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A Student and

a Dancer

l Reyna the dancer

GETTING READY TO READ

Talk with a partner.
1. Look at the young woman in the photo. Where do you think she is from?

2. Read the questions in the chart. Write your answers. Then ask your partner.
Write your partner’s answers.

YOU YOUR PARTNER

a. Do you like to dance?

b. Do you like to watch
people dancing?

¢. Do you like to listen to
music?

d. What kind of music or
dancing do you like?
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READING

Look at the words and pictures next to the reading. Then read without
stopping. Don’t worry about new words. Don’t stop to use a dictionary.
Just keep reading!

A Student and a Dancer

Reyna Giner de Oriol is from Caracas, Venezuela. Right
now, she is a student in the United States. Reyna is taking
courses in education at an American college. She’s
planning to teach English back home in Venezuela.

-

2 During the school week, Reyna spends a lot of time at
the college. Every day, she sits and listens in her classes, sits
and reads in the library, and sits and works at a computer. 1
At home in her apartment, she sits and studies at her desk. ' 13 Spanish guitar
All this sitting is hard for Reyna. She doesn’t like to sit—she
likes to move!

3 In her free time, Reyna dances the flamenco. It’s a 2
famous dance from Spain. She dances to Spanish guitar!
music. The music can be fast or slow. It can be happy, sad, or
romantic.? Reyna says, “You can’t just listen to the music—
you have to feel it in your heart. Then you show your
feelings in your dancing.”

romantic = about
love

4 Reyna dances the flamenco with castanets® in her hands.
She moves them with her fingers. “The hands are very
important in the flamenco,” she says. “I want my hands to 3 a pair of castanets
look like a pair of flying birds.”

5 These days,* Reyna doesn’t dance very often. She’s busy 4 these days = now
with schoolwork. She misses dancing. She sometimes talks
about the flamenco with students from other countries.
Sometimes she dances for them, too. “And every night, in my
sleep,” Reyna says, “I dance in my dreams.”
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Quick Comprehension Check

Read these sentences. Circle T (true) or F (false).

. She studies at school and at home.

. She’s taking classes in flamenco dancing.

. Reyna is studying at a college in the United States. @
T
T
T
. Flamenco dancers don’t move their hands. T
T

T T T "M Mmoo m

1
2
3
4. Flamenco music is always fast and happy.
5
6

. Reyna doesn’t dance very often because of her schoolwork.

EXPLORING VOCABULARY

Thinking about the Vocabulary

Guessing Meaning from Context

We use words in a context. The context of a word is the words and sentences
before and after it. These other words can help you guess a word’s meaning. For
example, look at the context of library:

Reyna spends a lot of time at the college. Every day, she sits and listens in
her classes, sits and reads in the library, . . .

The context of library tells you it is a place, it is at school, and people read there.

Look at the target words. Which words are new to you? Circle them
here and in the reading.

Target Words

courses (paragraph 1) desk (2) pair (4)
education (1) famous (3) busy (5)
during (2) feelings (3) misses (5)
library (2) fingers (4) dreams (5)

Read “A Student and a Dancer” again. Look at the context of each new
word. Can you guess the meaning?
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Using the Vocabulary

l‘FThese sentences are about the reading. Complete them with the words in
the box.

busy courses during -educatienr famous feelings misses pair

1. People can study many things in college. Reyna wants to be a teacher, so
she’s studying education

2. Reyna is studying at a college. She’s taking at the
college.
3. She has classes the week but not on weekends.

4. People from many countries know about the flamenco. It’s a

dance.

5. Reyna doesn’t have much free time. She’s usually with
schoolwork.
6. She doesn’t often dance now, and she feels sad about that. She

dancing.

7. Flamenco music can make Reyna happy or sad. She shows her

in her dancing.

8. Reyna’s hands move “like a of flying birds” (like two

flying birds).

LFThese sentences use the target words in new contexts. Complete them
with the words in the box.

bus course § education famous feelings misses air
P

1. Please don’t talk during the movie.

2. John wants to learn to speak Spanish, so he’s taking a in

Spanish.
3. Everyone knows about Disney World. It’s a very place.

4. Do you want a good job? Then go to college and get a good

5. That’s a nice of shoes.

6. Yuri is studying in the United States. His family and friends are back home
in Russia. He thinks about them and he them.
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7. Maria is a student with a job and two small children. She has a
life.
8. Is George happy? I don’t know. He doesn’t talk about his

@Read these sentences. Match the boldfaced target words with their
definitions.

a. She has beautiful hands with long fingers.
b. Do you remember your dreams in the morning?

c. Sometimes I go to the college library, and I sit at a desk to read and study.

Target Words Definitions

1. library = a building with many books for people to use
2 = a table you can sit at to write and work

3s = things you think of in your sleep

4 = the five long parts on your hand

Building on the Vocabulary

Studying Collocations

Collocations are words that we often put together. Some words can go
together, and some can’t. For example, we can say, I’'m taking a math course.
We can’t say, I’'m making a math course.

’—FRead these sentences with take. Complete the chart.

a taxi a camera

a taxi

We can take a taxi to the airport.
I take the bus to school.

Learning a language takes time. take +

The bus ride takes an hour.

You can take pictures with a camera.

SR S

Let’s take a walk in the park.

@@ R P
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@Write four sentences. Use take + a word or phrase from the chart in Part A.

1
2
3.
4

DEVELOPING YOUR SKILLS

Scanning

Sometimes you need to find a piece of information in a reading. To do this,
you scan the reading. Scan means to read very quickly and look for just the
information you need.

Where is the information about these topics in “A Student and a
Dancer”? Scan the reading on page 3. Write the paragraph number (1-5).
_ 3 a. flamenco music

— b. Reyna’s dreams

¢ her future plans

__ d. her hands

e her life every day

Summarizing
A summary tells a story again, but it has only the main information.

Some of the information in this summary of the reading is wrong. Find
and correct six mistakes. The first mistake is corrected for you.

the United States
Reyna is a college student in Yerezuela. She plans to be a teacher, and

she’s taking courses in math. She has to move a lot, and she doesn’t like it. In
her free time, she plays the guitar. She says, “You have to feel the music in

your fingers.” Every night, she dances in the library.
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Discussion

Talk about these questions in a small group.
1. Reyna says she dreams about dancing. Do you remember your dreams?

2. Do you ever have dreams about dancing? about flying? about playing a
guitar or another musical instrument? about doing something in the
classroom?

3. What is a nice thing to dream about?

Using New Words

These questions use some of the target words. Ask and answer the
questions with a partner. Then talk about your answers with the class.

1. Reyna misses dancing. What or who do you miss?

2. What courses are you taking this year?

3. What things do people buy in pairs?

4. Name three famous people. Why is each person famous?
Writing

Write sentences about your free time. Answer these questions.

1. When do you have free time?

2. What do you like to do in your free time?

3. Do you usually spend your free time alone or with other people?

Example:

1. I don’t have much free time during the week. | have more free time on the
weekend. | usually go out on Friday and Saturday nights.



Making a Dream Come True

I Tim and his plane

GETTING READY TO0 READ

Talk in a small group or with your class.

1. What do you see in the photo?

2. Do you like to fly? Why or why not?

3. Do you agree with these statements? Why or why not?
* It’s nice to spend your free time building something.
* Building something takes a lot of hard work.



