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KEY TO THE PRONUNCIATION

THE pronunciations given are those in use in the educated speech of southern England (the so-called ‘Received
Standard’), and the keywords given are to be understood as pronounced in such speech.

1. Consonants

b,d, £k L m,a,p,t, v, z have thesr wsual English values

¢ as in go (gav) - 9 as 1n thun (0in), bath (ba:0)

h ... ho! (hau) 6 ... thén (Sen), bathe (bei)

r ... run (ran), terrier (‘teri(r)) § ... shop (fop), dish (dif)-

(r) ... her (hx(r)) ) tf .:. chop (tfop), ditch (ditf)

8 t.. dce (sk), success (sok'ses) 3 ... vision ('vizon), déjeuner (degone)
w ... wear (weXr)) d3 ... judge (dsad3)

hw... when (hwen) g ... singing (‘'smug), think (Oigk)

3 -l yea (es) ng .. finger (inga(r))

(FORNIGN AND NON-SQUTHERN)

.(umh.mWn&o)
* R ... Fr. cogmec (kopak)
[ SN Ger u&(ax).Sc M(‘DX).SP
frijoles (frj'xoles)
¢ ... Ger.ich (s5); Sc. nisht (nigt)
Y ... North Ger. sagen (scyen)
¢ ... Afnkasns beardmarnetjie
(‘bazrtmansci)
¢ .. Fr. cuigine (kpsin)

Symbols in parentheses arc used to denote elements that may be omitted cither by individual speakers or in particular phonetic coptexts: ¢.g. bostle

Cbpi(a)l), Mercian ('majQ)on), sust (sG)ut), smprompiu (m'prom(p)tju), father (fa:be{r)).

I1. Vowels and Diphthongs

SHORT LONG

1 as in pat (pit), -ness, (-nis) 12 as 1n bean (bn)

€ ... pet (pet), Fr. sept.(set) a ... barn (ban)

= ... pat (pmt) % ... bom (bon)

A ... putt (pat) w ... boen (bu:n)

o ... pot(pot) ... bumn (bxn)

U ... put (put) e ... Ger. Schnee (fne:)
2 ... another (3'nato(r)) e ... Ger. Fihre (fun)
(3) ... beaten ('brt(a)n) x ... Ger. Tag (tak)

v ... Fr.si(m) a ... Ger. Sokn (zo:n)
e ... Fr. bébé (bebe) & ... Ger. Gosthe (‘gorta)
a ... Fr. man (man) y: ... Ger. grin (gry:n)
a ... Fr. bédtiment (batimd)

5 - Fr. homme (om) NASAL

o ... Fr eau(0) & &asm Fr fin (@2, f2)

e ... Fr. peu (po) & . Fr frnc (fd)

@ ... Fr. boeuf (beef) coeur (keer) 3 .. Fr bon(t3)

u ... Fr. douce (dus) & Fr un (&)

Y ... Ger. Mulier ('m1lor)

y . Fr. du(dy)

The incidence of man stress 13 shown by a superior stresa mark (') p ding the at
mark (), .. prmmmamn (pre,aansi‘etf(a)n).

For further explanation of the tnnncnpuon used, see Gawml Explanations, Volume 1.

DIPHTHONGS, ctc.

eu-mbqy(bu)
.. buy (la)

. bey (bmx)
.. ne(nsu)

. new (nav)
.. per (pa(r))
.. pair (per))
.. tour (wilr))
... bear (ba(r))

aB as 1a fery (‘fmon)
auy ... sour (ssua(r))

d syllable, and a secondary ‘stress by an ‘inferior strese



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

a (in Etym)
a(as a1850)
a

abbrev

abl

absol

Abstr

acc

Acct

AD

ad (in Etym )
Add

ady

Adv

ady

advb
Advt
Aeronaut

AF, AFr
Afr
Agric

Alb

Amer
Amer Ind
Anat

Anc. )
Anglo-Ind.
Anglo-Ir.
Ann.
Anthrop.,
Anthropol.
Antig. -

aphet.
app.
Appl.
Applic.
appos.
Arab.
Aram.
Arch.
arch.
Archzol.
Archit.

Arm.
assoc.
Astr.
Astrol.
Astron.
Astronaut.
attrib.
Austral.
Autobiogr.

AV.

B.C.
B.C.
bef.
Bibliogr.

Biochem.
Biol.

Bk.
Bot.

Bp.
Brit.
Bulg.

adoption of, adopted from~
ante, ‘before’, ‘not later than’
adjective

abbreviation (of)

ablative

absolute, -ly

(in_titles) Abstract, -s
accusative
{1n titles) Account

Anno Domns:

adaptation of

Addenda

adjective ~

(in titles) Aduam!e, -d, -s
adverb _ .
adyerbial, -]y
advertisement

(as label) in Aeronautics;
(1n titles) Aeronautic; -al, -s
Anglo-French

Africa, -n° :
(as label) in Agnculture,
(in titles) Agriculture, -al
Albanian

American

American Indian

(as label) in Anatomy,

(in titles) Anatomy, -tcal
(in titles) Ancient
Anglo-Indian
Anglo-]nsh

Annals

(as label) in’ Anthropology,
(in titles) Anthropology, -scal
(as label) in Antuquities,
(in titles) Antiquity
aphetic, aphetized
apparéntly -

(in titles) Applred

(in titles) Application, -s
appositive, -ly

Arabic

Aramaic- ¢

in Architecture

archaic

in Archaology

(as label) in Architecture,
(in titles) Architecture, -al
Armenian

association

in Astronomy

in Astrology

(in titles) Astronomy, -ical
(in titles) Astronautic, -s
attributive, -ly

Australian

(in titles) Autobiography,

-tcal
Authorized Version

Before Christ

(in titles) Brmsh Columbia
before

(as labe}) in Bibliography;
(in titles) Bibliography, ~ical
(as label) in Biochemistry;
(in titles) Biochemistry, -ical
(as label) in Biology;

(in titles) Brology, -ical
Book

(as label) in Botany;

(in titles) Botany, -ical
Bishop

(in titles) Britain, British

Bulgarian

Bull.’

¢ (as ¢ 1700)
c. (as 19th ¢)
Cal.
Cambr.
Canad.

Cat.
catachr.
Catal.

Celt.

Cent.- -
Cent. Dict
Cf., cf.

Ch

Ch;zm.

Chr.

Chron.
Chronol.
Cinemat.,

Cinematogr

Clin.

cl. L.

cogn. w.

Col. -~

Coll.

collect.

collog.
comb.
Comb.
Comm.
Communic
comp.
Compan.
compar.
compl.
Compl.
Conc.
Conch.
concr.
Conf.
Congr.
conj.
cons.
const.
contr.
Contrib..
Corr.
corresp.
Cotgr.

cpd.
Crit.

Cryst.
Cycl.
Cytol.

Da.
D.A.
D.AE.

dat.
D.C.
Deb.
def.
dem.
deriv.
derog.
Descr.
Devel.
Diagn.

dial.

(in titles) Bulletin

cirea, ‘about’

century

(ist titles) Calendar

(in titles) Cambridge
Canadian

Catalan

catachrestically

(in titles) Catalogue

Cettic

(in titles) Century, Central
Century Dtcuonary
confer, ‘compare’

Church

(as label) in Chemistry

(in titles) Chemistry, -1cal
(in titles) Christian

(in titles) Chronicle

(in titles) Chronology. -wcal

in Cmematography

(in titles) Clinical

classical Latin

cognate with

(intitles) Colonel, Colony

(1 titles) Collection

collective, -ly

colloquial, -ly

combined, -ing

Combinations

in Commercial usage

in Communications

compound, cemposition

(in titles) Compamon

comparative

complement

(in titles) Complete

(in titlesy Concise

in. Conchology

concrete, -ly

(in' titles) Conference

(in titles) Congress

conjunction

consonant

construction, construéd with

contrast (with)

(in titles) Contribution

(in titles) Correspondence

corresponding (to)

R. Cotgrave, Dictionarie of
the French and English
Tongues

.compound

(m titles) Criticism, Critical
in Crystallography

(in titles) Cyclopaedia, -ic
(in titles) Cytology, -ical

Danish

Dictionary of Americanisms

Dictionary of American
English

dative

District of Columbia

(in titles) Debate, -s

definite, -ition

demonstrative

derivative, -ation

derogatory

(in titles) Description, -tive

(in titles) Development, -al

(in titles) Diagnosis,
Diagnostic

dialect, -al

Dict.

dim.

Dis.

Diss.
D.OST

Du.

E.
Eccl.

Ecol.
Econ.

ed.
E.D.D
Edin.
Educ.

EE.
eg.
Electr.

