


WORLD

THE GLOBAL EXPERIENCE

CIVILIZATIONS

Volume II 1450 to Present

PETER N. STEARNS
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSTTY

MICHAEL ADAS
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY,

STUARTZR BCHWARYS -
UNIVERS®Y of IIANESOTA

& HarperCothaetublishers



Executive Editor: Bruce Borland

Development Editor: Rebecca Strehlow

Project Coordination, Text and Cover Design:
Proof Positive/Farrowlyne Associates, Inc.

Cover Photo: Jack Demuth

Photo Researcher: Roberta Knauf

Production Manager: Michael Weinstein

Compositor: The Clarinda Company

Printer and Binder: Courier Corporation

Cover Printer: The Lehigh Press, Inc.

For permission to use copyrighted material, grateful acknowledg-
ment is made to the copyright holders on pp. C—1-C--3 which are
hereby made part of this copyright page.

World Civilizations: The Global Experience, Volume II
1450 to Present
Copyright © 1992 by HarperCollins Publishers Inc.

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part
of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever
without written permission, except in the case of brief quotations
embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information address
HarperCollins Publishers Inc., 10 East §3rd Street, New York, NY
10022.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Stearns, Peter N.

World civilizations:the global experience/Peter N. Stearns,
Michael Adas, Stuart B. Schwartz.— 1st ed.

p- cm. )

Also published as a single volume ed.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Contents: v, 1. Beginnings to 1750~—v. 2. 1450 to present.

ISBN 0-06-500260-1 (vol. 1) — ISBN 0-06-500261-x (vol. 2)

1. C;'Viliza[ion—History. 2. Civilization— History — Sources.
I. Adas, Michael. 1I. Schwartz, Stuart B. 1II. Title..
CB69.584 1992 )
%09—dc20

92 93 94 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2



Preface

World history provides an exciting introduction both to
the world and to the historian’s craft, and this text builds
on these two themes. The survey course in world history
has been gaining ground steadily as a staple of the history
and social science curriculum. The reasons are immediately
evident. First, the composition of the American population
perpetually changes, adding to our need for international
understanding. The European heritage, though still vital,
now logically shares attention with our sources in Africa,
various parts of Asia, and Latin America.

Second, American involvement in world affairs contin-
ues to grow. Long a Pacific, Caribbean, and Atlantic
power, the United States nevertheless has tended to define
its primary interests in terms of Europe. In the second half
of the 20th century, after participation in three wars in
Asia, plus massive economic and cultural interaction
around the globe, the United States and its citizens have
embraced a global perspective. This perspective involves
emphasis on international currents and on a full range of
civilizations.

ﬁg GOALS

To meet the needs of a global perspective—to explain
the emergence of the present world and its major civiliza-
tions—— teachers of world history have created an increas-
ingly sophisticated and comprehensive structure. Several
decades of scholarship in world history and in area studies
by historians and other social scientists and humanists have
yielded a wealth of information and interpretive generaliza-
tions. This text reflects a synthesis of teaching and histori-
cal scholarship, a synthesis that grasps world history not as
a list of facts recorded for routine memorization but as a
set of processes open to analysis that builds an understand-
ing of how world study has been shaped.

We have taught and written widely on topics central to
world history. This text reflects our experience and our
conviction of the role of world history in improving stu-
dents’ ability to handle issues of interpretation. By showing
students how to assess change and continuity, the text helps
them learn how to relate past to present.

As in many world history texts, we include excerpts
from original documents in order to enhance student con-
tact with diverse voices of the past. As with several other
writers, we also share a firm commitment to include social
history that involves women, the nonelife, and experiences
and events outside the spheres of politics and high culture.

This text is no clone, however. It offers a number of
distinctive qualities that pioneer in the presentation of
world history.

Xiil



X1V PREFACE

a@ APPROACH

The two most important and distinguishing features of
this text involve its genuine global orientation and its ana-
lytical style. This is a real wordd history text. It deals seri-
ously with the Western tradition, but does not allocate
extra space to it that might blur the distinction between a
Western civilization text and a world history text. Corre-
spondingly, civilizations or societies sometimes slighted in
world texts—such as the nomadic societies of Asia, Latin
American societies, and nations and states of the Pacific
Rim-——receive additional attention here. This global orien-
tation makes World Civilizations: The Global Experience the
first of a logical new generation, one that will decide cov-
erage in terms of international criteria, giving the West its
respectful due but not pride of place.

