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A Basic Course in English (VI)

by Shen Baogqing

torward to getting back to work. A lot

Unit §: Jobs 1 of my work is hard and boripg. But
in spite of the hard work, I still enjoy
being a policeman. I'd never think of
doing anything else.

Lesson | . A millionaire: I'm a millionaire. In fact.
I'm one of the richest men in the world.
[ can't say that I enjoy being so rich
but I think I'd enjoy being poor even
less. People say I'm not a very happy

Different People, Different Jobs

Do people like their jobs? Now let’s man. I don’t suppose I am. I remem-
hear what they have to say: ber being happy only once in my life.
That was just after I'd made my first

A nurse: I'm a nurse and I don't earn very million. I remember my wife saying,
much money at all. In fact, I have a “Isn’t life wonderful? We're rich™ Life

lot of difficulty in just making ends

meet. . ’But I like bemg' a nurse. 1 sup- money doesn’t solve all your problems.
pose it’s because 1 enjoy helping peo-

. . * i i 1
ple. Being a nurse is hard work. It But T don tI,mmd hz}!]vmg the ptrob ems
means working all sorts of hours. And as long as I've got the money, too.

it isn’t very pleasant sometimes. There
are all sorts of things I don't enjoy. WORD LIST:

isn’t really so wonderful. Having

For_exarpple I dop't enjoy seeing peo- noun verb adjectives prep. conj.
ple in pain. Working ten hours or more ] . .

a day in a hospital isn’t much fun, but pain earn pleasant  in spite of
at least you know you’re doing some- sort solve boring as long as

thing worthwhile.
& v fun bear worthwhile

A pop star: | earn about £60,000 a year.
Being a pop star means ail sorts of )
things. It means, I can do what I want audience  mind
to do. For example, I hate having to millionaire stop . . . from
get up early. I can’t stand working in
offices or in factories. 1 can’t bear

pop star stand less

problem doing sth.

having to work at fixed hours. I like look forward to

playing in front of large audiences.

That’s why I enjoy being a pop star. EXPRESSIONS: -
A policeman: I'm a policeman. Not many in fact all sotts of

people like policemen. They say we're as we say make ends meet

always stopping people from doing what

they want to do. But I like my job. for example at_least

When I'm on holiday, I always look (not) at all / (ot), any more

1 .



STRUCTURES TO LEARN:

1.

2.

3.

The
1)

2)

The
1y

2)

to make ends meet

to
to
to
to
to
to

gerund
as object:

1 like being a nurse.

I enjoy helping people.

I hate having to get up early.

It means working all sorts of hours.

I can't stand working in offices.

1 don’t mind having the problems
as long as | have the money.

1 can't help laughing.

I remember being happy only once
“in my life.

I remember my wife saying this.

I never think of doing anything
else.

I always look forward
back to work.

[ am used to getting up early in
the morning now.

to getting

as subject:

Being a nurse is hard work.
Working ten or more hours a day
isn't much fun.
Having money doesn’t
your problems.

solve all

noun clause

as object:

Let’'s hear what they have to say.

I can do what I want to do.

They always stop people from doing
what they want to do.

Do you see what I see?

I am interested in what he told me.

I don’t suppose I anm.

I can’t say that I enioy it

as subject (or predicative):

What he said is true.

This is what he told me.

That is why I enjoy it.

