling-or holding something together: My
boot became loose when its lacing broke. 2 gold
or silver braid used for trimming. 3 streaked
coloration, as of flowers or plumage or fur: pale-
rose petals with red-rose lacings. 4 Informal. a
lashing; beating; thrashing: 7The sound lacing
which the young rascal should inevitably receive
(Henry Vizetelly). 5a a dash of brandy, whiskey,
or other alcoholic beverage: /rish coffee ... has
its heart in a goodly lacing of Irish whisky (Nan
Ickeringill). b Figurative: Liberal lacings of sex fail
to bring these cardboard characters alive (Oscar
Handlin).

lalcin|ila (le sin’8 8), n. 1 a slash, as in a leaf or
petal. 2 the apex of an insect’s maxilla. [< New
Latin /acinia; see etym. under laciniate]

lacinjilate (lo sin’é at, -it), adj. 1 Botany. cut into
deep and narrow irregular lobes; slashed; jagged.
2 Anatomy. shaped or formed like a fringe, as a
ligament. [< New Latin /acinia a slashed lobe of
a petal (< Latin, small piece < /acer mangled)

+ English -ate']

la|cinlijat|ed (le sin’g 3'tid), ag). jagged or
fringed; laciniate.

la[cinlijaition (lo sin’@ 3’shen), n. a lobe or pro-
jecting segment; laciniate formation.

la|cinlilose (lo sin’& Gs), agj. = laciniate.

lac insect, a scale insect that attaches itself to
the twigs of various trees, inserts its proboscis
throu?h the bark, sucks up the sap, and subse-
quently exudes it to form an amberlike incrusta-
tion called lac.

lacis (1a’ses), n. = lacework. [< French /acis]

lack (lak), v, 7. — .2 1 to be without; have no: A
homeless person lacks a home. Some guinea
pigs lack tails. 2 to have not enough; need: A
coward lacks courage.

— v.i. 1 to be absent or missing, as something
requisite or desirable: Here lacks but your mother
for to say amen (Shakespeare). 2a to be short
(of). b olele. to be in want or need: He that
giveth unto the poor shall not lack (Proverbs
28:27). [< noun]

—n. 1 the condition of being without: Lack of a
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1170 lackadaisical

fire made him cold. 2 not having enough; short-
age: Lack of rest made her tired. Let his lack of
years be no impediment (Shakespeare). syn: defi-
ciency, deficit, dearth, paucity, scarcity. 3 thing
needed: The campers’ main lack was dry wood
for a fire.
for lack of, a because of too little: / sold the
business for lack of capital. b for want of; being
without: More than 100 inadequately staffed in-
teragency committees which for lack of authority
have ended up doing virtually nothing (Edmund
S. Muskie).
[origin uncertain. Compare Middle Dutch /ac, Mid-
dle Low German /ak.]
—Syn. v.t. 1, 2 Lack, want, need mean to be
without something. Lack means to be completely
without or without enough of something, good or
bad: A coward lacks courage. Want means to
lack something worth having, desired, or, espe-
cially, necessary for completeness: That dress
wants a belt. Need means to lack something re-
quired for a purpose or that cannot be done with-
out: He does not have the tools he needs. She
needs more sieep.

lack|a|daisical (lak’e d&’ze kel), adj. lacking in-
terest or enthusiasm; languid; listless: A lack-
adaisical sales staff. The new mayor has worked
long and hard and is far from lackadaisical. syn:
spiritiess, lethargic, dreamy. [< /ackadaisy, vari-
ant of /ackaday+ -ic + -al'] — lack’a|dal’si|cal|ly,
adv. — lack’a|dai’si|callness, n.

lack|a|day (lak’e d&’), interj. an exclamation of
sorrow or regret; alas. [variant of alackaday/]

lack|er (lak’er), n., v.t. = lacquer. — lack’er|er, n.

lack|ey (lak’8), n., pl. -eys, adj, v., -eyed, -ey-
ing. —n. 1 a male servant; footman: nable-
man sent one of his lackeys ahead with a mes-
sage. | saw a gay gilt chariot ... the coachman
with a new cockade, and the lackeys with inso-
lence and plenty in their countenances (Sir Rich-

ard Steele). syn: flunky. 2 a follower who obeys # lajcrosse (le

o;‘ders as if he were a servant; toady. syn: syco-

phant. e
— adj. servile; slavish: a /ackey informer.
—v.t. 1 to wait on: A thousand liveried angels
lacky her (Milton). 2 to be slavish to.
— V.i. to act or serve as a lackey: The Navy still
lackeys around the clock for the Royal Yacht
Squadron and its guests (Manchester Guardian
Waeekly). .
[< Middie French /aquais < Spanish /g¢ayo foot
soldier, perhaps < Arabic a/-gd’d chief, captain
(usually a Moor who occupies a lesser t be-
cause he was captured by Christians). pare
etym. under alcaide.] '

lack|ing (lak’ing), ad/., prep. —adj. 1 not having
enough; deficient: A weak person is lacking in
strength. 2 absent; not here: Water is lacking be-
cause the pipe is broken.
— prep. without; not having: Lacking butter, we
ate jam on our bread.

lack-in-of|fice (lak’en 6f‘is, -of’-), n., pl. lacks-
in-of|fice. a person who seeks to gain public of-
fice; an office seeker.

lack|land (lak’land’), adj, n. — adj. without land;
landless. -
—n. a person who has no land.

lack|lusiter (lak’lus’ter), adj, n. —adj. lacking
brightness; dull and drab: a /ackluster perform-
ance of a play. From a gaudy blue to a faint
lackluster shade of grey (Dickens).
—n. Rare. the absence of luster or brightness.

lack|lus|tre (lak’lus’ter), ad)., n. Especially Birit-
ish. lackluster.

lack|wit (lak’wit’), n. /nformal. a stupid person.

La|co|nilan (le k3’n& en), adj, n. —adj. having to
do with Laconia, an ancient country in southern
Greece whose capital was’Sparta, or its inhabit-
ants; Spartan or Lacedaemonian. .. -
—n. an inhabitant of Laconia.

la|conlic (ls kon’ik), adj. using few words; brief in
speech or expression; concise: Boccalini ... in-
dicts a laconic writer for speaking that in three
words which he might have said in two (Sir Rich-
ard Steele). syn: short, condensed, terse, suc-
cinct, pithy, sententious. [< Latin Lacdnicus <
Greek Lakonikés Spartan < L&kdn a Spartan
(because Spartans were noted for brevity in
speech)] — lajcon’i|callly, adv.

lajcon(ijcism (le kon’e siz em), n. = laconism.

lajconlijcum (le kon’e kem), 7. the sweating
room of an ancient Roman bath. [< Latin Lacorni-
cum, neuter of Lacdnicus (because it was first
used by the Spartans); see etym. under laconic]

lac|o|nism (lak’e niz em), 7. 1 laconic brevity.
2 a loconic speech or expression. [< Greek /akd- -
nismos < lakdnizein to imitate Lacedaemonians,
especially in speech < L&kdn; see etym. under
laconic]

lac operon, the operon involved in the metabo-
lism of lactose. It was the first operon isolated in
pure form. The isolation in pure form of a set of

six bacterial genes known as the lac operon has
been accomplished by a gw led by Or. Jon
Beckwith of the Harvard Medical
(Science Journal). [< /ac(tose)]

lac|quer (lak’er), n., v. —n. 1 a varnish used to
give a coating or shiny appearance to metals, -
wood, or paper. Lacquers are made in all colors
that are commonly found in paints. Lacquer con-
sists of a solution of pale shellac dissolved in al-
cohol or some other solvent. Other lacquers are
made from the resin of a sumac tree of south-
east Asia. 2 articles coated with lacquer; lacquer-
ware. 3 Obsolete. lact,
— v.t. 1 to coat with or as if with lacquer.
2 Slang. to E)o lish; make mcre presentable: the

Actors , an organization dedicated to lac-
_?yenhjq up-and-coming performers (New York
imes).

[< Middle French /acre < Portuguese, seall
wax < /acca lac < Arabic /akk < Persian /ak lac:
gum. See related etym. at lake?, shellac.] — lac’-
querler, 7.
lacquer tree, = varnish tree.
lac|quer|ware (lak’er wér’), n. wooden articles
coated with lacq :
lac|quer|/work (lak’er wérk’), n. 1 = lacquerware.
2 the making of lacquerware.
lac|quey (lak’8), ., pl. -queys, v., -queyed,
-qucm = lackey. i
lac|ri or lac|ry|mal (lak’re mel), adj, n.
—adj. 1 = lachrymal. 2 Anatomy. of to

do with, or near the glands (lacrimal glands) that
secrete tears, or the ducts leading from them.

—n. a vessel for tears; lachrymatory.
lacrimal gland, sither of the two glands

above each eye, that produces tears.
hﬁzlnrllmluon (lak’re ma@’shen), n. = lachryma-

lac|riimaltor (lak’re m&’ter), n. lachrymal sub-
stance; lachrymator.
h&r;ln:;ﬁlr‘y‘ﬂ or I-epllrylmlhlll'y (lak’re tormy.-

, -t8r’-), adj,, n., pl. -ries. = lachrymatory.
krds’, -kros’), n. a played on
a field by two teams, usually of 10 players each,
with a ball and long-handled rackets with a loose
net at one end. The players on one team carry
andpasstheballtoeachometu'ylngtosend
the ball into the other team’s goal. [American
English < Canadian Frénch /a crosse (originally)
the racket used in the game; (literally) hooked
stick, cross]
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*lacrosse

laciry/ma Cheis|tl (lak’re me kris’t8), pl. lac|ry-
mae Chris|ti (lak’re m& kris’t8). 1 a sweet or dry,
white or red wine of southern Italy. 2 a dry, spar-
kling white wine of northern Italy.
g‘ Ne]w Latin /acryma Christi (literally) tears of

rist

lact-, combining form. the form of lacto- before
vowels, as in /actase.

lacita/gogue (lak’te gbg, -gog), adj, n. = galac-

ogue. [< /act-+ Greek a leading]

lact|al|bu|min (lak’tal byii’min), n. the albumin
found in milk. [< /act- + albumin)]

lac|tam (lak’tam), n. Chemistry. any of a group of
compounds containing the NH*CO group. It is a
cyclic anhydride of an amino acid, produced by
the elimination of water from the amino (-NHz)
and carboxyl (-COOH) radicals. [< /act(one) +
am(ino acid)]

lac|tajrene (lak’te rén), n. a preparation of the
casein of milk, used as a color fixative in printing
calico. [< Latin /actdrius having to do with milk
(< lac, lactis milk) + English -ene]

lac|ta|rine (lak’te rin, -r&n), n. = lactarene.

lac|tary (lak’ter &), adj of or having to.do with
milk. [< Latin /actdnius < lac, lactis milR]

lacitase (lak’tds), n. Biochemistry. an enzyme in
certain yeasts and in the intestines, capable of
decomposing lactose into glucose and galactose.
[< /act(ose) + -ase]

lac|tate' (lak’tat), n. Chemistry. a salt or ester of
lactic acid. [< /act(ic acid) + -ate?]

lac|tate? (lak’tat), v.i, -tat|ed, -tatjing. 1 to se-
crete milk. 2 to give suck. [< Latin /actdre (with
English -ate') to suckie]

lactate dehydrogenase, an enzyme produced
in animal tissue that oxidizes lactic acid and is
released in increased amounts by cancerous
cells. Abbr: LDH (no periods).

lac|tajtion (lak t&’shen), n. 1 the secretion or for-
mation of milk: /actation records of cows. 2 the

. initiating

time di which a mother gives milk. 3 the act
of suckling a baby. [< Latin /actdre to suckle +

E -ation)

I.o?&lllonl-l (lak t&’she nel), adj. of or having to
do with lactation: & /lactational physiologist. — lac-
ta‘tion|al|ly, aav. oy

lac|te|al (lak’t8 el), adj, n. —ad/. 1 of milk; like

milk; milky: a /acteal secretion. 2 carrying chyle
a milky liquid formed from digested food:

—n. any one of the tic vessels that
carry chyle from the | intestine to be ab-
sorbed by the blood. 2 &

[< Latin /acteus (< /ac, lactis milk) + English -a/']

— lac’te|allly, aov.
lacite|ous (lak’td es), adj = milky.
lac|tes|cence (lak tes’ens), 7. 1 a milky apg::‘r
ance; milkiness. 2 an abundant flow of sap

g

participle of /actdscere become milky, be able to
gr:e milk < /actére have milk or juice; suckle <

holﬂ,:‘i”l:kmr)] adj. of milk; from. milk, especially
sour milk. [< Latin /ac, /actis milk 4+ English
actobacil

ther, textiles, foods,
liquors (Science News Letter). Formula: C3HeOs
lactic dehydrogenase, = lactate dehydrogen-
ase.

lacitide (lak’tid), n. Chemistry. 1 a compound
- formed lactic' acid,

and regarded as
of that acid. 2 any.of a class of -

an.an
similar compounds. [< /act(ic.acid) + ~ide|
lac|tifler|ous (lak m‘['u es), 4d/. 1 ()ol anlnlalc or
their organs, ing or conveying milk or a
‘milky fluid. 2 (of ) m%ml? wo (<
Latin /actifer prg mitk or j ( - lactis
milk + ferre to bear) + English -ous] — lac|tif’er-
iwoltilte (ak H7k) adj. producing milk.
, adj. mi
lac|tiv|o|rous (lak tiv’er es), milk.
lacto-, aombim'ng( form. 1 mﬁk) ‘d.udi:vmhcmm

2 lactic acid, as in /actobacillus. Also, lact-
before vowels.
[< Latin /ac, /actis)
lac|to|ba|cil|lus (lak’td be sil’es), n., p/. -clllli
(-sil’T). any one of a genus of aerobic bacteria
that produces lactic acid with the fermentation of
sugar: /t is not the acid-forming lactobacilli that
cause tooth decay but another kind that attack
the keratin of the teeth (Science News Letter).
lac|to|duct (lak’t5 dukt’), n. a plastic pipeline
conveying milk from high mountain pastures to

villages, especially in Switzerland.
laﬂclviiolflnl n (lak’td fld*vin), n. Biochemistry. ribo-
avin. L
lac|to| (lak’te jen), n. a hormone that stimu-

lates the secretion of milk.

lacito/gen|e|sis (lak’te jen’s sis), n. the power of

milk secretion.

lacito/geniic (lak’te jen’ik), ad). stimulating the
secretion and flow of milk: /ac: hormones.

lac|to|glo|bullin (lak’td glob’ye lin), n. the globu-
lin.found in milk.

lac|tom|e|ter (lak tom’e ter), n. an instrument for
testing the purity or richness of milk.

lac|tone (lak’tdn), n. Chemistry. any of a group of
cyclic anhydrides produced by the loss of a
molecule of water from the hydroxyl (-OH) and
carboxyl (-COOH) radicals of hydroxy acids.

