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Along the site, there are drop-off stations for materials that are not wanted or legally banned by the
landfill. A multi-material drop-off station is used for tires, motor oil, lead-acid batteries. Some of these

materials can be recycled.

In addition, there is a household hazardous waste drop-off station for chemicals (paints, pesticides,

other chemicals) that are banned from the landfill. These chemicals are disposed of by private companies.
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Dump—an open hole in the ground where trash is buried and that is full of various animals (rats,
mice, birds). (This is most people’s idea of a landfill!)

Landfill—carefully designed structure built into or on top of the ground in which trash is isolated
from the surrounding environment (groundwater, air, rain). This isolation is accomplished with a bottom
liner and daily covering of soil.

Sanitary landfill—landfill that uses a clay liner to isolate the trash from the environment.

Municipal solid waste (MSW) landfill—landfill that uses a synthetic (plastic) liner to isolate the

trash from the environment
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The trash production in the United States has almost tripled since 1960. This trash is handled in
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various ways. About 27 percent of the trash is recycled or composted, 16 percent is burned and 57 percent

is buried in landfills. The amount of trash buried in landfills has doubled since 1960.
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Unit 1

Directions: In this part, you are to go over three passages quickly within the given time and
answer the questions that follow.
For questions 1-7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

Text A

What Do Parents Owe Their Children?
Words: 774 Reading Time: 8 minutes

If I had to select a word that best describes the majority of American parents, that word would be
guilt-ridden (P¥XAY). How sad it is to see parents become the willing victims of the “give-me game”,
only to discover that, no matter what they do, it isn’t enough. In the end, they are despised (3:f}) for their
lack of firmness and blamed when their spoiled children get into trouble. With this in mind, I shall first
answer the question: “What do parents owe their children?” And [ shall start with what they don’t owe

them.

Parents don’t owe their children every minute of their day and every ounce of their energy. They
don’t owe round-the-clock ( [ % AS{5°11Y)) car service, singing lessons, tennis lessons, expensive

bicycles, a motorcycle or a car when they reach sixteen, or a trip to Europe when they graduate.

I take the firm position that parents do not owe their children a college education. If they can afford
it fine, they can certainly send them to the best universities. But they must not feel guilty if they can’t.
If the children really want to go, they’ll tind a way. There are plenty of loans and scholarships for the

bright and eager who can’t afford to pay.

After children marry, their parents do not owe them a down payment (& {5}) on a house or money
for the furniture. They do not have an obligation to baby-sit or to take their grandchildren in their home

when the parents are on vacation. If they want to do it. it must be considered a favor, not an obligation.

In my opinion, parents do not owe their children an inheritance (357Z), no matter how much money
they have. One of the surest ways to produce a loafer (F7F AR A) is to let children know that their

future is assured.

Do parents owe their children anything? Yes, they owe them a great deal.

1 O
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One of their chief obligations is to give their children a sense of personal worth, for self-esteem is the
basis of a good mental health. A youngster, who is constantly made to feel stupid and unworthy, constantly
compared to brighter brothers, sisters, or cousins, will become so unsure, so afraid of failing, that he (or she)
won't try at all. Of course, they should be corrected when they do wrong; this is the way children learn. But
the criticisms should be balanced with praises, preferably with a smile and a kiss. No child is ever too old

to be hugged.

Parents owe their children firm guidance and consistent discipline. It is frightening for a youngster
to feel that he is in charge of himself; it’s like being in a car without brakes. The parent who says “No”
when other parents say “Yes” sends a double message. He is also saying: “I love you, and I am ready to

risk your anger, because I don’t want you to get into trouble.”

Parents owe their children some religious training. The fact that so many strange cults (B 52 5¥)

are enjoying such success is proof that children feel the need for something spiritual in their life.

Parents owe their children a comfortable feeling about their body, and enough information about
sex to balance the misinformation that they will surely receive from their friends.

Parents owe their children privacy and respect for their personal belongings. This means not
borrowing things without permission, not reading diaries and mail, not looking through purses, pockets,
and drawers. If a mother feels that she must read her daughter’s diaries to know what is going on, the

communication between them must be pretty bad.

Parents owe their children a set of solid values around which to build their lives. This means teaching
them to respect the rights and opinions of others; it means being respectful to elders, to teachers, and to
the law. The best way to teach such values is by example. A child who is lied to will lie. A child who sees
his parents steal tools from the factory or towels from a hotel will think that it is all right to steal. A

youngster who sees no laughter and no love in the home will have a difficult time laughing and loving.

No child asks to be born. If you bring a life into the world, you owe the child something. And if you

give him his due, he’ll have something of value to pass along to your grandchildren.

. According to the author, most American parents spoil their children too much.

. Parents don’t have to pay for their children a motorcycle or a car when they reach sixteen.
. Parents must send their children to the best universities.