They are called ‘“white collar
workers” for the simple reason
that they wear a collar and tie
to go to work. (appositive
clause)

(infinitive without
to)

make somebody laugh

make somebody cry

watch somebody do ir (doing)

see somebody do- it (doing)

notice somebody do i

hear somebody do it (doing)

to
to
to
to

ORAL

I.

let somebody do it

have somebody do it
help somebody (to) do it
find somebody doing it

WORK ON THE TEXT

Find out about a nurse —-
Ask questions about:

6)

the money a nurse earns

whether she can make ends meet
whether she likes being a nurse and
why

whether being a nurse
pleasant

the things she likes (does not like)
doing or enjoys (does not enjoy)
doing

whether she s proud of her job

is easy or

Find out about a pop star
Ask questions about:

1)
2)

3)

4)
5)

0)

how much he earns a year
whether he has to worry about
money

whether he can do what he wants
to do

what it means to be a pop star
the things he hates or can’t
(stand) doing

the things he likes or enjoys doing

bear

Find out about a policeman -
Ask questions about:

I

how people feel about policemen

2) why they feel this way

3) whether policemen are nice people

4) how this policeman feels about his
work

5) why he looks forward to getting
back to work when he’s on holiday

6) whether a policeman’s job is hard
and boring

7) whether he enjoys it and why

8) whether he would like to do some-
thing else

Find out about an imaginary million-

aire —

Ask questions about:

1)

2)
3)

4)

whether a millionaire enjoys being
rich

how he would feel about being poor
whether he is happy or can ever
reinember being so

whether rich people are always
happy
whether having money solves all

his probjems; if not, why not?



S. Talk about:

1) the advantages and disadvantages of
being a nurse, a policeman, a pop
star or a millionaijre

2) the things each of them enjoys and
likes doing and the things each of
‘them hates or can’t bear doing

6. Imagine you are interviewing a nurse,
a policeman, a factory owner, or a pop
star and make each of the four passages
in Lesson 1 into an imaginary inter-
view.

Lesson 2

The Double Life of Alfred Bloggs

These days, people who do manual
work often receive far more money than
clerks who work in offices. People who
work in offices are called *“white-collar
workers” for the simple reason that they
usually wear a collar and tie to go to work.
Such is human nature, that a great many
people are often willing to give up higher
pay for the privilege of becoming white-
collar workers. Alfred Bloggs was such a
person, who worked as dustman for the
Ellesmere Corporation. He was willing to
be paid less for the privilege of becoming
a white-collar worker.

When he got married. Alf was too em-
barrassed to say anything to his wife about
his job. He simply told her that he worked
for the Corporation. Every morning, he
left home dressed in a fine black suit. He
then changed into overalls and snent the
next eight hours as a dustman. Before re-
turning home at night, he took a shower
and changed back into his suit. Alf did
this for over two years and his fellow dust-
men kept his secret. Alf's wife never dis-
covered that she married a dustman and
she never will, for Alf has just found an-
other job. He will soon be earning only
half as much as he used to, but he feels
that his rise in status is well worth the loss
of money. From now on. he will wear a
suit all day and others will call him “Mr.
Bloggs,” not “Alf.”

WORD LIST:
noun verb
Alfred (Alf) spend

white-collar worker discover
collar give up

tie
reason
nature
privilege
dustman
fellow dustmen adjective
junior clerk double
corporation manual
suit simple (simply)
overalls willing
shower human
secret worth
status a great many
loss

EXPRESSIONS:

keep one’s secret

be (well) worth something
be willing to do sth.
from now on

STRUCTURES TO LEARN:

1.

too . . . to ...

so . . . that . . .

such a . . . that . ..

Alf was too embarrassed to say any-

thing.

I was too tired to go on.

He was so embarrassed that he couldn’t
say anything.

I was so tired that I couldn’t go on.
It was such an embarrassing situation
that he couldn’t say anything.
Such is human nature that a great many
people are willing to give up higher
pay for the privilege of becoming

white-collar workers.

The future continuous tense
He will be earning only half as much
as he used to.
He will soon be working in an office
as a junior clerk.
The continuous tenses (a comparison):
He is packing now.
He will be riding in the train to-
morrow at 4 o’clock.
He is working on the report now.
He was working on the report yes-
terday morning. )
He has been working on the report
for thirty hours.
He had been working on the re-
port before I came.



ORAL WORK ON THE TEXT:

-1, Put questions to the text and give an-
Swers.