Ialclthnllc (lak ton’ik), adj. of or having to do with
actone.

lac|to/phos|phate (lak’te fos’fat), n a lactate

and a phosphate in combination.
lac|to|prene (lak’te pr8n), n. a synthetic rubber
with high tance to oils and heat, made from

acrylate and acrylonitrile. [< /acfo- + (iso)prene]

lac|to|pro|tein (lak’te prd’tdn, -t&in), n. any pro-
tein found in milk.

lac|to|scope (lak’te skdp), n. an instrument for
testing the purity or richness of milk by its resist-
ance to the passage of light.

lac|tose (lak’t3s), n. a crystalline sugar, present
in milk; milk sugar. It is usually obtained by
evaporating whey and converting it into hard,
white crystals. Lactose is an isomer of common
table sugar. Formula: C42H22044 [< French /ac-
tose < Latin /ac, /actis milk + French -ose -ose]

lac|to|veg|e/|tar|ijan (lak’td vej’e t&r’8 en), adj.
corisisting of a diet of milk and vegetables.

lajcu|na ?le kyl’ne), n., pl. -nae (-nd), -nas. 1a an
empty space; gap: There was a lacuna in the old
letter where the ink had faded. b Figurative: [ He)
has sought to fill, with this elegant colfection of
essays, a serious and regrettable lacuna in Italian



Iinleulnan. laclu|nar-

holulnarly (lak’yu ner’8, le kyiner-), adj = lacu-
hloulnm (le kyd*nit, lak’yu nit; -nat), adi = lacu-

lnlouno (le kyin’), n. = lacuna.
latl:‘:’ulno“ (le kyu'nﬁs) adj. having lacunas; pit-

lqﬂ;lulmlll!v (lak’yi nos’e t8), n. lacunose qual-

lalculnullose (ls kyi¥nye 15s), adi mi ed

':"ounum L kyu'r;ya s), adj. minutely pitt
cus|tri ‘ (le kus’tré en), adj, n. —ad). =

—n. a lake dweller. - i
lajcusitrine (le kus’trin), adj. 1 of lakes: /acus-
trine mire. 2 living or growing in lakes: /acustrine

mmﬂus.saaw%.olorhavmmdom
strata that originated by deposition at the bottom

lake; receptacle (on anal of paluster, -tris
, palustrine) + ']
lacly (Wss) «#, laclijer, Itclllut 1 of lace: The
little girl wore & lacy frock. 2 like lace; having an

opendelmte pattern: thalacylaavesofafam

fornawidaas(l.uluan s#th)
ster. 2 /Informal. a man: How

a region of eastern Kashmir]
hlclang (1&°daing), n. a system of cultivation prac-
by farmers in Indonesia and Malaysia, in
wmchtheydearapanofmehmandfannn
h they move

until the soil is exhausted, aft
lad|a|num (lad’e nem), n. = labdanum.

Malay /adang
definition 1
stepladder %

#*ladder-back chair

* lad|der (lad’er), n. , V. —n. 1 a set of rungs or
etepsfasteneduﬂotwolongsudepoeoesofwood
metal, or rope, for use in cli The boys
mmmmmyethmmm
house. 2 Fi mameansofchmbmghher
often a ladder to success. 3

 fish to

garment,
breaking of a thread.
[Oid hidder] — lad’der|less, adj. — lad’-
der|like’,
lad| ohalr(lad'or buk'),achahnving
a back formed of horizontal pieces of wood be-
tween pieces, such as a ladder has.
ed (lad’er bakt’), adhmnngabock
- a ladder-

Ameﬁcanwood;oekerhavmgblack—and—whne
bars on its upper parts.

lad|dered (hd’e{d).thngis:inregum.e\gnsl:-d-
quenee.resemblng leps or rungs of a
der: See, from the Iaddavdsholws
Shakespeare and Swift themselves speak
snlghtlydown(Aﬂanhc) 2providodwlthalad—

polmr a polymer made up of double-
stranded chains of molecules connected by hy-
drogen or chemical bonds at ngularintervnltlm
the rungs the two sides of a ladder.
l.‘!dorlpnd (Iad’erprﬁf’). adj. British. resistant
runs: laddsrproof nylon

hddor.ﬂhh an embroidery stitch made with
croubarsbetweonndgesofrﬁmm
ladder truck, a fire engine with exten-
sion ladders, fire hooks, and other fire-fighting

apparatus.
lad|der|y (lad’e r8), adj resembling a ladder.
lad|die (lad’8); n. Scottish. a lad.
lad|dish (lad’ish), adj. like a lad; boyish; juvenile.
- dishiness, n.

lade (lad), v, ladjed, lldhnorhdl'd. ladling.
—vi 1toputa on; load, especially a
cargo on board (a ship): wmnmm
the harvest of every climate (Joseph Addison).
syn: burden, oppress. 2 to take up (liquid) with a
ladle, scoop, or the like; dip: Like one that ...
chides the sea ... saying he'll lade it dry
(Shakespeare). syn: scoop.
—v.L 1 to take on a load or cargo. 2 to take up
wlthlladle 3 e; bail.
[Old E
lad|en? (13”den),

hed down

L
- 4
@
=

: The camels were

lad|en? (1&den), v.¢ to Iade. load.
l.-dl-da (u'da da*), adj, n

thmkmg pub/fslmga /a—d-da boolraboul
men'’s olomosr(New Yorker).
—n. an affected person; fop.
— v./ to be snobbish or pretentious.
— Interj. an exclamation ridiculing snobbish or
pretentious speech or manners.
la-‘-dnh (1&’dé d&’), adj, n., v.i, -dahed, -dah-

h%m(m’dsz) U.S. a women'’s or-
tion associated with a men’s club, a fire
t, or similar group.

ladies chain, a square-dancing figure or call in

which the women hands as they cross over

to the men.
ladies’ day, U.S. a day on which a special privi-
lege, such as reduced theater prices or free ad-
rrnssnontoasporu event, is given to women.
ladies’ man, = ladr;?s man.
ladloc' room, U.S. a public lavatory for women.
ladies’ tresses, = lady’s-tresses.
la|dilfy (13°d& fT), v.t, -fied, -fyling. = ladyfy.
La|dik (la d&k’), n. a finely textured Turkish rug
woven in or near the town of Ladik, Turkey.
La|din (ledén’), n. 1 a Rhaeto-Romanic dialect
spoken in parts of Switzerland and Tyrol, closely
related to Romansh. 2 any Rhaeto-Romanic dia-
lect, such as Romansh. 3 one of the people of
Switzerland and the Tyrol who speak Ladin. [<
Rhaeto-Romanic Ladin < Latin Latinus Latin]
lad|ing (l&”ding), n. 1 the act of loading. 2 load;
treght; cargo: bill of lading.

Imo (le d&”nd), n., pl. -nos. 1 Also, ladino. In
Spanish America: a a mestizo. b a mestizo or
other native who adopts Western ways of living.

2 Also, ladino. = La clover. 3 the ancient
Spanish or Castilian language. 4 a Spanish dia-
lect with Hebrew elements, spoken in Turkey and
elsewhere by descendants of Spanish and Por-
tuguese Jews; Judeo-Spanish. [< Spanish Ladino
(literally) Latin < Latin Laﬂ‘nus Latin]

Ladino or ladino clover, a variety of giant white
clover valuable as a forage crop.

ta|dle (l&’del), n, v, -dled, -dling. —n. a large
cup-shaped spoon with a |ong handle, for dipping
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out Ilquuds We filled our cups with punch from a
ladle in the bowl.
—v.t 1 to dip: Mother ladled out the soup. 2 to
carry in a ladle.
[Old English hisedel < hladan lade] — la‘dler, n.

ladle car, a car into which molten iron is poured
from a furnace.

la|dle|ful (1a’del ful), n., p/ -fuls. the amount (hat
a ladle holds.

ta dol|ce vilta (14 dol’cha vé’td), /talian. the
sweet life; dolce vita: Existentialism ... presents
an escape from the morass of con/onn/'!y, la
dolce vita, boredom (Harper's).

la/drone (le dron’), n. (in Spain or Spanish
America) a robber; highwayman. [< Spanish /a-
drén < Latin /atrd, -6nis bandit; (originally) hired

servant]

la|dy (1&’d&), n., pl. -dies, adj. —n. 1a a woman
of good family and high social position: Here lies
a lady of beauty and high degree (John Crowe
Ransom). syn: gentlewoman. See syn. under
woman. b a woman who is looked up to be-
cause she has good taste and pleasant manners;
well-bred woman: A /ady is polite and courteous
to everyone. 2 a polite term for any woman: ‘La-
dies” is often used in speaking or writing to a
group of women. | stood in front of ... my host-
ess a married lady (Holiday). 3 a noblewoman;
womah who has the title of Lady: She is the
daughter of an earl, a lady by birth. 4 a woman
who has the rights or authority of a lord; mistress
of a household. 5 a woman whom a man loves
or is devoted to: My /ady sweet, arise!(Shake-
speare). syn: sweetheart. 6 a wife: By a former
marriage, Mr. Henry Dashwood had one son; by
his present lady, three daughters (Jane Austen).
sYN: spouse. 7 the bony structure in a lobster’s
stomach that grinds its food.

—adj. 1 woman; female: a /ady reporter. 2 of or
having to do with a lady; ladylike.

[Old English higfdige (literally) one who kneads
a loaf of bread. See related etym. at lord.]

P Lady is often used in everyday speech to re-
fer to any woman, no matter what her social po-
sition or background: /ady cabdriver, lady clerk.
“I'm your dustman, lady, come to wish you a
Happy New Year” (Sunday Times). In many
cases woman, as in cleaning woman, might be
more appropriate, though sales/ady and /andlady
are well established. And generally among many
women /ady as a term differentiating job, duty, or
office by sex is a complete anathema. .

Laldy (1a”dé), n., pl -dies. a title in speaking to or
of women of certain ranks in Great Britain, as:

a a marchioness, countess, viscountess, or bar-
oness. b the daughter of a duke, marquis, or
earl. ¢ the wife of a man with a courtesy title of
Lord. d the wife of a baronet or knight.
Our Lady, a title of the Virgin Mary: Low on her
knees herself she cast, Before Our Lady mur-
mur'd she (Tennyson).

,Lady Am|herst’s pheasant (am’arss), a

| brightly colored pheasant, native to parts of

¢ China and Tibet. [< Lady Amhers* a British no-
blewoman of the 1800's]

lady apple, a small, delicate, red, ¢  d and yel-
low, variety of -apple, valued chiefly for its waxy-
looking ornamental appearance.

Lady Baltimore cake, a white cake of three
layers, having a flavored icing which contains
chopped figs, nuts, and raisins.

lady beetle, = ladybug

la|dy|bird (l3”dé bérd’) n. = ladybug. [< earlier
genitive case of (Our) Lady + bird]

ladybird beetle, = ladybug.

Lady Bountiful, a kind and gracious, usually
well-to-do, woman. [< L. dy Bountiful, a character
in George Farquhar’s play The Beaux’ Stratagem)

la/dy|bug (l3’d€ bug’), n. a small, reddish or yel-
low beetle that has a rounded back with black or
colored spots. Many ladybugs eat certain insects,
such as aphids and scale insects, that are harm-
ful to fruit and other crops. See picture under
beetle'.

lady chair, a kind of seat for a third person,
formed by two persons holding each other's
hands crossed.

Lady Chapel or chapel, a chapel dedicated to
the Virgin Mary, generally placed behind the high
altar in a cathedral or large church.

lady crab, any of various crabs, especially a spe-
cies common on the Atlantic coast of the United
States; calico crab.

lady cracker, a small firecracker.

Lady Day, 1 = Annunciation Day. 2 (formerly)

Pronunciation Key: hat, age, care, fér; let, &qual,
térm; it, ice; hot, 8pen, &rder; oil, out; cup, put,
rille; child; long; thin; ¥en; zh, measure;

@ represents a in about, e in taken, i in pencil,

o in lemon, u in circus.
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any festival day honoring the Vargln Mary.

lady fern, a fern similar to the spleenwort but
having curved spore cases.

la|dy|fin|ger (13”d& fing’ger), n. a small sponge
cake shaped somewhat like a finger. Also,

, lady’s-finger.

Ialdylﬂsh (1a’dé fish’), n., pl. -fish|es or (collec-
tively) -fish. any one of various small marine
game fishes found in the tropical regions of the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

lady friend, 1 a woman friend or companion.

2 a man's sweetheart; girl friend.

la|dy|fy (13’dé fT), v.t, -fied, -fyling. to make a
lady of; give the title “Lady to. Also, ladify.

la/dy/hood (I&’d& hud), n. 1 the condition or char-
acter of a lady. 2 ladies as a group.

lady in waiting, or la/dy-in-wait/ing (13’d8 in-
wa’ting), pl. ladies in waiting, la|dies-in-waitjing.
a lady of the royal household who accompanies
or serves a queen or princess.

la|dylish (13’d& ish), ad/ like a lady; having a
ladylike quality or character. — la’dylishily, adv.
— la’dylishiness, .

la|dy-kill|er (I&°d& kil’er), n. Slang. a man whom
women are supposed to find captivating or irre-
sistible.

la|dy-killling (13dé kil'ing), n., adj. Slang. —n.
the acts or arts of a lady-killer.

— adjj. of or having to do with a lady-killer.
la|dy|kin (13°d& kin), n. a little lady.

la|dy|less (1d’dé lis), adj. without a lady or ladies;
unaccompanied by a lady.

la/dy|like (13’d& ITk’), adj. 1 like a lady; polite and
courteous: a refined, /adylike young woman. sYN:
well-bred. 2a suitable for a lady: /adylike man-
ners. b effeminate: fops at all corners, ladylike in
mien (William Cowper). — la’dy|like’ness, n.

la|dy|/love (13’dé& luv’), n. a woman who is loved
by a man; sweetheart.

lady luck, chance; good fortune: ... the large
gambling casinos where adventurers have wooed
lady luck for generations (New York Times).

lady mayoress, Sritish. the wife of a lord mayor.

lady of the bedchamber, 5ritish. a companion
or personal attendant upon the queen, not a
servant.

lady of the evening, = prostitute.

lady of the house, the woman who is head of
the household: The salesman asked to speak to
the lady of the house.

Lady of the Lake, = Vivian.

Lady of the Snows, Our, Canada: For we be
also a people,’ Said our Lady of the Snows (Rud-
yard Kipling).

lady’s bedstraw, a small plant with clusters of
white flowers, and fragrant stems and leaves;
bedstraw.

lady’s delight, the common pansy; wild pansy.

la|dy’s-ear|drop (I3”déz ir’drop’), n. any of var-
ious plants with drooping racemes or flowers that
suggest eardrops, such as the fuchsia.

la|/dy’s-fin|ger (13’d&z fing’ger), n. = ladyfinger.
lady’s glove, = foxglove.

la|dy|ship (13”dé ship), n. the rank or position of

a lady.

