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Exusite NN 0

Passage Reading

Directions: Read the following passages with proper pronunciation
and intonation, and then answer the examiners’ questions by what you

have learned from the passage.

ﬂ . In the United States almost everyone talks about time. People
spend a great deal of time explaining that there isn’t enough time.
There is always too little time to do what one wants, or to do what
one feels one should do.
Qs: 1. What do people talk about in the United States?

2. How do people feel about time?
As: 1. They talk about time.
2. They feel that there is always too little time to do what one

wants, or to do what one should do.

2 . Walt Whitman was not fully accepted during his lifetime as a
poet or as a person. To many nineteenth century readers his poems
did not sound like poems, and some of his ideas shocked the people
of his time.
Qs: 1. Who is talked about in the passage?

2. Why people in the nineteenth century did not fully accept

him as a poet or as a person?
As: 1. Walt Whitman.



2. To them, his poems did not sound like poems, and some of

his ideas shocked the people of his time.

3 . Every day, in all kinds of weather, many thousands of men and
women jog. Most joggers begin because they hear it is very good
exercise. Jogging makes the heart stronger and helps people lose
weight. It can also help them feel better about themselves.
Qs: 1. What do people do every day?

2. How does jogging help people?
As: 1. Many thousands of men and women jog.

2. It makes the heart stronger and helps people lose weight. It

can also help people feel better about themselves.

4} . What is the name of the science that deals with the study of
weather? It’s meteorology. Therefore, a person whose job is to
think and talk about what is going on high in the air is a meteorolo-
gist. We usually call him a weatherman.

Qs: 1. What is the name of the science that deals with the study of

weather?
2. What is another name for meteorologist?
As: 1. It’s meteorology.

2. It’s weatherman.

& . From childhood T was fond of reading and spent all the little
money I had on books. My father’s little library consisted chiefly of
books on religion. 1 read most of them, but as 1 was not going to
become a clergyman, I have often felt sorry that I had had no

72_-



chance to read more proper books.
Qs: 1. What was the writer fond of from childhood?
2. What were the major books that made up the father’s little
library?
As: 1. He was fond of reading books.
2. Religious books.

@ . Some errors that appear in inexperienced writers’ paragraphs
are serious because they confuse the message. However, some other
errors are serious because they make the writer seem ignorant or
stupid. If the reader feels this way about the writer, he will not be
interested in the writer’s ideas, no matter how good the ideas are.
Qs: 1. Why some errors in writing are serious?

2. What are some other serious errors mentioned in the

passage?

As: 1. Because these errors confuse the message.

2. Those errors that make the writer seem ignorant or stupid.

¥ . Two hundred years ago, many American farmers were always
moving on, farther and farther west. They found it cheaper to buy
a new acre than to fertilize an old one. But George Washington
loved the land he had, poor as much of it was. He was determined
to improve his large farm of 8,000 acres in Virginia.
Qs: 1. Why American farmers moved west?

2. What did George Washington do with his farm in Virginia?
As: 1. They found it cheaper to buy a new acre of land than to

fertilize an old one.



2. He was determined to improve his farmland.

@ . The standard dialect has some special functions. It is usually
used in print, and spoken by educated native speakers and used in
news broadcasts, official documents and publications and on other
formal occasions. It is also the variety that is normally taught in
schools and to non-native speakers learning the language.
Qs: 1. What is discussed in the passage? *
2. Can you give three examples for the usage of the standard
dialect?
As: 1. The standard dialect.
2. It is used in print, news broadcasts, official documents and
publications, spoken by educated native speakers, taught in

schools and to non-native speakers learning the language.

9 . English is a complex language, and there are few absolute rules
regarding sentence structure. But two essential elements of good
writing are precision and economy, and applying a few simple rules
of sentence structure can help you to achieve economy and precision
in your writing.
Qs: 1. What are the two essential elements of good writing?

2. What can help writers to achieve economy and precision in

their writing?

As: 1. They are precision and economy.

2. To apply a few simple rules of sentence structure.

Q0 . In the United States, most women work because they need to
—_— 4 _



work. Of all working women in the country, 25% are unmarried.

Nineteen percent are divorced or their husbands are dead. Eighteen

percent are married, but the husband’s income is less than
$ 10, 000 per year.