This text also seeks to upgrade the analytical level of the
presentation of world history. Many world history texts
function as factual compendia, leaving analytical challenge
to the classroom. Our goal throughout has been to relate
fact to interpretation while still allowing ample room for
classroom exploration. Analytical emphasis is evident ia the
attention to periodization, which presents strands of inter-
pretation amid the parade of facts. Comparative issues are
strongly emphasized, as a means both of raising the level
of reading above that of memorization and of bridging the
gap between discrete civilization segments.

By happy accident, this text was written during one of
those moments in world history (1989-1991) when all
sorts of established patterns seem to change. Thus, the text
incorporates the recent upheavals in Russia, Eastern Fu-
rope, and the Middle East, not as completed events, to be
sure, but in integral relationship with other coverage. The
text is thus up-to-date not only in its presentation of facts
but also in relating recent events to larger analytical pat-
terns,

&g THEMES AND STRUCTURE

This text pays a great deal of attention to periodization.
Some texts range through one civilization and then the next
without much attention to coherent time periods. This
book, in contrast, identifies themes for each major period
of world history that help locate some common experiences
or at least common forces in individual societies. Part in-
troductions set clear definitions for each period, identifying
new kinds of glabal contacts and parallel developments.
Basic characteristics of each period are referred to in chap-
ters dealing with specific civilizations and also in a number
of crosscutting chapters that return to larger world trends.

The book is divided into six major parts, each defined
by fundamental new characteristics in world history. After
sketching the hunting-and-gathering phase of the human
experience, Part 1 focuses on several major developmental
stages. The rise of agriculture and then the development of
civilization— with initial examples in different parts of
Asia, Africa, Central America, and southeastern Europe—
constitute the sequence that set world history in motion,
from the origin of the human species until about 3000
vears ago.

Part 2 deals with the elaboration of major civilizations
in several parts of the world. Civilizations in this classical
phase developed a new capacity to integrate large regions
and diverse groups of people through overarching cultural
and political systems. They also established many durable
values that continue to mark the character of major soci-
cties to the present day. Part 3 of the book, covering the
period from A.D. §00 to A.D. 1400, gains coherence
through the spread of major religions to many different so-
cieties, by further expansion of the civilization form, and
above all by the establishment of new commercial and cul-
tural linkages that brought most civilizations into great
contact with each other.

The final three parts of the book deal with world his-
tory in the past §50 years. During these years, previous
international systems were fundamentally redefined, and
well-established traditional civilizations encountered new
forces of change. Part 4 of the book deals with the three
centuries after 1450, when new technology and modes of
military and political organization allowed the establishment
of a variety of important empires and when western Eu-
rope gained primary control of international trade, rede-
fining its own society in the process. Western global power
increased in the 170 years after 1750 (Part 5), mainly
through the ramifications of the Industrial Revolution.
Other civilizations had to take a position toward Western
power and toward industrialization—a common set of
pressures that evoked diverse responses.

A new period of world history opened up in the middle
decades of the 20th century with the retreat of Western
imperialism, the rise of new political systems such as com-
munism, the surge of the United States and the Soviet
Union, and a variety of economic innovations including
the achievements of Japan and the Pacific Rim. Part 6
deals with this most recent period of world history and
some of its portents for the future.

§§ PEDAGOGICAL AIDS

Teachers (and students) of world history come from a
wide range of backgrounds, personal and academic, To



support the thematic and analytical features of the text and
to make all facets of world history as accessible as possible,
the authors have integrated a number of pedagogical fea-
tures into the book.

In addition to narrative part openers that set forth key
themes in each unit, parts begin with an extensive but
manageable timeline that establishes the period under con-
sideration. The timeline includes events in all the societies
involved.

Chapters open with an outline for a quick overview of
major topics and with a detailed timeline specific to the
groups to be discussed. Chapter introductions highlight key
themes and analytical issues to consider in reading.

Within each chapter, one or more documents appear in
a discrete section. The documents are preceded by a brief,
scene-setting narration and followed by probing questions.
Each chapter also contains an analytical essay on a topic of
broad application; the essay s followed by questions in-
tended both to probe student appreciation of the topic and
to suggest questions or interpretive issues for further
thought.