2. Topics for retelling:

1y
2)
3)
4)

5)

1)
2)

3)

white-collar workers and blue-collar
workers

-Alfred Bloggs was ashamed of being
a dustman

Mrs. Bloggs’ idea of a respectable
job

Alf had something to hide from his
wife

It is hard for a man to lead a double
life

Retell the text:

in the first person

in the words of Alf's wife. ‘Mrs.
Bloggs

in the words of one of Alf's fel-
low dustmen

EXERCISES

1. Read the following words and phrases:

2.. Rapid reading:

1) too good to be true
too tired to go on
too embarrassed to say anything
too good a job to lose
too hard a nut to crack

2) That’'s what 1 want.
That’s just what we need.
What he said is true.
What I have is yours.
What you have is mine.
1 mean what I say.

I say what I mean.
I see what you mean.

3) A jazz Chant:

Personal Questions
Where were you born?
I'd rather not say.
Where are you from?
I'd rather not say.
How tall are you?
How much do you weigh?
I'd rather not say.
How much rent do you pay?
I'd rather not say.
How much do you make?
I'd rather not say.
Why aren’t you married?
I'd rather not say.
Why don’t you have children?

I'd rather not say.
Where were you last night?
Why weren’t you home?
Did you come home alone?

1) trying to get the right word-stress:
million exercise embarrass
millionaire excellent privilege
problem worthwhile  prepare
example remember preparation

overalls (n.) politics
overall (adv.) political
policeman corporation

2) paying attention to rhythm:

0 . 0 )
make ends meet
Keep his secret
find a job
call him Alf
wear a suit
take a shower
take a bath
earn some money
not at all
not any more
such a person
rise in status
loss of money

Did you have a good time?

Did you see a good play?

Did you go to a concert?
I'd rather not say.

3. Complete the following sentences with

a gerund:

1) I enjoy (like, love, hate) . . .

2) He can’t stand (bear) . . .

3) Pleasc stop . . .

4) He suggested . . .

5) I don’t remember . . .

6) I remember my mother . . .

7) Being a Party member means . . .
8) Are you thinking of . . .

9) We are looking forward to . . .

10) He is used to . . .

11) 1 don’t feel like . . . just now.

12) He never passes my house without
13) . . . doesn’t solve all your problems.
14) . is being like at home.




4. Rewrite the following sentences, using:

so . . . that
such . . . that . . . (where possible)
MODEL: He is too young to work.

1) He is so young tha’ he cannot
work.
2) He is such a young boy that

he cannot work.

1) The boy is too small to reach the
top shelf.

2) The girl was too nervous to speak
coherently.

3) They are too young to know what
is good for them.

4) The singer’s voice is too weak to
reach the audience at,the back row.

S) We have too little time to do all

these things in.

Multiple choice:

1) If he doesn’t do it.

a) TI'll make him to do 1.
b) I'll make him does it
¢) TI'll make him do it.
2) Seeing is
a) to believe. I'l have to see
everything for myself.
b) believing. I'll have to see
everything for myself.
¢) believed. I'! have to see
everything for myself.
3) He is a kMl-joy. He always stops
people
a) from doing what they want to
do.
b) in doing what they want to do.
¢) to do what they want to do.
4) A pop star is never afra:d of
a) playing in the front of large
audiences.
b) playing in front of a large au-
dience.
c¢) to play in front of large au-
diences.
5) Jack has got a rise in his pay. Now
he earns
a) twice as much as he was used
to.
b) twice as much as he used to.
c¢) twice more than he is used to.
6) We are looking forward to
a) the day when we’ll meet again.
b) meet each other again.
¢) be meeting each other again.

5

fere

7) a) Does the picture worth sceing?
b) Is the picture worth seeing?
¢) Is the picture worth to see?

