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THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO

ARABIC PHILOSOPHY

Philosophy written in Arabic and in the Islamic world rep-
resents one of the great traditions of Western philosophy.
Inspired by Greek philosophical works and the indigenous
ideas of Islamic theology, Arabic philosophers from the ninth
century onwards put forward ideas of great philosophical and
historical importance. This collection of essays, by some of
the leading scholars in Arabic philosophy, provides an intro-
duction to the field by way of chapters devoted to individ-
ual thinkers {such as al-Farabi, Avicenna, and Averroes) or
groups, especially during the ‘classical’ period from the ninth
to the twelfth centuries. It also includes chapters on areas of
philosophical inquiry across the tradition, such as ethics and
metaphysics. Finally, it includes chapters on later Islamic
thought, and on the connections between Arabic philosophy
and Greek, Jewish, and Latin philosophy. The volume also
includes a useful bibliography and a chronology of the most
important Arabic thinkers.
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He has written extensively on the transmission of Arabic learning
to the West and has edited several Latin translations of Arabic texts.

CHARLES E. BUTTERWORTH is Professor of Government and Pol-
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NOTE ON THE TEXT

Please note that all names in this volume are given in full translitera-
tion (e.g., al-Farabi, not Alfarabi or al-Farabi), except for Ibn Sina and
Ibn Rushd, where we defer to tradition and use the familiar Latinized
names Avicenna and Averroes. The same goes for all Arabic terms;
thus we write Isma‘ili rather than Ismaili, Qur’an rather than Koran,
etc. We have generally followed the transliteration system used in
the International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, but used the
simplest transliteration conventions possible: the feminine ending
tda’ marbiita is always written —a, and the definite article is always
written al-.

There is a numbered bibliography at the end of this book. Chapter
authors refer both to items in this bibliography and to unnumbered
works specific to their chapters.
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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR PHILOSOPHERS
IN THE ARABIC TRADITION

The following is a list of the dates of the major philosophers and
other authors in the Arabic tradition who are mentioned in this vol-
ume, in approximate chronological order according to the date of
their death. The main sources used in compiling this set of dates
are The Encyclopaedia of Islam [16], Nasr and Leaman [34], and C.
Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Literatur, 5 vols. {Leiden:
1937—49). (Note that the dating of the Epistles of Ikhwan al-Safa’ is
disputed. For a discussion see Encyclopaedia of Islam [16], vol. I,
1072-3). Dates are given in A.H. (the Muslim calendar) followed by
C.E. Jewish authors’ dates are given in C.E. only. Dates elsewhere in
this volume are generally given in C.E. only. For conversion tables
between the two calendars, see G. S. P. Freeman-Grenville, The Mus-
lim and Christian Cdlendars, 2nd edn. {London: 1977). Figures from
the twentieth century are not included here; for these thinkers see
chapter 19. The editors thank David Reisman for corrections and
suggestions.

Sergius of Resh‘ayna (d. 536 C.E.)

Ibn al-Mugqaffa’ (d. 139/757)
Al-Mugammas, Dawid (early gth c.)
Masha’allah {d. ca. 200/815)

Ibn al-Bitriq (fl. ca. 200/815}

Aba al-Hudhayl (d. ca. 226/840)
Al-Nazzam (d. between 220/835 and 230/845)
Al-Himsi, Ibn Na‘ima (fl. ca. 215/830)
Al-Kindi (d. after 256/870)

Ibn Ishaq, Hunayn (d. ca. 260/873)
Al-Balkhi, Abi Ma‘shar (d. 272/886)
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Chronology of major philosophers

Ibn Qurra, Thabit (d. 288/901)

Ibn Haylan, Yuhanna (d. 297/910)

Ibn Hunayn, Ishaq (d. 298/910-11)

Ibn Liga, Qusta (ca. 205/820-300/912)

Al-Jubba’i, Abu ‘Ali (d. 303/915-16)

Al-Dimashgi, Abi ‘Uthman (d. early 4th/10th c.)
Al-Razi, Abu Bakr (d. 313/925)

Abt Tammam (4th/10th c.}

Al-Balkhi, Abu al-Qasim (d. 319/931)

Al-Jubba‘i, Aba Hashim {d. 321/933)

Al-Razi, Aba Hatim (d. 322/934)

Al-Balkhi, Abu Zayd (d. 322/934)

Al-Ash’‘ari, Abu al-Hasan (d. 324/935-6)

Ibn Yiinus, Abu Bishr Matta (d. 328/940)

Gaon, Saadia (882-942)