The text 1s accompanied by photographs, line drawings,
and a series of maps specially developed to enhance the
global orientation. Maps in the part introductions and in
the chapters highlight major developments during each pe-
riod and familiarize students with many non-Western
arenas.

Each chapter ends with a conclusion that goes beyond a
mere summary of events. Conclusions reiterate the key
themes and issues raised in the chapter and again suggest
areas for reflection and anticipation. Obvious examples can
be found in the unit on the 20th century, in which conclu-
sions highlight developments leading to events of which
students have had first-hand experience. Each chapter also
includes several paragraphs of annotated suggested read-
ings, so that readers can pursue additional topics on their
own.

At the back of the book (in addition to the index) is a
comprehensive glossary, another feature that sets this book
apart. It includes conceptual terms, frequently used foreign
terms, and names of important geographical regions and
key characters on the world stage. Much of world history
will be new to most students, and this glossary will greatly
assist them in developing a global vocabulary.
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Supplements

The following supplements are available for use in con-
junction with this book:

ﬁé FOR THE STUDENT

Student Study Guide and Practice Quizzes, in two volumes.
Volume I (Chapters 1 through 23) and Volume II (Chap-
ters 22 through 42), prepared by John Paul Bischoff,
Oklahoma State University. Includes chapter outlines,
timeline and map exercises, two multiple-choice practice
tests, and sample essay questions.

Mapping World Civilizations: Student Activities. A free stu-
dent map workbook by Gerald Danzer, University of 1lli-
nois, Chicago. Features numerous map skill exercises
written to enhance students’ basic geographical literacy.
The exercises provide ample opportunities for interpreting
maps and analyzing cartographic materials as historical doc-
uments. The instructor is entitled to one free copy of Map-
ping World Civilizations: Student Activities for each copy of
the text purchased from HarperCollins.

SuperShell I Computerized Tutorial. An interactive pro-
gram for computer-assisted learning, prepared by John
Paul Bischoff, Oklahoma State University. Features multi-
ple-choice, true-false, and completion quizzes; comprehen-
sive chapter outlines; “flash cards” for key terms and
concepts; and diagnostic feedback capabilities. Available for
IBM computers.

Timelink: World History Computerized Atlas, by Willjam
Hamblin, Brigham Young University. A highly graphic,
Hypercard-based computerized atlas and historical geogra-
phy tutorial for the Macintosh.

Documents in World History, in two volumes. Volume 1,
The Grear Traditions— From Ancient Times to 1500; Vol-
ume 11, The Modern Centuries— From 1500 to the Present,
edited by Peter N. Stearns, Carnegie Mellon University.
A collection of primary source documents that ilustrates
the human characteristics of key civilizations during major
stages of world history.

b:é FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Instructor’s Resource Manual, by John Paul Bischoff, Okla-
homa State University. Includes chapter outlines, discus-
sion, term paper and essay topics. Also bound in the
Instructor’s Resource Manual is the Experiencing World Mu-
stc audio cassette (see below). The [nstructor’s Resource
Manual includes a commentary on each piece in the audio-
cagsette.
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Expertencing World Music. A 60-minute audiocassette. Con-
tains over 20 selections of important music from a wide
range of times and cultures. Selections range between one
and four minutes in length. Commentaries about the
pieces and suggestions for using them in lectures, prepared
by Evan Tonsing, Oklahoma State University, and Jane
Adas, Rutgers University, are included in the Instrucior’s
Resource Manual. Western pieces include short selections
from the medieval period to the present. Non-Western
pieces include short selections from China, India, Japan,
Iran, Africa, Turkey, and others.

Test Bank, by John Paul Bischoff, Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. A total of 2300 questions, including §0 multiple-
choice questions and five essay questions per text chapter.
Each test item is referenced by topic, type, and text page
number. Available in print and computerized format.

TestMaster Computerized Testing System. A test-generation
software package available for IBM and Macintosh com-
puters. Allows users to add, delete, edit, and print test
items. Available free to adopters.

World History Through Maps and Views, by Gerald Dan-
zer, University of Illinois, Chicago, winner of the AHA’s
James Harvey Robinson Award for his work in the devel-
opment of map transparencies. This set of 100 four-color
transparencies from selected sources is bound in a three-
ring binder and available free to adopters. Also contains an
introduction on teaching history with maps and detailed
commentary on each transparency. The collection includes
cartographic and pictorial maps, views and photos, urban
plans, building diagrams, classic maps, and works of art.

