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Preface

With the thirteenth edition of English Fundamentals, the book enters its eighth decade of
service to students of the English language. Although the book is remarkably different in
2004 from its first version, produced in 1933, its fundamental qualities and its fundamental
purpose remains the same. Students will still find in this new edition a straightforward and
complete explanation of the language system we call English. Each basic idea is clearly
explained and exemplified so that students can gain control of the operating principles of the
language. Each lesson contains recognition exercises and, wherever possible, active writing
exercises to reinforce the instruction in the minds of the students. A comprehensive system
of tests at the end of the book allows students to check their progress and their mastery of
the concepts as they work through the text.

ORGANIZATION AND APPROACH

As in previous editions, the first six lessons establish a foundation by introducing to the students
the basic systems of the language by dealing with subject-verb combinations, basic sentence
patterns, and systems of modification. These first lessons lay the groundwork for further study
by showing the students the organizing principles of sentences. These first lessons are designed
to serve as an introduction to an analysis of the language, and students should work through
them first.

Once the foundation is established, the pattern of the text moves from basic structures to
more complex sentence patterns. The building blocks of complex structures, clauses and
phrases, offer an opportunity to learn to write more sophisticated and effective sentences. Once
the more advanced principles are in place, the text provides instruction in writing correctly as
well as effectively. Students learn to recognize fragments and run-on sentences, and they
practice correcting these problems by revising problematic sentences. Each lesson in the
advanced sections includes active production of written work through sentence combining,
embedding drills, and transformation exercises. The last lessons focus the students’ attention on
refining their use of the language by asking them to look at punctuation, usage, spelling, and
capitalization. These lessons contain short paragraphs to be revised and corrected.

The final instructional section deals with the writing process, laying out the orderly steps
that allow students to develop essays and academic papers. The composition stage begins with
subject selection, moves into extensive work on invention, discovering ideas, and gathering
information that will naturally lead to the production of a clear, supportable thesis. From that
point, students learn to select content and arrange it in an orderly presentation. The discussion
of the process then shifts to revision. Revision begins with an assessment of the thesis and the
content selected to support the thesis. Then the process focuses on paragraph evaluation and
work on correctness. In addition to this careful explanation of the writing process, the unit con-
tains a section on the rhetoric of the paragraph, teaching both the basic tools of paragraph
development and a wide selection of paragraph patterns such as comparison/
contrast, analysis, and process. The basic concepts of unity, coherence, and completeness in
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paragraphs are then carefully explained and exemplified. The examples and exercises in this
section, as well as in the earlier sections, come from a number of disciplines, including sci-
ence and business.

The text concludes with 20 progress tests and three appendices. The first appendix
contains 11 sentence-combining exercises that are additional to and separate from the
extensive work on combining, embedding, and transformation found in the practice
sheets and exercises. The second appendix contains diagnostic tests for those who wish
to identify in advance areas of language skills that need special attention. The third
appendix is an answer key for the practice sheets. This key is published in the text itself
to provide an opportunity for students to check their own work and thus work indepen-
dently where such work is necessary and advisable.

Finally, the comprehensive index makes the text useful as a handbook after the student
has worked through the lessons.

ENDURING FEATURES

* Takes a step-by-step approach so that students will progressively build on their grammar
skills as they advance through the text.

e Includes examples and exercises that come from a number of disciplines, including
science and business, to accommodate the interests of a wide range of students.

 Offers practice sheets, one for each lesson, that allow students to work at a beginner’s
level on the principles introduced in the lesson.

* Includes exercise sets in each chapter that offer intensive practice on the principles
of the lesson.

» Encourages students to utilize the grammar skills they have learned within sentence
and paragraph constructions.

o Offers a section on sentence combining along with accompanying sentence-combining
exercises.

NEW TO THIS EDITION

Several new features appear in this thirteenth edition:

* An emphasis on sequences. The emphasis on sequences begins in the first lesson by
showing how words, either identical or similar, change their function in sentences, as
when one sentence uses change as a noun, the next uses change as a verb, and a third
uses a new form of the word, changeable. In subsequent lessons, short units of con-
nected text (three, four, or five sentences using the same frame of reference) accus-
tom the students to viewing text as communication. Finally, the units on punctuation,
usage, spelling, and capitalization contain exercises that are blocks of text made up
of a paragraph of narrative or discussion.

