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.. Unit One

R

1. E-mail

F riends and family scatter like dry leaves, drifting to different cit-
ies and countries, “I'll write,” I promise solemnly. (1) Alas,

my good intentions produce only imagined letters never embraced by

paper, never kissed by stamps.

Ah, but electronic mail has changed my ways. My computer
has become a mail volcano, erupting with letters and missives and
memos whizzed around the world at warp speed. I share thoughts
with pen pals in New Zealand, query strangers in Bombay, debate
magicians in Manhattan.

Never having tried it, 1 used to scom E-mail as boring high
tech, the stuff of business communications. Then a friend insisted I
investigate this “invisible world” as he called it, claiming that it is
expanding exponentially. I logged on to CompuServe, a national on-
line information service, and was hooked.

E-mail is a pipeline to thousands of experts on virtually every-
thing; it is a means of meeting people with similar interests or prob-
lems. What it’s not is live chat — real-time conversations like those
on ham radio or CB. E-mailers compose letters at leisure on their
computer, and then send them by modem through the phone line to
an on-line service or a computer bulletin board. E-mail addresses —
either names or on-line service account numbers — automatically
forward mail to the right place. (2) Unlike U, S. “snail mail” as E-

mailers derisively refers to it, a response can shoot back within




hours, depending on how often the intended recipient checks in.

The vast networks of on-line services and bulletin boards bubble
with pools of people-to-people information a keystroke away. Besides
uncounted millions of members of various on-line services, some 11
million people regularly log on to as many as 45,000 public bulletin
boards in the United States. (3) And they tend to be extraordinarily
generous about sharing their thoughts and ideas — perhaps because
there is no pressure to respond and no face-to-face confrontation.

Computerized exchanges can create friendships — and may re-
vive the almost lost art of letter writing. (4) A friend invited me to

join “Family”, a round-robin GEnie discussion group that admits

correspondents by voting them in, to keep the conversations from

spinning out of control. The chitchat, meandering from small talk to
impassioned politics, feels like meeting pals over coffee, with per-

sonalities quick to emerge.

Yet the very features that make electronic mail appealing can
sweep you into a vortex of E-reading and E-writing that gobbles up
spare time, a hazard that’s left me bleary-eyed on many a night. The
near instant gratification makes letter writing fun, if not addictive.
My circle of correspondents seems to expand geometrically, and my
keyboard runs over. I suppose I could set limits on my electro-effu-
siveness by chatting with only a few friends. But electronic mail is
seductive precisely because it spurs me to investigate unexplored ter-
ritory, to ask more questions and to establish contact with people
half a world away. (473 words)

Comprehension Exercises
L. Translate into Chinese the underlined sentences in the passage.
II. Translate the following sentences into English with the given



E-mail &

words or phrases.
1.

AR b 7Sl HG B A E B4R A i iR
t8# ., (check in)
XAPIH ) 8 B e AT F o b X L EH Hrhk . (reViVC)

: Jiliat%jvﬁ 255 B CE X R E SR R A 4

X, (refer to)

- ARIETRAT X (R e A7 45 s /M, 1 R IEE 44 TR it A

it 7o (forward)

III. Answer the following questions.

1.
2.
3.

What was the author’s original attitude to E-mail?

How did the author respond to his friend’s advice?

Why do E-mailers scornfully refer to the U. S. mail as “snail
mail” ?

Why does the author compare his computer to a volcano?

Vocabulary Exercises

. Read the following sentences; determine the meanings of the un-

derlined words, which are confusing in certain ways.
1.

Although he had been the recipient of many favors, he was not
grateful to his benefactor.

She has been working as a receptionist for the company for
nearly 8 years.

Reclaimed land couldn’t yield much grain for the first year.
The actress was warmly acclaimed when she first came to the

city.