La|dy|ship (13’d& ship), n. British. a title used in
speaking to or of a woman having the rank of
Lady: “Your Ladyship."

la|dy-slip|per (l13’dé slip’er), n. = lady’s-slipper.

lady’s maid, a woman servant who attends a
lady in dressing.

lady’s man, a man who is devoted to the society
of women and diligent in his attention to them.
Also, ladies’ man.

la|dy’s-mani|tie (13’d&z man’tsl), n. a perennial
herb of the rose family. It is an Old-World plant
formerly used in medicine as an astringent.

la/dy-smock (13dé smok’), n. = lady’s-smock.

la|dy’s-slip|per (1&’d&z slip’er), n. 1 a wild orchid
whose flower looks somewhat like a slipper;
moccasin flower. It has a pouch-shaped lip and
is terrestrial, growing in temperate regions. 2 any
one of various related plants bearing similar flow-
ers, especially a tropical specnes cultivated in
greenhouses.

la|/dy’s-smock (13’d&z smok’), n. = cuckoo-
flower.

la/dy’s-thumb (l1&’d&z thum’), 7. a common
smartweed whose oblong spike suggests a
thumb.

la|dy’s-tress|es (14/déz tres’iz), n. any one of
various low terrestrial orchids, bearing spikes of
small, spirally arranged flowers. Also, ladies’
tresses.

Laén|nec’s cirrhosis (I3 neks’), cirrhosis of.the
liver. [< René T. H. Laénnec, 1781-1826, a
French physician]

Lalertes (13 ért8z), n. 1 Greek Legend. the fa-
ther of Odysseus. 2 the son of Polonius and
brother of Ophelia in Shakespeare's play Haml/et.

Laes|tryigoinilan (les’tra gd’né on), n. a-cannibal
giant who was one of a mythical race that slew,

Pl st x4

y. Also, nian.

Lae|ta/re Sunday (I8 tar’d), the fourth and mid-
dle Sunday in Lent celebrated in the Roman
Catholic Church and named after the beginning
of the introit for the day, “‘Laetare Jerusalem,”
from Isaiah 66:10. [< Latin /aetdre be joyfull]

Lale|trile (13’8 tril), n. Trademark. a drug ex-
tracted from apricot pits and related to amygda-
lin, widely administered to treat cancer and
beheved by many to help ent cancer: Laetrile
... is not only banned in da and the United
States but denounced by the Canadian Medical
Association. as “a cruel fraud” (Maclean’s). For-
mula: Cy4H1sNO7

laevo-, combining form. a variant of leveo-, as in
laevorotatory.

lae|vo|ro|talto|ry (1&'v5 ro’te tor’s, -tor’-), adj. =
levorotatory.

la/fajyette (laf’é et’, 1d’f&-), n. 1'a small edible
fish with spiny fins, living in the waters of the
eastern coast of the United States. 2 an oval-
shaped fish with a deeply split tail and unele-
vated fins, abundant along the eastern coast of
America. [American English < Marquis de La-
fayette, 1757-1834, a French general who aided
the American Revolution]

raf|faire (lafer’), n. French. the affair, especially
a political scandal or intrigue: Since the days of
the Dreyfus case, one of the perennial features
of French government has been ‘I'affaire’—that
unique combination of intrigue, scandal and poli-
tics that seems to come along at times of great
political unrest (Time).

La Fleche (la flesh’), any one of a French breed
of chicken with a long body, solid black plumage,
and white ear lobes. [< La Fléche, a commune
in northwestern France]

LAFTA (no periods), Latin American Free Trade
Association.

lag' (lag), v, lagged, lag|ging, ., adj. — v.i 1 to
move too slowly fall behind: 7he child lagged
because he was tired. syn: dawdle, delay, tarry.
See syn. under linger. 2 to become weaker; flag:
Interest lagged as the speaker droned on. 3 to
toss a marble at a line on the ground to fix the
order of shooting in the game of marbles. 4 Bil-
liards. to string. — v.t. 1 to cause to lag. 2 Phys-
ics. (of an electric current) to fall behind (the
voltage) in speed of response to alternations. 3
Economic Statistics. to follow changes in another
variable by a regular interval: Changes in employ-
ment tend to lag changes in wholesale prices.
—n. 1 the act or fact of lagging; falling behind:
There was a long lag in forwarding mail to us
while we were on vacation. 2a the amount by
which a person or thing falls behind: There was
a month’s lag between the order for our car and
its delivery. b Physics. the retardation, or amount
of retardation, in any current or movement. 3 the
last or hindmost one (in a race, game, sequence
of any kind): What makes my ram the lag of all
the flock? (Alexander Pope).

— adj. 1 last; hindmost: 7he lag end of my life
(Shakespeare). 2 tardy; slow: An’ faith! thou's
neither lag nor lame (Robert Burns).

[origin unknown]

lag? (lag), n., v, lagged, lag|ging. —n. 1 one of
the staves or strips that support the cylindrical
surfaces of a wooden drum, the casing of a
boiler, or the cylinder of a carding machine. 2 a
barrel stave.

— v.1 to cover (a boiler or steam pipe) with
staves or insulating material. [apparently < Scan-
dinavian (compare Old Icelandic /6gg barrel rim,
Swedish /agg stave)]

lag? (lag), v., lagged, lagiging, n. Slang. — v.t.
1 to transport (a convict); send to penal servi-
tude. 2 to arrest. )

—n. 1 a convict. 2 a term of transportation or pe-
nal servitude.
[origin unknown]

laglan (lag”’en), n. goods or wreckage sunk in the
sea, but attached to a buoy in order that they
may be recovered: Sir Robert can pick up when-
ever he likes all the jetsam, flotsam, and lagan
that may be washed ashore along this coast
(Manchester Guardian Weekly)nglso ligan. [<
Old French /agan, perhaps < Scandinavian (com-
pare Old Icelandic /agnir, plural of /6gn net laid in
the sea)]

Lag Ba’O/mer (14 \ﬁ, bd’mer), a Jewish holiday,
the 18th of lyar, when the restrictions on wed-
dings and other celebrations in force between
Passover and Shabuoth are lifted. Lag Ba’'Omer
commemorates the end of a plague among stu-
dents of Rabbi Akiba in Palestine during the
100’s c.e. [< Hebrew /ag 33 (< the numerical
value of./30 and g 3) + be in + ‘Omer the 49
days from Passover to Shabuoth]

lag bolt, = lag screw.

lag/end (Iag’and), = lagan.

la|ger’ (ld’ger), n., v., —n. = lager beer.

— vt to ferment and store (beer) to make it a

lager. [American English, short for /ager beer,
half-translation of German Lagerbier < Lager
storehouse + Bier beer]

la|ger? (ld’ger), n., v. = laager.

lager beer, a beer with a light body that is
slowly fermented at a low temperature and
stored from six weeks to six months before being
used; lager.

lag fault, Geology. a fault caused by one layer of
rock being moved more slowly than another layer
of rock.

lag|gard (lag’erd), n., adj. —n. a person or thing
that moves too slowly or falls behind; loiterer:
Here comes a laggard hanging down his head,
Who seems no bolder than a beaten hound
(Tennyson). Housing is a laggard in the current
business recovery (Wall Street Journal). syn: lin-
gerer, dawdler, lagger. — adj. falling behind; slow;
backward the laggard pace of the tired hikers.

Jgash. dilatory. — lag’gardiness, 1.
l-glgn |lilness (lag”erd I& nis), n. a being lag-
gardly; sluggishness.

lag|gard|ly (lag’erd I&), adj,, adv. —adj. laggard;
sluggish: Few of the actors who participated
could sing, and the direction was laggardly (New
Yorker). — adv. in a laggard manner.

lag|ger! (lag’er), n. a person who lags; laggard.

lag|ger2 (lag’er), n. Slang. a convict; lag.

lagliging (lag’ing), n. 1 a lag for a boiler or steam
pipe. 2 the act of lagging a boiler or steam pipe.
3 Architecture. the narrow cross strips in the cen-
tering of an arch.

lag line, the line in marble games drawn on the
?round toward which the players toss marbles to

ix the order of shooting.

la/gniappe or lajgnappe (lan yap’, lan’yap), ».
U.E: 1 something given to a customer with a pur-
chase; an extra attraction; prize; bonus: Dealers
have competed fiercely for customers. Some, for
example, proposed vacation trips as lagniappe
for coy buyers (Atlantic). 2 a gratuity; tip. [Ameri-
can English < Haitian Creole /agniappe < Ameri-
can Spanish /& /iapa, or /a yapa the gift <
Quechua yapa something given into the bargain,
an extra]

lagio/morph (lag’e mérf), n. any one of an order
of mammals consisting of the rabbits and hares
and the pikas. They are similar to rodents, but
have two pairs of upper incisor teeth, the second
pair, just behind the first, being smaller, and short
tails. [< New Latin Lagomorpha < Greek lagds
hare < morphé form, shape)

lagio/mor|phic (lag’a moér’fik), adj. having the
form or structure of a lagomorph.

lajgoon (le giin’), n. 1 a pond or small lake con-
nected with a larger body of water. 2 shallow wa-
ter separated from the sea by low ridges of sand.
A lagoon has salt or brackish water. 3 the water
within a ring-shaped coral island. See picture un-
der bay'. 4 a natural or artificial pond for sewage
disposal: First, the effluent will go into aeration
lagoons for biological treatment by bacteria.

Then it will go into storage lagoons capable of
holding the effluent during the non-irrigation
season (Science News). Also, lagune. [<
French /agune (< Italian) or < Italian /aguna <
Latin /acdna pond, hole. See etym. of doublet
lacuna.]

lalgoon|al (la gii’nel), adj. of or having to do with
a lagoon: /agoonal areas, lagoonal deposits.

La|granglilan (le gran’jd en, -grdn’-), adj., n.
—adj. of or having to do with Joseph Louis La-
grange (1736-1813), a French mathematician and
astronomer. —n. = Lagrangian function.

Lagrangian function, Physics. a function equal
to the difference between the total kinetic energy
and the total potential energy of a dynamic sys-
tem; kinetic potential.

lag screw, a wood screw having a square bolt-
head; lag bolt.

Lagiting or Lag|thing (ldg’ting), n. the smaller
of the two sections of the national legislature
(Storting) of Norway. [ < Norwegian Lagting < lag
law + ting, thing assembly, parliament]

Lalgu(na (le gi’ne), n., p/ -na or -nas. a member
of a Keresan tribe of North American Indians liv-
ing in New Mexico.

la/gune (le giin’), n. =lagoon.

lajic (Iﬁ’lk) adj., n. — adj. of the laity; lay; secular.
—n. = layman.

[< Latin /dicus < Greek /i, kds < /abs people.
See etym. of doublet lay3.] — la’i|callly, aadv.
laljijcal (1d%s kel), adj. = laic.

lalilcism (13’s sizam), n. 1 the power or influence
of the laity, especially in politics. 2 the removal of
religious influence, especially from political af-
fairs; secularization.

lajicliity (lais’a t&), n., pl. -ties. the rule or influ-
ence of the laity. :

laji|ci|za/tion (I3’ se z@’shen), n. a removal from
clerical influence or control.

lajijcize (13% s1z), w.t, -cized, -cizling. to secular-

ize. \
laid (lad), v. the past tense and past participle of



lay': He /aid down the heavy bundle. Those eggs
were laid this morning. .

laid-back or laid|back (lad’bak”), adj. Slang.
relaxed; listless; sluggish: Yates' tenacity in a
fight might come as a surprise to those whose
Judgment is based on his apparent laid-back
manner (Chicago Sun Times). What's Muscle
Shoals like? It’s in the country; it's very laid-back
(Rolling Stone).

laid paper, paper with a ribbed or lined appear-
ance, from the watermark made by raised paral-
lel wires in the mold.

laigh (1a+), adj, adv., n. Scottish. low'.

lain (1an), v. the past participle of lie2: The snow
has lain on the ground for a week.

lair! (lar), n, v. —n. 1 the den or resting place of
a wild animal: to rouse the lion from his lair. SYN:
shelter, retreat. 2 Figurative. a secret or secluded
retreat; hideaway: a pirate’s /air. 3 a place to lie
in; bec; couch: Aising ... he summoned his com-
panions from their warm lairs (James Fenimore
Cooper). 4 British. a pen or shelter for cattle.
— v./. to go to or rest in a lair.
[Old English /eger act or place of lying down,
related to /icgan to lie?]

lair2 (lar), v.i to stick or sink in a mire or bog. [<
Scandinavian (compare Old Icelandic /eir clay,

mud)]

lair|age (lar’ij), n. British. 1 the placing of cattle
in lairs. 2 the space or a place for lairing cattle.

laird (lard), n. Scottish. the owner of land, in an-
cient times limited to those who held grants im-
mediately from the king. [variant of /ord]

I-Ir:ﬂy (1ard”’18), adj. having the rank or quality of
lairds.

lais|ser-al|ler (le sd’ald”), n. French. lack of re-
straint; ease. ;

lais|sez faire or lais/ser faire (les’a far’), 1 the
principle that trade, business, industry, etc.,
should operate with a minimum of regulation and
interference by government: After 1945, Belgium
stood for laissez faire and orthodox economics,
while Holland seemed a model Keynesian econ-
omy (Economist). 2 the principle of letting people
do as they please: Not everyone is sufficiently in-
ner-directed to enjoy laissez faire. [< French Jais-
sez faire allow to do (as one pleases)]

lais|sez-faire or lais|ser-faire (les’a far’), adj
of or based on laissez faire; not interfering: Cur-
rency reform and the laissez-faire economic
policy adopted by Konrad Adenauer’s business-
man Government gave Germans a driving incen-
tive to rebuild their factories, buy new machinery
on credit, and go without to make the monthly in-
terest payments (Time).

Soka ) or lals!

[ pas| (le @’ pa-
s&’), a permit; pass. [< French /aissez passer al-
low to pass]

lai/tance (l3’tens), n. a layer of milky water drop-
lets formed on the upper surface of freshly laid
concrete, usually as a result of using too much
water in the mixture. [< French /aitance < lait
milk (< Latin /ac, /actis) + -ance -ance)

lajilty (la’s t&), n., pl. -ties. people who are not
members of the clergy or of a professional class;
laymen collectively: Doctors use many words that
the laity do not understand.

Lajius (13%ss), n. Greek Legend. the king of
Thebes and father of Oedipus. i

lak|a|toi (lak”’e toi), n. a sailing boat of New
Guinea, made of several dugout canoes with
sails shaped like crab claws. [ < Papuan /akatoi]

lake? (13k), n. 1a a body of water entirely or
nearly surrounded by land. A lake usually con-
sists of fresh water and is larger than a pond.
Lakes differ from ponds chiefly in size, but this
carries with it profound changes in all the princi-
pal factors of environment—Ilight, temperature,
and dissolved gases, with their effect upon nutri-
tion (A. Franklin Shull). b a wide place in a river.
2 Figurative. a pool of liquid: a /ake of oil. [partly
Old English /acu < Latin /acus, -ds pond, tank,
lake; partly < Old French /ac, learned borrowing
< Latin /acus, -ds] 3

lake? (1ak), n., v, laked, lakiing. — 7. 1 a deep-
red or purplish-red coloring matter, obtained from
lac or cochineal. 2 an insoluble colored com-
pound formed by combining animal, vegetable, or
coal tar coloring matter and metallic salts: mad-
der lake.
— v.t. to make (blood) lake-colored by diffusion
of the hemoglobin in the plasma. — v.i to cause
blood to become lake-colored by this means.
[variant of /ac'. See related etym. at lacquer,
shellac.]

lake basin, 1 a depression for a lake. 2 the area
drained by the streams that empty into a lake.