* Review pages called Check Sheets. Review pages have been included at the end of
units 1-5. The basic concepts dealt with in the lessons in the unit appear in a sim-
plified, somewhat less technical presentation in these Check Sheets. It is nearly
impossible to study the working principles of a language without using technical
terms, in the same way that no one studies biology or chemistry without learning
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the terminology of the discipline. At the same time, however, every textbook needs
to accommodate a variety of learning styles. These new Check Sheets, because they
present material in a simplified way and are graphically more open in style, assist
students whose learning style works better with such a format.

* Updated Practice Sheets and Exercises. As in previous editions, the Practice Sheets
and Exercises work in concert to lead the students from a simple presentation for basic
understanding of principles to examples of more sophisticated applications of the
same principles. It is perhaps easiest to think of the Practice Sheets as short examples
that focus attention directly on the principle and the Exercises as a longer, more
sophisticated presentation of that same principle as it works together with others to
form more effective sentences. This new edition contains more than 45 pages requir-
ing active production of sentences.

* A Companion Website offers students even more opportunities for grammar and writing
practice.

TEXT-SPECIFIC SUPPLEMENTS

A complete Answer Key is available to accompany English Fundamentals. Please see your
Longman book representative for details. ISBN: 0-321-14247-0

A Test bank offering additional testing options is also available. An answer key is provided
with the tests so that, in addition to use in evaluation, they can be used as higher-level practice
tests. ISBN: 0-321-16211-0

New to this edition! A Companion Website offers students even more opportunities
for grammar and writing practice. Visit English Fundamentals online at
http://www.ablongman.com/emery.

THE LONGMAN BASIC SKILLS PACKAGE

In addition to the book-specific supplements discussed above, many other skills-based
supplements are available for both instructors and students. All of these supplements are
available either free or at greatly reduced prices.

For Additional Reading and Reference

The Dictionary Deal. Two dictionaries can be shrinkwrapped with this text at a nominal
fee. The New American Webster Handy College Dictionary is a paperback reference text
with more than 1,000 entries. Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th edition, is a
hardback reference with a citation file of more than 14.5 million examples of English words
drawn from actual use. For more information on how to shrinkwrap a dictionary with your
text, please contact your Longman sales representative.

Penguin Quality Paperback Titles. A series of Penguin paperbacks is available at a significant
discount when shrinkwrapped with this text. Some titles available are Toni Morrison’s Beloved,
Julia Alvarez’s How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn,
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Why We Can’t Wait, and plays by Shakespeare, Miller, and Albee.
For a complete list of titles or more information, please contact your Longman sales consultant.
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Penguin Academics: Twenty-Five Great Essays, Fifty Great Essays, and One Hundred Great
Essays, edited by Robert DiYanni. These alphabetically organized essay collections are pub-
lished as part of the Penguin Academics series of low-cost, high-quality offerings intended
for use in introductory college courses. All essays were selected for their teachability, both as
models for writing and for their usefulness as springboards for student writing. For more
information on how to shrinkwrap one of these anthologies with your text, please contact your
Longman sales consultant.

100 Things to Write About. This 100-page book contains 100 individual assignments for
writing on a variety of topics and in a wide range of formats, from expressive to analytical.
Ask your Longman sales representative for a sample copy. 0-673-98239-4

Newsweek Alliance. Instructors may choose to shrinkwrap a 12-week subscription to
Newsweek with any Longman text. The price of the subscription is 59 cents per issue (a total
of $7.08 for the subscription). Available with the subscription is a free “Interactive Guide to
Newsweek,” a workbook for students who are using the text. In addition, Newsweek provides
a wide variety of instructor supplements free to teachers, including maps, Skills Builders,
and weekly quizzes. For more information on the Newsweek program, please contact your
Longman sales representative.

For Instructors

Electronic Test Bank for Writing. This electronic test bank features more than 5,000
questions in all areas of writing, from grammar to paragraphing, through essay writing,
research, and documentation. With this easy-to-use CD-ROM, instructors simply choose
questions from the electronic test bank, then print out the completed test for distribution.
CD-ROM: 0-321-08117-X. Print version: 0-321-08486-1.

Competency Profile Test Bank, Second Edition. This series of 60 objective tests covers ten
general areas of English competency, including fragments; comma splices and run-ons;
pronouns; commas; and capitalization. Each test is available in remedial, standard, and
advanced versions. Available as reproducible sheets or in computerized versions. Free to
instructors. Paper version: 0-321-02224-6. Computerized PC: 0-321-02633-0. Computer-
ized Mac: 0-321-02632-2.

