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Introduction

This dictionary contains approximately 14,500 words, phrases, and abbreviations
new to the Chinese language since about 1976 that appear in the general language

* -, press, especially in the People’s Republic of China. Three kinds of ‘new words' are

" toney (by whatever means possible outside one’s regular job); %4 4 7 fft (ming ma

documented in this collection. The first is a new coinage in the language such as #
A (t ku test bank (i.e., collection of test papers); B ohik (Jdo wai kuai to make

bido jia: with honest prlce tag dxsplayed (i.e., prices are not subject to bargaining);
R4 — it £ (qt bu da yi chu lai - in a fit of anger; raging in anger); A% % 3%
(ren cdi shi chang talent market; personnel exchange market); a‘iéii?ﬁi}z*ézﬁ-

- ol (.shc hu1 zhu y1 shi chang jing ji: socialist market economy); 2 %31 & (zhu chdo

¥In nido: establish a favorable investment climate to attract foreign capital). Entries
of this type account for the majority of words in this collection. The second kind of
‘new word' is established words that have taken on new meanings. &% (fan kur
feedback (e.g., of news, information); @ ¥ (kou zi: agency; organization;
administrative entity); d (non: developing nations); T # (xia hai: to go professional;
to go into the private sector economy) are examples of ‘new wine in old bottles’.
The third kind of ‘new word’ is words that went out of use after 1949, but have
recently been revived. Entries in this category include: £#F (sheng dan ka-
Christmas card), terms relating to the stock market, f# &% ¥ (jian kang bao xian:
health insurance), and the like. Some words coined outside of China also appear in
this dictionary. For example terms such as &% (Ju ying: video recording); % %
(mai jid : the buyer); ik (giu zheng: umpire; referee); and # 4 (qu gi° cookic)
are terms originally used regionally in Taiwan, Hong Kong and now in the mainland
100.Another example is Western words and concepts such as R (b1 d€ yuan
I the Peter Principle); % =+ =% M (di er shi er tigo jun gui: Caich 22); %. &,
& X% (hei se you mo: black humor ) that have become part of the modern
Chinese vocabulary.

This is not a ‘stand-alone’ dictionary because ‘old’ meanings of ‘new’ words are not
given here. For instance, the ‘old’ meanings for terms such as # %8 (dui zhdo :
compare; contrast); M ¥} (gu wen: advisor; consultant); # # (zuo zhan - to fight; to
do battle) are not included in this dictionary with their ‘new’ meanings of ‘to come
face to face with’; ‘useful guide; mentor (e.g., a book)'; and ‘to strive, to play a
match (or similar)’, respectively. This dictionary is intended to be used in conjunction

" with an authoritative Chinese - English dictionary, especially A Chinese - English

Dictionary (i %39 %, Beijing, Commercial Press. 1978, 56,000 entries) or the
MRM/Optitex Chinese - English Dictionary Database on CD-ROM (221,000 entries).



User's Guide

Arrangement

Pinyin: The overall arrangement is according to the Hanyu Pinyin (3Ui##4)
Romanization Scheme. The scheme is arranged alphabetically from ‘a’ to ‘zuo’.
Rather than having an appendix for words that begin with a Latin letter (e.g., A &,
KTV, T #) such entries appear immediately preceding their nearest Pinyin match
(e.g., T, ta).

Tone: Each Pinyin syllable is subdivided by the four full tones and the neutral or
unstressed tone (8 %),

Total number of strokes per character: If characters share the same Pinyin and
tone, the character with the fewest number of strokes is listed first.

Type of initiai stroke of the character: If characters share the same Pinyin, tone,
and number of strokes, the arrangement is determined by the initial stroke of the next
unique character. The sequence of strokes is as follows: horizontal stroke (=),
vertical stroke ( | ), stroke slanting to the left () ), dot ( ~ ), and hooked stroke ( Z).

To assist look-up, an entry index precedes the dictionary.

Abbreviations and Symbols

abbr abbreviation
collog colloquial

fig figurative

reg regional

tl transliteration
= see
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