. Parents don’t have obligation to look after their grandchildren.

. A child doesn’t need to be hugged when he grows up.

. A mother can read her daughter’s diaries and mail.

A~ A S S~
N N Y

. Parents don’t have their right to choose whom their children are going to be married to.

o~ N B W N -

. The reason why the author chooses the word “guilt-ridden” is that he thinks

too much.
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9. From the sentence “A child who is lied to will lie”, we can conclude that parents should
to the children.

10. From the passage, we could know that children should be no matter how rich

their parents are. i

Text B

A Father’s Heartfelt Words
Words: 986 Reading Time: 10 minutes

My 23-year-old son Dan stood in the doorway, ready to say goodbye to his home. His rucksack (i}
i1y fil) was packed and ready for the journey. In a couple of hours he was going to fly out to France.
He was going to be away for at least a year to learn a foreign language and experience life in a foreign

country.

It was a milestone (L F£#%) in Dan’s life, a transition (§4%F) from school days to adulthood. When
we were to say goodbye, I looked closely at his face. I would like to provide him with some good advice

that would last longer than just here and now.

But not a sound came over my lips. There was nothing that broke the silence in our house by the sea.
I could hear the sharp cry of the seagulls outside, while they circled over the ever-changing and roaring

surf. Inside I stood motionless and silent, looking into my son’s green eyes with that penetrating (45 1
£ 111Y) look.

I knew that this wasn’t the first time I let such an opportunity pass me by, and that made everything
even more difficuit. When Daniel was a little boy, I followed him to the bus on his first day in preschool.
I felt the excitement in his hand that held mine when the bus came round the corner. I saw the color spread

in his cheeks when the bus stopped. He looked at me—just like he did now.

What’s it like, Dad? Can I do it? Will I do all right? And then he boarded the bus and disappeared.
The bus drove away. And I hadn’t said a word.

Some ten years later. a similar episode took place. His mother and I drove him to the university where
he was going to study. On the first night he went out with his new friends, and when we met the next

morning, he threw up (FXit). He was sick with glandular fever (i ##), but we thought he had a hangover
(15 ).

Dan was ill in bed in his room when I wanted to say goodbye. I tried to come up with something to

say, something that could inspire courage and self-confidence in him in this new era of his life.

Again the words let me down. I mumbled something like “I hope you’re better, Dan”. Then I turned

around and left.
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Now I stood in front of him and recalled all the times when I hadn’t made use of those opportunities.
How often has that not happened to all of us? A son graduates or a daughter is married. We do what has
to be done at those kinds of ceremonies. But we don’t pull our children aside to tell them what they have

meant to us. Or what they might expect of the future.

There was one chance I didn’t miss, however. One day I told Dan that the biggest mistake in my life
was that I had not taken a year’s sabbatical (fi211}]) after I graduated from university. I could have traveled
around the world, because I believed that was the best way to get a deeper insight to life. When first I

was married and began working, the dream about living in another culture soon had to be shelved.

Dan thought about it. His friends told him it was crazy of him to put off his career. But he quickly
realized that probably it was not that bad an idea. And after he graduated from university, he worked as

a waiter, a messenger, and an assistant in a bookstore, so he could make enough money to go to Paris.

The night before his departure, I lay twisting and turning in bed, puzzling about what to tell him.
I couldn’t think of anything. Maybe, I thought, it wasn’t really necessary after all. Seen in the perspective
of an entire life, how important is it that a father tells his son what he thinks of him deep inside?

But when I stood in front of Dan, I knew that it really did mean something. My father and | were
fond of each other, and yet I have never felt sorry that he never expressed his feelings for me in words,
that I didn’t have a memory of such a moment. Now I felt my palms becoming moist and my throat draw
together. Why does it have to be so difficult to tell your son what you feel? My mouth was dry, and [ knew

that I could only say a few words.
“Dan,” I finally stammered out (%% 2 #115). “If I had the choice myself, I would have chosen you.”

That was all I could say. I was not sure he understood what I meant. But then he stepped towards
me and put his arms around me. For a short while the world and everything in it disappeared, and there

were only Dan and I in our home by the sea.

He was about to say something, but my eyes welled up and I didn’t catch what he said. I only noticed
his stubble (%#E£) pressing against my face. Then the moment was over, I went to work and a couple hours

later, Dan took off with his girlfriend.

It all happened a while ago. I think about him when I walk along the beach. Many miles away he
may be hurrying across Boulevard St. Germain, strolling through the halls of Louvre, or having a drink

at a café on the left bank of the Seine.

What I told Dan was clumsy and commonplace. It was nothing. And yet it was everything.

( ) 1. Dan was going to study in France for about a year.
() 2. This was the first time I would like to express my feeling for my son in words from school days
to adulthood.
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