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‘Unit 1
X 2 N e L T

China

Text A Facts About China

The People’ s Republic of China is the third largest country in the
world in terms of area and the largest in terms of population. Its total area
is 9. 6 million square kilometers and it has a population of 1,200 million.
China has shared borders for centuries with Korea, Russia, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Burma, Laos and Vietnam. Only
Han Chinese occupy half of China; the rest is inhabited by Mongols,
Tibetans, Uyghurs and a host of other national minorities, who occupy the
periphery of China.

The existence of numerous minority languages is why maps of China
often have two spellings for the same place — one spelling being the
minority language, the other being Chinese. For example, Kashgar is the
same place as Kashi.

According to the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the
administrative divisions of China are as follows. The country is divided into
provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the
central government. Provinces and autonomous regions are divided into
autonomous prefectures, counties, autonomous counties and cities.
Counties and autonomous counties are divided into townships, ethnic
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townships and towns. Municipalities directly under the central government
and other large cities are divided into districts and counties. Autonomous
prefectures are divided into counties, autonomous counties, and cities. All
autonomous regions, autonomous prefectures and autonomous counties
are autonomous areas of ethnic groups.

China’ s topography varies from mountainous regions with towering
peaks to flat, featureless plains. The land surface, a bit like a staircase
descending from west to east. Tibet is referred to as the “Roof of the
World”. Mt. Everest, known to the Chinese as Qomolangma Feng, lies on
the China-Nepal border.

The Yangtze River Basin, and the Yellow River Valley are primarily the
result of alluvial silt build-up from rivers, lakes and seas. These densely
populated plains—the homeland of the Han Chinese, known as “Middle
Kingdom” are the most important agricultural areas of our country and
occupy 1. 1 million square kilometers, or 11% of the nation’ s territory.
They are flat and crisscrossed by a network of rivers and lakes, set off by
fertile soil.

Climate conditions ranging from tropical, subtropical, the temperate
and cool—temperate vary greatly over China’s vast land area, but the
country for the most part lies in temperate zone. The warmest regions in
winter are found in the south and southwest in areas such as Xishuanbanna
in Yunnan, the southern coast and .the island of Hainan Dao. In summer,
high spots like Emei Shan in Sichuan are a welcome relief from the heat.

In the Yangtze River valley area ( including Shanghai) summers are
long, hot and humid. The Chinese has dubbed Wuhan, Chongqing and
Nanjing “the three furnaces”. You can expect very high temperatures any
time between April and October. Winters are short and cold, with
temperatures dipping well below freezing. It can also be wet and miserable
at any time apart from summer. While it is impossible to pinpoint an ideal
time to visit, spring and autumn are probably the best.

China is home to many famous mountains, such as Huangshan and
Lushan, etc. Mountain areas cover two thirds of the country. “The Five
Great Mountains,” located in central China, were named according to the
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