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PREFACE

Juvenile delinquency is one of the most complex, interesting, and challenging phenomena
in the United States. Newspapers, television, and radio bombard us with accounts of juve-
nile misbehavior and crime that range from truancy to first degree murder. Consequently,
youths who violate the law receive considerable attention from law enforcement officials,
social agencies, criminologists, and social and behavioral scientists.

This book is guided by the basic premise that juvenile delinquency is inherently social
in nature. It is a social concept, part and product of the society in which it occurs. Thus, any
meaningful discussion of delinquency must be expressed in a sociological framework that
views it in relation to the normative processes and societal responses that define it. More
specifically, this book approaches delinquency as it relates to and emerges from the youth’s
family, neighborhood, school, peer group, social class, and overall cultural and social envi-
ronment.

Rather than aligning this analysis to any particular theoretical perspective, we used an
eclectic sociological approach that integrates elements from a wide spectrum of causal the-
ories. Thus, we have attempted to present delinquency in its broadest sociological context.
This approach should give the reader a growing awareness of and sensitivity to the social na-
ture of human behavior, whether it be socially adjudged as conforming or nonconforming,
normative or deviant, acceptable or unacceptable, good or bad, or some paradoxical mix-
ture of these seemingly antithetical evaluations.

This sociological work has been enhanced by the inclusion of some important contri-
butions of social workers, criminologists, psychologists, and other specialists who have
sought to understand, explain, control, and prevent juvenile delinquency. The reader will
note that each section of the book is carefully grounded in knowledge and research and uni-
fied by the sociological theme that delinquency must be viewed within its social context.

The book is organized in a format that guides the reader through an unfolding sequence
of interrelated dimensions of the study of juvenile delinquency: conformity, causes, collec-
tive behavior, and social control. Each part begins with a brief introduction which includes
basic sociological concepts and ideas related to the topical theme of that section. For exam-
ple, Part I Conformity, Deviance, and Juvenile Delinquency, before addressing the problem
of juvenile delinquency, incorporates a brief introduction to sociology and the sociological
perspective. The normative system of society and the concepts of conformity and deviance
are introduced and explained. In Part II Causes of Juvenile Delinquency, students are first

xix
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introduced to the nature of scientific theory and the theory building process. Then. they are
presented with specific theories which attempt to explain the causes of delinquency. Part 111
Juvenile Delinquency in a Social Context begins by looking at the nature of social groups
and their impact upon individuals. It then proceeds to explore the influence of family,
schools, youth subculture, and gangs on juvenile behavior. The social control of juvenile
behavior is presented in the last two sections of the text. Part IV Social Control: The Juve-
nile Justice System includes detailed coverage of those arenas of social confrontation
encountered by recalcitrant youth: police contacts, juvenile courts, and community correc-
tional agencies. Part V Strategies for Dealing with Juvenile Delinquency begins with a sys-
tematic evaluation of the major classic and contemporary programs developed for the
prevention and treatment of delinquency in the United States. Part V concludes the book
with a challenging call for innovative revisions in the social and legal status of young people
and in our approach to the problem of juvenile delinquency.

Each of the five parts is divided into topically related chapters. Again, as in earlier edi-
tions of this book, each chapter begins with a list of Reading Objectives for that particular
unit of content. These alert the readers in advance to the specific learning expectations for
that chapter so that they may identify, extrapolate, and integrate major concepts while pro-
ceeding through the chapter. The learning objectives are reemphasized at the end of the
chapter through the use of Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion that are designed
to help prepare students for examinations and to stimulate class discussion. These teaching
and learning aids are reinforced by a comprehensive glossary at the end of the book that
includes definitions of key terms and concepts.

‘We have continued our use of three types of innovative and instructive boxes or sidebars
entitled: Concept Application, Cross-Cultural Focus, and Controversial Issue. Each chapter
contains one to three of these boxes, which have proved to be popular with students. The
Concept Application boxes apply abstract theoretical concepts to concrete situations facing
young people today. Cross-Cultural Focus boxes incorporate an international dimension pro-
viding examples of delinquency in other societies, cultures, and subcultures. Controversial
Issue boxes address some of the critical juvenile delinquency questions facing society.