8) He makes 100 dollars a month and
spends more than he earns. He
hardly
a) make ends meet.

b) makes end meets.
c¢) makes ends meet.
9 Don is
a) such a stupid boy that he can’t
tell left from right.

b) a such stupid boy that he can’s
tell left from right.

¢) such stupid a boy that he can’t
tell left from right
10) Don is
a) so stupid boy that he can’t tell
left from right.

b) so stupid a boy that he can’t
tell left from right. )

¢) so a stupid boy that he can’t

tell left from right.

Topics of oral composition:
1) The kind of job I like

2) Satella wants to change her job
3) He is a square peg in a round hole
4) 1 know what I'm studying for

The following passages are for your re-
nce:

What Kind of a Job I Want

A secretary — I would like to be a magazine

editor. They have a glamorous life, and
at the same time they are doing some-
thing useful. Besides, they have au-
thority over people working under them.
A magazine editor is important.

A nurse — I would love to have a nice re-

An

gular job from 9 to 5, with weekends
and holidays off. 1 am a nurse. In my
profession there are no holidays, no
weekends; we have to work at night
and.at all hours. Hospitals never close.

exporter — I really like the job I have.
I find it interesting and exciting. We
export heavy machines and trucks to all
parts of the world. I meet people from
the Far East, South America, and the
Middie East. 1 learn so much by talk-
ing to them.



An office employee — What 1 really want
is a job in a travel agency. Why? Be-
cause if I did work there, I would have
an opportunity to go back home and
see Glasgow again. [ call Scotland
“home” because that’s where my family
comes from. [ know Glasgow well.

A medical student —1 know exactly the
career | want to have, and that’s what
I am studying for. | want to be a doc-
tor. I want to be like Dr. Golding; he
is a good man, a brilliant doctor, and
he taught me to love medicine.

7. Topics for discussion:

1) The advantages and disadvantages
of being a blue-collar worker or a
white-collar worker.

2) Your idea of a good job.

3) The things you like (or, hate) doing.

4) One of the problems in the four
modernizations of our country — too
many square pegs in round holes.

READING COMPREHENSION
Black Boy

“Black Boy™ is the autobiography of
Richard Wright, a black American writer.
The scene below describes how he gets a
job at an optical company.

Read the story and

1) dramatize it;

2) retell the story in the first person,
turning the direct speech in the
story into indirect speech.

I held a series of jobs for short periods.
quitting some to work elsewhere, being
driven off others because of my attitude,
my speech, the look in my eyes . ..

One jobless morning I found [ went to
my old classmate, Griggs, who worked for
a Capital Street jeweller. He was wash-
ing the windows of the store when I came
up to him. .

“Do you know where I can find a job?”
1 asked.

He looked at me with scorn.

“Yes, I know where you can find a
job,” he said, laughing.

“Where?”

“But I wonder if you can hold it,” he
said.

“What do you mean?" I asked. “Where’s
the job?”

“Take your time,” he said. “You know,
Dick, I know you. You've been trying to
hold a job all summer, and you can’t. Why?
Because you’re impatient. That’s your big
fault.”

I said nothing, because he was repeating
what I had already heard him say.

“Well,” I said, egging him on to speak.

He grew sober. “There’s an optical
company upstairs and the boss is a Yankee
from Illinois. Now, he wants a boy to work
all day in summer, mornings and evenings
in winter. He wants to break a coloured
boy into the optical trade. You know alge-
bra and you’re just cut out for the work.
I'll tell Mr. Crane about you and I'll get in
touch with you.”

“Do you suppose I could see him now?”
I asked.

“For God’s sake, take your time!” he
thundered at me.

“Maybe that’s what's wrong with ne-
groes,” I said. “They take too much time.”

I laughed, but he was disturbed. I
thanked him and left. For a week [ did
not hear from him and I gave up hope.
Then one afternoon Griggs came to my
house.

“It looks as if you've got a job,” he
said. “You're going to have a chance to
learn a trade. But remember to keep your
head. Remember you’re black. You start
tomorrow.”