Electron
Elem.
ellipt.
Embryol
e mid]
Encyel
Eng.
Engin.
Ent.
Entomol

erron.
esp.

Ess.

et al.
etc,
Ethnol.
etym.
euphem.
Exam.
exc.
Exerc.
Exper.
Explor..

f.
f. (in Etym.)

Some abbreviations listed here in italics-are also.in certain cases printed in roman type, and vice versa. -

Dictionary, spec , the
Oxford Enghsh Dictionary

diminutive

(in titles) Disease

(1n titles) Dissertation

Dactionary of the Older
Scottish Tongue

Dutch

East

(as label) 1n Ecclesiastical
usage,

(in titles) Ecclesiastical

i Ecolo

(as Iabel) 1n Economics,

(an titles) Economy, -ics

edition

English Dialect Dictionary

(1n titles) Edinburgh

(as label) in Education,

(in titles) Edlucation, -al

Early English

exempls gratia, ‘for example’

(as label) 1n Electricity,

(in nitles) Electricaty, -ical

(an nitles) Electronzc, -s

(1n titles) Element, -ary

elliptical, -ly

in Embryology

east midland (dialect)

(in titles) Enucyclopzdia, -1¢

England, English

in Engineering

in Entomology

(in titles) Entomology,
-logical

erroneous, -ly

especially

(in titles) Essay, -s

et alu, ‘and others’

et cetera

in Etlinology

etymology

euphemistically

(in titles) Examination

except

(in titles) Exerase. -5

(in titles) Experiment, -al

(in titles) Exploration, -s

feminine
formed on

f. (in subordinate .

entries)
fe;t!. (ra;ely f)
fig

Finn.

fl.

Found.

Fr.

freq.

Fris.

Fund,

Funk or

Funk’s Stand.
Dict.

G.
Gael.
Gaz.
gen.
gen.
Geogr.

form of

Freanch

feminine

figurative, -ly

Finnish

floruit, ‘lourished’

{in titles) Foundation, -s
French

frequent, -ly

Frisian

(in titles) Fundamental, -s

Funk and Wagnalls
Standard Dictionary

German

Gaelic

(in titles) Gazette
genitive

general, -ly

(as label) in Geography;
(in titles) Geography, -ical



Geol.

Geom.
Geomorphol.
Ger,

Gloss.

Gme.
Godef.

Goth.
Gort.
Gr.
Gram.

Gt.

Heb.
Her.
Herb.
Hind.
Hist.

hist.
Histol.
Hort.
Househ.
Housek.

Tbid.

Icel.
Ichthyol.
id.

ie.

tE.
Fllustr.
imit.
Immunol.
mp.
impers.
impf.
ind.
indef.
Industr.
inf.
tnfl.
Inorg.
Ins.
Inst.
int.

intr.
Introd.
Ir.
irreg.
It.

1449

(Jam.)
Jap
J00¢,
Irnl.
Jun.

Knowl.

l.

I..
lang.
Lect.
Less.
Let., Lett.
LG.
Lt -
Lit.
Lith.
LXX

m.

Mag.
Mougn.
Mal.
Man.
Managem.
Manch.
Manuf.
Mar.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

(as label) in Geology;

(in titles) Geology, -ical

in Geometry

in Geomorphology

German

Glossary

Germanic

F. Godefroy, Dictionnaire
de l'ancienne langue
frangaise

Gothic

(in titles) Government

Greek

(as label) in Grammar;

(in titles) Grammar, -tical

Great

Hebrew

in Heraldry

among herbalists
Hindustant

(as label) in History;
(in titles) History, -ical
historical

(in titles) Histology, -1cal
in Horticulture

(in titles) Household
(in titles) Housekeeping

Ibidem, ‘in the same book or
passage’

Icelandic

in Ichthyology

idem, ‘the same’

id est, ‘that is’

Indo-European

(in titles}y Hlustration, -ted

tmitative

in Immunology

imperative

impersonal

imperfect

indicative

indefinite

(in titles) Industry, -1al

infinitive

influenced

(in titles} Inorganic

(in titles) Insurance

(in titles) Institute, -tion

interjection

intransitive

(in titles) Introduction

Irish

irregular, -ly

Italian

{quoted from) Johnson’s
Dictionary

Jamieson, Scottish Dict.

Japanese

joculay, -Iy

(in titles) Journal

(in titles) Junior

(in titles) Knowledge

line

Latin

language

(in titles) Lecture, -s
(in utles) Lesson, -s
letter, letters

Low German
literal, -ly

Literary
Lithuanian
Septuagint

masculine

(in titles) Magazine

(in titles) Magnetic, -ism
Malay, Malayan

(in titles) Manual

(in titles) Management
(in titles) Manchester

in Manufacture, -ing
(in titles) Marine

masc. (rarely m.) masculine

Math.

MDu.
ME.
Mech.

Med.

med. L.
Mem.
Metaph.
Meteorol.

MHG.
midl.
Mil,
Min.

Mineral.
MLG.
Misc.
mod.
mod.L
(Morris),

Mus.

Mys!.
Mythol.

n.

N. Amer.
N. & Q.
Narr.
Nat.

Nat. Hist.
Naut.
N.E.
N.E.D.

Neurol.

neut. {rarely n.)
NF., NFr.

No.

nom.

north.

Norw.

n.q.
N.T.
Nu[l.
Numism.
N.W.
N.Z.

oby.

obl.
Obs., obs.
Obstetr.
occas.

OE.

OF., OFr.
OFris.
OHG.
Olr.

ON.
ONF.
Ophthalm.
opp.

Op!.
Org.
orig.

Ornith.

0S.
OSl.
O.7T.
Ouul.
Oxf.

p.
Palaogr.

(as label) in Mathematics;

(in titles) Mathematics, -al

Middle Dutch

Middle English

(as label) in Mechanics;

(in titles) Mechanics, -al

(as label) in Medicine;

(in titles) Medicine, -ical

medieval Latin

(in titles) Memoir, -s

in Metaphysics

(as label) in Meteorology;

(in titles) Meteorology, -ical

Middle High German

midland (dialect)

in military usage

(as label) in Mineralogy;

{in titles) Ministry

(in titles) Mineralogy, -ical

Middle Low German

(in titles) Miscellany, -eous

modern

modern Latin

(quoted from) E. E.
Morris’s Austral English

(as label) in Music;

(in_titles) Music, -al;
Museum

(in titles) Mystery

in Mythology

North

neuter

North America, -n

Notes and Queries

(in titles) Narrative

(in titles) Natural

in Natural History

in nautical language

North East

New English Dictionary,
original title of the Oxford
English Dictionary (first
edition)

in Neurology

neuter .

Northern French

Number

nominative

northern (dialect)

Norwegian

no quotations

New Testament

Nuclear

in Numismatics

North West

New Zealand

object
oblique
obsolete
(in titles) Obstetrics
occasionally
Old English
(= Anglo-Saxon)
Old French
Old Frisian
Old High German
Old Irish
Old Norse
Old Northern French
in Ophthaimology
opposed (ta), the opposite
(of)
in Optics
(in titles) Organic
origin, -al, -ally
(as label) in Ornithology;
(in titles) Qrnithology, -ical
0Old Saxon
014 (Church) Slavonic
0Old Testament
(in titles) Cutline
(i titles) Oxford

page
n Palzography

Palzont.

pa. pple.
(Partridge),

pass.
pa.t.
Path.

perh.
Pers.
pers.
Petrogr.
Petrol.

(Pettman).

Philol.
Philos.

phonet.
Photogr.

phr.
Phys.

Physiol.

Pict.
pl., plur.
poet.
Pol.
Pol.

Pol. Econ.

Polit.

pop.

Porc.

poss.

Port.

ppl. a., pple. adj.

pple.
Pr.

pr.
Pract.
prec.
pred.
pref.
pref., Pref.
prep.
pres.
Prine.
priv.
prob.
Prodl.
Proc.
pron.
pronunc.
prop.
Pros.
Prov.

pr. pple.
Psych.
Psychol.

Publ.

quot(s).
q.v.

R.
Radiol.
R.C.Ch.
Rec.
redupl.
Ref.
refash.
refl.
Reg.

vii

(as label) in Pal®ontology;

(in titles) Palzontology, -ical

passive participle, past
participle

- {(quoted from) E.