Several new and important changes and additions are included in this fifth edition. For
example, all data on delinquents and delinquency derived from FBI Uniform Crime Reports
and U.S. juvenile courts, plus corresponding statistical analyses, have been updated. More-
over, we have inserted a Department of Justice Internet Website where assiduous scholars
may derive the most currently available crime/delinquency data. Also included in Chapter 3
is a “balanced perspective” section that focuses on the vast, underreported majority of youth
who generally conform to behavioral expectations of society and do not become delinquents.

Since 1994, there has been a significant decline in the number of juvenile arrests for
most crime categories. This trend as well as the recent series of violent school assaults com-
mitted by teenagers are closely examined in several relevant chapters of this edition. Exten-
sive new material on the motivation, activities, and numbers of gangs and gang members
have been incorporated into Chapter 12. Chapters 15 and 16 have been revised and aug-
mented with expanded sections on juvenile probation and aftercare, as well as creative new
treatment and prevention strategies for dealing with delinquents and their antisocial conduct.

Rather than compartmentalizing gender and racial involvement in delinquency in iso-
lated chapters, we have chosen to integrate these important topics throughout the book. In
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sum, this book provides a comprehensive examination of juvenile delinquency in a peda-
gogical style designed with our readers/students in mind.

While the authors assume final responsibility for the book, as with any other work of
this magnitude, many people made significant contributions for which we are indebted. We
would like to thank Mica Thompson and Lisa Busby for their “behind the scenes™ work.
Also, we appreciate the help, support, and encouragement from many friends and col-
leagues during our exciting fourteen-year journey through the five editions of this book.

Special thanks are extended to those who, through the years, have reviewed the entire
manuscript and made helpful and constructive suggestions for revision: Professor John A.
Arthur, University of Minnesota—Duluth; Professor Steven R. Cureton, University of North
Carolina—Greensboro; Professor Kathleen Heide, University of South Florida: Professor
Mark Mantyh, University of Wisconsin—-Milwaukee: Professor Stephanie Amedco Mar-
quez, Arizona State University; Professor Wilson R. Palacios, University of South Florida;
Professor Jerome Rosonke, Northern State University; Professor Raghu Singh, Texas A&M
University—-Commerce; and Professor Craig C. White, Fairmont State College.

We are also indebted to the editors, staff, and production affiliates of Allyn and Bacon
for their help and technical assistance with this fifth edition, especially Karen Hanson, Sarah
McGaughey, Karen Corday, Marjorie Payne, and Faye Whitney-Lussier. Finally, our most
heartfelt thanks and love go to Margaret Bynum and Jenny Bynum-Hilton, and to Marilyn,
Brandon, and Mica Thompson for their unwavering love, support, and encouragement.

J.LE.B.
W.E.T.