“What will I get?”

“Five dollars a week to start with;
they'll raise you if they like you,” he ex-
plained.

My hopes grew. Things were not quite
so bad. after all. | would have a chance to
learn a trade. The next morning I was out-
side the office of the optical company long
before it opened. 1 was reminding myself
that T must be polite, must think before I
spoke, must think before [ acted, must say
‘yes, sir; no, sir,’ that I must so conduct
myself that white people would not think
that 1 thought I was as good as they. Sud-
denly a white man came up to me.

“What do you want?” he asked me.
“I'm reporting for a job, sir,” I said.
“0.K. Come on.” )

I followed him up a flight of steps and
he unlocked the door of the office. 1 was
a little nervous, but the young white man’s
manner put me at ease, and I sat and held




my hat in my hand. A white girl came in
and began punching the typewriter. Soon
another white man, thin and grey, entered
and went into the back room . . Finally
a tall, red-faced white man came in, shot
me a quick glance and sat down at his desk.

“You're the new boy, eh?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Let me get my mail out of the way
and I'll talk with you,” he said pleasantly.

“Yes, sir.”

Half an hour later Mr. Crane called me

to his desk and questioned me closely about
my schooling, about how much mathematics
I had had. He seemed pleased when I told
him that I had had two years of algebra.

“How would you like to learn
trade?” he asked.

“I'd like it fine, sir.
better,” I said.

He told me that he wanted to. train a
Negro boy in the optical trade; he wanted
to help him, guide him. I tried to answer
in a way that would let him know that I
would try to be worthy of what he was
doing. After introducing me to the other
peoplie in the firm Mr. Crane satd: *“Now,
boy, let’s see how clean you can get this
place . . . "

this

I'd like nothing

Unit 6: Cities

Lesson 1
Foreign Visitors in New York

Many people say that New York City
is the world’s biggest, tallest, most and best
of everything. Whether you agree or dis-
agree, you must admit this is a remarkablke
collection of people, buildings and activities.

First of all, New York has the tallest
buildings in the world, the twin towers of
the World Trade Center. Each of them is
110 stories high. Radio City Music Hall
seats 6,200 people. It is certainly the world’s
largest movie theater.

As a center of commerce and industry.
New York has no equal. There is an un-
ending flow of goods and people into and
out of the city. It also has a huge popula-
tion. There are more than eight million
people in this rather small area.

Every year thousands of foreign visi-
tors come to New York City. Most of them
fly into Kennedy Airport, but some- of them

arrive by ship. Many visitors have some
bad experiences at first. They can’t find
taxis, and when they do, the fare is ex-
pensive and the drivers are rude.

The visitors are amazed when they see
the New York skyscrapers. They notice the
crowded streets and the smog in the air.
They wvisit Wall Street, the home of the
stock exchanges and large banks. They walk
down Fifth Avenue, which boasts an ele-
gant collection of clothing stores, and step
over the dirt and garbage in the street. They
fight the crowds at a Broadway show or
Radio City Music Hall, and they walk until
their feet are sore. If they are lucky, they
don’t meet any muggers or pickpockets, but
they know the city is dangerous.

If the visitors’ language isn’t English,
they find it very difficult to make them-
selves understood. They have to use their
hands and facial expressions to do so.

When they leave, the visitors take many
different impressions with them. They think
New York is exciting and fast-moving, and
they also remember its bad points. They
say., “Even if New York does not have the
biggest and best of everything, it certainly
seems to have the most crowded. [t’s a nice
place to visit, but I wouldn't want to live
here.”

Fill in the following blanks with arti-
cles where necessary (Do this exercise before
reading the text.)

Foreign Visitors in

New York

Many people say that New
York City is world’s biggest, tall-
est, most and best of everything.

Whether you agree or disagree, you must
admit this is remarkable collec-

tion of people, buildings and ac-
tivities.

