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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Almost three years have passed since the publication of the first edition of
this book. Although the WTO encountered difficulties in the political arena
as exemplified by the failure to initiate multilateral negotiations at the
Cancun Ministerial Conference, the dispute settlement system of the
WTO has continued to grow and provided rules of trade which are essential
for security and predictability of international trading system. With regard
to the dispute settlement system of the WTO, the Sutherland Report states:
“First, while there are some grounds for criticism and reform of the dispute
settlement system, on the whole, there exists much satisfaction with its
practices and performance. Second, in appraising ideas for reform or im-
provement, the most important principle is to ‘do no harm.””" In the past
three year period, a number of important panel and the Appellate Body
reports were adopted and their recommendations were implemented. These
reports contributed much toward the establishment of WTO jurisprudence,
which is the basis for a stable and orderly international trade.

In light of these developments, the authors decided to revise the book
extensively and incorporate new rules and principles enunciated in panel
and the Appellate Body reports. Also two new chapters were added, e.g., a
chapter on agriculture and a chapter on government procurement. Agricul-
ture is always a focal point in WTO negotiations and dispute settlement.
The authors think that agriculture deserves a separate chapter for analysis
and explanation. The value and amount of government procurement are
indeed great and play an important role in international trade. This is
especially true in large trading entities such as the United States, the
European Union and Japan. There are also many disputes both internation-
ally and domestically with regard to government procurement. The authors

" The Future of the WTO: Addressing institutional challenges in the new millennium, Report
of the Consultative Board to the Director-General Supachai Pantichapakdi (World Trade
Organization, 2004), p. 49.



Preface to the Second Edition

think that it makes much sense to incorporate a chapter on government
procurement.

WTO law continues to grow and any writing on this subject is destined
to be out of date. The authors tried to incorporate as much recent infor-
mation as possible. However, there has to be a cutoff time in updating and
this cutoff time is the end of July 2005.

Our thanks are due to Ms Tomoko Ohhara, a graduate student at The
University of Edinburgh specializing in international economic law, who
prepared the table of cases and decisions and the WTO agreements and
other instruments cited in the texts. Last but not least, our thanks are due to
Mr John Louth and editors of the Oxford University Press for their
encouragement and patience without which this second edition would not
have been completed.

Mitsuo Matsushita
Thomas J. Schoenbaum
Petros C. Mavroidis
QOctober, 2005
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