. He claimed compensation for the loss.
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iI. Translate the following sentences into Chinese and pay special at-
tention to the different meanings of the words in italics.
1. spur
a. The railroad spur connects with the city.
b. His wife’ s encouragement was a spur he needed to suc-
ceed.
¢. Horsemen used the spurs on their heels to prick their hor-
ses into action.
2. address
a. The general addressed his troops before the battle.
b. Medwin was to address his reply to him care of Mr. West-
brook.
c. A lady chairman may be addressed as “Madam Chair-
man” .
3. account
a. Don’t forget to give me those household accounts for the
time while I am away.
b. There he learnt bookkeeping, accounts, shorthand and
correspondence.
¢. A messenger brought in newspapers with accounts of the
affair.
III. Use the correct forms of the following words in the sentences be-
low.
1. correspond, correspondence, correspondent,

1) He dreamed of being a newspaperman, perhaps a foreign

2) Janet and Bob for many years before they met.
3) The library bought all the between Queen Vic-
toria and her daughters.
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2. electronics, electron, electronic, electronically
1) Sales of their _ computers are up 80 percent.
2) Most of the data is to be _ processed.
3) The students were surprised to learn that he was an expert
in
4) Astronauts to search for new stars have been using the

telescope since the 1980’s.

Words and Expressions

scatter [ 'skzta]v. i1 &3

alas [ o'les ] interj. e 5 BEF (R R .
RS AL )

embrace [ im'breis ]v. HH

erupt [ i'rapt]v. R R

missive [ 'misiv]n. 54 A3

memo [ memou | . B

whiz [ hwiz]v. (ff) R Repg s

warp speed A5 48 T PR sk

pal [ pzl]n. (&R

query [ 'kwiari ]v. #)Ia] ; i fa]

Bombay WL (HE Bl &
LT )

exponentially [ ekspou'nenfali]ad. T

log [1og]v. T BRAL

on-line [ 5'lain]a. BROLE s fER Y

hook [ huk ]v. Lt

virtually [ 'va:tfusli]ad. JLF

ham [ hem]a. b AR TR HL R R G

CB = citizens band BRI &4



modem [ 'madem | n.
forward [ forwad]v.
derisively [ di'raisivli ] ad.
refer to

recipient [ ri'sipiant }n.
bubble [ 'babl ]v.
keystroke [ 'kizstrauk ] n.

revive [ ri‘vaiv]v.

round-robin [ raund'robin ] n.

spin [ spin]v.

chitchat [ tfittfet]n.
meander [ mi'enda ]v.
small talk

impassion [ im'pefon]v.
vortex [ 'vorteks ] n.
gobble [ 'gobl]v.

bleary [ 'bliari ] a.

gratification [ greetifi'keifon ]n.
geometrically [ dzio'metrikali ] ad.

electro-effusiveness
seductive [ si'daktiv]a.

spur [ spa: |v.
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Key

Comprehension Exercises

L.
1

2.

AR B R RGBS R AL EFEERBNEG, N

RBEER LS E, WARBATEEH LT HER

AT EER 4 HRE” (IX R A7 R & B — B 5K i

PRIF) , o HR3E RETE JLAN /N 2 A B 1 3, I ER O T WL

eI - G

AUGTEGER R S A S B AR EE—
X WP R RO AR — 5 B EME B R A7 , B0 A0 %o ] [B]
R BOE

- A ABERMA—A K" , B GEnie 24 &) # B 51+
WA, N T@BEMIERELFRTR EER, SRR
R R A LA R A BB HEN

1. They had an accident on the road and didn’t check in at their

hotel until after midnight.

2. The old custom has recently been revived in some part of the

country.

3. That is why Marxists refer to their type of movement as scien-

tific socialism.

4. You asked me to forward the letter to Miss Smith but forgot to

1.

give me her address.

1. He looked upon it as a boring high tech.

2. He began to use a national on-line information service.
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3. Because the U. S. mail is too slow compared with E-mails.

4. Because his computer is like a volcano erupting with E-mails.

Vocabulary Exercises
I.
L E2¥E 2. #fh 3. EHFFHA 4 kM 5. RE
L.
l.
a. XARERBE S SRR T A
b, FEF AR R BRI BT R BB 1
c. BRI HH TS IR SRR D478

a. TERRHLART K 25 m B T RS
b. MR TR [ 525 h T AT B R E A A
. —hik EFATLIGRRIEL EEL L,

a. FIRTIERAEPENFEEKHEARE,

b. MTEM LS Tick Bk HioMEER, -

. —PfEEHER T B HA XA —F IR AR
II.

1) correspondent 2) corresponded 3) correspondence
2.
1) electronic 2) electronically 3) electronics 4) electron