Lake District or Country, a region of beautiful
mountains and lakes in northwestern England,
associated with William Wordsworth, Samuel Tay-
lor Coleridge, Robert Southey, and other English
poets,

lake dweller, a person living in a lake dwelling,
especially in prehistoric times. .

lake dwelling, a house built, especially in pre-
historic times, on piles driven into a lake or along
the shore of a lake: Remains from the Swiss
lake awellings afford positive evidence that flax
was domesticated and its fibers used in weaving
(Beals and Hoijer). 4

lake|front (lak’frunt’), n. the area bordering on a
lake: ... a great exposition and convention hall
on the Chicago lakefront (Wall Street Journal).

lake|/head (lak’hed’), n. the area of a lake near-
est its source.

lake herring, = cisco.

lake|land terrier (1ak’lend), a terrier with a nar-
row body, long head, and beard, weighing 15 to
17 pounds. The breed was developed in England
for hunting the fox and otter. [< Lakeland the
Lake District]

lake|like (13k’ITk’), adj resembling a lake: the
lakelike glisten of desert sands.

Laken|vel|der (ld’ken vel’der), n. any of a breed
of chicken with black-and-white plumage and
white-shelled eggs. It was developed in Germany.

Lake poets, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Robert Southey, and other English po-
ets who lived in the Lake District; Laker.

lak|er (13’ker), n. 1 a fish living in or taken from a
lake, especially a lake trout. 2 a ship or freighter
on a lake, especially the Great Lakes: Giant lak-
ers, previously land-locked on the Great Lakes,
can now navigate right down to the Guif of St.
Lawrence (Maclean’s). 3 a person accustomed to
living, working, or sailing on a lake.

Lak|er (13’ker), n. one of the Lake poets: The
Lakers all ... first despised, and then patronised
Walter Scott (Edward FitzGerald).

lake salmon, 1 = lake trout. 2-a landlocked
salmon.

Lake School, the Lake poets of England and
their followers. ;

lake|shore (1ak’shér’), n. = lakeside.

lake|side (lak’sid’), n. the margin or shore of a
lake: the willows and alders by the lakeside.

lake sturgeon, a sturgeon of the Great Lakes
and Mississippi Valley waters that reaches a
weight of 300 pounds and a length of eight feet;
rock sturgeon.

lambaste

Sid for that. I'll learn him! (Mark Twain). [probably
< Scandinavian (compare Old Icelandic /emja
thrash)]

Lam., 1 Lamentations (book of the Old Testa-
ment). 2 Botany. Lamarck.

la/ma (l&’me), n. a Buddhist priest or monk in Ti-
bet and Mongolia. [< Tibetan blama)

La/malism (I&’me iz am), n. the religious system
of the lamas in Mongolia and in Tibet. It is a form
of Mahayana Buddhism and possesses a wide-
spread monastic system and a hierarchical or-
ganization headed by the Dalai Lama.

La/malist (1&’me ist), n., adj. — n. a believer in La-
maism. — adj. = Lamaistic.

La/malis|tic (1a’'me is’tik), adj. 1 characteristic of
a Lamaist. 2 of or having to do with Lamaism:
the Lamaistic form of Buddhism.

La/man|ite (13’me nit), n. one of the ancient He-
brew ancestors of the American Indians accord-
ing to the Book of Mormon. [< Laman, son of
Lehi, a Hebrew prophet who supposedly led a
group of people to America in the 600's s.c.]

La/marck|ilan (lo mar’ké en), adj, n. —adj. of
the French biologist Jean de Lamarck or La-
marckism. — n. person who supports Lamarckism.

La/marck|ilanjism (le mdr’k& e nizem), n. = La-
marckism.

La/marck|ism (le mar’kizem), n. the theory of
organic evolution proposed by Jean de Lamarck
(1744-1829). Lamarckism states that characteris-
tics acquired from the environment by parents
tend to be inherited by their descendants.

lajma|ser|y (I&’me ser’@), n., pl. -serlies. a -
monastery of lamas in Mongolia and Tibet. [<
French /amaserie, apparently < /ama lama + Per-
sian serdj, or sardi inn. Compare etym. under
caravansary. ]

La/maze (le maz’), adj. of or having to do with a
widely used form of natural childbirth developed
in the 1950’s by Fernand Lamaze, a French ob-
stetrician: The method is known as ‘psychopro-
phylaxis,” or more commonly the Lamaze
Method of “natural” childbirth ... (Sally Olds and
Linda Witt).

lake trout, a large, dark trout with gray or yellow-«lamb (lam), n., v. —n. 1 a young sheep: Mary

ish spots, of the lakes of North America; namay-
cush. in

lake|ward (lak’werd), adv., adj. toward the lake:
Most of the cottages faced lakeward.

lakh (lax), n., adgj. —n. in India: 1 a unit of 100,-
000, especially a unit of money equivalent to
100,000 rupees. 2 any large number; great
amount. — adj. 100,000. Also, lac. [< Hindustani
lakh < Sanskrit /aksha 100,000]

la/kin (1d7kin), n. Obsolete. ladykin (only in by our
lakin, a form of by Our Lady). [< la(dy)kin)

Lalko|da (lo kd”da), n. a glossy, amber-colored
seal fur obtained from an Alaskan fur seal. [<
the name of an area on the Pribilof Islands in the
Bering Sea] J :

Lalko|ta (ls kG’ta), n., pl. -ta or -tas. = Dakota.

Lak|shmi (luk”’shmé&), n. the Hindu goddess of
prosperity and light, wife of Vishnu.

lak|y (13’ké&), adj. of or like the color of lake; pur-
plish-red. [< /ak(e)? + -y']

la/lang (1d%14ang), n. a long, coarse East Indian
grass of the jungle. [< Malay /alang]

Lajlique glass (le I18k”), an ornamental glass
decorated in relief with figures or flowers. [<
René Lalique, 1860-1945, a French designer of
glassware and jewelry]

. Lal|lan (lal’en), n., adj. Scottish. Lowland.

Lalllans (lal’anz), n. the Lowland Scottish dialect;
Lowlands: [He] /s a solid intelligent Scottish poet
who writes partly in English, partly in Lallans (Ob-
server).

lal/lajtion (la |a’shen), n. the pronunciation of
like / as in velly for very. [< Latin /alldre sing a
lullaby + English -ation)]

Lallly column (l4”18), 7rademark. a steel column
filled with concrete: The adjustment of the
houses—a simple shift of stresses on existing
uprights and the installation of a Lally column
in the center of the dining room—can be ac-
complished in less than a week (New Yorker).

lal/ly|gag (lal’é gag), v.i, -gagged, -gag|ging.
U.S. Slang. lollygag: He was in high spirits after
weeks of fishing and lallygagging in Florida ...
(Sports lilustrated).

lam’ (lam), n, v, lammed, lam|ming. Siang. —n.
a hurried escape, as from the scene of a crime.
— v.i. to escape, especially from an officer of the
law; run away; flee.
on the lam, in flight; escaping: When he [a bear]
/s on the lam, he can make good time through
thickets almost impenetrable to dogs (Newsweek ).
take it on the lam, to flee hurriedly; escape: The
heat was on and Antony took it on the lam
(Punch).

[origin uncertain, perhaps < /am?]

lam? (lam), v.¢, v.i, lammed, lam|ming. /nformal.

to beat soundly; thrash; whack: / bet you I'll lam

had a little lamb. 2 meat from a lamb: roast
lamb. 3 = lambskin. 4 Figurative. a young, inno-
cent, or dear person: The widow she cried over
me and called me a poor lost lamb (Mark Twain).
§ Slang, Figurative. a a person who is easily
cheated. b an inexperienced speculator. 6 /nfor-
mal. = Persian lamb.

— v.i to give birth to a lamb or lambs: Lambing
/s always hazardous and is made more difficult
by the uncertainty of the weather (Manchester
Guardian Weekly).

— v.t. to attend (ewes) which are lambing.

like a lamb, a meekly; timidly: He accepted his
defeat like a lamb. b easily fooled: He was like a
lamb in the hands of the swindlers, and they
fleeced him of all his savings.

the Lamb, Jesus Christ (in the Bible, John 1:29,
36). So shows my soul before the Lamb, My
spirit before Thee (Tennyson).

[Old English /amb]

roasts:
leg rolled shoulder
chops:
*lamb
definition 2 @ % ®
blade loin rib shoulder

lam|bast (lam bast’), v.t /nformal. lambaste.

lam|baste (lam bast’), v.¢, -bast|ed, -bast|ing.
Informal. 1 to strike again and again; beat
severely; thrash: The Queen and husband Philip
spent the night at Government House, watched
the traditional ... drummers lambasting their
three-foot drums with ferocious, stout-filled glee
(Time). 2 to scold roughly; denounce violently;
condemn: Apparently the American people ex-
pect that in a campaign the two contending par-
ties will lambaste each other unmercifully (Wall
Street Journal). syn: excoriate, revile, score.
3 Nautical. to beat with the end of a rope. [per-
haps < /am? + baste3)

Pronunciation Key: hat, dge, cére, fér; let, &qual,
térm; it, Tce; hot, Spen, &rder; oil, out; cup, put,
rille; child; long; thin; ¥xen; zh, measure;

@ represents a in about, e in taken, i in pencil,

0 in lemon, u in circus.
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xlamb|da (lam’de), n. the 11th letter of the Greek
_alphabet. [< Greek /ldmbda)

l\ k
#lambda w““"" ww

lambda particle, a heavy elementary particle, a
form of hyperon, having a neutral charge and
decaying very rapidly: a lambda particle, first dis-
quvera)d in cosmic radiation in 1947 (London

imes

lambda point, the temperature about 2.2 de-
grees,on the Kelvin scale, below which liquid
helium becomes a superfluid.

lamb|doid (lam’doid), adj. 1 shaped like the
Greek capital lambda. 2 Anatomy. of or noting
the suture between the occipital bone and the
parietal bones of the skull. [< Middle French
lambdoide < Medieval Latin /ambdoides < Greek

bdoeidés (medical sense) < /dmbda

lambda + eidos

lamb|doi|dal (lam doi’del), adj. = lambdoid.

lam|benjcy (lam’ben sé&), n., p/. -cies. 1 lambent
quality or condition. 2 a flickering light; shimmer:
In the picture, these colors were all different,all
smudgy and gray, and the point of this, said Mr.
Fowler, was to accent the lambencies of the hair
(New Yorker).

lam|bent (lam’bent), adj. 1 moving lightly over a
surface: a Jambent flame. syn: flickering.
2 Figurative. playing lightly and bnlhanty over a
subject: lambent wit. syn: playful, lively. 3 Figura-
tive. shining with a soft, clear light: /ambent eyes.
Moonlight is lambent. syn: shimmery. [< Latin
lambéns, -entis, present participle of /ambere to
lick] — lam’bent|ly, adv.

lam|bert (lam’bert), n. the unit of brightness,
equivalent to the brightness of a ectly diffus-
ing surface that emits or reflects one lumen per
square centimeter. [< Johann H. Lambert, 1728-
1777, a German physicist]

tLambort conformal projection or Lambert

projection, a map projection in which the
meridians are drawn on the surface of a cone -
and the parallels are spaced mathematically to
conform to the actual shape of the features
represented. [< Johann H. Lambert]

Lam|beth Conference (lam’beth), a meeting of
bishops of the Anglican Communion held to dis-
cuss church policy about once every ten years in
London.

Lambeth walk, a ballroom song and dance
popular, specuall in England, in the late 1930's.

lamblklll (lam?kil’), n. U.S. the sheep laurel.

lamb|kin (lam’kin), n. 1 a little lamb; young lamb.
2 a young or dear persol
lamblllllo (lam’ITk’), adj. Ilke a lamb; gentle;

lamblllng (lam’ling), n. = lambkin.

Lamb of God, Jesus Christ (in the Bible, John
1:29 and 36).

lam|boys (lam’boiz), n. a skirt of armor, usually
steel, which hung from the waist to the knees. It
was used chiefly in the 1400’s and 1500's. [origin

- uncertain
lam|bre|quin (lam’bre kin; -ber-), n. 1 U.S. a dra-

's-quar|ters or lunh-qu.rlhn (lamz'
kwbr’torz) n., pl. -ters. a weed of the goosefoot
family, a species of pigweed, which is sometimes
cultivated and used as a potherb and in salad.

lambllml or lamb’s wool (lamz’wul’), n., adj.
—-n1a |l%ht soft wool yarn spun from the first
shearing of a lamb léss than a year old. 2 hot ale
mixed with the pulp of roasted apples and sweet-
ened and spiced: Lay a crab in the fire to roast

laimed

 for lambewool (George Peele
— adj. made from lnmbswool lambswool blan-
kets, a lambswool sha

lam' (lam), adji, hmlor. lam|est, v, lamed, lam-

ing. —adj. 1 notabletowalkpropedy having an

m;ured leg or foot; crippled: The soldier /mps be-
cause he is lame from an old wound. syn: disa-
bled, halt, game. 2 stiff and sore: His ann is
lame from playing ball. 3 Figurative. poor or
weak; not very good: ing too long is a lame
excuse for being late. Santa Croce and the dome
of St. Peter’s are lame copies after a divine
model (Emerson). syn: imperfect, unconvincing,
feeble, unsatisfactory. 4 U.S. Slang. not up to
o e ool o
is posit - of Pa
Revere and the Raiders is obviously lame ... or
perhaps just over 25 and into the twili laflife
(Time). 5 Archaic. crippled or impaired in any
way; unable to move; infirm.
— v.t to make lame; cripple: The accident lamed
him for life. syn: disable.
— v.i. to become lame; go lame.
[Old English /ama] — lame’ly, adv. — lame’ness,
n.

lame? (lam), n. 1 one of numerous thin, small,
steel plates laid in an overlapping pattern in mak-
ing pieces of flexible armor. 2 lete. a thin
piece of any substance; lamina. [< Old French
lame < Latin /@mina, and /amna. See doublet
etym. at lamina.]

la/mé (la ma@”, 1a-), n. a rich fabric made wholly or
partly of metal threads: owg men in heavy
boots stroll the sidewalks maybe silver lamé
inserts in their black shirts (Patrick O'Donovan).
[< French /amé a fabric, type of thread; (literally)
laminated < Old French /ame metal leaf]

lame-brain (1&m”’brdn’), n. /nformal. a stupid per-
son: Only lame-brains and weak sisters resort to
handouts (Wall Street Journal).

lame-brained (1am’brand’), adj. /nformal. not

bright; foolish; stupid.