Partridge’s Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional
English

passive, -ly

.past tense

(as label) in Pathology;

(in titles) Pathology, -ical

perhaps

Persian

person, -al

in Petrography

(as label) in Petrology;

(in titles) Petrology, -ical

(quoted from) C. Pettman’s
Africanderisms

perfect

Portuguese

in Pharmacology

(as label) in Philology;

(in titles) Philology, -ical

(as label) in Philosophy;

(in titles) Philosophy, -ic

phonetic, -ally

(as label) in Photography;

(in titles) Photography, -ical

phrase

physical; (rarely) in
Physiology

(as label) in Physiology;

(in titles) Physiology, -ical

(in titles) Picture, Pictorial

plural

poetic, -al

Polish

(as label) in Politics;

(in titles) Politics, -al

in Political Economy

(in titles) Politics, -al

popular, -ly

(in titles) Porcelain

possessive

(in titles) Pottery

participial adjective

participle

Provengal

present .

(in titles) Practice, -al

preceding (word or article)

predicative

prefix

preface

preposition

present

(in titles) Principle, -s

privative

probably

(in titles) Problem

(in titles) Proceedings

pronoun

pronunciation

properly

in Prosody

Provengal

present participle

in Psychology

(as label) in Psychology;

(in titles) Psychology,
~ical )

(in titles) Publications

(in titles) Quarterly
quotation(s)
quod vide, ‘which see’

(in titles) Royal

in Radiology

Roman Catholic Church
(in titles) Record
reduplicating

(in titles) Reference
refashioned, -ing
reflexive

(in titles) Register



-viii LiST OF ABBREVIATIONS, SIGNS, ETC.

reg. regular str, strong Trop. (in titles) Tropical
rel. refated to Struct. (in titles) Structure, -al Turk. Turkish
Reminisc. (in titles) Reminiscence, -s Stud. (in titles) Studies Typoy., Typogr. i Typography
Rep. (in titles) Report, -5 subj. subject
repr. representative, representing  subord. ¢l. subordinate clause ult. ultimately
Res. (in titles) Research subseq. subsequent, -ly Unjv. (in titles) University
Rev. (in titles) Review subst. substantively unkn. unknown
rev. revised suff. suffix U.S. United States
Rhet. in Rhetoric superl. superlative U.S.S.R. Union of Soviet Socialist
Rom. Roman, -ce, -ic Suppl. Supplement Republics
Rum. Rumanian Surg. (as Iabel) in Surgery; usu. usually
Russ. Russian (in titles) Surgery, Surgical
S.V. sub voce, ‘under the word’ v., vb. verb
S. South 4 Sw. Swedish var(r)., vars.  variant(s) of
S.Afr. South Africa, -n 5.W. south-western (dialect) vbl. sb. verbal substantive
sb. substantive Syd. Soc. Lex. Sydenham Society, Lexicon Vertebr. (in titles) Vertebrate, -s
sc. . sctlicet, ‘understand’ or of Medicine & Allied Vet. (as label) in Veterinary
‘supply’ Sciences Science;
Sc., Scot. Scottish syll. syliable (in titles) Veterinary
Scand. (in titles) Scandinavia, -n Syr. Syrian Vet. Sci. in Veterinary Science
Sch. (in titles) School Syst. (in titles) System, -atic viz. videlicet, ‘namely’
Sc. Nat. Dict. Scottish National Dictionary V Voy. (in titles) Voyage, -5
Scotl. (in titles) Scotland Taxon. (in titles) Taxonomy, -ical v.str. strong verb
Sel. (in titles) Selection, -s techn. technical, -ly vulg. vulgar
Ser. Series Technol. (in titles) Technology, -ical v.w. weagk verb
sing. singular Telegr. in Telegraphy
Sk. (in titles) Sketch Teleph. in Telephony W, Welsh; West
Skr.. " Sanskrit (Th.), (quoted from) Thornton’s wd. word
Slav. Slavonic American Glossary Webster Webster's (New
S.N.D. Scottish National Dictionary  Theatr. in the Theatre, theatrical : International) Dictionary
Soc. (in titles) Society Theol. (as label) in Theology; Westm. (in titles) Westminster
Sociol. (as label) in Sociology; (in titles) Theology, -ical WGmc. West Germanic
(in titles) Sociology, -ical Theoret. (in titles) Theoretical Whks. (in titles) Works
Sp.” Spanish Tokh. Tokharian w.midl. west midiand (dialect)
Sp. {in titles) Speech, -es tr., transl. translated, translation WS. West Saxon
sp. spelling ' Trans. (in titles) Transactions
spec. specifically trans. transitive (Y.), (quoted from) Yule &
Spec. (in titles) Specimen transf. transferred sense Burnell’s Hobson-Jobson
St. Saint Trav. (in titles) Travel(s) Yrs. (in titles) Years
Stand. (in titles) Standard Treas. (in titles) Treasury ’
Stanf. (quoted from) Stanford Treat. (in titles) Treatise Zoogeaogr. in Zoogeography
Dictionary of Anglicised Treatm. (in titles) Treatment Zool. (as label) in Zoology;
Words & Phrases Trig. in Trigonometry (in tities) Zoology, -ica

Before a word or sense
+ = obsolete

Il = not naturalized, alien
4 = catachrestic and erroneous uses

Signs and Other Conventions

In the listing of Forms

1 = before 1100
2 = 12th c. (1100 t0 1200)
3 = 13th c. (1200 to 1300), etc.
5-7 = 15th to 17th century
20 = 20th century

In the etymologies

* indicates a word or form not actually found,
but of which the existence is inferred
:— = normal development of

The printing of a word in SMALL CAPITALS indicates that further information will be found under the word so referred to.

.. indicates an omitted part of a quotation.

(in a quotation) indicates a hyphen doubtfully present in the original; (in other text) indicates a hyphen inserted only for the suke of a line-break.

PROPRIETARY NAMES

THis Dictionary includes some words which are or are asserted to be proprietary names or trade marks. Their
" inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance nor any
other judgement concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial staff have established in the records of the
Patent Offices of the United Kingdom and of the United States that a word is registered as a proprietary name or
trade mark this is indicated, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied thereby:



SER

ser, obs. form of sgax v.

148z Cely Pagers (Carnden) 12z Lette hym [a horse] ron
in a parke tyll Hallowevd wnd then tzke hym wpe end ser
hym and lecce hym stead in the dede of whynter.
ser, obs. f. SEAR «., SIR; obs. Sc. . S0’3 2dv.; var.
SEER®.

ser., abbreviation of sZr.ES.

tsera. Mil. Obs. [?a. It. serra u tight place, vbl,
sh. . serrare to shout up, press.t wlino ¢
close quarters.

. 3892 Garrard’s 4rt Warze 7 'Nhick 21 the vera 374 close
1S VerY NECessand.

sera, obs. form of $T3R®, SERAL

iiserab (se'ra:b). Also sirab. [ad. Arub. sarab.]
A mirage.

a 1838 F. D. Hemans Wks. (1844) 111, 87 Suns of blusting
light perchance illume The glistening Serab which iliudes
his eye. x83¢ Penny Cyel. XV. 161/2 This kind of rirage is
not peculiar to Egypt; it is known in Persiz also, where 1t is
called Serab or Sir-ab (mirsculous wutery. 88;, Encyel.
Brit. XV1. so/z When ta: soil is Jarchad up the appeasance
of the mirage {serdb; s very common.

Serabena, var. SARAZAND.

Serabite, obs. form of SARABAITE.

serac (sa'rek). Also !isérac. I2. Swiss-Fr. séroe,
orig. the name of z kind of white cheese; the
transferred application was coubtiess suggested
by similitude of forra.] (See quot. 18¢8.)

1860 TYNDaLL Gluc. 1. vii. 53 These ridges are ofien cleft
by fissures..thus forming detached wowers of ice.. Foor-
note. To such towers the nume Séracsis applied. 1841 G. F.
WwicHr Jce Age N. Amer. 8 Fissures und seracs where the
glacier moves down the steeper nortion of its incline. :€c8
Eneyel. Sports 11. 54/i (Mourtaineering) Serar, & tower of
ice on a glacier, formed by the intersection of crevasses.
1900 Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. XXIX. 265 Wearhering
occurs where varistions of external tern>eraiure penerrate o
the bed-rack, as is purticularly the casc oetween the séracs of

lucial cascades. 1933 §. BUCHAN Prince of Capuivizy 1. iii. 92

hey came on ice-heids..and raountainous seracy which
would have puzzied an Alpire climber. 633 M. R0zE00
Poems 36 The snow falls, and the séracs; and the zreen
glucier-ice Moves dowa. 1963 G. CARR Lewker in Norway
vi. 124 On the furcher side of the right-hand ridge he couid
jus: see the upper séracs of the Bojumsbre. 1,7y C. KiLian
Icequake vi. 86 (iuge fields of seracs-—the ropugraphical
nightmare csused by intersecting crevasses.

