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About This Book

THE ANIMAL KINGDOM is an epochal work in the field of natural
history. Written by seven eminent naturalists on the staffs of the American
Museum of Natural History and the New York Zoological Society, it has
been four years in preparation, and comprises over two thousand pages
and six hundred thousand words of authentic and interesting information
about the wildlife of the world. It is far and away the most complete,
authoritative, and up-to-date natural history in the English language today.

The Animal Kingdom will supply you with the knowledge you need if
you are to understand the animals that share the world in which you
live. Based on the most recent research and investigation, this great work
explains simply and colorfully the intimate lives of wild animals, both
common and exotic, of all lands — not only the mammals, but the birds,
amphibians, reptiles, fishes, insects and other invertebrates. The writers tell
you how you can recognize each important animal, where it lives, its
habits, courtship, family life, how it raises its young, how it combats
enemies and gets its food, and a wealth of other fascinating information
— in short, the animal’s natural history.

ANIMALS ALIVE

This is a book of animals alive. The distinguished authors of The Animal
Kingdom, although outstanding scientists, are no mere dry-as-dust museum
specialists. They have a deep love of animals and have tracked and
observed them in the remote fastnesses of the earth.

In these pages they share many a thrilling adventure with you, many
a startling encounter they have had in the wild — with the giant brown
bears and the wolves of the Arctic tundra, with the lions of the African
veld, the poisonous reptiles of the American deserts and woodland, the
exotic birds of the rain forests of New Guinea, the strange insects of
the jungles of South America. You will read of hairbreadth escapes, and
the curious ways of primitive peoples in the native lands of these animals.



A BOOK OF MARVELS

This is a book of marvels as well. Animals have a way of not living up to
our preconceived notions, yet what they will do often exceeds our most
fantastic expectations. Thus the authors tell you about fishes that build
nests in the water or hop about on land, about desert rodents that never
drink water and will refuse it when offered, about ants that keep herds
of insect “‘cows,” salamanders that have elaborate courtship rites, young
elephants that make their own playthings, bats that go fishing, whales
that commit suicide, birds that cannot fly but can run faster than most
other animals.

Nature teems with such oddities, and since they are of considerable
scientific and popular interest, the authors describe them at length.

WHAT ANIMALS MEAN TO MAN

This is also a book about what animals mean to man. The story of
how wild creatures are hunted and trapped or tamed is spread through
these pages.

You will read here how the Japanese rear silkworms, how the Indians
tame the elephant, and how South American natives hunt the capybara,
the biggest rodent on earth, along the Orinoco and the Amazon. You
will learn how the whale is fished today by modern fleets in the icy waters
of the Antarctic, and the uses to which ambergris, whale oil, whale meat,
and whalebone are put. Few stories are more tragic than those told here
about the large-scale slaughter of fur seals, ostriches, birds of paradise,
bison, Colobus monkeys, and other animals, which once brought these
creatures close to extinction.

Bears and seals as entertainers — the comparative reliability of lions
and tigers as circus performers — the humble origins of some furs with
glamorous names — the ancestry of our domestic cats, canaries, and other
creatures — these are merely a few of the fascinating subjects touched on,
in which man and the animals are linked.

The authors also take you on diverting excursions into the romantic
realm of folklore, tell you of the odd beliefs people have about animals
around the globe, and explain the origin of many legendary beasts such
as the unicorn and the sea serpent.

A WORK OF SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

Although those aspects of animal life that are of most interest to the
general reader have been stressed in The Animal Kingdom, and technical
jargon has been avoided, this book is thoroughly scientific in approach
and content. You will find highly accurate and lucid explanations of how
such mammals as the weasel change colors with the seasons, how the
heat-detecting mechanism of reptiles works, how birds can fly, how fishes
breathe, and countless other important facts.

The wonderful story of the development of the animals is related
simply and clearly, and frequent glimpses are afforded of the rich animal
life of the past — of odd or spectacular creatures like the dinosaur and



the four-toed horse that became extinct ages ago, as well as those that,
like the dodo and the passenger pigeon, vanished within historic time.
The common and zoological names of the various animals are given —
approximately eight thousand are listed in the Complete Ready Reference
Index at the end of this work — and their position in the scheme of living
things is explained.