Map Transparencies. A set of 48 two- and four-color trans-
parencies of basic maps designed to be used in teaching
world civilization courses.

The HarperCollins World Civilization Media Program. A
wide variety of media enhancements for use in teaching
world civilization courses. Offered to qualified adopters of
HarperCollins’s western civilization texts.

Grades. A grade-keeping and classroom management soft-
ware program that maintains data for up to 200 students.



Prologue

The study of history is the study of the past. Knowledge
of the past gives us perspective on our societies today. It
shows different ways people have identified problems and
tried to resolve them, as well as important common im-
pulses in the human experience. History can inform
through its variety, remind us of some human constants,
and provide a common vocabulary and examples that aid in
mutual communication. One of the ways in which peoples
from different cultures understand one another is through
shared historical information.

The study of history is also the study of change. Histo-
rians seek to describe major changes in the human experi-
ence over time and to examine the ways in which those
changes connect the past to the present. They try to distin-
guish between superficial and fundamental change, as well
as between sudden and gradual change, and to explain why
change occurs and what impact it has. Finally, they are at-
tentive to the ongoing nature of change, pinpointing conti-
nuities from the past along with innovations. History, in
other words, is a study of human society in motion,

World history is not simply a collection of the histories
of various societies, but a subject in its own right. World
history 1s the study of historical events in a global context.
It does not attempt to sum up everything that has happened
in the past. It focuses on two principal subjects: the evolu-
tion of leading civilizations and the framework for interna-
tional contacts among different societies. In the first
category, world history identifies major stages in the devel-
opment of important socicties. In the second category,
world history emphasizes major stages in the interaction
between different peoples and societies around the globe.

ﬁg THE EMERGENCE OF WORLD HISTORY

Serious attempts to deal with world history are relatively
recent. Many historians have attempted to locate the evolu-
tion of their own societies in the context of developments
i a larger “known world”: Herodotus, though particularly
mterested in the origins of Greek culture, wrote also of de-
velopments around the Mediterranean: Ibn-Khaldan wrote
of what he knew about developments in Africa and Europe
as well as in the Muslim world; and unsystematically, Fu-
ropean historians in the 18th-century Enlightenment liked
to compare the evolution of various societies along with
their own. But it was not until the 20th century, with an
increase in international contacts and a vastly expanded
knowledge of the historical patterns of major societies, that
a complete world history became possible. In the West,
world history depended on a growing realization that the
world could not be understood simply as a mirror re-

Xix



XX  PROLOGUE

flecting the West’s greater glory or as a stage for Western-
dominated power politics. This hard-won realization
continues to meet some resistance. Nevertheless, at various
points since 1900, historians in several socteties have at-
tempted to develop an international approach to the subject
that includes but goes beyond merely establishing a context
for the study of the emergence of their own civilization.

There are many other approaches to the study of his-
tory. The most familiar uses a purely national framework,
such as the study of American history or French history,
which at best is enlivened by some awareness of how one
national tradition compares with the traditions of other so-
cieties. World history does not replace national histories
entirely. The history of the United States, France, or
China can be enhanced when there is a larger context to fit
it in, for this facilitates more precise comparisons and un-
derlines the ways in which national patterns were shaped by
more general forces.

The need to study world history, however, goes beyond
the provision of a good starting point for examining one’s
own society. The surge of interest in world history has
been fueled by three other, interrelated factors. The first
factor has been an explosion of knowledge about the histo-
ries of societies outside the Western tradition, in some cases
also older than that tradition. The known past is much
larger than ever before. The perspectives and the interpre-
tive insights history provides have greatly expanded. Anal-
ysis of a host of issues—the effects of a classical tradition
on later cultural development, the relationship between re-
ligion and commerce, or the impact of the Industrial Revo-
lution on women—simply cannot be confined to Western
examples.

The second factor involves the realization of the increas-
ingly international context in which we live. Much of what
happens in the United States can still be explained by na-
tional or even local contexts, but our economy and culture,
as well as our military and diplomatic framework, are vi-
tally shaped by developments around the world. For exam-
ple, wars and revolutions in the Middle East and economic
and population trends in Latin America have direct impact
on the way we live. Living in an international context cre-
ates the need to understand this context and to apply to it
the knowledge and perspectives of history. We need to
know how other traditions besides our own have evolved,
what beliefs and attitudes thev produce, and what kinds of
economic and political behaviors they generate.

