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Do you know?

s

What is gravity?
Who invented the first rocket?

Which two countries were involved in the Space
Race?

Who became the first man to walk on the moon?

What happened to Apollo 13 when it was heading
for the moon?

Who was China’s first astronaut to go into space?

Why do astronauts learn how to live in jungles and
deserts?

How do astronauts eat in space?

What is the ISS?

Read this book and find the answers to these and other
questions. Learn all about humankind’s journey to the
moon. You’ll be amazed!
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Sam’s grandfather gave him a telescope for his birthday.
Tonight he is going to look up at'the sky with his new
telescope for the first time.

" » . W
Sam is very excited because he loves the night sky and
now he’ll be able to see it be‘tgr He loves the stars,
planets and comets, but Sam’s favoutite thing is %e
moon. He really wants to go trlere one day. "
Samknows many stories about
the moon. In one, a beautiful
woman ca*jled Cha;;g’e flies to the
moon and lives there withsa jade
rabbit. In anotherﬁhere isaman in
the moon and you c&h see hjs face

when the moorhjs full.

NOTES

telescope / 'teliskovp / iR

comet / 'komit/ EE
jade /dzeid/ &
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# Samis reading a famous science

fiction story called From the Earth to
the Moo‘p. It was written in 1865 by
Jules Verne (1828-1905). One
hundred years later, the first real trip

+ to the moon was exactly as he

j 5 '
imagined! . Jules Verne

\

a7 NOTES

science fiction / 'sarons 'fik[an / BH£] /M
imagine / I'madzm / 2R
used to I EEE

Some people used to
think that the moon
was made of cheese.
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Sam knows quite a lot
about space. For
example, he knows that
astronauts float in space

because there is no

gravity.

Gravity makes planets pull things towards them. On
Earth, gravity keeps our feet on the ground and makes
anything we drop fall downwards. The moon’s gravity is
about 1/6 of the Earth’s, so walking on the moon is more

like half floating, half walking!

Because of the weak gravity
on the moon, you can kick a
football a VERY long way!

{ NOTES

astronaut / ‘mstrono:t / FAL A gravity / 'greeviti / 5| 1, #/OMR D
float / flovt / 7Z5%, %3 downwards / 'davnwadz / [@] ™




Sam learns more about the moon at school.

Moon Fact

Age About 4.6 billion years old, same as the Earth

Size

The diameter of the moon is 3,476 km. The Earth is
almost foun;times bigger.

Temperature As hot as 127°C and as cold as -173°C

Distance from

e About QB&;OOO km away

the Earth eltis migng about 3.8 cm away from the Earth each
year. %
* The moon orbits the Earth every 27.3 days. This is
Orbit called a lunar (meaning ‘moon’) month.

* The moon’s orbit is almost a perfect circle.

i - M Y

.

As the moon moves
around the Earth,

| its gravity pulls the
| water in our oceans
~ towards it. This
makes the water
move and causes
tides.

S R S it T TR S T SO

:@ NOTES

|
|
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diameter / dar'emito' / H12

distance / 'distons / BB %

orbit / 'o:bit/ :Z1THIE, FKEIEIZEIT
lunar / 'lune' / #E ARENZENER, FBHK

tide / taid / ¥4
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Sam also learns that the moon’s
surface has a lot of ‘holes’ on it. These
are called craters. They are formed

when rocks in space hit the moon.

There are craters on the Earth too but
often they are covered by water. Many people
worry that one day a big rock from space may hit the

Earth and kill many people. Some scientists think that this

is what happened to the dinosaurs.

This is a crater on Earth in the
US. It was made 50,000 years
ago and is 1,200 metres across!

©

NOTES

surface / 's3:fis / &k H

crater / 'krerto' / BRAI
dinosaur / 'damoso: / %
Mars / ma:z/ K&

once in a blue moon F#i&E

This is a crater on
the moon.

SPACE ROCK!

Ss——

It’s only once in a blue moon that |
you’ll get hit by a stone from space, | :
But it happened to an English girl 1

on 27 August, 2002. A small hot |

stone, about 5 c¢m long, fell from the

sky and landed on her foot, |

Scientists say it might have come |

from Mars!
’ ;
Once in a blye moon’ has come
t 3
0 mean “almost never’, A real blue
P :
oon is when there are two full
v
moon's in one month. This happens

every 32 months. !




Through his telescope, Sam can see craters on the moon.
He wonders what’s on the side of the moon that he can’t

see. He searches on the Internet.

ttp://www.moon.com
Live Home Page @ apple @ ools (© Apple Support (@ Apple Store @ Miorosoft MacTopia (@ MeN () Otfioe for Macintosh

Photographs are great, but Sam wants to see the far side

of the moon for himself. That means a trip in a rocket!

NOTES

spacecraft / 'sperskra:ft / 7&""%‘, ﬁfﬁi%ﬁ
rocket / 'rokit / X &F
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In a famous Chinese story, (1) . It is a rabbit. One
day, three wise old men changed themselves into very poor old men

and (2) . Both the fox and the monkey gave them
something to eat but (3) . The rabbit said he could
cook himself by jumping into the fire so (4) The
old men were so grateful that (5) . The rabbit then
became the Jade Rabbit and he still lives on the moon today.

' the old men could eat his meat

) the rabbit had no food

>} there is an animal living on the moon

| they let the rabbit live in the Moon Palace

. asked for food from a fox, a monkey and a rabbit







Today rockets take astronauts to the moon but for

hundreds of years, rockets were only used in war.
-

The Chinese invented the ﬁrst rocket around 1000 AD.

These rockets were bamboo tubes which were ﬁffecf with
gunyawc{er. By [ighting the gunpowder, the Chinese could

shoot arrows out qf the tubes. In 1232, the Chinese used the
‘arrows qf f(ying ﬁre’ to défeat the 'Mongofs. The ‘Mongofs

[ater introduced rockets to FEurope when tﬁey were at war

with Russia.

[ - tube / tjub/ &, &
gunpowder / 'gan pavds / K%
light /lart / & (K), S8R
arrow / 'rov / &

defeat / dr'fi:t/ T,
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