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Preface

There is a saying in some cultures when people pass away: “May their memory be a
blessing.” This means that whenever we think of that particular person, something good
will happen somewhere. So it is with the legacy of Professor Jillian Jimenez. The first edition
of Social Policy and Social Change was a true reflection of her vision of the nexus between
social problems and social policies, and why the social work profession must understand the
frameworks that inform, limit, or advance social work practice and the goal of social justice.
Professor Jimenez passed away only a few months after the first edition was published. Her
legacy lives on in the many lives she touched as a valued mentor, colleague, professor, and
friend, and of course throughout this publication.

The boxes were barely unpacked with the first edition when all of us teaching the CSULB
incoming MSW student course, Oppressed Groups: Social Policy Analysis, designed the
syllabus commensurate with the text. Students and faculty alike were drawn to the book’s
passion, along with the creative adaptation of Brandeis professor David Gil’s analysis
framework. The chapter questions at the front, discussion questions at the end of each
chapter, and the profiles in leadership throughout the text were especially valued.

It is a testament to the strength of the first edition that SAGE recognized the value of creating
a second edition, based on reviews from faculty across the country. When Professor

Ruth M. Chambers and I (Eileen Mayers Pasztor) were offered the privilege of writing the
second edition, we recognized the ethical responsibility of being true to her vision while
updating many of the policies, facts, and figures that had changed since 2009. For example,
Barack Obama had just been elected to his first term as U.S. president when the first text was
published, and the Affordable Care Act had not yet been enacted.

This second edition reflects changes based on the reviews from colleagues, reviewers, and
our students. It also is influenced by our experiences teaching a course that has used this
text for the past 5 years. The rewrite includes: (a) reordering and modifying the length of
the chapters; (b) supplementing each chapter with updated statistics, research, and related
materials; (c) enhancing the leadership profiles; and (d) ensuring that each subject area
reflects economic, political, and societal changes since 2009.

We hope this book will remind current and future generations of social workers how
fortunate we are to be members of a profession with such a dynamic and compelling code
of ethics that focuses on competence, dignity, integrity, importance of relationships, service,
and pursuit of social justice. The faculty of the CSULB School of Social Work voted some
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years ago to include the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Code of Ethics

in every course syllabus. It illuminates what sets social workers apart from other related
disciplines: our obligation to pursue social justice and to fight for equal access to resources
and opportunities for everyone.

Social workers understand the interactive effects of policy and practice. Therefore, we
anticipate this text to be a useful working tool for students and faculty pursuing these vital
principles.
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