One world historian has put the case this way: History
in the United States first concentrated on the national expe-
rience alone, as part of an attempt at self-understanding
and as a means of building agreed-upon national values. In
the 20th century Americans realized that they were caught

up in a network of which Europe was a vital part. One re-
sponse was the creation of programs in the study of the
history of Western civilization that made us better able to
deal with European issues in the post— World War 11 era.
Now we need, and are developing, the same types of pro-
grams on a wider international level-—and world history
plays a key role here,

The third factor follows from the growing analytical
challenge world history poses. Historians increasingly un-
derstand that key aspects of past and present alike have
been shaped by global forces— exchanges of technologies,
ideas, religions, foods, and diseases. Defining and assessing
the emergence of global forces and tracing their interaction
with individual societies stand at the forefront of the world
history agenda as a research area. Qur understanding of
these forces, though still incomplete, is steadily improving.

In addition to explaining the need for world history, it
is necessary to offer a few words at the outset about its
manageability. No world history includes everything, or
even most things, about the past. It focuses on the activi-
ties of human civilizations, rather than human history as a
whole. No world history would be manageable if this dis-
tinction were not kept in mind.

ﬁé WHAT CIVILIZATION MEANS

In dealing with civilizations— societies that generate and
use an economic surplus beyond basic survival needs—
world history focuses on only a tiny portion of the more
than 2.5 million years since the genus Homo first appeared
in the savanna of eastern Africa. The era of civilized life
makes up about 9000 of the 40,000 years that our own
human species, Homo sapiens sapiens, has inhabited the
carth. Civilized life has made possible human population
densities unimaginable in precivilized time periods; it has
given human groups the capacity to reshape their environ-
ments in fundamental ways and to dominate most other liv-
ing creatures. The history of civilizations embraces most of
the people who have ever lived; their literature, formal sci-
entific discoveries, art, music, architecture, and inventions;
their most sophisticated social, political, and economic sys-
tems; their brutality and destruction caused by conflicts;
their exploitation of other species; and their degradation of
the environment—a result of advances in technology and
economic organization.

To be truly global in scope, our inquiry into the history
of civilizations must not be constricted by the narrow,
Western-centric standards for determining what is civi-
lized. Many peoples have seen themselves as “civilized,”
regarding outsiders with different physical features and cul-
tures as uncouth “barbarians” or even subhumans. For ex-



ample, in awarding a society civilized status, most
European and American writers have insisted that monu-
mental buildings, cities, writing, and a high level of tech-
nology be present. These criteria banished from the realm
of the civilized many societies that were highly advanced in
other areas but deficient in the ones Western writers
deemed critical. Clearly, another approach to the meaning
of civilization has to be taken if one is to write a truly glo-
bal history of the human experience.

Different civilizations have stressed and therefore ex-
celled in different facets of human creativity. The Chinese
have consistently demonstrated the capacity to build large
and effective political systems. But Chinese thinkers have
formulated only one major religion, Daoism, and this has
had only a limited appeal both within and beyond East
Asia. By contrast, the peoples of India have produced some
of humankind’s most sophisticated and sublime religions,

but they have rarely known periods of political unity and

strong government. The civilizations of the Maya made re-
markable discoveries in astronomy and mathematics, but
their technology remained roughly equivalent to that of
stone-age peoples as late as the arrival of the Spaniards in
the 16th century. These examples suggest that, rather than
stressing particular attainments such as the capacity to build
pyramids or wheeled vehicles, a genuinely global definition
of what it means to be civilized should focus on underlying
patterns of social development that are common to complex
societies throughout history. The attributes that determine
whether a particular society is civilized or not should be
freed from the ethnocentrism— or the tendency to judge
other peoples’ cultural forms solely on the basis of how
they compare to one’s own—and sense of moral superiority
that have dominated definitions of civilization.

