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Preface

It is difficult to overestimate the day to day importance of the
law of nuisance. The frequency with which disputes arise
between neighbouring occupiers, giving rise to a need for legal
advice and sometimes to litigation, is beyond question. More-
over, although the development of planning control in the
twentieth century has made it unlikely that general environ-
mental issues, along the lines of some of the major earlier
nuisance cases, would nowadays be resolved in the courts, a
steady stream of reported decisions in recent years shows that
this branch of the law can still give rise to difficult problems.
Nevertheless it is over half a century since a book dealing ex-
clusively with the subject was published in England: Pearce
and Meston on the Law relating to Nuisances appeared in 1926.
The only other English textbook to be published this century,
Garrett on Nuisances, appeared in its third, and last, edition in
1908, and was first published in 1890. It is therefore hoped that
this book will fill a need and prove useful to all those concerned
with this branch of the law.

I am greatly indebted to Mr P L. R Mitchell LLB, Solicitor of
the Supreme Court, who generously found time to read the en-
tire manuscript in draft and who saved me from a number of
errors, particularly in the chapter on injunctions. For those that
remain I alone am responsible.

May 1981
Mansfield College, Oxford R.A.B.
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