(lé’med) n. the twelfth letter of the He-
brew alphabet. [< Hebrew /amedh goad]

lame duck, 1 U.S. a public official, espacua!ly a
Congressman who has been defeated for reelec-
tion and is serving the last part of his term: Like
a lame-duck President, a Prime Minister who is
known to be on the way out cannot command
authority (Manchester Guardian Weekly). 2 a
disabled or helpless person or thing: Y
started out in convoy, but they had some engine
trouble—and you know the rule of the road
nowadays: no waiting for lame ducks (Graham
Greene). 3 Slang. a person who cannot meet his
financial commitments on the stock market.

— lame’-duck’, adj.

Lame Duck Amendment, the 20th Amendment
to the United States Constitution, which moved
forward the opening of a new Congress to Janu-
ary 3 and the inauguration of a new President to
January 20, thus providing the earlier assumption
of office by newly elected persons.

la/mel|la (le mels), n, p/. -melllae (-mel’8), -mel-
las. 1 a thin plate, scale. or layer, especially of
flesh or bone. 2 one of the thin scales or plates
composing some shells, as in bivalve mollusks.

3 Botany. a one of the thin radiating plates or
gills forming the spore-bearing layer of a mush-
room. b one of the erect scales appended to the
corolla of some flowers. ¢ an erect sheet of cells
on the midrib of a leaf in mosses. [< Latin /3-

* mella (diminutive) < /mina thin plate, lamina]

la/mel|lar (le mel’er, lam”e ler), adj. consisting of
or arranged in lamellae. — la/mellar|ly, adv.
lam|el|late (lam’e Iat, -lit; le mel’at, -it), adj 1 =
lamellar. 2 consisting of a flat plate or leaf.
3 platehke or leaflike; flat. 4 = lamellicorn. — lam”’-
el|latelly, adv.
lamj|el|lat/ed (lam’e |1a’tid), adj. = lamellate.
lam|el|lajtion (lam’e |&’shen), n. lamellate ar-

rangement or structure.
lnlmollllm (le mol’obr ) n, ad. —n. a
mollusk ha thin, platelike gi a headless

body hnMwhooeMopmuro
eonnectedbyaunoepdecypod Lamellibranchs
are a class of mollusks that include oysters,
clams, and scallops, have a wedge-shaped foot,
andarebih dzmnetmalwﬂhnamnﬂe
seeretadbylhe
oforbelongmgtothssdassofmoilusks

[< New Latin Lamellibranchia the class name <
Latin dmella lamella + Greek brénchia gills,
branchia]

laimeliliibran|chijate (lo mel’e brang’ks at, -it),

ad/ n' .bel to the lamellibranchs.
h °ﬂ9“'9

lallnollllloom (le mel’o kérn), adj,, n. — adj. 1 of

a group of beetles having antennae ending in
flattened segments. 2 ending in flattened seg-
ments: /amellicorn antennae.

—n. a cockchafer, dung beetle, scarab, Japa-
nese beetle, or other beetle whose antennae end

in flat plates. [< New Latin Lamellicornes the
group name < Latin /dmella lamella + cornd, -ds

horn
la/mel|lijform (le mel’e form), agj. having the
shape or structure of a lamella or thin plate.
la/mel(lose (le mel’ds, lam’s 18s), adj. = lamellar.
lajment (le ment’), v.,, n. — v.£ 1 to sorrow for;
mourn aloud for: We lament the dead. syn: be-
wail, deplore. 2 to feel sorrow about; regret: We
/amentad his absence. | lamented my own folly
. in attempting a second voyage (Daniel Defoe).
— v, to feel or show grief, mourn aloud; weep:
Why does she lament so? The ghost of Freud la-
ments wanly of yet another disservice perpe-
z:‘{od in his name (Mary O'Reilly). syn: grieve,

- —n. 1 an expression of grief or sorrow; wail: 7he
Russian scholars raised a lament against, of all
things, the slighting of Latin and Greek in Soviet
curriculums (Newsweek). Good grandsire, leave
these bitter deep laments (Shakespeare). 2 a
poem, song, or tune that expresses grief: Soon
as the dire lament was play’d, It waked the lurk-
ing ambuscade (Scott). syn: elegy, dirge. 3 Po-
etic. the act of lamenting; lamentation.

[< Latin /@mentari < /&mentum a wailing, related
to /atrare to bark, cry] — lajment’er, n. —ia-
ment’ing|ly, adv.

lam|en|ta|ble (lam’en te bal, le men’-), adj. 1 giv-
ing cause for sorrow; to be regretted or pitied: a
lamentable accident. It was a lamentable day
when our was run over. syn: pitiable, deplor-
able. 2 not so good; inferior; pitiful: & /amentable
fake. The singer gave a lamentable performance.
3 Archaic. sorrowful; mournful: a lamentable
voice.

lam|en|ta|bly (lam’en te blg, le men’-), adv. to a
lamentable degree; r renably. pitifully: He was
lamentably ignorant a everything except

sports.

lam|en|ta/tion (lam’en td’shen), n. loud grief;
cries of sorrow; mourning; wallmg She tried to
forget, but she could not. Her lamentations con-
tinued with a strange abundance, a strange per-
sistency (Lytton Strachey).

Lam|en|taitions (lam’en td’shenz), n.p/ a book
of the Old Testament, according to tradition, writ-
ten by Jeremiah:-By.Christians it is customarily
placed among the prophetic books, following
Jeremiah, but in the Hebrew Bible it is classed
among the sacred writings (H rapha) rather
than among the Prophets (Nebiim). Abbr: Lam.

laimentjed (le men‘iid), ad 1 mourned for, as
one who is dead: his excellent, learned, and ever
lamented friend the late Mr. Yorke (Edmund
Burke). 2 regretted; deplored.

la|mejter (1&’me ter), n. Scottish and Northern
English. a lame person; cripple: You have now,
no doubt, friends who will ... not suffer you to
devote to a blind lameter like me (Char-
lotte Bronté). Also, lamiter. [ultimately < /ame']

lajmija (la'mé 8), n., pl. -milas, -milae (-m& &).

1 Greek and Roman a fabulous mon-
stef having the head and breasts of a woman
and the body of a serpent, said to lure away chil-
dren, especially the newborn, to suck their blood.
2 a witch; female demon. [< Latin /amia sorcer-
ess, a blood-sucking witch < Greek /dmia flesh-
eating monster]

la|milajceous (I1&’'mé &’shes), adj belonging to
the mint family. [< New Latin Lamium the typical
genus (< Latin /@mium a barren nettle) + English

-aceous)

lam|ijna (lam’e ne), n., pl. -nae (-né), -nas. 1 a
thin plate, scale, or layer: A type of record which
occurs widely throughout the world is that of
varves, the laminae in certain clays and sands
(G. H. Dury). 2 the flat, wide part of a leaf; blade.
3 Anatomy. a thin layer of bone, membrane, or
the like. [< Latin /@mina thin piece of metal or
wood; plate, leaf, layer. See etym. of doublet

lame2.
laml|iina/ble (lam’e ne bel), adj. that can be

lam|ijnal (lam’e nel), adj = = laminar.

lamjina I:rﬂtrlpr:ll:"(‘lan:; ;% ;;g'g;ﬁ :,)'.‘ Pl lll'llll-
nae projprilae ‘e tomy, the
thin layer beneath the epithelium of an organ;
basement membrane. [< New Latin /amina
propria (literally) lamina proper)

lam|iinar (lam’e ner), adj. 1 consisting of or ar-
ranged in laminae. 2 smooth streamlined; not
turbulent: 7he flow of oil for lubrication in bear-
ings is laminar.

laminar flow, a steady ﬂow of a fluid, as op-
posed to rbulent flow: When you open the fau-
cet a little bit, the water streams out smoothly in
what is known as laminar (or streamlined) flow
(George Gamow). A:r can flow in the boundary
layer ir . ths parallel to the surface of
the a/rpla pmllo/ flow is called laminar

'flom (Mnley Shemood) See diagram under

lamlilnarlijajceous (lam’e nar'd &’shes), adj. be-



longing to a group of brown algae that includes
the large kelps. [< New Latin Laminaria the
_genus name (< Latin /@mina thin plate) + English
' -aceous)

lamli|inar|/in (lam’e ndr’in), n a sulfated form of
starch derived from seaweed, which serves as an
anticoagulant. [< New Latin Laminaria the genus
name + English -in]

lam|iinate (v. lam’e nat; adj, n. lam’e nat, -nit),
v., -natied, -natjing, adj, n. —v.t 1 to make
(plywood, plastics, or glass) by fastening together
layer on layer of one or more materials. 2 to beat
or roll (metal) into a thin plate. 3 to split into thin
layers. 4 to cover with thin plates. — v./ to sepa-
rate into thin layers.

laminated; laminar. —n. laminated plastic.
[< Latin /dmina lamina + English -ate']

lam|i|natjed (Iam'e nd’tid), adj. 1 formed or
manufactured in a succession of layers of mate-
rial: The magnet must be of laminated construc-
tion and is buift up from a large number of

. Y-inch sheets (L. L. Green). 2 consisting of or
arranged in laminae.

lam|i/najtion (lam’e nd’shen), n. 1 the process of
laminating or the condition of being laminated:
Lamination consists of gluing thin planks of wood
together to make a thick one. 2 a laminated
slattucture; arrangement in thin layers. 3 a thin

yer.
lam|ijna|tive (lam’e nd’tiv), adj. of a laminated
texture

lam|ijna|tor (lam’s nd’ter), n. a device which pro-
tects documents by laminating them between
sheets of transparent plastic.

lam|ijnec|to|my (lam’s nek’te mé), n., p/. -mies.
gungical removal of the posterior arch of a verte-

ra.

lam|ing/ton (lam’ing ten), n. (in Australia and
New Zealand) a square of sponge cake with a
coating of chocolate and coconut. [< Baron
Lamington (C.W. Baillie), governor of Queensland
from 1895 to 1901]

lam|iini|tis (lam’a ni’tis), . inflammation of the
sensitive laminar structures of a horse’s foot;
founder. [< New Latin /aminitis < lamina
lamina + -itis -itis

lam|iinose (lam”e nds), ad). consnstlng of or hav-
ing the form of laminae.

lam|ijnous (lam’e nes), adj. = laminose.

lam|is|ter (lam’s ster), n. Slang. a person who |s
escaping or hiding from the law; escaped con
fugitive: 7The Irish law was already so well publ/-
cized ... that every major British lamister had
long since flewn the coop (Time). Also, lamster.
[< lam' + -si

la/mi|ter (I1&’me ter), n. = lameter.

Lam|mas (lam‘es), 5., or Lammas Day, 1 Au-
gust 1, the day of a harvest festival formerly held
mEngland.zA t 1, & religious feast in the

rch commemorating the im-
prisonment and miraculous escape of Saint Peter
(in the Bible, Acts 12:4-10). [Old English Hiar-
messse < hidif bread + massse mass (the conse-
cration of loaves of the year’s first grain)]

Lam|masitide (lam’es tid’), n. the season
around August 1 (Lammas).

lam|mer|geljer or lallllmorl.oylor (lam’er gi’-

er), n. the European bird of prey, with a
wingspread of nine to ten feet, inhabiting lofty
mountains in southern Europe, Asia, north-

ern Africa; ; bearded vulture. [< German

lemm< Ld@mmer, plural of Lamm lamb +
Geier ]

lam|mer|geir (lam’er gir), n. =lammergeier.
La/mo|na (le m&’ne), n. any of an American
breed of chicken with white plumage and white-
shelled eggs. -
lamp (lamp), 7., v. —n. 1 a device that
. tiﬁciallnght Oil lamps hold oil and a
which the oil is burned. A gas or electric light,
especially when covered with a glass globe or
other shade, is called a lamp. Sometimes any-
thmg that gives light, such as a torch or flash-
caﬂodalamp 2 a similar device that
Kn mp. 3 Figurative. something
Ilght ofalamp the lamp of
Iealms that heav'n-lighted lamp in
man ( dwardYoung) 4 Slang. an eye. 5 one of
the ';;reavenly bodies, xch as the sun, the moon,
a star, or a meteor: it lamp of heaven,
the sun (Robert H k)m o
—v.L Slang. to eye;'look at: From the corner of
rz'tsi)aya, he Iampqd woman (James T. Far-
smell of the hmp. to est long hours of hard
- work late at night; be stuffy or pedantlc Hardly
disagreeably

es ar-

any poet smells of the lamp less
than (George E. B. Saintsbury).
[< Old French Iampe < Latin lampas, -adis <
Greek /ampds, -ados < ldmpein to shine]
lam|pads (Iam’padz) n.pl. Poetic. the seven
“lamps of fire” burning before the throne of God
(in the Bible, Revelation 4:5). [< Greek /ampés,
-adas lamp)

lam|pas’ (lam’pas), n. an inflammation of the mu-
cous membrane covering the hard palate of the
mouth in the horse. [< Old French /ampas]

lam|pas? (lam’pes), n. a kind of flowered silk fab-
ric, originally imported from China and usually
made into shawls or kerchiefs. [< French /am-

pas)

lamp|black (lamp’blak’), n., v. —n. a fine black
soot consisting of almost pure carbon that is de-
posited when oil, gas, etc., burns |ncompletely
Lampblack is asa coloring matter in paint,
ink, cement, and in making tires.
— v.1 to paint, smear, or coat with lampblack: A

. scoundrel who knows no pleasure beyond ...

Iampblack/ng signs (Thomas Brown).

lamp|brush chromosome (lamp’brush’), a type
of large chromosome found especially in the im-
mature eggs of amphibians, consisting of two
long strands that form many brushlike loops
along the main axis of the chromosome.

lam|per eel (lam’per), 1= lamprey. 2 = eelpout

(def. 1).
lam|pers (Iam’:gen) n. = lampas’.
lamp holder, Especially British. a socket for an
electric-light bulb.

lamp|house (lamp’hous’), n. an enclosure for a
source of light, as in a lantern: 7his new carbon
in its proper la gives twice as much light
as any ... unit previously available (William F.
Kelley). -

lam|pijon (lam’pd an), n. a simple small lamp,
often of colored glass, used for illumination. [<
French /ampion < Italian /ampione street or car-
riage light (augmentative) < /ampa, probably <

French /ampe lamp]

lamp|light (lamp’Iit’), n. the light from a lamp.

lamp|light|er (lamp’li‘ter), n. 1 a person who

- lights lamps, especially a person formerly em-

street lamps. 2 U.S.

ployed to light gas-burnin
paper, or the like, used

(formerly) a torch, twist
to light lamps,

lamp oil, 1 oil used for bugning in a lamp. 2 U.S.
kerosene.

