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HOW FAR CAN HUMAN BEINGS GO? Mface

In September 2002, the United Nation's World Summit on Sustainable
Development was held in Johannesburg, South Africa. Delegates from
192 countries, including 104 heads of state or government, attended the
conference to discuss development plans of the world. Prime Minister
Zhu Rongji, who led the Chinese delegation, made a speech during the
conference.

We are now in a changing world. The gap between the North and South
has been widened and the degradation of global environment has not yet
been fundamentally reversed. Against this background the World Summit
took place. The success of this conference had made great impact on
promoting global sustainable development. First of all, delegates from
different governments, international organizations and social groups had
chances to exchange views, thus achieving better understanding on the
issue of sustainable development. Second, governments of different
countries around the world reconfirmed the Rio Principles, especially the
principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities”, and reiterated
their commitment to implement the Agenda 21. The conference approved
the Plan of Implementation that aimed at facilitating sustainable
development and carrying out the Agenda 21, and pledged to take concrete
actions for the set goals of this world summit. All this is bound to breath
new life into the process of world sustainable development. Third, the
Summit promotes multilateralism and advocates multilateral cooperation
and new types of partnerships so as to face common challenges and realize
sustainable development. That has important implications for promoting
democracy in international relations.



As the world's largest developing country, China attaches great importance
to the issue of sustainable development, which has now become the
country's major development strategy. After the UN Conference on
Environment and Development in 1992, China was the first country to
formulate a national agenda 21 — China s Agenda 21: The White Paper on
China's Population, Environment and Development in the 21st Century.
The government also formulated corresponding priority programme.
China’s Agenda 21 and its related priority programme have been
incorporated into the national economic and social development plans.
While maintaining rapid economic growth, in recent years, China has
been making great efforts in protecting ecological environment and
enhancing harmony between population, resources and environment. In
his speech at the World Summit, Premier Zhu Rongji pointed out that the
key to sustainable development lies in the changing of traditional concept
and model of development, and that economic development should never
be achieved at the expense of resource wastage and ecological environment
damage. He announced that the Chinese government has approved the
Kyoto Protocol. That shows the seriousness of the Chinese government
on this issue, thus winning a very wide support and praise from other
delegates.

How Far Can Human Beings Go?is now published by Foreign Language
Teaching and Research Press, the materials of which were collected and
compiled by the Administrative Center for China’s Agenda 21 and
Department of International Cooperation for Science and Technology, the
Ministry of Science and Technology. The collection contains speeches of
more than one hundred government leaders, reflecting their understanding
and thinking on the issue of sustainable development and concerns under
this issue. The book displays excellent expounding skills of those leaders
and their personal speech styles. Meanwhile, it reflects both the consensus
and different opinions on sustainable development of different countries.
I believe the collection will serve as a good reference for college teachers
and students as well as researchers and managers in this field to know the
latest world trends on sustainable development. The speeches also provide
valuable and beautiful English language materials for various readers,



especially for those who are engaged in English language teaching and
research. '

With the Chinese delegation I attended both the 1992 UN Conference on
Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and the 2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa.
I realized that it's not at all an easy job to reach a consensus and enlist
cooperation from different countries on various aspects of the issue on
sustainable development and every action is hard to come. The consensus,
cooperation and actions reflect the common wishes of the countries in the
world on sustainable development. They are also the products of long and
tough negotiations between the developing countries and the developed
countries. From Rio to Johannesburg, ten difficult years has passed in
man's pursuit of sustainable development. What have been achieved over
the past decade? What are the evaluations and assessments on those
developments by different countries of the world? Is there any new thinking
on this issue? What are the hopes and expectations raised for future
sustainable development? I think this collection of speeches by world
leaders at the World Summit is authoritative in answering those questions.

Countries differ from each other, so the opinions of their leaders differ,
some even greatly. That shows different countries have different
perspectives. I hope this book will provide readers with comprehensive
and objective materials of current international trends on the issue of
sustainable development for the benefit of their research and study.

HELS

November 2002
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'CHINA

Statement by H.E. Mr. Zhu Rongji, Premier of the State Council

Mr. President,

It is of great significance for national leaders around the world to come
together on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development(UNCED) to review the past
and look into the future in a discussion of important issues of global
sustainable development.

On behalf of the Chinese government and people, I wish to express my warm
congratulations on the convocation of this summit and my sincere thanks to
the Government and people of South Africa for the great efforts they have
put into it. What is particularly meaningful is that this summit meets in Africa
shortly after the inauguration of the African Union. I am confident that with
the establishment of the African Union and the implementation of the New
Partnership for African Development (NEPAD), the African continent will
take on a new look with historic changes and fresh contributions to world
peace and development.