serace, saraff, varient forme of sinal, ¢

seradeh, obs. var. s:5iRADD

. SRADDHA.
seraflin(e, var. tf. seraPnIN Obs. {4 coiaj.
serafic, obs. form of SERAPHIC.

serafile, variant of SERREFILE.

serafin, var. SERAPHIN Obs. (a coin); SERAPHIM.

seragiio (se'razljou). Also 6 sarralia, seralyo,
serraglio, 7 seraglia, seralia, seraiic, serraglio,
serralia, surralia, -va, zereglia, Pi. seragh. {a. it.
serraglioc—popuisr L. *serrdculum enclosure,
place of confinement (cf. med.L. serrécidum
fastening of a door), f. *serrére {wherce It
serrare, F. serrer, Sp. cerrar) for serdre to lock
up, close, f. sera lock or bolt. The It. word was,
from similarity of sound, uszd to render the
Turkish seréi lodging, pelace (see serar!). The
applications of the word which have beer
adopted in Eng. all relate to Turkey and e
East, but sorme of thern represent mereiy vhe
etymoiogical sense of the it. ward, whiie oizacs
owe their meaning wi:olly or partly to the
Turkish word. Cf. sgral', SERAIL.]
1. Enclosure, place of confinement.

i. The parr of @ Muslim qweiling-house (€57,
of the palace of a sovereign or great nobiej in
which the women are seciuded; the apartments
reserved for wives and concubines; & harem.

1581 RicH Farew. P j, The kynyg of Tunise . . causea her to
be put in the Cube, whiche is a place where he xeepeth his
Concubines (as the Turke doeth Lis in his Serraglio :sz{(] )
1588 Hickock tr. C. Frederick's Vay. 50 One principall wife,
which is kept in a Seralvo. ¥6:0 3. SON Asch. 1., i, Thou
shalt be the master Of my seraglia. #6024 MAasSinGax
Renegado . i, Can ! know my sister Moewde vp ia s
Serraglio..and not haste to send him To tne Deuri his
tutor? 1625 PURCHAS Pilgrims 1. 553 A ainswomian of his,
lining in the Zereglis. 1657 RAMESEY Ascrol. Resiorad 145 In
this our age we build niore Serrulias then Churcres. 1783
Gentl. Mag. LVIII i 100/z Shuading up wor ia
seraglios, and degrading them into an inferior ciuss of
beings. 387¢ Farnar Se. Peu! {i882) 233 The secrecy of
Oricatal seragiios.

4, serd

b. The inmnates of the harenn:
househoid.

1634 Sir T. Heraswer Tvav. trs Each house top spred
with Carpets, wheron slept & man and his peculiur Se;
1847 C. Bronte Jane Eyre xxiv, I would not exchange
one littie English girl {or the grana Turk’s whcle seraglo.

c. transf. and fig.

. 1672 DryDEN Assigneiion tv. i, This Key wiil wcax it ree
into the Seraglio of the Godly [se. the Nunnery,. {4

¢ polvoomces

Comedy, Win Her & Take Her 1v. i. 1§ He'le make the
Drawing-Room his Seraglio. 2709 Tatler No. 5o [5:
Woman was his mistress; and the whole Sex his Seraglio.
23933 Kon Ursrie Poet. Wis. i92: V. 298 Theoe 12 whoje
Seraglio mec Of fla’riag Lusts, which me beser. 1793
Wirkzs Corr. (1805) iV. 141 One grand-signior cock, with
a seraglio of sevea hens. :8ze Scort Monast. 1, The mighty
buil moved a: the nead of nis szraglio and their foliowers.
185 MoTLeY Neckerl. ii. (1868) 1. 48 A seragliv of rauids of
honour ministered to Henry's pleasures. 18z H. W.
ELvtorr Seal Isl. Alaska (18384) 18 The same indifference is
also exhibited by the male [fur-seal] to u!l that raay tfke
2oz, outside of tie bouadary of his seraglio.

v of e
{(169§) 1. :36 Near to the
ds the Seragiio where the wild beasts sre kept.
% Diery €5 380, 1645, I wert <o rhe Gherto,
wnere the Jewes cwell as in - suburde by thesnselues. .. 1
passed by the Piwzzu Judea, where their Seraglic begins.

I, = seRaI®.

3. A Turkish palace, esp. the palace of the
Sultan at Constantinopie. Now Hist.

18599 HarLuys Yoy. 11, 1. 290 The.. dayly paiments. . by
the Grund Signior. .to the Officers of his Scragiio or Court.
6o Da_am in Barly Voy. Lever: {lakluyc goc
The surs o doin joyne viose 10 the Cittde. Ibd. 61
The Grond Sinyors Courte, Called the su wLu R
Jonunson Kingd. & Commw. §59 The Hieusantest of any
Palace on the fuce of the eurth -zd by them the Port, or
Seraglio. i68x WHeLER Journ. Greece 1. 8o All about these
{zm are the Seoraglioes, or Countrey-hovses of thae groac
Men emong the Turks. 1728 ELiza Hevwoon tr. Mme. de
Somex's Boll» A. (1732) 11. 25x He wsas immediztely order'd
to come to the Sc:agi‘io. where he was receiv’d by tie Grand
Vister with 2!l imazinable rokens of Friendship and Esteera.
3877 Ereyel. Brit. Vi, 504/2 The remains of the Seraglio,
former palace of tha Ottoman suitans.

% 4. A place of accomrrodation for travellers.

1627 PukckAs Pilgrimage (ed. 1) 606 At euery tench course
a Seraglia or Plzce of lodging for Man and Horse. 283¢
Everyn Lzt fo R Boyls 3 Sept., At the other back froat a
plot walled in ¢f a comdpetant square for the conimon
seraglio disposed into & garcen.

15. & warchouse. 0bs.

1638 in Foster Eng. Fociories Indic {(1gog) ili. 230
Depositing those intended for Cembay ar.d Abmadabud in
the ‘scragha’. 1676 CovsL in Early Voy. Zevant (Hakluyt
Soc.) 168 On the shoar toWardes the factory seraglio is a fuir
f i 63z WiisiBr Yours. Greece 1. 42 The
Currens. Jase.. put into Ware-houses they cali Seraglio’s.
1713 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1. 160 Tthey are thrown thorow
a riole into the great Megazine, call’d the Seraglio.

16. 7 A barrack for a particular corps of the
Tarkish army; hence, a corps or zrade of
Turkish soldiers. Gbs.

w6ou Pory Leo’s Africa, exc. 385 They are czlied home
againe to the Seraglios of the Zamoglans (for so zre they
termed, till they be enrolled araong the lanissaries). 1613
Worron Let. tv 8 £ Bacor - Mar., The i
made & leavy . . of 5000 youths out of the Seragli. %
Monm. tr. Boccaitnd’s Advts. fr. Parnass. 1, xxxii. 57 1o give
the command of Armies..to men of the first or second
Seraglio. X

I11. 7. attrib. and Comb.: seraglio-gward, lady,
window; seragiio cake, 2 name given to a kind
of fancy bread.

x84 MERLE Dom. Dict. 6 *Seraglio Cake. 18sx SRELLEY
FHellas 114 Man the *Seraglio-guard! 1717 LAoYy M. W.
MonTtacu Lett. (18¢3) 1. 294 This is the chief guardian of
the *seraglio ladiss. Jbid. 325 The Grund Signior was gt the
*secayiio window.

Lernenil.
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Iserxil (so'ral). Forms: 7 sarray, sera, serawie,
Serray, suray, sucroie, 7, ¢ sarai, -ay, 8 serauee,
9 seraee, seray, -0y, 8- serai. [a. Turkish (orig.
Persian) serdi lodping, residence, palzce. Ci.
SERACLIC, SERAIL.]
1. In variocs Bastern countries, A building for
the accornmodsation of travellers; a caravansersi.
Tou, W in Purches Pilgrims (1625) 1. 434 By it the
great Saray, bes;des which are diuers oth.ers“wherein
diuers neare lodgings are to be let. ¢:6.6 Ibid. 520 Evesy
fiue or sixe Course, there are Seraes bufit..for the..
entertainraent of Trauellers. 1382 G. ForsTer Jowrn. (1798)
1. 74 The stzdonary tenants of the serauee. . approach the
traveller on his entcance. 1763 W. ooGes Trav. India 32
The lodgings of the travelier in India are tie serais, or
.. as they are cailed in Europe. 1800 Asiatic
Ainn. Reg. 281/1 A handsomne scray built of sione, 1848
Miwr Pol. Econ. Prel. Rem. (1879) 8 “The scraces for
traveilers..owe their existence to the enlightened self-
interest of the better order of princes. 187¢ W. WAKEFIELD
Happy Valley 35 These serais . . generally cansist of a large
square stone pulding. :8g§ Ouang (U.S) XXVI. 467/2 A
*Serai’ covers a space about 150 feet square or larger, and is
built zround & (uaGrangiier court wWih & COnlinucus

veranda.