PHOTO CREDITS

p. 11, Jonathan Nourok/PhotoEdit: p. 16, © B. Daemmrich/The Image Works; p. 29, Y.
Momatiuk & J. Eastcott/Stock Boston: p. 39, Phil MvCarten/PhotoEdit; p. 44, © Ken Lax/
Photo Researchers, Inc.; p. 60, © B. Daemmrich/The Image Works; p. 72, ©Bob Daem-
mrich/Stock Boston: p. 81, © Jeff Greenberg/PhotoEdit; p. 104, Joseph Szabo/Photo Re-
searchers; p. 110, Elizabeth Crews/Stock Boston; p. 123, Corbis; p. 135, Bob Daemmrich
Photo, Inc.; p. 141, © Mark Richards/PhotoEdit: p. 163, Michael Weisbrot/Stock Boston;
p. 173, © Hazel Hankin/Stock Boston: p. 185, Peter Southwick/Stock Boston; p. 191, ©
Bob Strong/The Image Works: p. 194. © M. K. Denny/PhotoEdit; p. 211, © Mary Kay
Denny/PhotoEdit; p. 215, © Will Waldron/The Image Works: p. 218, Eugene Richards/
Magnum Photos, Inc.: p. 238, Bob Daemmrich Photo, Inc.; p. 247, Barbara Rios/Photo Re-
searchers, Inc.; p. 249, Paul Fortin/Stock Boston: p. 264, Elizabeth Crews/Stock Boston;
p. 274, © Mark Leffingwell/Boulder Daily Camera; p. 289, John Nordell/Index Stock;
p- 297, © Syracuse Newspapers/Gary Walts/The Image Works; p. 303, John Maher/Stock
Boston; p. 332, © Bob Sietz/Photo Researchers, Inc.; p. 339, Akos Szilvasl/Stock Boston;
p. 342, © A. Ramey/PhotoEdit; p. 366, James L. Shaffer; p. 371, © A. Lichtenstein/The
Image Works: p. 378, Rachel Epstein/PhotoEdit; p. 389, Billy E. Barnes/Stock Boston;
p. 396. Richard Hutchings/Photo Researchers, Inc.; p. 405, AP Wide World/Coshocton Tri-
bune, Dante Smith; p. 414, Blair Sietz/Photo Researchers, Inc.: p. 418, AP/Wide World
Photos: p. 434, Corbis; p. 453, Schuyler Photography/Stock Boston: p. 458, © A. Ramey/
Woodfin Camp & Associates: p. 464, © Tony Savino/The Image Works; p. 476, Spencer
Grant/Stock Boston; p. 490, Erika Stone/Photo Researchers; p. 493, Nita Winter/The Im-
age Works.



CONTENTS

Preface Xix

PART 1 Conformity, Deviance, and Juvenile Delinquency 1

Introduction: The Sociological Perspective and Focus
on Juvenile Delinquency 1

Chapter 1 Juvenile Delinquency: The Act, Actor, and the Audience 5
Reading Objectives 5
Introduction 5
What Is Juvenile Delinquency? 6
What Is a Juvenile? 6
What Is Delinquency? 8
The Legal Definition 10
Status Offenses 12
Problems with the Legal Definition 13
The Role Definition 14
Box 1-1 Controversial Issue: “Child or Adult?” 15
Problems with the Role Definition 18
The Societal Response Definition 19
Problems with the Societal Response Definition 20
A Synthesized Definition of Delinquency 2]
Summary 2]
Box 1-2 Cross-Cultural Focus: The Cultural and Legal Definitions of “Child”
and “Juvenile Offender” in Other Nations 22
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 24
References 24



vi Contents

Chapter 2 A Sociological Overview: Society, Norms, Conformity
and Deviant Behavior 26
Reading Objectives 26
Introduction 26
The Sociological Perspective 27
The Social Nature of Humans 28
The Social Imperative 28

Social Interaction 30
Social Interdependence 31
Social Organization 32
Norms 32
Sources of Norms 33
Social Consensus 33

Social Conflict 33
Folkways and Mores 34
Folkways 34

Mores 35
Normative Behavior: Conformity 36
Deviant Behavior: Nonconformity 38

Negative Aspects of Deviance 40
Box 2-1 Cross-Cultural Focus: Conformity, Deviance, and Delinguency

among Native Americans 41
Positive Aspects of Deviance 43
Juvenile Delinquency 46
Summary 48
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 49
Box 2-2 Concept Application: “Deviance or Conformity?” 49

References 50

Chapter 3 The Dimensions of the Delinquency Problem 52
Reading Objectives 52
Introduction 52
Juvenile Delinquency Data 53
Validity and Reliability 54
Validity 54
Reliability 54
Official Sources of Delinquency Information 55
FBI Uniform Crime Reports 55
Juvenile Arrests for Specific Offenses 58
Status Offenses 58
Male and Female Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 59
The Racial and Ethnic Factor in Juvenile Delinquency 62
Place of Residence and Arrest Statistics 64
Juvenile Court Statistics 65
Methodology 65
Findings 66



Contents

vii

PART 11

Chapter 4

The Composite Delinquent Profile: Typical or Stereotypical? 69
Limitations of Official Delinquency Data 70
Arrest Statistics 70
Juvenile Court Statistics 71
Unofficial Sources of Delinquency Information 71
Self-Report Studies 71
Box 3-1 Concept Application: **Undetected and Unreported Delinquency:
The Missing Statistics” 73
Victimization Surveys 77
Box 3-2 Controversial Issue: Juvenile Violence: Guns and the
U.S. Constitution 79
The Magnitude and Trends of Juvenile Delinquency 81
Addendum: A Balanced Perspective on Youth 83