Al-Nasafi, Muhammad (d. 332/943)

Al-Farabi (d. 339/950-1)

Israeli, Isaac (d. 955)

Ikhwan al-Safa’ (The Brethren of Purity) (4th/10oth c.)
Al-Sijistani, Abt Ya‘qub (d. ca. 361/971)

Ibn ‘Adi, Yahya (d. 363/974)

Al-Sirafi, Abu Sa‘id (d. 369/979)

Al-Sijistani (al-Mantiqi), Aba Sulayman (d. ca. 375/985)
Al-Andalasi, Ibn Juljul (d. after 377/987)

Al-‘Amiri (d. 381/991)

Tbn al-Nadim (d. either 385/995 or 388/998)

Ibn Zur'a, Aba ‘Ali ‘Isa (d. 398/1008)

Al-Kirmani, Hamid al-Din (d. ca. 412/1021)

‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1024-5)

Ibn Miskawayh {d. 421/1030)

Avicenna (Ibn Sini) (370/980-428/1037)

Ibn al-Haytham (Alhazen) (d. ca. 432/1040)

Ibn al-Tayyib, Abu al-Faraj (d. 434/1043)

Al-Bironi (d. 440/1048)

Ibn Gabirol, Solomon (Avicebron) (102158 or 1070)
Ibn Hazm (d. 456/1064)

Ibn Marzuban, Bahmanyar (d. 459/1066)

Ibn $a‘id al-Andalasi, Aba al-Qasim $a‘id (d. 462/1070)
Ibn Mattawayh (d. 469/1076-7)



Chronology of major philosophers xvii

Nasir-i Khusraw (d. ca. 470/1077)

Al-Shirazi, al-Mu’ayyad fi al-Din (d. 470/1077)
Al-Juwayni, Imam al-Haramayn (d. 478/1085)
Al-Lawkari, Aba al-Abbas (fl. 503/1109-10)
Al-Ghazili, Aba Hamid (450/1058-505/1111)
Al-Nasafi, Aba al-Mu‘in (d. 508/1114-15]

Ibn Bajja (Avempace) (d. 533/1139)

Halevi, Judah (d. 1141)

Al-Baghdadi, Abu al-Barakat (d. after 560/1164-5)
Ibn Da’ud, Abraham (ca. 1110-80)

Ibn Tufayl (d. 581/1185-6)

Suhrawardi (549/1154-587/1191)

Averroes (ibn Rushd) (520/1126-595/1198)
Al-Bitriji (fl. ca. 600/1204)

Maimonides (1135 or 1138-1204)

Al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din (d. 606/1210)
Al-Baghdadi, ‘Abd al-Latif (d. 628/1231)

Ibn ‘Arabi (560/1165-638/1240)

Ibn Yunus, Kamal al-Din (d. 639/1242)

Ibn al-Qifti (d. 646/1248)

Falaquera, Shem-Tov (d. ca. 1295)

Al-Abhari, Athir al-Din (d. 663/1264)

Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a (d. 668/1270)

Al-Tasi, Nasir al-Din (d. 672/1274)

Al-Katibi, Najm al-Din al-Qazwini (d. 675/1276)
Ibn Kammiina, Sa‘d al-Din (d. 1277)
Al-Baydawi (d. 685/1286 or 691/1292)
Al-Shahraziri, Shams al-Din (d. after 688/1289)
Albalag, Isaac (late r3th c.)

Al-Shirazi, Qutb al-Din (d. 710/1311)

Al-Hilli, al-‘Allama (d. 726/1325)

Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728-9/1328)

Gersonides (Levi ben Gerson) (1288-1344)
Al-Isfahani, Mahmaud (d. 749/1348)

ALIji (d. 756/1355)

Ibn al-Khatib (d. 776/1375)

Al-Taftazani, Sa‘d al-Din (d. 792/1390)

Ibn Khaldiin (732/1332-808/1406)

Crescas, Hasdai (d. ca. 1411)
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Isfahani, Ibn Torkeh ($3’in al-Din) (d. ca. 836-7/1432)
Dashtaki, Sadr al-Din (d. 903/1497)
Dawwani, Jalal al-Din (d. 907/1501)
Al-Dimashqi, Muhammad b. Makki Shams al-Din
(d. 937/1531)
Dashtaki, Ghiyath al-Din Mansur (d. 949/1542)
Mir Damad (d. 1o41/1631)
Mulla Sadra (Sadr al-Din al-Shirazi) (979/1571-1050/1640)
Al-Lahiji (d. 1072/1661)
Sabziwari (d. 1289/1872)
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