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sloppy /'slopt/ a.

rectitude /'rektitju:d/ n.

stupendous /stju:'pendas/ a.

corsage /ko:'sa:3/ n.
prom /prom/ n.

hamper /'h&mpa/ n.

- memento /mi'mentav/ n.

excavation /.ekska'verfan/ n.

bulldoze /'buldeuz/ v.

cavalier / kava'lio/ a.

heirloom /'ealuim/ n.

clutter /'klata(r)/ n.

GLOSSARY

careless; untidy
honesty and moral uprightness
of astounding force, volume, degree, or excellence; marvelous

a small bouquet of flowers worn by a woman at the shoulder

or waist or on the wrist

‘aformal dance held for a lugh—school or college class typma]ly
~ at or near the end of the academic year

a large basket, usually with a cover
a reminder of the past; a keepsake =

sorting out things meticulously

~ to clear, dxg up, or movfe ~with a bulldozer, whi
.dnver-operated machine for cleaung and gradi g 1
having continuous h‘eads and a broad hydtauhc bla e m fmnt

showing arrogant or offhand disregard; dismissive

a valued possession passed down in a family through suc-

ceeding generations

a confused or disordered state or collection; a jumble
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| salvage /'szlvid3/ v. to save from loss or destruction i
| den /den/ n. a secluded room for relaxation or study |
cut a swath to cause great destruction 3
: pantry /'pantri/ n. a small room or closet, usually off a kitchen, where food, s

tableware, linens, and similar items are stored

| geranium /d3r'remiom/ n. a garden or pot plant with red and white flowers and rounded i
| leaves K3 |
E scuff-mark n. a mark on the surface of something caused by scraping or

roughening |

Y
]7 EXT EXPLANATIONS

ANALYSIS

This essay is a piece of humorous writing, yet it is far more than fun reading. The subject
of the essay seems to be trivial and familiar to the average reader and nothing is left unsaid.
However, the author succeeds in throwing new light on this seemingly common subject and
presents her views from a unique angle.

The text proceeds by way of a comparison between neat people and sloppy people.
Surprisingly, instead of making a point-by-point down-to-earth comparison between the two
types of people first, the author states straightforwardly at the very beginning that the differ-
ence between them is a moral one, and furthermore, sloppy people are even morally superior to
neat people. This somewhat peculiar view attracts the readers’ interest immediately. They might
start to wonder how such a topic can be connected with morality? Theyhave been plunged into
a completely new situation and have thus acquired a new insight into what is formerly mundane
and trivial in their eyes. To make familiar things strange is not only a proved skill that may
create the glamour of literature, but also an efficient way to provoke the readers’ thinking and
enable them to embark on a mild intellectual adventure. After reading the whole piéce, no one.
would fail to understand the mocking tone of the author and would be so naive as to strongly
believe that neat people should be morally despised. However, the smiles lingering on the read--
ers’ faces prove the fact that they have received the enlightening message from the author and
they do appreciate the author’s efforts in sharpening their minds long dulled by familiar things
in their life.

2.
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Text I Neat People vs. Sloppy People : 7

We suggest the following two questions.

(1) What makes the author think that the difference between neat people and sloppy people

is moral?

According to the author, a more humane relationship is reflected in the behavior of sloppy
people. For neat people, the primary concern in their life is to establish a neat but cold and
inhuman order even at the expense of the warm and friendly relationship between them and
their belongings. Therefore, the author thinks the distinction between the two types of people is
moral. Of course, in order to achieve due dramatic effect, the author has carried the behavior
of neat people a little bit to extremes.

(2) What is the purpose of the author’s justifying sloppy people?

Of course she is not inclined to a sloppy life. Rather, besides providing the readers with
some fun, she would like to make them know that a phenomenon in life can be observed from
different angles and it is the deliberate efforts in adopting an alternative view that brings people
closer to the truth, for the truth is never flat and simple. The fact that even sloppy people can

be well justified urges the readers to take a more sophisticated view of the truth in life.

Paragraph
7 ANALYSIS

Paragraph 1 proves itself a very effective beginning. Instead of drawing a conclusion at
the end of the comparison, the author presents it at the beginning in a blunt and unexpected
manner. The conclusion has completely overthrown the traditional opinions of the two types of
people. Therefore, the beginning succeeds in arousing the interest of the readers.

Paragraphs
2.5 ANALYSIS

Paragraphs 2-5 focus on sloppy people who are portrayed as having a high moral stan-
dard and ambitious plans. Besides, they are also described as “giving loving attention to every
detail.” But compared with the description of neat people in Paragraphs 6-12, the description of
sloppy people is relatively weak. The major reason is that more justifications can hardly be
found for the behavior of sloppy people in their present life except offering some beautiful hope
that all such will be compensated for by their future plans. While in the portrayal of neat people,
a lot of dramatic details have created a much fuller image.

We suggest the following question.

How does the author justify the behavior of sloppy people?

Their sloppiness is described as the consequence of their extreme moral rectitude. Their

- 3.
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leaving the house in a mess is not the result of their laziness, but rather, according to the
author, it is because they have a precise and perfect plan that can only be achieved “someday”
and they enjoy loving attention to every detail of their life.

LLANGUAGE WORK

1. Their sloppiness is merely the unfortunate consequence of their extreme moral rectitude.
15" The reason why sloppy people are sloppy is that they enjoy great moral uprightness,
but their very sloppiness unfavorably biases other members of society against them.

2. Sloppy people live in Never-Never Land. Someday is their métier. 855> Sloppy people live in
an imaginary and wonderful place which is in every way other than the practical and realis-
tic world we are now living in. It is their habit to put everything off till someday which will
never come.

3. scrapbook 8= n. a book with blank pages used for the mounting and preserving of pictures,
clippings, or other mementos

4. mound B n. araised mass, as of hay; a heap

Paragrdphs

| 6;1253« ANALYSIS

Paragraphs 6-12 concentrate on the description of neat people. In these paragraphs, neat
people are portrayed as cold-blooded, ruthless and very practical. It seems that their intention is
to enhance the quality of life by keeping their house clean. Yet they emphasize the means to
such an extent that they look inhuman in others’ eyes. As a punishment, their life is too orderly
and rigid to be enjoyable. So, never indulge so much in the means as to forget the end. The
ultimate purpose of everything we do is to make ourselves happy, which is the moral the author
intends us to draw from the text.

LANGUAGE WORK

5. Neat people are bums and clods at heart. 8% Neat people are actually stupid and
incompetent. This sentence parallels the one at the beginning of Paragraph 2. The author
wants to convey the message that the world is not really the way it appears to be.

bum 8 7. an incompetent, insignificant, or obnoxious person
clod B n. a dull, stupid person; a dolt

6. cavalier B a. showing arrogant or offhand disregard; dismissive

Some wealthy people have a cavalier attitude toward the suffering of others.