Box 3-3 Cross-Cultural Focus: Juvenile Delinquency in Russia 84
Summary 86
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 86

References 87

Causes of Juvenile Delinquency 91

Introduction: Theory and the Etiology of Juvenile Delinquency 91

Biological Explanations of Juvenile Delinquency 95
Reading Objectives 95
Introduction 95
The Link between Biology and Behavior: Myths and Folklore 96
The Classical School of Criminological Thought 97
Deterrence Theory 98
The Positive School of Criminology 98
Twentieth-Century Constitutional Typologies 100
The Continuing Search for the Biological Connection 101
Box 4-1 Concept Application: “An Ugly Girl” 102

Gender 103
Race and Ethnicity 105
Age 106

Maturation Theory 107
Genetic Crime Causation: The XYY Hypothesis 108
Diet and Deviant Behavior 109
Box 4-2 Cross-Cultural Focus: The Study of Twins and Adopted Children
in Scandinavia 110
Brain Malfunctions 112
Sociobiological Explanations 114
Summary and Conclusion 115
Box 4-3 Controversial Issue: Heredity Versus Environment in Deviant
and Delinquent Behavior 116



viii Contents

Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 117
References 118

Chapter 5 Psychogenic Explanations of Juvenile Delinquency 122
Reading Objectives 122
Introduction 122
The Psychogenic Approach 124
The Discovery of the Unconscious 125
The Formation of Personality 126
Freudian Theory as an Explanation of Crime and Delinquency 126
Psychoanalysis 127
Projective Tests 127
The Rorschach Ink-blot Test 128
Projective Tests and Homicidal Children 128
Delinquent Acts as Symptoms 130
Conduct Disorders 131
Other Psychogenic Explanations of Juvenile Delinquency 132
Early Theories of Feeblemindedness 132
Box 5-1 Controversial Issue: The Debate Over Television Violence, Childhood
Personality Development, and Criminal Behavior 133
Neurological Abnormalities 135
The Flawed Personality 137
The Psychopath/Sociopath 138
Distinctive Patterns of Criminal Thinking 139
Adolescent Identity Crisis 139
Insufficient Moral Development 141
A Psychological Typology of Delinquency 143
1. Impulsive Delinquency 144
1. The Unsocialized Aggressive Child 144
2. The Self-Centered Indulgent Delinquent 144
3. The Psychopath 145
4. The Sexual Pervert 145
I1. Neurotic Delinquency 145
1. The Inadequate Delinquent 146
2. The Crystallized Delinquent 146
III. Symptomatic Delinquency 146
1. The Kleptomaniac 146
2. The Pyromaniac 147
3. The Sexual Delinquent 147
Criticisms and Limitations of the Psychogenic Approach 148
Critique of Theoretical Assumptions and Concepts 148
Critique of Research Methodology 148
Box 5-2 Concept Application: The Psychological and Social Impacts on Victims
of Crime and Delinquency 149
Critique of Psychogenic Applications to Crime and Delinquency 150
Summary 151



Contents ix

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 152
References 152

Sociological Explanations of Delinquency: Social Strain and Cultural Transmis-
sion Theories 156
Reading Objectives 156
Introduction 156
Theory 157
Social Strain Theories 158
Durkheim’s Concept of Anomie 159
Merton's Theory of Anomie 159
Cohen’s “Delinquent Boys™ 161
Cloward and Ohlin’s “Delinquency and Opportunity™ 162

Contributions of Social Strain Theories 164
Criticisms and Limitations of Social Strain Theories 165
Cultural Transmission Theories 167

Sellin’s Theory of Culture Conflict 167
Box 6-1 Controversial Issue: Social Structure as a Proposed Cause of Urban Crime
and Delinguency 168
Burgess’ Concentric Zone Theory 169
Shaw and McKay's “High Delinquency Areas™ 172

Miller’s Focus on Lower Class Culture 172

Contributions of Cultural Transmission Theories 174

Criticisms and Limitations of Cultural Transmission Theories 175
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 177