SEVEN EMINENT AUTHORS

To give The Animal Kingdom unimpeachable authority, the task of
producing this monumental work was entrusted to seven leading author-
ities on animal life:

Book I — “Mammals of the Land, Air, and Waters of the World” —
was written by George G. Goodwin, Associate Curator of the Department
of Mammals of the American Museum of Natural History. Dr. Goodwin
has studied mammals in their native habitat all over the world: his
explorations have taken him to Siberia, Turkestan, Persia, Syria, Egypt,
Kenya, Tanganyika, the West Indies, the Arctic, and many other remote
places. He has collected forty-five hundred specimens for the Museum,
and named sixty mammals new to science. He is the author of numerous
articles and seventy popular and scientific publications, including Mam-
mals of Honduras, Mammals of Costa Rica, Mammals of Connecticut, etc.

Although the mammals are not the most numerous of the animals,
more interest attaches to them than to other forms of wildlife and so
Book I is the longest in The Animal Kingdom; in point of fact it is the
most up-to-date and comprehensive popular work on mammals of the
world in the English language.

Book II — “ Birds of the World” — is the work of two outstanding bird
experts, Dean Amadon and E. Thomas Gilliard, Associate Curators of
the Department of Birds of the American Museum of Natural History.
They have devoted many years to the study of birds in North and South
America, Australia, New Guinea, the Hawaiian Islands and the Philip-
pines. Dr. Amadon and Mr. Gilliard are the authors of articles that have
appeared in many leading scientific and popular periodicals.

Book III — “Amphibians and Reptiles of the World” — was written by
Charles M. Bogert, Chairman and Curator of the Department of Amphib-
ians and Reptiles at the American Museum of Natural History. A dis-
tinguished explorer and scientist, Mr. Bogert has made many notable
scientific contributions concerning the reptiles and amphibians of the
United States, Mexico, Central America, New Guinea, and Africa. He
has taught biology and zoology at the University of California.

Book IV — “Fishes of the World” — comes from the pens of Christopher
W. Coates, Curator, and James W. Atz, Assistant Curator, of the New
York Aquarium of the New York Zoological Society. Mr. Coates is the
leading public aquarist in the United States, and one of the leaders in
the world. For his use of aquatic animals in medical research he has won
two awards for Advancement of Medical Science. Both Mr. Coates and

Mr. Atz are the authors of numerous scientific and popular writings in
their field.



Book V — “Insects and Other Invertebrates” — is by John C. Pallister,
Research Associate, Department of Insects and Spiders, at the American
Museum of Natural History; he was formerly in charge of the Entomo-
logical Department of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. An
explorer, scientist, and lecturer of many years’ experience, Mr. Pallister
has studied and collected insects and other invertebrates in the United
States, Canada, Mexico, Guatemala, British Honduras, Panama, Brazil,
Peru, and on islands in the Pacific.

AN IMPRESSIVE GALLERY OF WILDLIFE PICTURES

Besides numerous black and white photographs and color plates, an
impressive gallery of more than five hundred accurate drawings of animals
in their natural surroundings illustrates this book. These pictures were
prepared by a corps of highly skilled wildlife illustrators working under
the direct supervision of the authors.

The greater number of the drawings of mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
and invertebrates are the work of Thomas Voter, formerly Art Director
of the American Museum of Natural History. Gardell Dano Christensen,
noted wildlife artist, also drew some of the mammals; Russell Francis
Peterson, Marjorie Statham, and Evelyn Hastings, all affiliated with the
Museum, prepared a number of the insect drawings. The birds were
drawn by Robert F. Seibert, formerly staff artist with Audubon Magazine.
Lloyd Sandford, staff artist of the New York Zoological Society, drew the
portraits of the fishes. Matthew Kalmenoff did the animal tracks.

Many other persons have given freely of their time and thought to
help make The Animal Kingdom the classic work in its field. In particular,
the publishers wish to acknowledge a debt of gratitude to Dr. Roy Chap-
man Andrews, President Emeritus of the American Museum of Natural
History, for his generous encouragement during the initial stages. Dr.
George G. Goodwin gave invaluable advice and guidance as the book
grew, and so, too, did the other authors.

In its domain, this great work has no equal. We may still profitably
follow the counsel of the Bible: “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider
her ways, and be wise.” There is no substitute for going out and seeing
the animals at first hand, and it is hoped that the present work will
encourage the reader to do so. But for a general understanding of the
animals, however, we no longer need to travel afield, nor, indeed, to
look into a multitude of books on the different classes of animal life. The
Animal Kingdom now tells us, clearly and expertly, within the scope of
a single comprehensive natural history, the things we want to know
about the strange and wonderful ways of them all — the mammals,
birds, amphibians, reptiles, fishes, insects and other invertebrates of the
entire world.

FREDERICK DRIMMER
Editor-in-Chief
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