For our purposes, civilization is a form of human social
organization that arises from the capacity of certain peoples
to produce food supplies beyond their basic needs, and to
develop a variety of specialized occupations, a heightened
social differentiation on a class and gender basis, intensified
economic exchanges between social groups, and regional
and long-distance trading networks. Surplus agricultural
production spurs the growth of large towns and then cities
inhabited by merchants, artisans, ritual specialists, and po-
litical leaders. Both specialization and town life contribute
to an increase in creativity and innovation that have been
characteristic of all civilizations.

i@ THE COMPARATIVE APPROACH TO THE
HISTORY OF CIVILIZATIONS

In concentrating on civilizations, world history offers an
initial focus that greatly reduces the time period world his-
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tory covers, and also draws attention to civilizations that
covered particularly extensive geographical areas. Even in
emphasizing major civilizations, however, world history
must offer other ways to select and highlight significant de-
velopments. One vital step involves a comparative ap-
proach to the major societies. Much of world history can
be organized through careful comparisons of the leading
characteristics of the principal civilizations, such as formal
governments, family structures, and art. Remembering
what civilizations have in common helps us to manage the
complexity of world history and to highlight key distinc-
tions among major societies. Comparison gives us a means
of connecting historical developments within different civi-
lizations and allows us to identify key patterns that ought
to be remembered and explained.

Comparison can also help capture the process of histori-
cal change. A single civilization can be compared across
time, before and after change. Furthermore, a situation
new to one society can be compared with similar situations
that exist elsewhere. Consider the introduction of a new
slave system, as happened in the Americas in the 16th and
17th centuries. By comparing the American slave system
with slave systems developed elsewhere, one can get a bet-
ter ix on what American slavery involved and what
changes it brought to the emerging society.

@ INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS AND
TIME PERIODS

World history is not, however, simply a progression of
separate civilizations that can be compared in various ways.
An understanding of the kinds of contacts different civili-
zations developed—and their responses to the forces that
crossed their boundaries—is as important as the story of
the great societies themselves. For example, when the rate
of international trade picked up, it presented questions for
each major society to answer: How would the society par-
ticipate in the trading system? What domestic impact did
international trade have? How did one society’s reactions to
the new levels of trade compare with those of other major
societies?

World history is organized into major time periods pri-
marily on the basis of changes in the nature and level of
international exchange. Because of parallel developments,
contacts, and crosscutting global forces, many civilizations
display some common chronological features that suggest an
international framework encompassing the individual societ-
ies. Establishing a sense of each time period of world his-
tory in terms of the characteristics of international
interactions gives coherence to the larger story of world
history, Some time periods see a particular trend toward
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the formation of empires; others involve the spread of ma-
jor religions; others stress the impact of new technologies
or production systems. Not all societies, in a given time
period, neatly responded to the larger world forces—
isolation from the wider world remained possible until just
a few centuries ago— but enough did to enable us to define
the basic chronology of world history.

This book emphasizes six major time periods in world
history. The first, covered in Part 1, involved the emer-
gence of civilization. Farly civilizations arose after people
had formed a wide variety of local societies over most of
the inhabitable globe. The early civilizations were regional,
but they pulled more localized groups together into some
shared institutions and beliefs; some of them developed
limited contacts with other civilizations.

The second period of world history saw the formation
of much larger civilization units—the great classical societ-
ies of China, India, and the Mediterranean. Emphasis in
the classical period rests on the integration of and the level
of contact among these larger civilization areas. This was
the period when elites in many parts of the world created
systems of thought and artistic styles that continue to have
force today: Confucian ideas about polite behavior and the
social good, Greek ideas about nature, and Buddhist ideas
about spirituality.

The third, postclassical period in world history emerged
as the classical civilizations underwent new challenge and
decline. After about A.n. 500, civilization spread to new
areas and new kinds of contact developed, involving the
spread of novel religious systems, the increase of commer-
cial exchange, and even the acceleration of international
disease transmission.

The fourth period of world history, beginning around
A.D. 1450, saw the Americas and other previously isolated
areas brought into the international framework as trade and
exchange reached yet another level of intensity. Humble
American crops such as corn and potatoes encouraged mas-
sive population growth in many societies—a trend that
continues into our own time.

Between about 1750 and 1920, the fifth period of world
history was shaped particularly through the advent of in-
dustrial society in western Europe. Industrial technology
brought new rates of international interaction and a new,
and complex, balance of forces among the major civiliza-
tion areas. Habits of work changed in response to new

ideas of discipline and productivity; leisure changed as
well. This was the time when key sports won an interna-
tional audience.

Finally, world history periodization took a sixth turn
during the 20th century, again because of complicated
changes in the naturc of international contacts and the im-
pact these contacts have on particular societies. The new
global patterns of this century gain added meaning against
the perspective of previous world trends.