Sustainable development is a crucial and pressing task facing all countries in
the world. Ten years ago, national leaders around the world met in Rio de
Janeiro of Brazil and laid down the principles, objectives and programs of
action on sustainable development. Since then, the international community
and national governments have made unremitting efforts in implementing
the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21. Important steps have been taken in
promoting the harmonious development of the economy, population,
resources and environment, and various forms of regional and bilateral
cooperation on environment and development have been carried out in greater
depth. Meanwhile, environmental degradation worldwide has gone on
unreversed. While such long-standing problems as poverty, hunger, waste of
resources and ecological destruction remain unresolved, abnormal climatic
changes, fresh water shortage, spread of HIV/AIDS and other new threats
have cropped up. As economic globalization presses on, the gap between the
North and South, as well as the digital divide, keeps on widening. What
merits our particular attention is that terrorist activities, regional conflicts,
trans-border crimes, rampant drug-trafficking and other threats to peace and
security remain quite serious. The pressure and challenge facing the

..



international community are evidently on the increase, rather than decrease.
Fulfilling the objectives of sustainable development as set by Agenda 21 is
still a long and arduous journey.

Mr. President,

We are already in the 21st century with complex and profound changes taking
place every minute around the world. The new technology revolution
spearheaded by IT and bioengineering is surging forward with dazzling speed.
Working for peace, development and cooperation has become the irresistible
trend of history. Regardless where they live, people all desire a good and
peaceful life and want to see sustainable development a reality.

We are called upon by the new situation to proceed from the larger interest
of harmony between man and nature and complimentarity between
environment and development and to take the road of sustainable development
with stronger determination and more solid steps. Now, I wish to take this
opportunity to give my propositions as follows:

1. We should deepen our understanding of sustainable development.
Sustainable development is a new outlook on development as defined by the
UNCED in Rio, which represents a radical departure from the traditional
concept and model of development. Namely, economic development must
contribute to the continuous use of resources and the virtuous cycle of the
ecosystem, and must not be achieved by abusing the resources and destroying
the ecosystem. Owing to differing national conditions and development levels,
countries may differ in the way sustainable development is pursued. While
taking the diversified development of countries as the basis and promoting
global development through individual local development, efforts should be
made to combine solutions to country-specific environmental problems with
those of global environmental problems, so as to achieve sustainable
development throughout the world.

2. Concerted efforts of all countries are needed in achieving sustainable
development. We should take common development as our objective and bring
about a new partnership featuring mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit.
The principles laid down by the UNCED in Rio, especially the principle of
"common but differentiated responsibilities”, should be adhered to. The United
Nations should play an active role in coordinating the overall international
strategy of environment and development, as well as in conducting technology
transfer, technical consultation, personnel training and aid programs. Relevant
international and regional organizations and agencies should strengthen their
cooperation with all countries, especially developing countries. Countries
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should do still a better job in mobilizing their social groups, enterprises and
population to work for sustainable development.

3. We should strengthen scientific and technological cooperation in achieving
sustainable development. Rapid development of science and technology in
today's world has increasingly become a powerful engine for human progress.
It is essential that we extensively apply the research results, especially those
in information, biology and other hi-tech fields, in resources exploitation,
environment protection and ecological development. Spread of science and
technology should recognize no national boundaries. The international
community and national governments should adopt new policies and
mechanisms to help reduce clashes between protecting intellectual property
rights and promoting wider application of technology so as to facilitate transfer
of technology among states.

4. We should endeavour to create an international economic environment
conducive to sustainable development. Global sustainable development
requires a fair and equitable new international economic order and a new
regime of world trade. Erecting trade barriers with excessive environmental
standards will, instead of getting us any closer to solving the environmental
issues, seriously hamper the capabilities of the developing countries for
sustainable development. The international community should fully
understand the difficulties faced by the developing countries in the areas of
fund, trade and debts, and take effective steps to remove protective trade
practices of one kind or another. The developed countries, in particular, should
make their market more accessible by dismantling trade barriers. The
developing countries should take an active part in international cooperation
and competition with a view to steadily enhancing their capabilities of
sustainable development. To this end, we call for a proper handling of the
relationship between trade and environment at the new round of multilateral
trade negotiations so as to ensure that the two will promote each other.

5. Sustainable development cannot go forward without world peace and
stability. Peace is the most essential prerequisite for mankind's survival and
development. Our world, on the whole, is enjoying peace, relaxation and
stability. But local wars, tensions and turbulences are still very pronounced.
Our planet is no peace haven. All countries should abide by the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter, comply with the universally recognized norms
governing international relations and work together to safeguard peace and
stability in regions and globally. All disputes between states and all regional
conflicts should be resolved by peaceful means, and the use or threat of
force should be rejected.