I-mlmn (lam pin’), n., v. —n. a piece of writ-
ing, a speech, or a remark that attacks and
makes fun of a person in a sp|tetu| or msultmg
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Lan|cas|te|rilan (lang’ke stir’d en), adj. of or hav-
ing to do with the English educator Joseph Lan-
caster (1778-1838) or the system of instruction
used by him, in which the younger pupils were
taught by the more advanced pupils, who were
called monitors.

Lan|casi|trilan (lang kas’tré en), n., adj. —a. 1 (in
English history) a supporter or member of the
royal house of Lancaster, especially in the Wars
of the Roses. 2 a native of Lancashire, county in
England.

—adj. of or having to do with the royal house of
Lancaster.

lance! (lans, ldns), n., v, lanced, Iancllng —n
1a longhwooden spear with a sharp iron or steel
head: The knights and some cavalry troops car-
ried lances as they rode into battle. 2 = lancer.
3a any instrument like a soldier's lance. A spear
for harpoomn? a whale is called a lance. b a sur-
geon’s knife; lancet. 4 a metal pipe for supplying
oxygen under pressure, used to cut or pierce
metal or to oxidize molten iron. 5 a thin paper
tube filled with color-producing fireworks. [<
Old French /ance < Latin /ancea light Spanish
spear] y
— v.t 1 to pierce with or as if with a lance: fo
lance a fish. They lanced his flesh with knives
(John Bunyan). syn: cut, gash, slit. 2 to cut open
with a surgeon's knife: 7he dentist lanced the
gum.where a new tooth had difficulty coming
through. 3 to supply (oxygen) through a lance un-
der pressure in smelting: Oxygen is lanced into
the furnace as it is being tapped. This causes the
slag and lead to run (London Times).

— v.i. to dart, rush, or bound away.

carry the (or a) lance for, defend or argue in fa-

vor of: Miss Butler, carrying a lance for

and the Churchills, charges magnificently up and

down the field goring the opposition and Feducing

Abigail Hill to mincemeat (London Times).

[< Old French /ancier < Late Latin /ancedre <

Latin /ancea. See etym. of doublet launch'.]
lance? (lans, lans), n. = launce.

lance corporal, 1 an enlisted man in the United
States Marine Corps ranking next below a cor-

way: Many popular nursery rh)
originated as lampoons on famous peop/a SYN:
satire, pasquinade.
— ¥.t to attack and make fun of in a lampoon;
ridicule: It does not pull any punches in lampoon-
our most august political figures in a program
o skits, songs, dialogues, and impersonations of
a very h/gh artistic level (Friedrich Luft).
[< earlier French /ampon drinking song < /am-
pons let us drink (a refrain of a drinking song) <
slang /amper to drink] — lam|poon’er, n.
lam|poon|er|y (lam pi“ner &), n. 1 the practice of
writing lampoons: The portentous triviality of the
questions offered an irresistible cue for lampoon-
ery (Time). 2 lampooning quality or spirit.
lam|poonl|ist (lam pu'mst). n. a person who
writes or makes lampoons

lamp|post (lamp’pdst’), na post used to support
a street lamp.

lam|prey (lam’pré), n., pl. ys. a marine and
freshwater animal having amu;ke an eel with
gill slits like a fish and no jaws but a large, round
mouth. Lampreys are vertebrates found through-
out the world and are parasitic, some attaching
themselves to fishes with their mouths to suck
the body fluids. See picture under eel. [< Oid
French /ampreie < Medieval Latin /ampreda, un-
certain relationship to Late Latin /lampetra <
Latin /ambere to luck+patmrock See etym. of
doublet limpet.]

lamp|shade (hmp’sh&d’) n. a shade over a
Jlamp to soften or direct the light.

lamp shell, = brachiopod.

l.mplworklln' (lamp’wér’king), . the reshapmg
ma?‘lass rods or tubmg softened by reheating to

@ incandescent bulbs, radio tubes, scientific
equipment, and decorative objects.

lamllloklh (lam’s8k’te), n. = lamziekte.

lam|ster (lam’ster), n. = lamister.

Lajmut (le miit’), n., p/ -mut or -muts. 1 a mem-
ber of a people of Kamchatka, a insula in Si-
beria, who herd reindeer. 2 their ungusic
language.

lam|ziek|te (ldm’z8k’te), n. a paralytic disease of
cattle in South Africa. It is a form of botulism. [<
Afrikaans /amziekte < Dutch lam lame + ziekte
disease]

la|nal (& n1”), n, pl. -nals. a porch or veranda. [<
Hawaiian]

lainate (18’nat), ad). Botany, Entomology. having
a woolly covering or surface; lanose. [< Latin I.i-
nétus < ldna wool]

Lan|cas|ter (lang’ke ster), n. the royal house of
England from 1399 to 1461. Its emblem was a
red rose. The House of Lancaster was de-
scended from John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster.
The three kings of this house were Henry IV,
Henry V, and Henry VI.

 lance|leaf (lans’l&f’, l&ns’-),

poral and next above a private first class. 2 a pri-
vate in the British Army acting temporarily as a
corporal without increase of pay.

lance knight, = lansquenet. [< German Lanz-
knecht (< Lanze lance), alteration of Lands-
knechi<Land(e)stheland's + Knechiservant]

n., pl. -leaves. a
- lungwort of western North Amenca, having
smooth stems, large leaves, and bell-shaped pink
or blue flowers.

lance|let (lans’lit, ldns’-), n. a small, limbless,
often translucent, fishlike marine animal, re-
garded as a link between the vertebrates and the
invertebrates, found in the sand under shallow
waters; amphioxus; cephalochordate. Lancelets
have a thin body, pointed at both ends and no
skull. [earlier, a lancet < /ance+ -let]

lance|like (lans’lik’), adj. shaped like a lance;
lanceolate: Strange that so gigantic a tree [ the
sequoia) should put out such paltry lancelike
leaves (New Yorker).

Lan|ce|lot (lan’se let, -lot; I&n’-), n. the bravest of
King Arthur's kmghts of the Round Table. Lance-
lot was the lover of Queen Guinevere and the fa-
ther of Sir Galahad.

lanice|o/late (lan’s3 e |&t, -lit), ad). shaped like
the head of a lance; tapering from a rounded
base toward the apex; lanceolated; lancelike: a
lanceolate leaf. [< Latin /anceoldtus < lanceola
g{idvnﬁnuﬁve) < lancea lance] — lan’ce|o|late]ly,

lan|ce|o/latied (lan’sd e |d’tid), adj. = lanceolate.

lanc|er (lan’ser, l&n’-), n. a mounted soldier
armed with a lance; lance. The Lancers are
?embers of a light cavalry unit of the Bntlsh

rmy.

Iunclon or lan|clers (lan’serz, l1&n’-), n. pl. 1 a
form of square dance or quadrille having figures
imitating. mllltary drill. 2 the music for it.

lance sergeant, a corporal in the British Army,
appointed to act temporanly as a sergeant with-
out increase of pay.

lan|cet (lan’sit, lan*-), n. 1 a small pointed knife,
usually having two sharp , used by doctors
and surgeons in opening boils and abscesses
and making other small incisions; lance. 2 a lan-
cet arch or lancet-window: Two smaller lancets
show red-and-bjue designs (New Yorker). [< Old
French /ancette (diminutive) < /ance lance <
Latin /ancea)

Pronunciation Key: hat, &ige, cére, fir; let, &qual,
térm; it, Tce; hot, Spen, &rder; oll, out; cup, pat,
rille; child; long; thin; wHen; zh, measure;

@ represents a in about, e in taken, i in pencil,

0 in lemon, u in circus. :



1176 lancet arch

lancet arch, a narrow, sharply pointed arch; lan-
cet.

lan|cet|ed (lan’sa tid, l1dn’-), adj having a lancet
arch or lancet window.

lancet fish, a large, fierce marine fish with a
long body, long sharp teeth, and a very long,
high dorsal fin.

*lancet window, a high, narrow window with a

lancet arch at the top but not divided by tracery;

lancet.
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lance|wood (lans’wud’, l&ns’-), n. 1 a tough,
straight-grained, springy wood used especially for
fishing rods, carriage shafts, and cabinetwork.

2 any one of various American trees that yield
this wood.

lan|cilnate (lan’se nat), v.£, -natled, -natjing. to
pierce; tear. [< Latin /ancindre (with English
-ate') destroy, tear to pieces, related to /acerdre
lacerate ]

lan|ci|natling (lan’se nad‘ting), adj. piercing; dart-
ing: /ancinating pain, lancinating criticism.

lan|ciinaltion (lan’se nd’shen), n. a sharp, shoot-
ing pain.

land (land), n., v. —n. 1 the solid part of the
earth’s surface: After many weeks at sea, the
sailors sighted land. 2 ground or soil: This is
good land for a garden. syn: earth. 3a g-ound or
soil used as property; real estate, such as a
piece of ground and everything permanently at-
tached to it: The farmer invested in land and ma-
chinery. b any property interest a person has in
land. 4 anything furnished by nature without the
help of man, such as soil, mineral deposits, wa-
ter, or wildlife. Land, /abor, and capital are the
three principal factors of production. 5 a country
or region: the explorers traveled north until they
reached the Land of the Midnight Sun. Switzer-
land is a mountainous land. 6 the people of a
country; nation: He collected folk songs from all
the land. 7 realm; domain: the land of the living.
Soldiers are citizens of death’s grey land (Sieg-
fried Sassoon). 8 one of the strips into which a
field is divided by plowing: / was ploughing in
lands, strips across the paddock which widen
and eventually join up (London Times). 9 one
of the smooth, raised surfaces between the
grooves in the bore of a rifle or other gun with
rifling. :

- v.? 1 to come to land or something solid: 7he
ship landed at the pier. The crippled airplane
landed at an emergency field. The fly landed on
the bread. 2 to go on shore from a ship, boat, or
airplane: The passen;)ers landed. 3 to come to a
stop; arrive: The thief landed in jail. The car
landed in the ditch.

— v.& 1a to bring to land; set ashore; set on
something solid: 7he ship landed its passengers.
The pilot landed the airplane in Seattle. b to set
down from a vehicle: 7he bus landed him in front
of his house. 2 to cause to arrive: This train will
land you in London. A combination of circum-
stances landed the company in bankruptcy. 3 In-
formal. to get; catch: to /and a job, to land a fish.
4 Slang. to strike with (a blow): / /anded a blow
on his chin.

how the land lies, what the state of affairs is:
Uncle Charles’s eyes had discovered how the
land lay as regarded Rose and himself (Mary
Bridgman).

lands, a territorial possessions: Their lands had
been divided by Cromwell among his followers
(Macaulay). b those parts of a farm in South
Africa on which crops are cultivated: 7here are,
too, the ‘lands’ where the mealies and the corn
are planted (Beatrice M. Hicks).

make land, to discover or see land as the ship
approaches a shore: We were at sea a full week
before we finally made land.

[Old English /and]

Land (lant), n, pl. Lén|der or Laen|der (len’dar).
German. a state; province: The Federal Republic
of Germany is a federal state composed of ten
Lénder.

land agent, 1 a manager of a property and its
land. 2 real-estate agent.

# lan|dau (lan’dd, -dou), n. 1 a four-wheeled car-

riage with two inside seats facing each other and

a top made in two parts that can be folded back.

2 an automobile with a similar top or one that

imitates such a top. [< Landau, a town in Ger-
many, where it was first made]

*landau
definition 1

lan|/daullet or lan|dau(lette (lan‘délet’), n. 1 a
landau with only one seat: 7he mistress of a very
pretly landaulette (Jane Austen). 2 an automobile
with a single seat and a folding top.

land bank, 1 a bank that grants long-term loans
on real property in return for mortgages: As the
land bank system developed, it has been able to
keep pace with modern farming (Joseph G.
Knapp). 2 British. (formerly) a banking institution
that issued notes on the security of real property.

land|bound (land’bound’), adj. 1 bound or limited
to the land: /n total nuclear warfare, what can a
landbound army do? (Newsweek). 2 bounded by
land: There are four provinces in Galicia, and we
were in Orense—the southernmost and the only
one of the four that is landbound (New Yorker).

land breeze, a breeze blowing from the land to-
ward the sea: The /and breeze is usually less de-
veloped than the sea breeze; it is shallower, has
less speed, and extends only 5 or 6 miles over
the sea (Thomas A. Blair).

land bridge, a neck of land connecting two land
masses: Ausiralia may have been settled earlier,
when a land bridge still joined that continent to
South-East Asia (Punch).

land crab, any one of various large crabs that in-
habit the coasts of many tropical countries.

Land Dyak, a member of a tribe of Dyaks living
inland in Sarawak, in northeastern Borneo Land
Dyaks are distinguished from the Ibans or Sea
Dyaks.

lande (land; French |dnd), n. an uncultivated or
unfertile plain covered with heath, broom, ferns,
or other undergrowth, as in southwestern France.
[< French /ande]

land|ed (lan’did), adj. 1 owning land: the /anded
aristocracy. 2 consisting of land: Landed property
is real estate.

land|er (lan’der), 7. 1 a person who makes a
landing. 2 a person who settles on land. 3 a
spacecraft designed for landing instead of orbit-
ing; landing vehicle: 7he 30 kg. lander was
released from a hovering helicopter and allowed
to free fall to the lake bed. in the thin atmos-
phere of Mars, the lander would be slowed to the
same velocity by a six metre parachute; no para-
chute was used in this test (Science Journal).

land|fall (land’fél’), . 1 a sighting of land. 2 the
land sighted or reached: When you arrive at Dar-
win, your landfall in Australia, you are given a
form to complete ... (James Morris). 3 an ap-
proach to land; landing: our /andfall on the moon.

land|fast (land’fast’), agj. attached to land: A
million years ago the island was either landfast
or near the shore.

land|(fill (land”fil), n. U.S. 1 a place where rubbish
or other debris is deposited and covered with
earth: Refuse from Brooklyn and Manhattan ... is
aumped in a landfill (New York Times). 2 this
system of rubbish disposal. 3 the material used
to fill in low or wet land. 4 a part of a body of
water that is drained and filled with earth for use
as land: Building a commercial expressway on
landfill along the river’s east bank would seri-
ously impair the scenic and historic values of the
Hudson highlands (New York Times).

land|fillling (land“fil‘ing), ». the using of landfill.

land|form (land’férm’), 7. the physical character-
istics of land; irregularities of land: 7he principal
groups of landforms to be considered, as distin-
guished by their several characteristic features
and degrees of relative relief, are (a) plains, (b)
plateaus, (c) hill lands, and (d) mountains (Finch
and Trewartha).

land freeze, a government restriction on the
sale and transfer of land.

land grabber, a person who acquires land from
another by treachery, force, or other means con-
trary to the spirit of the law.

land grant, a grant of land; gift of land by the
government for colleges, railroads, roads, or
other public projects. Land grant colleges or uni-
versities are institutions that receive federal aid in
land or money under the Morrill Acts of 1862 and
1890, which permitted each state to use public
lands to support at least one agricultural or in-
dustrial college.