Diagnostic and Editing Tests and Exercises, Sixth Edition. This collection of diagnostic tests
helps instructors assess students’ competence in Standard Written English for purpose of place-
ment or to gauge progress. Available as reproducible sheets or in computerized versions, and
free to instructors. Paper: 0-321-19647-3. CD-ROM: 0-321-19645-7.

ESL Worksheets, Third Edition. These reproducible worksheets provide ESL students
with extra practice in areas they find the most troublesome. A diagnostic test and post-
test are provided, along with answer keys and suggested topics for writing. Free to
adopters. 0-321-07765-2
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Longman Editing Exercises. Fifty-four pages of paragraph editing exercises give students
extra practice using grammar skills in the context of longer passages. Free when packaged
with any Longman title. 0-205-31792-8. Answer key: 0-205-31797-9.

80 Practices. A collection of reproducible, ten-item exercises that provide additional
practices for specific grammatical usage problems, such as comma splices, capitalization,
and pronouns. Includes an answer key, and is free to adopters. 0-673-53422-7

CLAST Test Package, Fourth Edition. These two 40-item objective tests evaluate students’
readiness for the CLAST exams. Strategies for teaching CLAST preparedness are included.
Free with any Longman English title. Reproducible sheets: 0-321-01950-4. Computerized
PC version: 0-321-01982-2. Computerized Mac version: 0-321-01983-0.

TASP Test Package, Third Edition. These 12 practice pre-tests and post-tests assess the same
reading and writing skills covered in the TASP examination. Free with any Longman English
title. Reproducible sheets: 0-321-01959-8

Teaching Online: Internet Research, Conversation, and Composition, Second Edition. Ideal
for instructors who have never surfed the Net, this easy-to-follow guide offers basic defini-
tions, numerous examples, and step-by-step information about finding and using Internet
sources. Free to adopters. 0-321-01957-1

Using Portfolios. This supplement offers teachers a brief introduction to teaching with
portfolios in composition courses. This essential guide addresses the pedagogical and
evaluative use of portfolios, and offers practical suggestions for implementing a portfolio
evaluation system in a writing class. 0-321-08412-8

The Longman Instructor’s Planner. This all-in-one resource for instructors includes
monthly and weekly planning sheets, to-do lists, student contact forms, attendance rosters, a
gradebook, an address/phone book, and a mini almanac. Ask your Longman sales representa-
tive for a free copy. 0-321-09247-3

For Students

My Skills Lab (www.ablongman/myskillslab) (Student Pin Card/0-321-26323-5 or Instructor/0-
321-26322-07. 'This website houses all media tools for developmental English (reading, writ-
ing, and study skills) in one place: Avoiding Plagiarism, Exercise Zone, Research Navigator,
Longman Writer’s Warehouse, Reading Roadtrip, Longman Vocabulary Website, and Longman
Study Skills Website. The Longman Writer’s Warehouse is the first developmental writing pro-
gram that allows students to actually write on the Web—to save their work in various stages
and see a piece of writing through the complete writing process. In addition to full coverage of
the writing process, The Longman Writer’s Warehouse offers full coverage of grammar (includ-
ing diagnostic tests, whose results help students target areas of weakness), an online writer’s
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journal, a handbook with thousands of interactive grammar exercises, research coverage, a col-
laborative network, Web-based activities, and multimedia (audio, video, and image-based) writ-
ing activities. Instructors receive class reporting through classroom management capabilities.
MySkillslab is free when packaged with a Longman textbook.

New! Research Navigator Guide for English, by H. Eric Branscomb and Linda R. Barr.
(Student 0-321-20277-5). Designed to teach students how to conduct high-quality online
research and to document it properly. Research Navigator guides provide discipline-
specific academic resources; in addition to helpful tips on the writing process, online
research, and finding and citing valid sources. Free when packaged with any Longman
text. Research Navigator guides include an access code to Research Navigator™, provid-
ing access to thousands of academic journals and periodicals, the New York Times Search
by Subject Archive, Link Library, Library Guides, and more. FREE when packaged with
a Longman textbook/VALUEPACK ONLY.