+t&. ? A warehctse. = SEZRAGLIG 5. Obs.

¥64g in Foster Eny. Faciories ind. (1506} 103 The goods
have since been taxen to Bershanpur, and placed in the
cormfon ‘sera’.

2. A Turkisk pzlace; esn. the nzlace of the
Sultan at Constentinople,

1637 Morvson Jin. 111, €8 The Sultzns or Emperours
Dallace {v rly called Saray, and by & i o)
643 Sia T. H Trev. (1677) 117
observadle in the Town than the Serrays wnd ferc.),
Byron Tk, For. 11 Ixxvii, The Serai’s impenetrable tower.
286¢ Tozzx Highl Turkey L. 230 Having sant. . to the Pasha

sl £3- hosses, we thouzht it right to pay him a visitin his

isased for SERAGLIO 1: A harer.
=5, Byrox G ?*4_1'\'9_: thus was Hassan wont o fly
Wies Lafa dwe fis Serai.

SERANG

{|sersnd? (sa'rar). Also 7 sou-, sowray, ¢ surahee,
-hi, surzi, suraiee. {Anglo-Indian, repr. Urdu
(orig.  2rabl)  curahi.] ‘A long-necked
eartnenweare {or meai) flagon for water’ (Yule).

¥69u tr. Berpier's Hist. Rev. Emp. Gi. Mogol IV. 10 A
Souray of the water of Ganges. .. Sowray is that Tin-flagon
full of water, which the Servunt thai marcheth on foot before
e Gentizraan on horseback, carrieth in his hand. 3308
EcpeinsTONE in Colebrooke Life (1884) 1. 199 We had..
two surahees of water [etc.). 1825-9 Mrs. SnErwoon Lady
of Manor V. xxix. 47 She broke a serui of wauter. 889 Lanc

and. India 145 Fiold hard, syce, and give me the suraiee
(warer-bottle). 137¢ . H. CoLe Catal. Ind. Art S. Xens.
fus. 144 A sarsi with 3 long neck and Aut bulged base.

serzid (so'rell). Now rare. Forms: 6 sarail,
sarell, 7 serzii(De, serraill, serrayle, 7- serail. [a.
. séraal, ad. Yn. serragiio: sec seracLIO. Cf. Sp.
serratlo.] :

1. = SERAGLIO . .

. 1585 T. WasuiNGTON tr. Nickolay's Voy. 1. xxii. s9b,
[The women's] priuate bathes, which for the most part they
haue .. within their houses or Sarails. 1587 MARLOWE 75t P
Tamburl. 1. ii. z 176 He shail be raade a chast and lustlesse
Hunuke, And in may Sarell tend my Concubines. 3603
FLORIO Mon:zigne 1. xlii. 143 What longing-lust would not
be slaide, to see three hundred women at his dispose and
pleasure, as hath the Grand Turke in his Seraille? 168 LE
Grs ir. Barclay’s Argenss 111. 244 Thou wouldest haue said,
that she was brought vp in the warres; they bred in a
Serrcyle of Women. 1786 tr. Beckford's Vathek (1883) 65
They consigned them with good commendations to the
surgeons of the serail. 1808 E. 5. BARRETT Miss-lod Coneral
161 A numerous serail must be attended with vast expence.
1344 KiNGLAKE Eotken iii. 42 Venice . .is the bowing slave of
the Sultan..she watches the walls of his Seral. 1853
KingsLey Hypatia xxx, The purest monotheism, they
discovered, was perfectly compatible with bigotry and
ferocity, tuxury and tyranny, scrails an¢ bowstrings.

12. = SERAGLIO 3, SERAI! 2. Obs.

1288 T. WasMINGTON tr. Nickolay's Voy. 1v. xxv. 140b,
Selim builded there for a dwelling place, a fayre and
sumptuous Sarail. 2603 XnoLes Hist. Turks (1621) 1311
The embassador went. himself to the serrail. 1687 Lond.
Gaz, No, 2307/3 The other report is, That the Grand
Signior is only kept a close Prisoner in the Serail, 1782 J.
Scort Poet. Wks. 231 And from his high serail the sultan
hears The wide Propontis™beating waves resound.

+3. A barrack for Turkish soldiers; =
SERAGLIO 6.

1585 T. WASHINGTON tr. Nicholay's Voy. tv. xxv. 140b,
There is besides another Sarail, for the lodging of the
Azamoglans ¢r lanissaries.

carninie, obs, forms of SERENE sb.}, SIREN.

seral ('sisrol}, a.! (and sb.) Geol. [f. L. sér-us late
+ -ALL see guot.] &. adj. Used by H. D. Rogers
1o designate the Milistone Grit formation of the
Pennsylvanian Coai-measures. b. absol. or sb.
Used as a name for this formation.

1858 H. D. RoGERs Geol. Pennsylv. 1. 109 Seral series, or
Coal strata. Seral Con%]omerme {or Lowest Division of the
Coal-Measures). Ibid, 1. 11, 1027 Seral ., a synonym for the
coal-formation expressing the period of the nightfall or late
twilight of the Appalachian Paleozoic day.

seral ('siosl), a2 Ecol. [f. sERE sb.* + -aL.] Of
or pertaining to a sere; being a member of a sere
otner then its climax.

191& F. E. CLemeNTS Plant Succession ix. 184 In lowland
and montane regions examnples of priseres are often more
numerous than tgose of subseres, and such regions are of the
first importance for seral investigations. 1926 TANSLEY &
Cuire Study of Vegetation ii. 18 We have a special technical
term for the developmental series of communities... We
apply the adjective seral, as opposed to climax, to such
cornmunities. 1032 Forestry V?. tno The principal sera!
stzzes in naiursl succession from grassiand or heath ro
beechwood are shortly described for certain soil types. 1955
P. A. Buxron Nat. :ﬁm Teetse Flies ix. 278 It appears to be
generally true that the grassland is seral and that it is
‘prevented fror: developing into bush or woodland by
anaaal fires. 1973 P. A. CoLINvaux, Intred. Ecol. vi. 77 The
communities are. . classified into a number of subordinate
cominunities, the seral stages, and the generic taxon, the
Beech-maple climax commumty.

seralbuiuen, -in (serel'bjuimen, -in). Chem.
Also sero-albumen. [f. SER-UM + ALBUMEN.]
The albumen of the bicod. Hence seral-
‘bumiaous (sero-al'buminous) a., composed of
or contzining seralbumen.

1638-6 Todd’s Cycl. Anal. 1. 63/1 An orange-yellow
coloured scro-ulbuminous fluid.  Jbid. 89/ When
coagulated seralburnen is digested in aceric acid, it becomes
soft and transparent. 1857 [see OVALBUMEN). 1875 RaLFE
Phys. Chem. 28 Ovo-zlbumin is distinguished from sero-
albumin by the foilowing characteristics. 1878 KiNnczerT
Anim. Chem. 12 Chyle contains potassium-albumin,
cusein, znd serslbumin.

Isereny (so'zen). Anglo-Indicn. Also sarang,
syrang. (2. Pers. sarhang commender.] A native
boatswuin or captain of a Lascar crew. .

176¢ Full Advert. 21 Dec. 4/1 Seringapatam Prize-money
.. .first dividend. Comroandant Subadars, and Serangs of
Gun Lascars, 1866 Naval Chron. XV. 36¢g The sarang, or
principal native. 3817 in R. G. Wallace Fifteen Yrs. India
(1822) 256 The syrangs. . exerted their powerful influence
over the seamen. 1861 KipLiNG Life’s Handicap 207 Pambé,
the Serang or head man of the Lascar sailors.



SERAN

seranine (‘seranain). (See quot.)

1889 CunviLe Dict. Explosives 61 Seranine is a mixture of
nitro-glycerine and chlorate of potash. 1890 EissLer Mod,
Explosites 38.

serapah, obs. form of seenpaw.

serape (| se'rape, st'ro:per). Alsosarape, 9 . S.
zarape. [Mexican Sp. serape, sarape.] A shawl
or plaid worn by Spanish-Americans.