Box 6-2 Concept Application: “Searching for Causal Explanations of Contemporary
School Shootings” 178
References 179

Sociological Explanations of Juvenile Delinquency: Social Learning and Social
Control Theories 181
Reading Objectives 181
Introduction 181
Social Learning Theories 183
Sutherland and Cressey’s Theory of Differential Association 183
Glaser’s Concept of Differential Identification 184
Akers’ Theory of Differential Reinforcement 186
Contributions of Social Learning Theories 186
Criticisms and Limitations of Social Learning Theories 187
Box 7-1 Concept Application: “Going into the Automobile Business” 188
Social Control Theories 190
Reckless” Containment Theory 192
Sykes and Matza’s Techniques of Neutralization 193
Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory 195
Contributions of Social Control Theories 196



X Contents

Chapter 8

PART III

Chapter 9

Box 7-2 Controversial Issue: Religiosity and Juvenile Delinquency 197
Criticisms and Limitations of Social Control Theories 200
Box 7-3 Cross-Cultural Focus: Criminality Among the Children of Immigrants
in Western Europe 201
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 202
References 202

Sociological Explanations of Juvenile Delinquency:

Labeling and Radical Theories 205

Reading Objectives 205

Introduction 205

Labeling Theories 206
Early Contributions to Labeling Theory 207
Tannenbaum’s Concept of “Tagging” 208
Lemert’s Primary and Secondary Deviance 208
Becker’s Developmental Career Model 209
Contributions of Labeling Theory 210
Criticisms and Limitations of Labeling Theory 212

Box 8-1 Concept Application: Juvenile Delinquency as Creative Short-Term

Hedonism: “Crime Is Fun!” 214

Radical Theories 215
The Marxian Heritage 216
Quinney’s Social Reality of Crime and Delinquency 217

Greenberg’s Focus on Adolescent Frustration 218
Schwendingers’ Instrumental Theory 219
Contributions of Radical Theories 221
Criticisms and Limitations of Radical Theories 222
An Overview of the Sociological Explanations 224
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 224

Box 8-2 Controversial Issue: The Continuing Quest for a General Theory
of Juvenile Delinguency 225
References 227

Juvenile Delinquency in a Social Context 229
Introduction: Collective Behavior and Social Groupings 229

The Family and Juvenile Delinquency 233

Reading Objectives 233

Introduction 233

The Changing Role of the Family 233

Increasing Importance of the Nuclear Family and the Creation
of “Adolescence” 235

The Family as an Agent of Socialization 236



Contents xi

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Working Mothers and Juvenile Delinquency 237
Box 9-1 Controversial Issue: Latchkey Children: Independence
or Neglect 239
Other Family Variables and Juvenile Delinquency 241
Social Class 241
Family Size and Birth Order 242
Family Interaction 244
Parental Discipline 245
Broken Homes and Delinquency 248
The Family and Delinquency Prevention 251
Box 9-2 Concept Application: The Role of the Family in Preventing
Delinquency 252
Summary 253
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 254
References 254

Schools and Delinquency 259
Reading Objectives 259
Introduction 259
The School as an Arena 260
Schools and the Socialization Process 260
Juvenile Delinquency and the School Experience 261
Schools as a “Screening Device” 263
Box 10-1 Cross-Cultural Focus: Self-Concept and Delinquency Among Chinese
School Children 265
Box 10-2 Controversial Issue: Dealing with the Problem of Truancy 269
Schools as “Combat Zones” 271
Vandalism and Destruction 271
Violence and Personal Attacks 272
School Safety and “Zero Tolerance” 276
School as Bureaucracy 276
Schools and Delinquency Prevention 277
Summary 279
Concept Integration: Questions and Topics for Study and Discussion 280
References 280

The Youth Subculture 285
Reading Objectives 285
Introduction 285
Culture, Subcultures, and Countercultures 286
The Creation of a Youth Subculture 286
Box 11-1 Cross-Cultural Focus: A Canadian Youth Subculture 288
Role of the Youth Subculture 288
Distinctive Elements of the Youth Subculture 291
Youth Values 291