Learning Together: An Introduction to Collaborative Theory. This brief guide to the fun-
damentals of collaborative learning teaches students how to work effectively in groups,
how to revise with peer response, and how to co-author a paper or report. Shrinkwrapped
free with this text. 0-673-46848-8

A Guide for Peer Response, Second Edition. This guide offers students forms for peer cri-
tiques, including general guidelines and specific forms for different stages in the writing
process. Also appropriate for freshman-level course. Free to adopters. 0-321-01948-2

Ten Practices of Highly Successful Students. This popular supplement helps students learn
crucial study skills by offering concise tips for a successful career in college. Topics include
time management, test-taking, critical reading, stress, and motivation. 0-205-30769-8

The Longman Student Planner. This daily planner for students includes daily, weekly, and
monthly calendars, as well as class schedules and a mini-almanac of useful information. It is
the perfect accompaniment to a Longman reading or study skills textbook, and is available
free to students when shrinkwrapped with this text. 0-321-04573-4

The Longman Writer’s Journal. This journal for writers, free with any Longman English
text, offers students a place to think, write, and react. For an examination copy, contact your
Longman sales consultant. 0-321-08639-2

The Longman Researcher’s Journal. This journal for writers and researchers, free with this
text, helps students plan, schedule, write, and revise their research project. An all-in-one
resource for first-time researchers, the journal guides students gently through the research

process. 0-321-09530-8 :

The Longman Writer’s Portfolio. This unique supplement provides students with a space
to plan, think about, and present their work. The portfolio includes an assessing/organizing
area (including a grammar diagnostic test, a spelling quiz, and project planning worksheets),
a before-and-during-writing area (including peer review sheets, editing checklists, writing
self-evaluations, and a personal editing profile), and an after-writing area (including a
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progress chart, a final table of contents, and a final assessment). Ask your Longman sales
representative for ISBN 0-321-10765-9.

STATE-SPECIFIC SUPPLEMENTS

[FOR FLORIDA ADOPTIONS] Thinking Through the Test, by D. ). Henry. This special
workbook, prepared specially for students in Florida, offers ample skill and practice

" exercises to help students prep for the Florida State Exit Exam. To shrinkwrap this work-

book free with your textbook, please contact your Longman sales representative. Avail-
able in two versions: with answers and without answers. Also available: Two laminated
grids (one for reading, one for writing) that can serve as handy references for students
preparing for the Florida State Exit Exam.

[FOR NEW YORK ADOPTIONS] Preparing for the CUNY-ACT Reading and Writing Test,
edited by Patricia Licklider. This booklet, prepared by reading and writing faculty from
across the CUNY system, is designed to help students prepare for the CUNY-ACT exit test.
It includes test-taking tips, reading passages, typical exam questions, and sample writing
prompts to help students become familiar with each portion of the test.

[FOR TEXAS ADOPTIONS] The Longman THEA Study Guide, by Jeanette Harris. Created
specifically for students in Texas, this study guide includes straightforward explanations and
numerous practice exercises to help students prepare for reading and writing sections of the
Texas Higher Education Assessment Program Test. To shrinkwrap this workbook free with
your textbook, please contact your Longman sales representative.
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Basic Sentence Patterns

Lessons, Practice Sheets, and Exercises

WIS W 7he Simple Sentence; Subjects and Verbs

While you might find it difficult to produce a satisfying definition, you probably know that
the sentence is a basic unit of written or oral expression. Thus, if you were asked, you might
define a sentence as “an orderly arrangement of words that makes sense.” If you wished to
be more specific and more formal, you might say a sentence is “a self-contained grammat-
ical unit, usually containing a subject and a verb, that conveys a meaningful statement,
question, command, or exclamation.”

You need to understand the basic construction of the sentence in order to write and speak
effectively and correctly. In the first few lessons of this book, you’ll examine the parts that
make up a sentence and the distinctive characteristics of a few types of sentences that serve
as the basic structures of more complicated units.

To begin, be sure you can recognize the two indispensable parts of a sentence:

1. The subject: the unit about which something is said.
2. The predicate: the unit that says something about the subject.

Although the predicate usually includes other modifying words and phrases, the indispens-
able part of a predicate is the verb, the word (or words) that says what the subject does or
is. Here are a few things to remember about the subject—verb relationship:

1. In a sentence that reports a specific action, the verb is easily recognized. For instance,
to find the subject and verb in The rusty bumper on the front of my truck rattles noisily,
ask the question, “What happens?” The answer, rattles, gives the verb. Then, by asking
the question “Who or what rattles?”, you will find the subject, bumper. Notice that neither
“front rattles” nor “truck rattles” makes the basic statement of the sentence.