1834 A. Pixe: Prose Sk. & Poems 138 The men with. . the
zarape or blanket of striped red and white. 1836 [sce
RANCHERO]. 1847 RuxTON Adv. Mexico, etc. xxiv. a10sf..
knew that | had seen the last.. of civilieed mian under ‘the
garb of a Mexican sarape. 1850 Mav~NE Pein Riffe Rangers
xi, The ranchero . . is never seen without the ‘serapé’. a 1883
——= Lost Min. xv. 147 Keeping the rain off with waterproof
serapes. Y888 Manv E. Buake in Lit. World (U.S.) 18 Aug.
262/1 The men, with wide-rimmed sombrero ind gay
zarape. 1892 Dial. Notes [, 14 Serdpe, a Mcxican blanket,
general.y woven by hand by Indian women, with stripes of
variegated colors. The serape has no apening or slit for the
head, like the poncko, but is worn by men only, ‘thrown
acrods the shouﬁiers. 1916 ‘B. M. BowEr' Phantom Herd 68
He had finished with an old Mexican serape draped around
his person for warmth. 1950 Chicugo Tribune + Mar. 20,3
The feminine counterpart of the serape is the (&Dﬂ-o X
United States 1980/81 (Penguin Travel ‘Guides) ¢
Mexican, Indian, and ‘Old WeSF irems ai¢ especially good
buys. Seray s..and wool rebozos. . make nize gifts

Serapeum (sera'pam). Egyptology -and Anc.
Hist. Also Serapeion (-'aion), Serapeium; pl.
Serapeia. {a.late L., ad. Gr. Zepaneioy, £. Zépams
Serapis.] A temple of Serapis; spec. the great
precinct near Memphis, where the sacred Apis
bulls were buried, and a temple in Alexandria.

1841 Penny Cycl. XXI1. 260/2 He had temples (Serapeia)
in several parts of Egypt. 1847 J. Letven tr, Miller's Anc.
Art 243 The Serapeum was at the same time a sanatory
institution. 1877 A. B. EbwARDs Thousand Miles up Nile iv.
86 According to one of these precious Serapeum tablets, the
wounded bull did not die till the fourth year of the reign of
Darius. 1927 TarN & GrieFiTH Hellenistic Civiliz. x. 294
The Serapeum at Delos has revealed that the triad who were
36 to influence Hellenism were . | Isis, Sarapis, and Anubis.
1928 Daily Tel. 11 Dec. 13/4 It was suggested that the so-
:alled Greek Serapeum was in truth nothing but the resting-
olace of the mother cows of Egvptian Apis. 1961 A.
GarvINER Egypt of Pharaohs xii. 126 Not a single inscription
of Dyn. XX1 was found in the Serapeum [ar Memphisi.
1972 P. M. Fraser Prolemaic Alexandria 1. v. 271 The
Serapeurn on Rhacotis Hill fin Alexandria] was within the
Ptolemaic and Roman city-walls.

seraph' (‘'serof). [Back-formation from the
piural SERAPHIN, SERAPHIN (on the analogy ot
cherubim, -in and cirerub). {Perh. first used by
Milton.)

Cf. G. seraph, in mod. use perh. from Eng., though
Lurher had in one passage used seraph (as a plural). Certain
medizval commentators un Pseudo-Dionvsius, followed by
many glossaries down to the Ortus Vocabulorum (1518), give
seraph (genitive seraphis) as the sing. correspanding 1o the
pl. seraphin; bur the form appears to have had no actual
currency in med. Latin.]

1. a. One of the SERAPHIM.

16677 MiLton P.L. 111. 667 Brightest Seraph tell In whict.
of all these shining Orbes hath Man His fixed seat. 1691
Norris Pract. Disc. (17163 11, 171 Who sees Darkness even
in the Angels of Light, and charges the loftiest Seraph with
Folly! a1711 Kex Hvmns Frang. Poct. Wk 1721 1. (84
The Seraphs who of all love Godhead most Had near the
Throne the honourable Post. 1786 CovLerivge Genevieve 4
Sweet your voice. as Seraph's song. 181§ Bvwox (15}
Stanzas to Augusta iv, Oh! blest be thine unbroken light,
That watch'd me as a seraph’'s eve. 1842 Trnsvyson Sy
Simeon Styl. 166 That Pontius and Iscariot by my side
Show'd like fair serap'hs.

b. fig. A seraphic person, an ‘angel’.

1853 C. Bronte lillette xxi, 1 knew another of these
seraphs. .she was [ete.].

2..Geol. A fossil shell. Cf. SERAPHIM 3.

1822 Parkinsox Outl. Oryctol. 153 Seraphs, a convolured,
clongated, univalved shell, 1851 Woovwarn Mollusca |
106,

3. attrib. and Comb. (sometimes quasi-ad). =
seraphic), as seraph-arrvival, -band, -bavd,
-cloud, fire, -man, note, -sense, song, way,
-wing; sevaph-bright, -haunted, -sent, -winged
adjs. Also seraph-tide Anglo-Irish, Michsel-
mas. '

1876 G. M. Hoexins Wr. Deutschland xxiii, in Poems
{1967) 59 With the gnarl of the nails in thee.. . his Lo
scape crucified And sea) of hus *seraph-arrival. 1786 BUrns
‘() Thou dread Power' -, The beautcous, *seraph Sister-
band. 1798 CoLerIDGE Anc. Mar. vi. xx, This seraph-band,
each waved his hand. 1929 Savace Wanderer v. 379 Then,
as von *Seruph-Bard fram'd Hearts below. Fach sees him
here transcendant Knowledge show. 1049 BLUNDEN After
Bombing 49 Marbles, mosaics, carvings, “seraph-bright
Paintings of wall and window. 1928 - Yapanese Garland
30 Their mysteries luring that young *seraph-cloud Swan-
like between the mountain and the foon. 1803 eskx
Palestine 32 One faint spark of NMilton's *seraph fire. 1958
. Barker Tuo Plays 52 lie dreaming on that *scraph-
haunted shore, 1798 COLERIDGE Anc. Mar. vi. xix, A man aii
light, a *seraph-man On every corse there stood. 1814
BowpLex Hyomn, *Sing to the Lord', Israel's shepherds heard
amazed The *seraph notes of peace and love. 1928 BuuNoex
Retreat 65 Her touch is *seraph sense. 1932 ——-~ Face of
England 126 They sparkled free In *seraph-sent lucidity
1801 SotThey Thalaba xit. iv, Or hker the first sound of
*seraph song And Angel grecting. @ 1849 Magr. EDGEWORTH
White Pigeon, Y ou promised to muake me a compliment of it
last *Seraph-tude was twelvemonth. 1818 Bvaon Juan 1.
Ixaav. For he would learn the rudiments of fove, I mean the

"seraph way of those above. 1784 GRay Progr. Poesy 111, ii,
11e, that rode sublime Upon the *seraph-wings of Extasy,
1821 SHELLEY Hellas 348 A *seraph-winged Victory.

'seraph®. Obs. [a. F. fseraph, corruptly a.
Turkish shasif: see SHARIFFE. Cf. It. $saraffo.] A
Turkish gold coin; a sequin. -

1876 EpEn Hist. Trav. (1577) 364 Three thousande
Saraphes of golde. 1683 URQUHART Rabelass 11. xiv, 1 will
give thee my Codpiece: . . there are six hundred Seraphs in
:t, and some fine Diamonds.
Seraph, a Turkish coyn of fine gold, worth about a French
crown. . .

teraph, obs. variant of GIRAFFE.
1607 TOPSELL Four-f. Beasts 4 Their nourishment goeth
more forward then backward, like the best horses, and the

..;Asabian Seraph, which are higher before thep behinde.

seraphic (so'refik), a. and sb. Alse 7 sera hique,
7-8 seraphick, § serafic. [a. eccl. L. seraphicus, f.

. seraph-im: see SERAPHIM. Cf. F. séraphique, Sp.

serdfico, Pg. seraphico, It. serafico.}

A. adj. .

1. Of or pertainiiig to the seraphim.

1632 MassinGer Maid of Hon. v. i, Seraphique Angells
Clap their celestigll wings in heavenly plaudits. 1667
Mitton P.L. 1 704 T%e great Seraphic Lords“and
Cherubim In close recess and secret conclave sat. .2727 De
For Syst. Magic 1. iis. (1840) 81 This supposition. . places
him [the Devil] beneath the dignity of his seraphic original.
1758 YOUNG Centaur vi. (1757) IV. 275 A being big with ..
hope .. of adding melody to seraphic choirs, in ceaseless
Hallelujahs to their Eternal King. 1850 Mgs. JamesoN Leg.
Monast. Ord. (1863} 238 Seven beaurtiful seraphic or
allegorical figures. . .

