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My Custom

One of the good things for men in
women’s liberation is that menno longer have
to pay women the old-fashioned courtesies.

According to an article on the changes
in manners, a perfectly able woman no longer
has to act helplessly in public as if she were
a model. For example, she doesn’t need help getting in
and out of cars. “Women get in and out of cars twenty
times a day with babies and dogs. Surely they can get
out by themselves at night just as easily,” says the author.

The author of the article also says there is no reason
why a man should walk on the outside of a woman on
the sidewalk. “Historically, the man walked on the inside
so he caught the garbage thrown out of a window. To-
day a man is supposed to walk on the outside. A man
should walk where he wants to. So should a woman. If,
out of love and respect, he actually wants to take the
blows, he should walk on the inside — because that’s
where attackers are all hiding these days.”

As far as manners are concerned, I suppose I have
always been a supporter of women’s liberation. Over
the years, out of a sense of respect, I imagine, I have
refused to trouble women with outdated courtesies.

It is usually easier to follow rules of social behavior
than to depend on one’s own taste. But rules may be

safely broken, of course, by those of us now. For

NOTES:

women’s liberation: 13
Lffias. A 19 it
LRGEBRIIESE, Rk
SRS PR
B Iz SIERIEERY
&, BIELAH], B
Bk B AR
LS )i e
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example, a woman is usually expected to sit
down before a man does. Yet I have always
done it the other way.

30 This came up only the other night. I fol-
lowed the hostess to the table, and when she pulled
the chair out I sat on it, quite naturally, since it
happened to be the chair I wanted to sit in.

“Well,” my wife said, when the hostess had

35 gone, “you did it again.”

“Did what?” I asked, very much confused.

“Took the chair.”

Actually, since I had walked through the
restaurant ahead of my wife, it would have been

40 awkward, I should think, not to have taken the chair. I

had got there first, after all. NOTES:
Also, it has always been my custom to getinacar  the stronger sex: 5%
first, and let the woman get in by herself. This is a cour- . &R the

tesy I insist on as the stronger sex, out of love and respect. ~ Weaker sex. fRRRESE
ASRIER, BAEMR

) Z LN NIRRT b AT]
about. It would not be suitable at all to putawomanina  worcess goh fepi i

45 In times like these, there might be tough attackers hidden

car and then shut the door on her, leaving her atthe mercy g% kit 4 the fair
of some bad guy who might be hiding in the back seat. sex, the soft sex 5.

(454 words)
AW
New Words ‘)/
e e AN
e custom /'kastom/ n. 315; KA 1 courteous adj. A #L$%44, kA4 It was cour-

teous of him to help the old lady across the
e liberation /Zliba'retfan/ n. f&3X f P ¥

liberate vt. ###X The American Civil War lib- :
erated the Negroes. e article /'atikal/ n. X F, #3X; &3 W&,
)&

street.

e old-fashioned /oavuld'fefond/ adj. # X4 ;
e manner /'mena(r)/ n. #L$k UL HHK), &

e courtesy /'kaitist/ n. #LER, kA P
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o helplessly /'helplisly adv. Rtk /3, RE
N

e model /'modal/ n. #d¥: HE; A

%oauthor /'00a(r) n. Y&

iosidewalk /'saidwoak/ n. AATE

:ohistorically /i'storikaly adv. EAL E, A
A ERE B
historical adj. M £ L&), H X5 L4 his-

torical lessons
historian n. L FR, REHLHROA

e garbage /'gaibidz/ n. 33K

e respect /ri'spekt/ n.,ve. F#, R
" respectable adj. T#k#y, (ARFFIHL
respectful adj. B34y The students often keep
a respectful distance from the professor.

respective adj. 2-R14), B At
. blow /blau/ n. BRAT, RARGITEH
vt. R, RA,

e attacker /o'teka(r)/ n. skE, REH
‘ attack n.,v. &, % The enemy attacked
us during the night.

o concern /kon'ssm/ vt. F&, (F; g
n Es, jas; ASHE

concerning prep. *F, & There is a dis-
cussion concerning the value of the book.

Useful €xpressions
P -\_/”\~.//\

in public %Ak, i, AR
for example #}3=, L ]
there is no reason why &F HEdy---

on the outside of
& ...... ) 9|~ iy, 4‘;_ ...... & 9|~ £3]
be supposed to A%
as far as sb. / sth. be concerned #K----- mE

depend on BRETF, Meeeeee mE; KE

concerned adj. Anty; AX&y, FF2le

Everyone was concerned about your health.
@ supporter /sa'poita(r) n. XA, M
e sense /sens/ n. B, EFHE
ey

o taste /teist/ n. devk; A v FF
7R &), T 9 This fish is very

e outdated /aut'dertid/ adj. it

tasty adj.
tasty.

o confuse /kan'fjuz/ ve. 1&:REL, 1HHEH
R, BB Words like “be-
lieve” and “receive” are a source of confu-
sion in spelling.

confusion n.

¢ insist /m'sist/ v. "BH, BHIAA
W35 44 She was insistent on
taking me with her.

Xiey, e

insistent adj.

o tough /taf/ adj.
124t
toughness n. #ik, B4

A8y

o suitable /'siuitobl/ adj. Ehty, EHH
unsuitable adj. RiEA4), RABFRE) The tie
is unsuitable for the occasion.

e mercy /'maisy/ n. %, xR
merciful adj. 1=&#%, REH
merciless adj. £AR K-S, AR

e guy /gav n. Ftk, A

according to 4%, 1RiE

the other way (about / around)
AARR F X, AR

come up K&

ahead of f£----- ZA#, &F

after all PLEIK, HE

at the mercy of
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direct A %49

straightforward 32%45, ART 449
generous R4, K74
innocent R A #9

awkward Kikag

enthusiastic # &)

gentle F=igty, EAvth

kind F=ied, Fned

gracious F¥49, Feiked

mild BEAety, Foda
reasonable i&1F A
considerate #AME&y, 4RITEY
thoughtful # &R 2]4g, 4Kixtd
tolerant 2549

Comprehension

A. Pair Work

earnest AF&), wE
modest A 89

patient F %384

humorous #¥Keg, KR

shy A6y, Ak

timid A8, A28

sociable A28y, RIFHh
aggressive "HuHi& ALY

pushy #3&4FaEed, L FE3He
sensitive #&%4y

blunt A&y, AZT TH8
impatient REHHAY, #RZFSH
proud Hr#tad

Complete the following sentences orally according to the text.

1. What is the good thing for men that the author sees in women’s liberation?

The good thing for men in women’s liberation is that

The author of the article thinks so because

. Why does the author of the article think a woman needs no help getting in and out of cars?

3. Why does the author of the article recommend that out of love and respect, a man should

walk on the inside?

That is because

again”?

He felt confused because

Why did the author feel very much confused when his wife said to him “You did it

o