The basic framework for managing and understanding
world history resembles a weaving loom, in which two sets
of threads interweave. One set consists of the major civili-
zations, identified through their principal characteristics
and traced over time; the second set involves parallel pro-
cesses and contacts that delineate the principal time periods
of world history. The interaction between civilizations and
international forces form the warp and weave of world his-
tory, from civilization’s origin to the present day.

i@ ANALYSIS IN WORLD HISTORY

In addition to comparison and periodization, which link
the historical experience of individual civilizations, some
world historians have been fascinated by a third, even
more sweeping formula: regularities in historical develop-
ment that can be identified and applied on a global basis.
Do all civilizations rise, mature, and then fall in a process
like that of human growth? Is there a historical law that
proves that societies that begin to neglect the welfare of
their lowest classes are doomed to decay? A variety of his-
torical laws have been proposed, and even if some of them
prove simplistic, the more insightful ones can raise valid
questions about the larger processes of world history.

World history involves comparison, assessment of global
interaction, and consideration of more general formulas
about how human societies operate. There are facts to be
learned, but the greater analytical challenge is to use the
facts to compare civilizations, to identify key periods of
world history and the patterns of change from one period
to the next, and to test general propositions about historical
causation and development. Using this approach, world
history becomes something to think about, not simply
something to regurgitate. With this approach the task of
learning world history gains focus and purpose.



Brief Contents

PART 4 THE WORLD SHRINKS, 14501750

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.

The Transformation of the West, 1450-1750

The West and the World

The Rise of Russia

Early Latin America

The Muslim Empires

Africa and the Africans in the Age of the Atlantic
Slave Trade

Asian Transitions in an Age of Global Change

PART 5 INDUSTRIALIZATION AND WESTERN

29.
30.

3I.
32.

33

GLOBAL HEGEMONY, 1750-1914

The Industrialization of the West, 1760-1914

Industrialization and Imperialism: The Making of
the European Global Order

The Consolidation of Latin America, 1830-1920

Civilizations in Crisis: The Ottoman Empire, the
Islamic Heartlands, and Qing China

Russia and Japan: Industrialization Qutside the West

PART 6 THE 20TH CENTURY IN WORLD HISTORY

34
35
36.
37
38.

39
40.

41.
42.