As center of com-
merce and industry, -
New York has no equal. There is B
unending flow of goods and

people into and out of
city.
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Every year thousands of pickpocket
: foreign visitors come to New flow expression
\ York City. Most of them fly into goods impression
" Kennedy Airport, but some of them arrive experience Kennedy Airport
by ship. Many visitors have Wall Street
some bad experiences at first. fare Fifth Avenue
They can’t find taxis, and when skyscraper Broadway
‘they do, fare is expensive and smog Radio City Music Hall
drivers are rude. verb adjectives
visitors are amazed when boast remarkable
they see New York skyscrapers. step over expensive
They notice crowded streets and rude
smog in air. They visit amazed
Wall Street, home of elegant
stock exchanges and sore
large banks. They walk down dangerous
Fifth Avenue, which boasts ele- facial
gant collection of clothing stores, fost-moving
and step over dirt and garbage in
street.  They fight
crowds at Broadway show or EXPRESSIONS:
Radio City Music Hall, and they Whether you agree or disagree {or not)
walk until their feet are sore. If they are It has no equal.

lucky, they don’t meet any muggers or
pickpockets, but they know STRUCTURES TO LEARN:

city 1s da'n‘gerO\‘Js. o 1. the superlative degree of adjectives:
If visitors’ language Isn't New York City is the world's biggest.
English, they find it very diffi- tallest, most and best of everything.

Even if New York does not have the
biggest and best of everything, it
certainly seems to have the most

cult to make themselves understood. They
have to use their hands and facial expres-
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sions to do so. N crowded.
When they lea've, J— visitors He is one of the best students in this
take many different impressions with them. schoof, if not the best.
They think New York is exciting 3 Mos
and fast-moving and they also remember its < ost
bad points. They say, “Even if 1) That is the most exciting part of
i Err— the story.
biggest . . .
New York does not ‘have. —_— g8 2) It is most kind of him to come and
and best of everything, it certainly seems see us.
to have most crowded.  It’s 3) Most people prefer autumn to win-
nice place to visit, but I wouldn’t ter.
want to live here. 4) He spends most of his time read-
ing.
3. of construction with determiners or
WORD LIST: quantifiers:
noun 1) all of the students -

—all of them

collection stock exchange

commerce dirt most_oingt;tt: (S)tfu?}?;t:
industry garbage many of the students
equal muggar — many of them




a lot of the students
—a lot of them
lots of the students
— lots of them
much of the water
— much of it
half of the students
— half of them
some of the students
— some of them
any of the students
—any of them
several of the students
-— several of them
a few of the students
—a few of them
few of the students
— few of them
a little of the water
— a little of it
little of the water
— little of it
both of the students
— both of them
either of the students
—either of them
neither of the students
— neither of them
none of the students
— none of them
(or: all the students
half the students
both the students)

Cf. all students

most students (not) much water
a lot of students a little water
lots of students little water

many students
some students
(not) any students
a few students
few students

both students
either student
neither student

no student(s)

2) a (remarkable) collection of people
an (elegant) collection of clothing

stores

an unending flow of goods and peo-
ple

a great (large, small) number of
people

a great (good) deal of water

‘it’ as object:

They find it difficult to make them-
selves understood. ]
I think it necessary to inform him of
this.

He considers it important to break the
news to her.

EXERCISES ON THE TEXT:

1. True or false:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9

10)

According to the author, New York
has the best of everything in the
world. « )
People from all countries go to New
York, so you can see people of
different colours and races there. It
is a cosmopolitan city. « )
The World Trade Center is a sky-
scraper. It is the tallest building
in New York. « )
Radio City Music Hall is the
world’s largest movie theater. ( )
There are more people in New York
than any city in China. ( )
Kennedy Airport in New York is
named after John F. Kennedy, the
late president of the United States.

