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Preface to the Fourth Edition

The purpose of this book is to serve as an accessible introduction to land
law and to form a foundation for the further study of the subject. As in

" previous editions, the intention has also been to show that land law is not a
difficult, dry, abstract subject couched in arcane language and somehow
detached from the reality of people’s lives, but is vibrant and adaptable,
essentially concerned with the relationships which people, organisations
and the state have with each other about land.

The study of land law cannot really be undertaken in isolation from other
law subjects such as contract, tort and equity, to which reference is made in
the text where appropriate. In addition, much of the land law which appears
in textbooks on the subject, including this one, is overlaid by a statutory
framework (for example, in the areas of leasehold law and, increasingly,
environmental law); readers may wish to direct themselves to relevant
specialist textbooks.

This edition analyses the latest case law on the Trusts of Land and
Appointment of Trustees Act 1996. It covers recent statutes, including the
Human Rights Act 1998 and the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act
1999, and considers the Commonhold and Leasehold Reform Bill which at
the time of writing is before Parliament. It examines current proposals to
reform the process of buying and selling land, and reviews the recommen-
dations of the important Law Commission and Land Registry Consultation
Paper (‘Land Registration for the Twenty-First Century’, Law Com. No.
254, 1998) in the context of the seemingly inevitable transition towards a
universal system of registered land in England and Wales.

The syllabus of most land law courses is covered, but there is no detailed
reference to the working of the Settled Land Act or analysis of future
interests and the law against perpetuities.

My thanks are due to colleagues for comments on the draft of this edition.

The law is stated as at 1 January 2001.

JOE CURSLEY
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