Qs: 1. Why most women work in the United States?

Can you give some specific reasons why women work?

As: They work because they need to work.

oo

Some work because they are unmarried and they need to
support themselves; some work because they are divorced
or their husbands are dead; some others work because their

husbands cannot earn enough to support the family.

I . In the United States, life is changing at an ever-faster pace.
People often move from one part of the country to another because
of their jobs, or sometimes even without any reason. But not all
Anmericans lead rootless lives. Many families are deeply attached to
a particular region where they have lived for generations.
Qs: 1. How is life changing in the United States?

2. Are all Americans lead rootless lives?
As: 1. Life is changing at an ever-faster pace.

2. No, many people live in the same place for generations.

A2 . The Student Union has recently agreed to set up a Swimming
Club. It aims to encourage swimming, to raise swimming standards
and to form a college swimming team. During the summer there
will be a number of lectures and demonstrations. Mr. Wu, the

swimming coach at Xi’an Physical Culture Institute, has agreed to

_5_



give training to the participants.

Qs: 1.
2.

AS: 1.

What has the Student Union decided to set up?

What are some of the purposes of setting up the Swimming
Club?

Who is Mr. Wu?

It has decided to set up a Swimming Club.

It aims to encourage swimming, to raise swimming stan-
dards and to form a college swimming team.

He is a coach at Xi’an Physical Culture Institute, who has

agreed to give training to the participants of the Swimming
Club.

A8 . Business letters in English have to follow a certain form.

They inform in a formal way. There is always a definite reason for

writing such letters. For example, we might want to ask for an ap-

plication, or order a pair of shoes. We need to state the reason

clearly and directly. This reason often comes first in the body of the

letter.

Qs: 1.
2.

3
AS: 1.
2

In what way should business letters inform?

What are some of the reasons for writing a business letter?

. Where should we put the reason in the business letter?

They should inform in a formal way.

. We might want to ask for an application, or order a pair of

shoes.

We should often put it first in the body of the letter.

¥} . The White House, the official home of the President of the
p— 6 —



United States, was designed by the architect James Hoban, who is
said to have been influenced by the design of a palace in Ireland.
The building was begun in 1792 and was first occupied by President
and Mrs. John Adams in November 1800. The house received its
present name when it was painted white after being damaged by fire
in 1814.
Qs: 1. Who designed the White House?

2. Who was the first president to occupy the White House?

3. When was the White House damaged by fire?
As: 1. The architect James Hoban.
2. President and Mrs. John Adams.
3

. It was in 1814.

A9 . The women’s liberation movement was started by women
who didn’t want to stand behind successful men. They wanted to
stand beside men, with the same chances for success. The move-
ment is quite new, and many American women do not agree with
its purposes. But it has already made several changes in both
women’s and men’s lives.

Qs: 1. Who started the women’s liberation movement?

2. How does the movement affect people’s lives?
As: 1. It was started by women who wanted to stand beside men,
with the same chances for success.

2. It has made several changes in people’s lives.

A8 . In reporting accidents, especially automobile accidents, the
reporter must use words carefully. Care must be exercised using

_7_



such words as crashed, collided, demolished , destroyed. Only mov-
ing objects collide and falling crafts crash. A statement that a per-
son is not expected to live should be reported as critically injured.
Fact reporting and careful language will help the reporter write
without expressing an opinion on the person responsible for an
accident.
Qs: 1. What should reporters do when reporting automobile
accidents?
2. What words can be used to mean a person who is not
expected to live in an accident?
As: 1. They must use words carefully.

2. The person can be reported as critically injured.

W . Some overseas visitors come to the Grand Canyon each year.
They like the boat ride down the Colorado River. They also like
bird watching and nature study. The overnight mule trip is an un-
forgettable experience for them. They collect fossils and study the
rock layers in the Canyon walls. In the evening, they have dinner.
They order steak, and they also have ice cream. There is plenty for
them to do at the Canyon.
Qs: 1. Who come to visit the Grand Canyon each year?

2. What are some of the activities preferred by the visitors?
As: 1. Some overseas visitors.

2. They like the boat ride down the Colorado River; they like

bird watching and nature study; they also like the overnight

mule trip.

A3 . The ancient Egyptians had nothing like our machines to lift
J— 8 —