« )
Wall Street is famous all over the
world.  This is the street where
bankers and stock brokers go every
day. « )
In Broadway you find fashionable
clothing stores. 1It's a shopping
center. ( )
New York City is a dangerous place
in a sense that there are too many
car crashes and road accidents.

« )
People don’t mind going to New
York City for a visit but they don’t
think it’s a good place to live in,

« )

2. Correct the mistakes in the following
sentences:

1) The twin towers of the world trade

2)

center in New York are the tallest
building in the world. Each of the
twin towers are 110 stories high.
There are more than eight million
people in the rather small area of
New York City. So, even if New
York does not have the biggest and
best of everything, it certainly
seems to have the crowdest.



3)

4)

5)

Radio City Music Hall seats 6,200
people. It is one of the world’s
largest movie theaters, if not a
largest one.

They have put up many buildings
in the western suburbs recently.
Most buildings are six stories high.
Most expensive one of them all is

the Language Center for Asian
Students.
I found difficult to understand

And others couldn’t under-
stand me, too. It was most kind
of Mr. Jones to help me out. He
acted as my interpreter during my
stay in that city.

others.

3. Questions to the text:

D

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

)

8)
9)

10)

What do people say about New
York City? Do you agree?

In what part of the country is New
York City? Is it the capital of New
York State?

How do visitors get to New York?
What are the things that impress
the visitors most when they arrive
at this city?

Name some of the famous spots or
places of interest in New York
City.

What is Wall Street famous for?
And Fifth Avenue? And Broad-
way?

Is New York City a dangerous
place? In what way is it danger-
ous?

What is the weather like there?
What are the different impressions
visitors take away with them when
they leave?

The visitors don’t think they would
like to live in New York City. do
they? Why not?

4. Topics for retelling:

1))

2)
3)

4)
5)

6)

New York City has everything in
the superlative degree.

New York City is a dangerous place.
I wouldn’t want to live in New
York City.

A visitor’s first impressions of New
York City.
Compare
Shanghai.
Tell something about a big city you
know.

New York City with

10

5. Translate the following into English:
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3)

4)
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Lesson 2
A Tale of Two Cities

You will find that people in Britain are
verv proud  of their town citv.  They
like to feel that their town is a fine town,
a better town than any other. And they
like to pretend that other towns are dirtier
and uglier, and that people from their town
are smarter, cleverer and altogether better
than the pecople from neighbouring towns.

Some towns are rivals, towns like Edin-
burgh and Glasgow. for example. The Glas-
gow people say that the Edinburgh people
are less friendly, that they are cold in man-
ner. and that they are snobbish. more snob-
bish than people from other towns.

The people of Edinburgh say that the
city of Glasgow is much dirtier than Bdin-
burgh. They say. too, that the peopie are
much rougher than the Edinburgh people.

And sometimes they tell this story.
Once in Edinburgh they held a competition
with two prizes. The first prize was a




week’s holiday in Glasgow and the second

-prize a fortnight's holiday in Glasgow. Can

you see the joke?

But the people of Glasgow have an
answer. They tell about the fire in a town
half way between Edinburgh and Glasgow.
A passer-by called the police and the police
called the Fir¢ Brigades from Edinburgh and
Glasgow. The Glasgow Brigade reached the
scene first. The men worked faster and
faster, trying to put the fire out. But there
was still no sign of the firemen from Edin-
burgh.

And suddenly one fireman noticed a
stranger. The man was helping to carry the
buckets. “Hey!" shouted the fireman,
“Where do you come from?”

“] come from South America,” said the
man.

“Well, you've got here faster than that
Edinburgh lot,” said the fireman.

Fill in the following blanks with arti-
cles where necessary: (Do this exercise
before reading the text.)

A Tale of Two Cities

You will find that ___ people
in Britain are very proud of their
town or city. They like to feel that their
town is fine town, _ bet-

ter town than any other. And 'E;y—Iike 10
pretend that other towns are dirtier and
uglier, and that people from their
town are smarter, cleverer and altogether
better than people from
neighbouring towns.