2. Some sentences do not report an action. Instead, the sentence says something about the
condition of the subject. It points out a descriptive quality of the subject or says that some-
thing else resembles or is the same thing as the subject. In this kind of sentence, you
must look for verbs like is, are, was, were, seem, and become. Such types of verbs are often
called describing (linking) verbs. They are words that are almost impossible to define
because they lack the concrete exactness and action of verbs like rattle, throw, smash,
and explode.

In a sentence using a describing verb, the subject usually reveals itself easily. For exam-
ple, in the sentence “The long first chapter seemed particularly difficult,” the verb is

1



2 « Part 1: Basic Sentence Patterns

seemed. The question “Who or what seemed?” provides the subject, chapter. The other
possible choices—Ilong, first, particularly, and difficult—do not make sense as answers
to the question “Who or what seemed?”

3. Very often the subject of a sentence has material between it and its verb:

The price of potatoes is high. [The subject is price, not potatoes.]
Each of my sisters is tall. [The subject is each, not sisters.]
Only one of these watches works. [The subject is one, not watches.]

4. Most modern English sentences place the subject before the verb, but in some sentences,
the verb precedes the subject:

Behind the house stood [verb] an old mill [subject].
Under the table sat [verb] a large cat [subject].

A very common type of sentence with the verb—subject arrangement uses here or there
preceding the verb:

There are [verb] three willow trees [subject] in our yard.
Here is [verb] the list [subject] of candidates.

5. Casual, informal language often combines short verbs and subjects with apostrophes
representing the omitted letters:

I'm (I am) It's (It is) You've (You have) They're (They are)

For your first practice work, you’ll be using only a single subject for each sentence.
Within this limitation, the subject is always a noun or a pronoun. Before the first practice,
it would be wise to review a few facts about nouns, pronouns, and verbs so that you can
recognize them easily.

NOUNS

A noun is a word that names something, such as a person, place, thing, quality, or idea. If the
noun names just any member of a group or class, it is called a common noun and is not
capitalized:

man, city, school, relative

A noun is a proper noun and is capitalized if it refers to a particular individual in a group
or class:

Albert Lawson, Toledo, Horace Mann Junior High School, Aunt Louise

Most nouns have two forms; they show whether the noun is naming one thing (singular num-
ber) or more than one thing (plural number, which adds s or es to the singular): one coat,
two coats; a lunch, several lunches. Proper nouns are rarely pluralized, and some common
nouns have no plural form—for example, honesty, courage, ease, and hardness. (Lesson
28 examines in detail the special spelling problems of plural nouns.)
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Nouns often follow the, a, or an, words that are called articles. A descriptive word (an
adjective) may come between the article and the noun, but the word that answers the ques-
tion “What?” after an article is a noun:

Article ( a .tton.al ) noun
adjective

A (or The) happy girl.

Another way to identify nouns is to recognize certain suffixes. A suffix is a unit added
to the end of a word or to the base of a word (see Supplement 1).” Here are some of the
common suffixes found in hundreds of nouns:

age [breakagel; ance, ence [resistance, insistence]; dom [kingdom]; hood [childhood]; ion [pre-
vention]; ism [nationalism]; ment [movement]; ness [firmness]; or, er [investor, loser]; ure
[exposure]

PRONOUNS

A pronoun is a word that substitutes for a noun. There are several classes of pronouns.
(See Supplement 2.) The following classes can function as subjects in the basic sentences that
you will examine in these early lessons:

Personal pronouns substitute for definite persons or things: I, you, he, she, it, we, they.
Demonstrative pronouns substitute for things being pointed out: this, that, these, those.

Indefinite pronouns substitute for unknown or unspecified things: each, either, neither, one, any-
one, somebody, everything, all, few, many, and so on.

Possessive pronouns substitute for things that are possessed: mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, theirs.

VERBS

A verb is a word that expresses action, existence, or occurrence by combining with a sub-
ject to make a statement, to ask a question, or to give a command. One easy way to identi-
fy a word as a verb is to use the following test:

Let's
(action word)

Any word that will complete the command is a verb: “Let’s leave.” “Let’s buy some popcorn.”
“Let’s be quiet.” This test works only with the basic present form of the verb, not with
forms that have endings added to them or that show action taking place in the past: “Let’s
paint the car” (not “Let’s painted the car”).

*In some lessons of this book, you will find notations referring you to a supplement that appears at the end
of the lesson. Read the supplement after you have thoroughly studied the lesson. The lesson contains the essen-
tial information that is vital to your understanding of subsequent lessons and exercises. The supplement presents
material that has relevance to some points of the lesson. The supplements at the end of this lesson are found on
page 4.



