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PREFACE

The Shanghai Library is alarge public research library housing rich collections totalling nearly
ten million volumes. The collections include numerous historical and contemporary Chinese and
foreign publications as well as precious documents. In the last forty years, the library has not only
been making its resources available to Chinese readers and researchers, but also has offered friendly
service to foreign scholars. In order to make its collections known and utilized, the library has
published a series of substantial reference books. These include:

A Comprehensive Catalog of Collections of Chinese Books (Titles of Ancient Books)
A Catalog of Collections of Chinese Modern and Contemporary Books

A Catalog of Modern Chinese Journal Articles

Annals of Shanghai Local Materials (Special Topics)

Scholars and other libraries, at home and abroad, highly praise those books for their academic
as well as their functional values. Presently, the Shanghai Library is continuing its efforts to compile
and publish comprehensive catalogs and reference books on special subjects and topics for domestic
and international scholars and libraries.

After the 1840's, Shanghai was one of the five port cities open for foreign trade. It was also
one of the cities that experienced the earliest influx of Western culture and religion. The biggest and
the most influential newspapers as well as the major publishing houses and libraries in modern and
contemporary Chinese history all originated here. Because of the special characteristics of the-
foreign concessions then, a number of libraries were established by Western cultural and religious™
institutions. Among the larger ones figured the Royal Asiatic Society North China Branch Library, -
Bibliotheca Major Zi-Ka-Wei and the Municipal Library. These libraries housed a considerable
number of Western classics.

The Shanghai Library was established in 1952 after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China. It comprised the Journal Library, Historical Archives Library and Library of Science and
Technology, all of which used to be privately owned. Later on, the Royal Asiati¢'Society of North
China Branch Library, the Bibliotheca Major of Zi-Ka-Wei, the Municipal Library, and other
libraries founded by foreigners were successively merged into the Shan ghai Library. Consequently,
the care of the collections of those libraries was centralized. The collection of European classics was



given special attention and has been supervised by specialized personnel. Since then, those books
have been utilized more fully. In the past, those libraries were only open to foreigners in China and
the Jesuit libraries were open to the clergy. Since those libraries have been merged into the Shanghai
Library, they have been open to the public, not only providing service to Chinese readers, but also
to scholars of other countries. It is our intention to make these resources even more available.

This catalog, Shanghai Library Catalog of Western Rare Books, lists over 1,800 titles of
European books published from 1515 to 1800. These books cover such subjects as philosophy,
religion, literature, art, history, geography, law, mathematics, astronomy, etc. and are written in
Latin, Greek, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, English, French and German. Among the most

notable volumes are early works of Sinology such as:

Juan Gonzalez de Mendoga, Dell’Historia della China, Venice, 1586.

Nicolas Trigault, De Christiana Expeditione apud Sinas suscepta ab Societate Jesu, Augsburg,
1615.

Martino Martini, De Bello Tartarico Historia, Amsterdam, 1654.
Martino Martini, Novus Atlas Sinensis, Amsterdam, 1655.

Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibnitz, Novissima Sinica Historiam Nostri Temporis Illustratura,
1697.

Alvarez Semedo, Imperio de la China, Madrid, 1642.
Louis le Comte, Nouveaux Mémoires sur L’Etat Présent de la Chine, Paris, 1701.

J.-B. Du Halde, Description géographique, historique, chronologique, politique et physique
de I’Empire de la Chine et de la Tartarie chinoise, Paris, 1735.

Jean-Joseph-Marie Amiot, Mémoires concernant I’Histoire, les Moeurs, les Usages, etc. des
chinois: Par les Missionnaires de Pékin, Paris, 1776-1814, 16 volumes.

The format and the contents of this catalog are based on that of the Catalogue de la

bibliothéque du Pé-t’ang published in 1948 in Beijing. Listed in detail are the authors (including
dates of virth and death), editors and translators; titles; date and place of publication; editions; the

- Vi -



total number of pages of the main text, preface, table of contents, appendices, errata; sizes; number
of volumes; seals of the collectors; signatures of connoisseurs; description of title pages; and in
some cases a description of the contents. The indexes include the titles of works listed under another
name or title or bound together with another work already listed in the Catalogue, the places of
publication, languages and subjects.

The compilation of the catalog was initiated by bibliographers Mr. Gong Jing and Ms. Huang
Peiwei in 1989. It is published as a joint effort of the Shanghai Library and Professor Edward J.
Malatesta S.J., Director of the Ricci Institute for Chinese-Western Cultural History of the
University of San Francisco. The text was formatted and prepared as camera-ready copy by Mr. Wu
Xiaoxin, Research Fellow of the Ricci Institute, with the help of Ms. Vivian Wu and Ms. Yuan Guo.
The computer data were entered by Mr. Wu Jianmin, Mr. Zhou Zengwen, Mr. Li Shixiong, with
the assistance of Father Christian Cochini, S.J., of France, and Father Wilfred Chan, S.J., of Caritas
Hong Kong. Mr. Mark Mir of the Ricci Institute verified the bibliographic information and
established authority control of personal names. Professor Malatesta compiled the indexes of the
catalog with the help of Dr. Paul Rule of La Trobe University, Australia. The photographic prints
of the cover pages were made by James M. Fowler, Assistant Professor of the Art Department of
Dominican College of San Rafael. Assistance was also received from Zhang Hongxing, lecturer of
the Art Department of Nanjing College of Arts. Mr. Sun Jiling of the Shanghai Library greatly aided
this publication. Special thanks are due to the Luce Foundation, the United Board for Christian
Higher Education in Asia and Catholic friends in Germany for their financial support, and to the
Publishing House of the Shanghai Academy of Social Science for its competence and care in
publishing the catalog.

I believe that the publication of this catalog will assist the research work of both Chinese and
foreign scholars. It will especially promote the study of the history of Chinese-Western relations
and cultural exchanges as well as the history of the China missions, and it will enhance the study
of Sinology by European and American scholars. I hope that more Sinologists of other countries
will join the efforts of the Shanghai Library for the future development of Chinese-Western cultural

exchanges.
Zhu Qingzuo
Director of Shanghai Library
April 30, 1992

(Translated by Wu Xiaoxin)
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