Some towns are __ rivals.
towns like — FEdinburgh and
Glasgow, for example
Glasgow people say that Ldin-

burgh pcople are less friendly, that thev are

cold in manner, and that they are
more snobbish than people of
Glasgow.

people of _ Edin-
burgh say that city of
Glasgow is much dirtier than
Edinburgh. They say. too, that

11

people are much rougher than
Edinburgh people.

And sometimes they tell this story.
Once in Edinburgh they held
competition with two prizes.
first prize was week's

holiday in Glasgow and

second prize fortnight’s holiday in
Glasgow. Can you see

joke?

But people of Glas-
gow have answer. They tell
about fire in town half

way between Edin-
burgh and Glasgow.
passer-by called police and
police called Frie Brigadés from
Edinburgh and Glas-
ZOW. Glasgow Brigade reached

scene first, men worked

faster and faster, trying to put

But there was still no sign of
firemen from Edinburgh.
And suddenly one firemen noticed
stranger. man was
helping to carry buckets. “Hay!”
shouted fireman, “Where do you
come from?”
“I come from
rica,” said man.
“Well, you've got here faster than that

fire out.

South Ame-

Edinburgh lot™”, said fireman.
WORD LIST
noun adjective verb
rival ugly pretend
competition smart put out (a fire)
prize friendly shout
fortnight snobbish hold (held)
manner rough
joke neighbouring
passer-by adverb, etc.
fire brigade altogether
scene for example
fireman
sign
hucket
Edinburgh
Glasgow
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STRUCTURES TO LEARN:

1. Comparison:
" 1) more than (much more than/a lot
more than/far more than):

Their town is a better town than
any other.

Other towns are dirtier and uglier,
and people from their town are
smarter, cleverer and better
than the people from neigh-
bouring towns.

The Edinburgh people are less
friendly . . . they are more
snobbish than people from other
towns.

The city of Glasgow is much dir-
tier than Edinburgh .. . the
people are much rougher than
the Edinburgh people.

You've got here faster than that
Edinburgh lot.

2) as...as.../notso ..as. ..
(not as ... as .. .)

Their town is as dirty as any other.

The Edinburgh people are as
friendly as the people of Glas-

i
1
1
i
1

L e g7

gow.
He ran as far as his legs could
carry him.

it is as true as we are sitting here
in this classroom,

The Edinburgh people are not so
(as) rough as the people from
other towns.

They are not so (as) snobbish as
the Edinburgh lot.

3) not any more than . . . (no more
than . . . )
(You don't know French.) 1 know
no more French than you do.
(You don't like the weather here.)
1 don't like the weather here
i any more than you do.

(A beggar is poor.) He is no bet-
ter than a beggar.

2. The forms of the comparative and super-
lative degrees of adjectives and adverbs:

, 1) regular:

-er -est

rougher roughest

' smarter smartest
faster fastest

fatter
thinner
bigger
happier
friendlier
livelier

more

more serious
more snobbish

more interesting

fattest
thinnest
biggest
happiest
friendliest
liveliest

most
the most serious
the most snobbish
the most interest-
ing

§ -er or -est are added to those disyllabic
words ending with a vowel sound or
syllabic consonants [n], [m} and [I}:

cleverer-
narrower
commoner
simpler

cleverest
narrowest
commonest
simpliest

But: more stupid
more snobbish
more surprised

2) irregular:

good { - e
well ' better best
bad )
badly  — worse -~ Worst
it }
~— older — oldest
old — elder — eldest
many ) more — most
much |
little — less -~ least
far — farther -— farthest
— further — furthest

3. Some hints about the use of the definite

article:

1) with geographical names - no arti-

cle
Britain
Sweden
Norway
Pakistan
Belgium

Asia

Europe

South America
North America

Australia, etc.