2. Of attributes: Resembling what pertains to
the seraphiny; worthy of a seraph; ecstatically
adoring.

1659 BovLe Some Motives Love of God 9 This Love 1 have
teken the freedome o stvle Seraphick Love, borrowing the
name  from . .those nobler Spirits of the Calestiall
Hierarchie, whose Name . . expresses them to be of a laming
Nature. 1683 Nownis [dea Happin. 3(2 There s a more
peculiar Acceptation of the Love of God proper to this
place. And it is that which we call Seraphic. By which |
anderstand . . that Love of God which is the effect of un
intense Conteraplation of him. x6qi Brackmore Pr. Arth.
1. 44 Nor did his Arts in vain weak Man- assail, His false
Scraphuck Tongue and Charms prevail. axyrr Ken Hymns
Festiv. Poet. Wks. 1821 I1. 191 Seraphick Ardour dwelling
in_each Vein, The Majestatick Presence in the Brain. 1778
WarNER in Jesse Selwyr & Contemp. {1844) 111, 336 Mr.
Mudge . had a2 most sevaphic finger for the harpsichord.
1831 Careyrr Sart. Res. 11 viii, On the thick Hyperborean,
cherubic reasoning, seraphic eloguence were lost. 1846 D
Quincey Shelley in Tait': Mag. Jen. 29 Many people
remarked sornething serzphic :n the expression of his
features. 1880 TENNYSON Jn Mem. cix, Seraphic intellect
and force To scize and throw the doubts of man. 1859 Gro.
Evlor ddam Bede vi, Dinah’s seraphic gentleness of
expression. 1872 CALVERLEY Fly Leates (1884) g7 Her voice
was sweet .. Her singing quite seraphic. 1884 W.S. LiLLy in
Contemp. Rev. Feb. 263 That religious romanticism which
paints for us a medieval period full of seraphic sweetness.

+b. ? Concerned with sublime objects. Obs.

a1697 Averevy Brief Lives, Dunstan (1898) 1. 243
Meredith Llovd tells me that, three or 400 yeares ago,
chymistry was in a greater perfection, much, then now; their
proces was then more seraphique and universall: new they
lovke only after medicines. .

3. Resembling a seraph, either in beauty or in
tervour of exalted devotion.

1762-71 H. Wavrpowe Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) Uil
124 That seraphic dame, Mrs. Rowe, also painted. 1807
Craspe Sir EPUSIHIP Grey 71 Her morals [show'd) the
seraphic saint. 1845 DisraEL! Sybil 1v. x, That scraphic
bring, whose lustre even now haunts my vision, 1870 -—
Luthatr xin, Seraphic saints, and gorgeous scenes by
T.ntoret.

b. Of discourse, actions, appearance; Showing
ecstasy of devout contemplation.

a1668 Davenant Play-ho. 1. (1673) 76 A spiritual
Miusician too With his seraphick Collogquies exprest In stilo
recitativo. 1668 Pepys Diary 24 May, A very good and
seraphic kind of sermon, too good for an ordinary
congregation. 1884 Puach 18 Cet. 191/ The seraphic look
of personal affection that manded his brow.

4. Special collocations: Seraphic Doctor, a
title given to St. Bonaventura (in Spain also
prpularly to St. Teresa); Seraphic Father, a
title given to St Francis; seraphic friar, a
Franciscan, hence seraphic habit, -order;
seraphic hymn, the Sanctus (see Isa. vi. 3).

1728 Chzmeess Cyel. sv., In the Schools, St
Bonaventure is call’d The *Seraphic Doctor, frota his
abundant Zealand Fervour. 1834 K. H. Dicsy Mores Cath.
v. v, 153 The seraphic doctor observes that [etc.]. 1894 Mass.
G C. GraHam S. Teresa L. iv. 17¢ note, Teresa, by a
definitive decree’ of the Tribunal of the Rota, is formaily
declared a Doctor of the Church. The ‘seraphic doctor’, the
antonomasia by which she is as often as not referred to in
Spain. relates 1o this, 1nd not w the Doctor's degree
Lestowed upon her, after her deatih, by the University of
Salamanca. 1728 Cuamesrs Cycl. s.v., St. Francis, the
Founder of the Cordehers and Franciscens, is called the
*Seraphic Fathex, in Mernory of 2 Visicn he saw on Mount
Alverna,.. when  he saw a Seraph glide rapidly from
Heaven upon him; which impress’d on him certan Stigmata
or Marks. 1884 Tablet 11 Oct. 592/t The Feast of the
Scraphic Father St Francis was ceiebrated wath great
solemnity. 1826 SouTHEY Leit. ro Butler ¢13 The *Scruphic
and Cherubic tnars. 1662 | Davies tr. Olearius” Voy.
Armbass. 143 Those who take that habit, which they call
*Seraphick, are not to be numbered among Men, but are
become Angels. 1796 SouvtHey Lert. Spain (1799) 418 Of

1686 Brount Glossogr., °

SERAPHIM

the Mendicants the most numerous is the *Serafic, or
Franciscan order. ’

B. sb.

+1. a. {= eccl. L. seraphicus.] A Franciscan
friar. b. Allusively applied in the sense of zealot.

168¢ CGrupen Tears Ch. 1. xxxii. 256 Many hiﬁh
Seraphicks and supercilious Separatists. 1699 R.
1’ESTRANGE  Erasm. Collog. (1725} 265 They are
commanded to wear the Coat and Hood (for so say the
Seraphicks). A

. d..seraphics: rapturous moods or discourses.

1709 SWIFT & ApDISON Tatler No. 32 P2 To hear her talk
Seraphicks, and run over Norris, and Moor, and Milton.
1789 CHARL. Smits Ethelinde (1814) 1. 182 And the angel
will descend from her seraphics.

Hence se'raphicness. rage.

1727 Bawey vol. 11, Seraphickness, the being of the
serz”hick Nature, 1888 LiGHTHALL Young Seigneur 71 No
romentiz seraphicness glowed upon her features.

seraphical (sa'rzfikal), a: Now rare. [f. eccl. L.
seraphic-us SERAPHIC 4. + -AL%.] = SERAPHIC a.
1. Pertaining to the seraphim; = SERAPHIC I.
1568 T. Newron in Farr S.P. Eliz. (1845) 553 The
troupes seraphicall. x633 T. Avams Exp. 2 Pet.1i. 13 Some
of the hairs that fell from the seraphieal 1. -

2. Resembling what pertains to the seraphim;
rapturous, ecstatically devour.

7581 ]. BeLL Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 304 Let us take a test
of this your Seraphicall obedience. 1593 G. Harvey New
Letter Wks. V(Grosnrtz 1. 274 In the profoundest traunce of
rapt S:raphicall Zeale. 1596 NAsHE Sagron‘ Waidew
My Seraphicall visions in Queene Poetrie. 1648 T
GoopwIN Yongling Elder 2 A man of such Seraphicall parts
and learning. 1674 BP. CROFT Let. Pop. Idol. (1679) 13 St.
Francis,. .and  many others, in their = Seraphical
Meditations, have been rapt _t[xp into the third “Heaven.
1742~3 Observ. Methodists 17 Together with a mixtyre of
Sccmingg Seraphical Flights and extravs, nt. Altusions.

tb. Of ideas, etc.: Lofty, sublime. Cf.
SERAPHIC @. 2b. (In quot. ironical.) Obs.

1656 CroMweLL Sp. in Burton’s Diary (1828) 1. Iptrod.
161 Now we would be loth to tell you of notions more
seraphical. - R

3. Of persons: Resembling the seraphim;
charactenized by ecstatic fervour of devotion. In
the 17th ¢. often #ronical, applied to fanatical
religionists or to impassioned orators. :

1896 Nasut Saffron-Walden G 4b, Graue Heliconists,
seraphicall Omniscians. 1616 BuLLOKAR Eng. Expos.,
Seraphicall, inflamed with diuine loue like a Seraphin. 1644
Vicars God in Mount (1844) 44 Such like rare scraphical
thetoritians, 1691 Woop Ath. Oxon. 11. (8 The most florid
and seraphical Teacher in the University. 1692 SouTH 12
Sermons (1697) V. 13 The most Seraphical Hluminati, and
the highes: Puritan Perfectionists. ¢ X714 ABP. ], SHARP
Serm. Wks. 1754 111. 218 Thus some very seraphical men do
talk,

T4. In sevasdhical doctor, order: see  SER-
APHIC 4.

41540 BARNEs Whs. (1573) 278 For these thinges bec
geuen vieo them peculiar names, as subtile and seraphicall,
and irrefrigable Doctours. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc.
(1573) 1:6b, The Seraphicall order of S. Fraunces. 1640
HoweLl Dedona'’s Gr. 80 These Seraphicall Fathérs doe so
under value 2ll other Orders, that [etc.]. 1674 HICKMAN
Hist. Quingueart. (ed. 2) 69 Bonaventure . . called generally
the Seraphical Doctor. 1721 Constitutions Blue Nuns x, Let
them keep the Qctave of the Seraphicall Father §, Francis.