One-half Century of Crisis, 1914~1945

The West in the 20th Century

The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe

Japan and the Pacific Rim

Latin America: Revolution and Reaction in the 20th
Century

Decolonization and the Decline of the European
World Order

Africa and Asia in the Era of Independence

War and Revolution in China and Vietnam

Toward the Future: World History Yet to Come

GLOSSARY

CREDITS

INDEX

489

497
519
545
565
593

617
639

665
671

703
729

755
779

805

813

839
867

893
91§

941
967
99t

1017

G~-1
C-1
I-1

11i



Detailed Contents

MAPS
PREFACE
SUPPLEMENTS

PROLOGUE

P ART 4 THE WORLD SHRINKS, 1450-1750

On the Eve of the Early Modern Period: The
World Around 1450

The Rise of the West

The World Economy and Giobal Contacts

The Gunpowder Empires

Commerce and Its Outreach

Evolution of the Early Modern Period:
Civilizations and Larger Trends

ANALYSIS: Map

22

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WEST, 14501750

Episodes in the Larger Patterns of Change
From Rags to Riches

The First Big Changes: Culture and Commerce
Religious and Economic Life

Science and Politics: The Next Phase of Change
The West by 1750

CONCLUSION: Innovation and Instability
FURTHER READINGS

DOCUMENT: Controversies about Women
ANALYSIS: Elites and Masses

23

THE WEST AND THE WORLD

The West’s First Outreach
Toward a World Economy
Colonial Expansion

489

490
491
491
492
493

494
493

497

498
498
498
§01
507
S14
517
517

506
513

519
520
528
534



VI  DETAILED CONTENTS

CONCLUSION:  The Impact of a New World The Destruction and Transformation of Indnan
Order 541 Societies §71
FURTHER READINGS 542 Colonial Economies and Governments 574
. Brazil: The First Plantation Colony 580
DOCUMENT: Western Conquerors: Tactics and Multiracial Societies 583
Motives ) ) 524 The 18th Century Reforms 585
ANALYSIS: Causation and the West’s Expansion 526 CONCLUSION: The Diverse Ingredients of Latin
American Civilization 589
FURTHER READINGS 590
DOCUMENT: A Vision from the Vanquished 577
2 4 ANALYSIS: The Great Exchange 572
THE RISE OF RUSSIA 545
Russia’s Expansionist Politics under the Tsars 546
Peter the Great and Westernization 549
Themes in Early Modern Russian History 556 26
CONCLUSION: Russia and Eastern Europe 561
FURTHER READINGS 563 THE MUSLIM EMPIRES 593
DOCUMENT: The Nature of Westernization 555 The Ottlomans.: From Frontier Warriors to
ANALYSIS: Russian History and the Cold War 560 Em;?:.r ¢ Builders . 595
The Shi'ite Challenge of the Safavids 602
The Mughals and the Apex of Muslim
Civilization in India 607
CONCLUSION: The Rise of Europe and the Eclipse
of Islamic Civilization as the Pivot of the
25 World Order 614
EARLY LATIN AMERICA 565 FURTHER READINGS 615

Spaniards and Portuguese: Background to DOCUMENT: An Islamic Traveler Laments the

Conquest 566 Muslims’ Indifference to Europe 601
Iberian Society and Tradition 566 ANALYSIS: The Decline of Empires— Muslim
The Conquest of the New World 567 Variations on a Universal Theme 613

AFRICA AND THE AFRICANS IN THE AGE OF THE

ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 617
The Portuguese Penetration 618
The Structure of the Atlantic Slave Trade 621
African Societies, Slavery, and the Slave Trade 623
The African Diaspora 631
CONCLUSION:  The Impact of Slavery on Africa 637
FURTHER READINGS 637

DOCUMENT: A Slave’s Description of the Middle
Passage 632
ANALYSISt Slavery and Human Society 630




28

ASIAN TRANSITIONS IN AN AGE OF GLOBAL CHANGE 639

The Asian Trading World and the Coming of the

Europeans
Ming China: A Global Mission Refused
Fending Off the West: Japan’s Reunification and
the First Challenge
CONCLUSION: Asia and the First Phase of
Europe’s Global Expansion
FURTHER READINGS

DOCUMENT: Exam Questions as a Mirror of
Chinese Values

ANALYSIS: Means and Motives for QOverseas
Expansion: Europe and China Compared

PART 5 INDUSTRIALIZATION AND WESTERN
GLOBAL HEGEMONY, 17501914

Chronology: From Industrial Revolution to the
Beginnings of a Western Breakdown
Diversities in the Age of Western Dominance

29

THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE WEST, 1760-1914

The Crisis of the Late 18th Century and the
French Revolution

Forces of Change

Decades of Ferment: The Tide of Revolution,
1789—-1830

The Industrial Revolution

The Consolidation of the Industrial Order,
1850—-1914

Popular Culture and High Culture

The Expansion of the West and Western
Diplomacy

CONCLUSION:  Diplomacy and Society

FURTHER READINGS

DOCUMENT: Women in the Industrial Revolution

ANALYSIS: The United States in World History

640
647

657

662
662

650

655

665

667
668

671

673
673

674
678

685¢
690

696
700
701
681
694

DETAl ) CONTENTS

LR SRSt =, )

e N TN i e

vii

Depart der Herowmer de

—r
Lires pour Vorstuller le 5 Octobre 178y .

30

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND IMPERIALISM: THE MAKING
OF THE EUROPEAN GLOBAL ORDER

The Shift to Land Empires in Asia
Industrial Rivalries and the Partition of the
World, ¢. 1870-1914
Patterns of Dominance: Continuity and Change
CONCLUSION: The Pattern of the Age of
Imperialism
FURTHER READINGS

DOCUMENT: Contrary Images: The Colonizer vs.
The Colonized on the “Civilizing Mission”

ANALYSIS: Western Education and the Rise of an
African and Asian Middle Class

31

THE CONSOLIDATION OF LATIN AMERICA,
1830-1920

From Colonies to Nations

New Nations Confront Old and New Problems

Latin-American Economies and World Markets,
1820-1870

Societies in Search of Themselves

The Great Boom, 1880—1920

CONCLUSION: New Nations, Old Problems

FURTHER READINGS

703
704

713
718

726
727

722

712

729

730
733

735
745
749
752
753