land|grave (land’grav’), n. 1 a German count in
the Middie Ages having authority over a consid-
erable territory or over other counts. 2 the title of

certain German princes. [ultimately < Middle
High German /antgrave < lant land + grave
count]

land|hold|er (land’hdl’der), n. a person who
owns or occupies land.

land|hold|ing (land’hdl’ding), adj, n. - adjj. that
owns or occupies land: a /andholding corpora-
tion.
—n. an owning or occupying of land.

land|ing (lan’ding), . 1 a coming to land: 7here
are many millions of take-offs and landings at the
nation’s airports each year. syn: debarkation,
disembarkation. 2 a place where persons or
goods are landed from a ship, helicopter, or(the
like; landing place. A wharf, dock, or pier is a
landing for boats. syn: port, wharf. 3a a platform
between flights of stairs. b the floor at the top or
bottom of a staircase. 4 the catching of fish,,
especially in large amounts by commercial meth-
ods: Halibut landings of 37 million pounds were
down six million from the ... catch (Wall Street
Journal). 5 a place where logs are gathered
before being transported to a sawmill.

landing craft, a boat or ship used for landing
troops or equipment on a shore, especially during
an assault. Landing craft often have a front that
opens or drops to form a ramp and are usually
flat-bottomed boats with a very shallow draft.

landing field, a field large enough and smooth
enough for airplanes to land on and take off from
safely. .

landing gear, wheels, pontoons, or skids which
support an aircraft in landing; undercarriage.
When on land or water an aircraft rests on its
landing ?ear. See picture under airplane.

landing light, 1 any of the lights on an aircraft
used to see when landing at night. 2 any of the
lights of a landing system. )

landing mat, a mat of meshed steel that can be
joined to others to form a smooth landing surface
for aircraft on rough ground.

landing net, a small net to take fish from the
water after they are caught.

landing party, 1 any group of people who make
a landing. 2 a group of soldiers who make a
}anding. especially in advance of a main invasion
orce.

landing stage, a floating platform used for load-
ing and unloading people and goods.

landing strip, = airstrip.

landing system, controls which regulate or as-
sist in the landing of an aircraft: A jet bomber
was safely landed by a ground-based, automatic
landing system using radar to track the plane
and radio to transmit flight path correction signals
to the airplane'’s auto-pilot (Science News Letter).

landing vehicle, = lander (def. 3).

land|la|dy (land’ld’d8), ., p/. -dies. 1 a woman
who owns a building or land that she rents to
others. 2 a woman who runs an inn or rooming
house. ( 2

land|less (land’lis), agj. without land; owning no
land: the landless serfs of the Middle Ages.
— land”’less|ness, 7.

land|like (land’ITk’), adj. like or characteristic of
land: The sea-bottom has landlike hills and val-

leys.

land|line (land’lin’), n. a communication cable
that runs on or under the land: The program,
which lasted one hour, was transmitted by a
combination of landline and microwave (New
Scientist).

land|locked (land’lokt’), adj. 1 shut in, or nearly
shut in, by land: the landlocked Great Lakes. The
landlocked harbor was protected from the full
force of the wind and waves. 2 living in waters
shut off from the sea: Landlocked salmon must
spend their lives in freshwater instead of making
the migration to salt water.

land|lord (land’I6rd’), n. 1 a person who owns a
building or land that he rents to others: absentee
lanallords. 2 a person who runs an inn or rooming
house. syn: host, innkeeper.

land|lord|ism (land’I6r’diz em), n. 1 the methods
or practices of landlords; system of renting from
landlords: ... agriculture with low productivity
hampered still by the relics of landlordism (Wall
Street Journal). 2 the principle of the supremacy
of the landlord class.

land|lub|ber (land’lub’er), n. a person not used
to being on ships; person who is awkward on
board ship because of lack of experience: The
sailors called the landsmen landlubbers in scorn.
Their dream, like the dream of so many landlub-
bers was ... to sail to.the South Seas, to leave
the world behind (New York Times).

land|lub|ber|ly (land’lub’er I&), ad): confined to
or used on land rather than the sea: /andlubberly
ph;ases, landlubberly sports such as cricket and
polo.

land|lub|bing (land’lub‘ing), adj., n. — adj. living
or staying on the land; not seafaring.
— n. life or activity on land.

land|mark (land’mérk’), n., agj, v. —n. 1 some-



thing familiar or easily seen, used as a guide:
The hiker did not lose his way in the forest be-
cause the rangers' high tower served as a land-
mark. 2 Figurative. an important fact or event; a
happening that stands out above others: 7he in-
ventions of the printing press, the telephone, the
radio, and television are landmarks in the history
of communications. 3 a historic building, monu-
ment, or site: Under the Landmarks Law, the ex-
terior of a landmark building must be preserved,
but there are no restrictions on interior remodel-
ing (Ada Louise Huxtable). 4 a stone or other ob-
ject that marks the boundary of a piece of land:
Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour's landmark
(Deuteronomy 19:14).

—adj. U.S. serving as a guide in future judicial
ruling; setting a legal precedent: a /andmark Su-
preme Court decision.

— .t to mark by a landmark; indicate as if by a
landmark: Wakeful and missing little, and land-
marking the flylike dance of the planets ... (Ted

Ht.ghes).

land mass, or land/mass (land’mas’), 7. a
large, unbroken area of land, especially a conti-
nent: Antarctica is the earth’s coldest land mass.
The Soviet Union and its satellites form a land
mass extending from tern Europe through
most of Asia.

land measure, a system of square measure for
the area of land.

land mine, a container filled with explosives,
placed on the t%round or lightly covered. It is usu-
ally set off by the weight of vehicles or troops
passing over it or by magnetic contact.

Land of Beulah, the land of rest and happiness
just this side of the river of death in John Bun-
yan's Pilgrim’s Progress.

Land of Enchantment, a nickname for New
Mexico.

land office, a government office dealing with
records of sale and transfer of public lands.

land-of|fice business (land’6f’is, -of’-), U.S. /n-
formal. exceedingly active or rapid business: By
day the tomb is thro with parents and chil-
dren, and wagons selling ... soft drinks were do-
ing a land-office business (Saturday Review).

Land of Lincoln, a nickname for lllinois.

land of nod, sleep. [pun on the Land of Nod (in
the Bible) the country to which Cain traveled.
Genesis 4:16]

Land of Opportunity, a nickname for Arkansas.

Land of Promise, = Promised Land.

Land of Shining Mountains, a nickname for
Montana.

land of the leal, the dwelling place of the
blessed after death; heaven.

Land of the Midnight Sun, a nickname for arc-
tic regions, especially the northernmost part of
Norway.

Land of the Rising Sun, a nickname for Japan.

land otter, = river otter.

Inimalovmlor (land’@’ner), n. a person who owns
and.

land|/own|er|ship (land’d’ner ship), n. the condi-
tion of being a landowner.

landjown|ing (Iand'b'nin'g). adj. holding or pos-
sessing landed estates: the /andowning class.

land patent, Law. a deed that 3ives a private
citizen possession of public land.

land|plane (land’plan’), n. an airplane equipped
to land on and take off from land.

land plaster, gypsum ground to a powder for
use as a fertilizer.

land-poor (land’pur’ ), adj. 1 owning much land
but needing ready money. 2 poor because of
taxes or liens on one’s land.

land power, 1 military strength in land forces.

2 a nation that maintains large and effective land
forces.

Land|race (land’rds’), n. any one of a breed of
large, white hogs introduced from Scandinavia
into Great Britain.

land rail, = corn crake.

land reform, 1 a program of breaking up and
redistributing large land holdings, often among
the laborers that worked them: Now all but com-
plete, the land-reform program has freed 98% of
Iran’s 50,000 villages from landlord control
(Time). 2 any social or economic measure that
will benefit farmers.

land|rise (land’riz’), n. an uplifting of part of the
earth's surface.

Land Rover, 7rademark. an English motor vehi-
cle resembling a jeep but of heavier construction.

lands (landz), n.p/. See under land.

Land|sat (land’sat’), n. a United States artificial
satellite using remote-sensing apparatus to
gather data about the earth’s natural resources.
[< Land sat(ellite)]

land|scape (land’skdp), 7., v., -scaped, -scap-
ing. —n. 1 a view of scenery on land that can be
taken in at a glance from one point of view:
From the church tower the two hills with the val-
ley formed a beautiful landscape. syN: prospect.

2a a picture showing a land scene: an exhibit of
landscapes. b the art of painting such scenes: fo
stuady landscape. 3 Figurative. panorama; scene;
view: The landscape of international politics is
now very different from what it was (Listener).
SYN: vista.
— v.t. to make (land) more pleasant to look at by
arranging trees, shrubs, or flowers: The park is
landscaped. ... the beautifully landscaped motels
with swimming pools (Wall Street Journal).
— v.i. to be a landscape gardener.
[< Dutch /andschap < land land + -schap -ship]
— land’scap’er, n.

landscape architect, a person whose business
is designing landscape.

landscape architecture, the designing of land-
scape, as in a city park or along a highway.

landscape gardener, a person whose business
is landscape gardening.

landscape gardening, the arrangement of
trees, shrubs, or flowers, to give a pleasing ap-
pearanee to grounds, parks, or other areas.

land|scaplist (land’ska pist), n. 1 a painter of
landscapes: Though Europe has produced a host
of great landscapists, from Claude Lorrain to
Paul Cézanne, the West'’s best could have
learned much from the Chinese (Time). 2 a land-
scape architect or gardener: /n the skillful hands
of the Belgian landscapists, the grounds were
transformed into a wonderland of light and ver-
dure (Atlantic).

land shark, 1 a dishonest person who cheats or
robs seamen on shore: Flophouse keepers, sa-
loon owners, and other land sharks ... shang-
haied | sailors] aboard ship (Atlantic). 2 U.S. a
land grabber.

land|ship (land’ship), n. 1 a ship erected and
kept on land for training purposes. 2 a wagon or
other vehicle used for transportation on land.

land|side (land’sTd’), n. the flat side of a plow,
which is turned toward the unplowed land.

land|slide (land’siid’), n., v., -slid or -slid|ed,
-slidling. — . 1 a sliding down of a mass of soil
or rock on a steep slope: The term landslide
usually refers to a rapid movement of earth from
side embankments of roadside cuts but can also
refer to slow motion movements in which earth
gradually slips from roadsides onto the paving
(Science News Letter). 2 the mass that slides
down. 3 Figurative. an overwhelming number of
votes for one political party or candidate in an
election: The enormous vote cast for the Presi-
dent made his election a landslide. 4 Figurative.
an event of rapidly developing proportions, espe-
cially a disaster: Along with all their other prob-
lems, the two leaders now had to face landslide
inflation (Atlantic).
— v./. to win an election by a landslide.
— v.t to elect by a landslide: The English elec-
torate ... has landslided the Tomboy Tories in for
yet another fun-filled term (Punch).
[American English]-

land|slip (land’slip’), n. British. landslide (defs. 1

and 2).

Lands/mal (l&ns’mdl’), n. the more recent of the
two varieties of standard, literary Norwegian (con-
trasted with Aiksmdl); Nynorsk. It incorporates
various native dialects. [< Norwegian Landsmé/
< lands, genitive of /and land + mé/ language,

speec|

lands/man (landz’men), n., p/ -men. 1 a person
who lives or works on land or who has had no
experience at sea: There is nothing so helpless
and pitiable an object in the world as a landsman

inning a sailor’s life (Richard Henry Dana).
2 Nautical. an inexperienced seaman, below an
ordinary seaman in rating.

land speed, speed of a vehicle qn land or the
speed comparable to that of a vehicle on land:
Then the land speed record merely becomes an
air speed record at zero altitude (New Scientist).

land|spout (land’spout’), n. a funnel-shaped
cloud resembling a waterspout but occurring on
land. A landspout may be produced by certain
severe whirling storms of small extent.

Lands|raad (ldns’r6d’), n. the legislative council
of Greenland. [< Danish Landsraad < lands,
genitive of /and land + raad council ]

land’s sakes, an exclamation or expression of
surprise, wonder, or mild disgust. [euphemism for
Lord'’s sakes)

Landsi|ting or Lands|thing (lans’ting’), n. (for-
merly) the upper house of the Rigsdag or former
bicameral parliament of Denmark. [ < Danish
Landsting < lands, genitive of /and land +- ting,
thing assembly, parliament]

Land|sturm (lant’shtarm’), n. in Germany, Switz-
erland, and Austria: 1 a general levy in time of
war. 2 the force that consists of all men liable to
call for military service and not already in the
army, navy, or Landwehr. [< German Landsturm
< Land land + Sturm storm, military assault]

lands/wom|an (landz’wum’an), n., p/. -wom|en.
a woman who lives or works on land.

lang syne

Land|tag (lant’tdk’), n., pl -talge (-td’ge). a diet,
or lawmaking body, of a German state or of
Liechtenstein. [.< German Landtag (literally) land-
day < Land land + Tag day, assembly]

land|tied (land’tid’), adj. joined to the mainland
or to other land by the growth of reefs or sand-
spits, as islands.

land-to-land (land’ts land”), adj. launched from
land at a target on land: /and-to-land missiles.

land|ward (land’werd), adv., adj. toward the land
or shore.

land|wards (land’werdz), adv. = landward.

Land|wehr (l4nt’var’), n. (in Germany, Switzer-
land, and Austria) that part of the organized mili-
tary forces of the nation that have been trained
in regular units for a given period of time and
who are required to serve only in time of war. [<
German Landwehr < Land land + Wehr defense]

land wind, a wind blowing from the land toward
the sea.

land|work|er (land’wér’ker), n. = farm hand.

land yacht, = sand yacht.

lane? (13n), n. 1 a narrow way between hedges,
walls, or fences, especially a narrow country road
or path or city street: A carriage drove down the
muddly lane. A parish all of fields, high hedges,
and deep-rutted lanes (George Eliot). syn: pas-
sage. 2 a lengthwise division of a highway
marked for a single line of traffic: Center lane for
left turn only (highway sign). Many four-lane high-
ways cross the country. 3 a course or route used
by ships or aircraft going in the same direction.

4 an alley between buildings. 5 any narrow way
or other thing resembling a lane: 7he President
walked down a lane formed by two lines of sol-
diers and sailors. The FCC patrols the radio
lanes for IYIega/ operations and technical violators
(George O. Gillingham). 6 a bowling alley: Ae-
flecting the new tone, alleys have become
“lanes,” and even the gutters that line the alleys
are now channels (Time). 7 one of the narrow al-
leys on a track, marked by chalked lines, espe-
cially one in which a runner must stay during
sprint or hurdle races. [Old English /ane)]

lane? (1an), agj. Scottish. lone.

lane|way (Ian’wd’), n. 1 the path or pavement of
a lane. 2 = lane.

lang (lang, ldng), adj, adv., n. Scottish. long'.

lang., language.

lan|galha (ldng gd’hd), n. a snake of Madagas-
car, having the snout prolonged into a sharply
flexible tip. [< the Malagasy name]

lang|bein|ite (lang’bT nit), n. a mineral, a sulfate
of potassium and magnesium, that occurs in
potassium salt deposits and is mined as a source
of potassium sulfate. Formula: K;Mgaz(SOs)s [<
A. L1‘]angbein, a German chemist of the 1800's +
-ite

Langler/hans islands (l&ng’er hédns), = islets of
Langerhans.

lang/lauf (l&ng’louf’), n. the act or sport of cross-
country skiing. [< German Langlauf (literally) long
run

lang|léiu/fer (l&dng’loi’fer), n., p/. -ldulfer or -ldu-
fers. a cross-country skier; geldndeldufer. [<
German Langldufer (literally) long runner]

lang|ley (lang”’l&), n. a unit of solar radiation
equal to 1 small calorie per square centimeter.
[< Samuel P. Langley, 1834-1906, an American
astronomer and physicist]

Lang|muir probe (lang’myur), a device to meas-
ure plasma density by calculating the potential
electric discharge along a probe in a plasma-
filled tube. [< Irving Langmuir, 1881-1957, an
American chemist]

Lan|go|bard (lang’ge bérd), n. = Lombard.

Lan|go/bar|dijan (lang’gd bér’d& en), n. the Ger-
manic language of the Lombards.

Lan|go|bar|dic (lang’ge bar’dik), adj, n. —adj =
Lombardic.

—n. = Langobardian.

lan/gouste (ldn gist’), n. French. spiny lobster.

lan|gous|tine (lan gls t&n”), n. French. a small
lobster.

lan|grage or lan|gridge (lang’grij), . a kind of
scattering shot of nails, bolts, and the like, fas-
tened together or enclosed in a case, formerly
used in naval warfare for damaging sails and rig-
ging. [origin unknown]

lan|grel (lang’grel), n. Obsolete. langrage.

Lang/shan (lang’shan), n. any of an Asian breed
of large, white-skinned chicken that produces
very dark-brown eggs. [< Langshan, a locality
near Shanghai, China]

lang syne, or lang|syne (lang’sin’, -zin’), adv.,

Pronunciation Key: hat, dge, céare, fér; let, &qual,
térm; it, Tce; hot, Spen, drder; oi!, out; cup, put,
riile; child; long; thin; ¥xen; zh, measure;

@ represents a in about, e in taken, i in pencil,

o in lemon, u in circus.

1177



1178 language

n. Scottish. — adv. long since; long ago: ... this
south-east corner of Scotland, full of memories
of men on the march and battles fought lang
syne (London Times).
—n. a time long ago, especially in the phrase
auld lang syne.
[< Scottish /ang Iong) + synrs‘ since] -
lan|/guage (lang”gwij), 7. 1 human speech, spo-
ken or written: Mgm men would be
like animals. Language ls the basis of man's
uniqueness, and the essence of his culture
(Scientific American). Language is a set of habits.
Like other habits, they are easily formed in early
life and difficult to change later (Yuen Ren
Chao). 2 the speech used by one nation, tribe, or
other similar large ’%?up of people; tongue: the
French /anguaﬂ:‘d Navaho language. 3 a
form, style, of language; manner of ex-
pression: bad or strong language, Shakespeare’s
language. The best language must inevitably be
conservative, but it needs no less to be oonm-

uously refreshed from the gmnyng
day utterance ... (Simeon otter). syn: dlction

parlance. 4 wordlng or words: in the language of
the Lord'’s Prayer. The lawyer explained fo us
very carefully the language of the contract. 5 the
special terms used by a science, art, profession,
or class of persons: the Ia%aga of chemistry.
ﬂrars is one language and another
for on board shtb (Frederick Marryat) syn: phra-
seology, vocabulary, jargon, cant. 6 the expres-
sion of thoughis and foelmgg otherwise than by
words: sign /anguage, the r?uage of reason. A
dogslanguagalsmadeupo barks, whines,

, and tail-waggings. 7 = computer lan-
guage. '8 the study of Ianguage or languages; lin-
guistics. 9 a set of assumptions or a
often held by a group: /-lopstdoesn'lspeakmy
language. Abbrl lang. [< %Fre:}ch /ar;gage <
la tongue, angua e tin /ingua

’gl: 2 Language, dgaloct idiom mean the
form and pattern of speech of a particular group
of people. Language applies to the body o
words, forms, and patterns of sounds and struc-
turemakm?upmeapeoehofapeople, nation,
or group of peoples. Dialect applies to a form of
speech peculiar to one locality or district of the
gec;g;aphlcal territory of a Ianguage The dialect

English lai spoken in Boston \
sounds strange to a Westerner. ldiom applies to
a particular language’s. characteristic manner of
using words in phrases and sentences: The use
of prepositions is a striking feature of English
idiom.

o arts, U. diSsﬁtramimg in frreadmg wrmngm
speaking, as nguished from trai in lit-
erary one?aﬁon and scholarship. "‘(‘9
lanl.ua.od (lan'gwnd), adj. having or versed ina
language or languages: many-languaged nations.
language laboratory, a schoolroom equipped
with tape recorders and similar apparatus to ena-
ble students to practice hearing and speaking-a
foreign language they are studying.
/l.nllua.ol (Ian gwij lis), ad. without lan-

hn.u..o ol ﬂowon a method of expressing
sentiments.by means of flowers.

langue (lang), A. Linguistics. language as a Sys- |
tem or code, as distinguished from individual
speech; the grammar, vocabulary, and syntax of
a Iangulage (cont]rasted with parole). [< French
langue language

langue d’oc (l&ng’ dbk’), French. the Romance
dialect spoken in southern France (Provence) in
the Middle Ages. It became modern Provengal.

langue d’o(il (I&ng’ db 817), French. the Romance
dialect spoken in northern France in the Middle
Ages. It me modern French.

lan|guet or lan|guette (lang’gwet), n. 1 any-
thing shaped like a little tongue. 2 Music. a flat
plate or tongue fastened opposite the mouth of
an or flue pipe. 3 a tongue-shaped part of
any of various implements, as a narrow blade
projecting at the edge of a type of spade. [<
Middle French /anguette (diminutive) < Old
French /angue tongue < Latin lingua)

lan|guid (Iang'g\m ). adj. 1 feeling weak; without
energ= drooping: A hot, sticky day makes a per-
son feel langui / sYN: weary, fatigued, exhausted.
2 without interest or enthusiasm; indifferent: 7he
lazy boy felt too languid to do anything. svn: list-
less, spiritless, apathetic. 3 not brisk or lively;
sluggish; dull: /anguid competition. 4 without
force or effectiveness: a /anguid narrative, a lan-
guid style. [< Latin /languidus < languére be faint,
related to /axus lax] — lan’guid|ly, adv. — lan’-
guidiness, .

lan|guid|ijty (Iang gwnd'a t&), n. the state of being
languid; lan uor . languidity induced by oppres-
sive heat (Ti

lan|guish (lang'gwnsh), , n. — v.i. 110 grow
weak; become weary; droop The flowers lan-

ished from lack of water. syn: wither, fade. 2 to
ggcome weak or wasted through pain, hunger, or
other suffering; suffer under any unfavorable con-
ditions: 7he innocent man languished in prison
for twenty years. The New York Shakespeare
Festival ... is a most important cultural endeavor
in the atyandshouldmtba\allowodfa la
and disappear (New York Times). 3 to dull,
slack, or less intense: The sentqcs nce
never languished. syw: dwindle. 4 to droop with
longing; pine with love or grief (for): She lan-
guished for the home she had been forced to
leave. 5 to assume a soft, tender look for. effect:
When a visitor comes in, she smiles and lan- .
guishes, you'd think that butter wouldn’t melt in
her mouth (Thackeray).
—n. 1 the act or state of languishing: One des-
perate grief cures with another’s la
(Shakespeare). 2 a tender look or glance: the
warm, dark languish of her eyes (John Greenleaf
Whittier

).
[< Old French /anguiss-, stem of languir < Vulgar

La't::" lai rra, 'or Latin /anguére be weary]
lanl.ullhhllng (Itmhg"gwli dsh'mg) n'aoy 1 drooping as
with longing. syn: languid, faint, languorous.
2 tender; sentimental; loving: Icnfaslmg
glances. 3 lasting; lmgenng 4 failing to excite in-
terest. syn: lethargic, spiritiess. — lan’guish|ing-

ly, adv.
lan|guish/ment (lang’gwish ment), n. 1 a lan-
g_uuahmg Yet dp | sometimes feel a
or skies ltalian (Keats). 2 a drooping, pining
condition. 3 a languushmg look or manner.
lan|guor (lang’ger), n., v. —n. 1 lack of ener
weakness; weariness: A long illness caused
languor. syn: feebleness, fatigue. 2 lack of inter-
est or enthusiasm,; indifference: Languor is not in
your heart (Matthew Amold) m apathy. 3 soft-
ness or tenderness of mood. 4 quietness; still-
n?ss the l:l% of a wm aﬁsmoofnns lack
of activity; sluggishness: inguor of Rome—
its weary pavements, its little life (Hawthorne).
—vl togrowweak languish: fo languor with an

[< Old French Ianguor or. langour < Latin /an-

llglllll‘:ll.l'lm (Iang’qor gs), adj. 1 languid; usul::f.

2 causing
guorijousily, adv. — lunlgw guoriousiness, 7.
l-nl.ur (lung gur”), n. any one of several genera

of large, sl‘(;m;gﬂled slender monkeys that live in

trees in such as the entellus. [<
Hnndustani langdr < in having a
tail < /dngdia tail] - |
lanl A=

)

lllnllll'l! (li’né er's, lan’8-), ad (of teeth) fitted
for tearing, as the canine teeth. [< Latin /anidrius
hawnglodownhabuwhev<lpm:sabutcher<
lanidire to tear]

lanijate (13’nd &t, lan’&°), vl. -atled, -atllng to
tear apart; rend. [< Latin /anidre (with English
-ate') to tear]

la|nif|er|ous (lo nif’ef es), ad)j. wool-

-bearing;
woolly. [< Latin /@nifer (< /8na wool + ferreto

bear) + English -ous]
la|nig|erious (le nij’er es), adj. = = laniferous.
lank (langk), adj. 1 long ang thin; sleAder: a /ank
boy, lank grasses. syu: skinny, lanky, gaunt. .
2 straight and flat; not curly or wavy: /ank locks
of hair. [Old English hlanc’ --Ilnk"y..
— lank’ness, 7.

Lan|

ment

with their referents in much the same way as
conomanedsnmulusbaoomasmoaamdmrhan
unconditioned

stimulus, as in the classical condi-
mnglheayolPavlov(Scionee Journal). [< fan-

( ]

%ﬂn(l&n’u ), one of three known
Izpes virus causing . The other two are E
the Brunhilde and Leon strains. [< Lansing, a city-
in Michigan, home of a victim of the disease]

lansique|net (lans’ke net), n. 1 a mercenary foot

soldier, commonly armed with )
Lansquenets were formerly employed in the Ger-
man and other Continental armies in the 1600's
and 1700’s. 2 -a card game in which the players’
bet against the banker. [< Middle French /ans-
qwnﬂ!k: German Landsknechl; see etym. under

lance ]
lan|ta|na (lan t&’ne, -t4’-), n. any of a group of

tromcal or subtropical, American plants of
the verbena family, noted for their bright flowers:
Lantana in

rose ... (New Y\

shades of orange, yellow or
‘ Times). [< New Latin Lantana
the genus name])

tlanlhm(lan'tom),n1acesotoprotoc1nught

from wind or-rain. A lantern has sides
paperorsomeolhormatenaluvoum
light can shine and can be carried 'romphooto
place. 2a the room at the top of a lighthouse
where the light is. b Obsolete. a ||
3a an upright structure on a roof or-dome for let-
ting in light and air or for decoration: b a louver
on a roof. 4 = magic lantern. 5 = lantern pinion.
[< Old French lanterne < Latin /anterna (with
endln patterned on /dcerna lamp) < Greek
torch < /édmpein to shine)

I.nlhnhla-od (Ian'tem jod’), aoy having a lan-
tern jaw or lantern jaws.
lantern

thin sheat of glass with
a picture on it that is shown on a screen by a
slide projector or a lantern.

lank|ijly (Iang’ke 18), adv. in a lanky condition or lan|tha|nide (lan’the nid, -nid), n. any of the 3

form.
lank|ilness (lang’ké nis), n. the condition of be-

ing lanky. .
lank|y (lang’ké&), adj, lanklijer, lank|ijest. awk-
zgrdly long and thin; tall and ungraceful: a /anky

rare-earth elements. [ < /anthanum (first of the
rare-earth elements) + -ide]

lanthanide series, the rare-earth elements:

Cerium is the first of the lanthanide series of the
periodic table, so-called because they follow lan-
thanum in the table (Science News Letter).

lnn[mr (lan’er), n. 1 a falcon found in southern  lan|thajnon (lan’the non), n. = lanthanide.

Europe, North Africa, and southern Asia. 2 Fa/-
conry. a female lanner. [< Old French /anier,
probably < Vulgar Latin /anarius, variant of Latin
lanidrius a type of falcon < /anidre tear flesh]

lan|ner|et (lan’e ret), n. Falconry. a male lanner,
smaller than the female.

lan|ojlin (lan’e lin), n. a yellowish, fatty substance
obtained from the natural coating on wool fibers;
wool fat. Lanolin is purified and mixed with water
(hydrous lanolin) and used in cosmetics, oint-
ments, shoe polish, leather dressing, and as a
protective coating for metals. [ < Latin /@na wool
+ English -o2 + -in]

lan|o/line (lan’s lin, -1&n), 7. = lanolin.

lajnose (13’nds), adj. woolly; lanate.

Lans|/downe (lanz’doun), n. Trademark. a fine,
soft fabric of silk and wool, used for dresses.

#*lan|tha/num (lan’the nem), n. a soft, malleable,

metallic chemical element which occurs in certain
rare minerals such as monazite, cerite, and sa-
marskite. Lanthanum is one of the most common
of the rare-earth elements, belong ng to the
cerium metals, and is used in ing all

Some series do nc’ include lanthanum. [< New
Latin /anthanum < Greek /anthdnein lie hidden]

xlanthanum
atomic atomic | oxidation
ol | o | S |
ta | s7 lisser | 3

lant/horn (lant’hérn, lan’tern), n. Archaic. lantern.
Lan|tian man (lan’tyan’), an extinct species -of

lan|sign (lan’sin’), n. (in semanhcs) a word, char- man, thought to be older than Peking man, iden-

acter, sound, or other language symbol for a
thing or idea: /n the 1930s C. K. Ogden, I. A.
Richards and A. Korzybski, and more recently

C. E. Osgood, D. H. Mowrer and others, tried to
show how la symbols and signs (lansigns,
as they are sometimes called) are associated

lajnu|giinose (la ni’je nds, -nyi’-), aoy

tified from bones discovered in central China in
1964. [ < Lantien (county in Shensi province,
China, where it was found) + -fan)

lanugi-

nous.
la|nulgiinous (le nii‘je nes, -nyii*-), adj. 1 covered