Hence +se'raphicalist, one who pretends to
‘seraphic’ excellence; 1 se'raphicalness.

1659 Clarke Papers (Camden) IV. o1 It’s strange to see
these seraphiclists [sic] can act without law, . against
Parliaments and a%ains! morality. 1727 BAalLey vol. 11,
Seraphicalness, the being of the seraphick Nature.

seraphically (so'refikol), adv. [f. sERapHICAL
+ -LY2.] In a seraphic manner.

1678 Norris Misc. (1699) 260 Till | ascend in Spirit to the
Element of Love, where 1 shall know thee more clearly, and
love thee more Seraphically. 189x *J. S. WiNTkr' Lumiey
xiv, He is so seraphically happy. 1909 Nation 3 Apr. i4/1 He
was smiling seraphically.

tse‘raphicism. Obs. [f. SERAPHIC a. 4 -18M.])
Pretence of ‘seraphic’ raptures. -

1676 CupworTH Serm. (1 Cor. xv. §7) 87 Such are a self-
chosen holiness . . high-flown enthusi and Seraphi

seraphim (‘serafim), {'seraphin. Forms: 1,
3-%, 9 arch. seraphin, 3 serafin, 4 serafyn, 5
ceraphin, secheraphym, -phyn, seraphyn, --en,
serophyn, syraphyn, 6-7° seraphine, 1, 6-
seraphim. [a. late L. seraphim (Vulg.), in MSS.
often seraphin (= Gr. cepadin, oepageiu, LXX.),
a. Heb. sraphim {only in sa. vi), pl. of *saréph,
which is not recorded in the Bible, unless it be
wdentical with the formally coincident word
denoting 2 kind of venomous serpent, which
occurs as quasi-adj. or in apposition with ndhdsh
serpent in Nurn. xxi. and Deut. viii. (Eng. Bible
‘hery serpents’, after Vulg. ignitos serpentes,
serpens adurens; LXX Sgas Bavarobvras, Geis
ddxver), and in Isa. xiv. 29 and xxx. 6 with
the epithet ‘fiying’ (Eng. Bible ‘fiery flying
serpent’). . s

Somc scholars assumc the identity of the word occurring
in Isa. vi. with that found in the other pa es. On this view
the ‘seraphim’ seen by Isaiah flying above the throne of God
represent a mythic or symbolic conception which must
originally have had the form of a ‘Rery fying serpent’,
though in the vision this appears considerably’ modified.



SERAPHIN

The word sdrdph, as the name of a kind of serpent, may
belong to the root saraph to burn, in allusion to the eff. ct of
the bite (cf. Gr. mpnorip). This el)molog\ has given rise to
a conjecture that the celestial ‘seraphim’ originally
symbolized the lightning. Of those who reject the identity of
sdraph ‘seraph’ with saraph ‘fiery serpent’, some refer the
former to the root of the Arabic sham]a to be lofty or
illustrious. Phonolugwall) this is unobjectionable, but on
other grounds it is now generally abandoned. Various
suggestions of non-Hebrew (Egyptian, Assyrian, etc.)
etymology have been made, but have no: found wide
acceptance.

The L. form seraphin, whichisfc  (inmany MSS. of the
Vulgate, and is the source of all the .orms used in Eng. down
to the 16th c. (as well as of those in the Rom. langs.),
coincides with the Aramaic s‘r@phin, but it 1s very doubtful
whether it is more than a scribal error or a cuphnmc
alteration. Cf. F. sem{)hm (serafin, +2th c.), Pr. serafi, Sp.
serafin, Pg. seraphim, serafino (. masc. sing.).

In the Latin liturgical passages . ..~ which the word first
became widely known, it was prob. originally apprehended
correctly as a plural, and readers of the Latin Bibie would be
gunded aright by the syntax of Isa. vi. 2; but there isevidence
that ‘Cherybim and Seraphim’ were often supposed 19 be
the names of two individual angels. 'From the 15th to the
18th . the Engllsh plural ending was often appended, but
seraphin as a sing. = ‘one of the seraphim’ does not appear
in Eng. till late in the 16th c. (the form seraphim in this use
not till the 17thc.). After the introduction (perh. by Milton)
of the form skRAPH, the misuse of the plural ‘forms in
singular sense graduall) became rare, and it is now
obsolete.}

1. In Biblical use: The living creatures with six
wings, hands and feet, and a (presumably)
human voice, seen in Isaiah’s vision as hovering
above the throne of God.

1382 WycLtF [sa. vi. 2 Serafyn stoden up on it. {1535
(Coverdale), 1537, 1539, 1881 the Seraphins; 1540
Seraphins; 1566 ( eneva), 16171 the Seraphims; 1568, 1609
(Douay) Seraphims; 1884 (Revised) the seraphim.]

2. By Christian interpreters the seraphim were
from an early period supposed to be a class of
angels, and the name, associated with that of the
cherubim, was introduced in the Eucharistic
preface and subsequently in the Te Deum, and
thus became extensively known. The presumed
derivation of the word from a Heb. root
meaning ‘to burn’ {see above) led to the view
that the seraphim are specially distinguished by
fervour of love (while the cherubim excel in
knowledge), and to the symbolic use of red as
the colour appropriate to the seraphim in artistic
representations. In the system of the Pseudo-
Dionysius, the chief source of latet angelology,
the seraphim are the highest, and the cherubim
the second, of the nine orders of angels.

a. seraphin (obs. exc. poel. as nonce-use),
seraphim, used as plural. (Sorne of the early
examples are ambiguous, and may belong to b.)

a CyNewuLF Elene 754 Syndon tu.,pe man
Sv.rap‘ﬁgo‘l)ac naman hated. a 1240 Uressun in Cott. Hom 191
Heih is pi kinestol onuppe cherubine, Bivoren &ine leoue
sune wibinnen seraphine. c1250 Meid. Maregrete xxv,
Cherubin ant serafin, a pousend per were. 13.. Ipotis 92
(Vernon MS.)in Horstm. Altengl. Leg. (1881) 342 be furste
ordre is Cherubin And pat oper Seraphin. 1362 LaxgL. P.
Pl. A.1. 104 Cherubin and Scraphin an al pe fourc [the B und
C texts have nine] ordres. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R. 11,
viil. (1495) 34 Seraphyn is a multytude of angeliis that is to
vnderstonde: brennynge other settynge a fyre..and the
propre offyce of thyse angels is to brenne in theymseife and
to moeue other ta brenne in the foue of god. c1400 Prymer
(1891) 21 To thee cherubyn and seraphyn erveth with uovs
with owten ceessvnge, 1425 St Mary of Oignies 1. vian
Anglia VIIL 140,3 She sawe oon of Seraphyvn,
brennynge aungel. 1486 Bk. St. Aibans, Her ainv b, The it
Tronli [orders of angels) be theys Principatus Trom
Cherubyn and Scraphvn. 1§49 Bk. Com. Prayer, Te dewm,
Cherubin, and Seraphin. 1642 R. Warsox Serm. Schisme 32
The first place or degrec is given to the Angels of love, which
are termed Seraphin. 1691 NoRrris Pract. Disc. 289 What s
it that makes the Straphm burn and flame above the rest of
the Angelical Orders? 18¢7 F. THompsoN New Puems 74
Youshall.  ay, pressin Where faint the Bedge-foot scraphin

8. a1000 Andreas 719 (Gr.) Cheruphim et Seraphim paon
swegeldreamum syndon nemned. a 1500 Adrian & Epotys
92 in Brome Bk. 28 The secund ordyr is secheraphvm. 16..
AMiLvoN A1 a Solemn Music 10 Where the bright Seraphim
in burning row Their loud up-lifted Angel trumpets blow
@ 1680 CHaARNOCK Attrib. God (1834) 11 146 The angels ..
are here called Seraphim, from burning or fiery spirits. 1827
Heser Fymn, * Thou art gone to the grate’, The sound which
thou heard’st was the Seraphim’s song! 1829 COLERIDGE
Monody Chatterton (later version) 24 Thou .. The tnumph
of redeeming Love dost hymn . . 1o harps of Scraphim. 1864
Pusey Lect. Daniel ix. (1876) 533 Like the Seraphim, they
are seen in adoring love, about His throne. 1871 Rosserti
Poems, Ave 104 And from between the seraphim Thhe glory
issues for a hymn.

t+b. Taken as the name of an angel.

21300 ('ursor M. 22600 pan sal quak sant cherubin, And
alsua sal do seraphin. « 1400 Relig. Preces fr. Thornton MS
37 Michaell and Gabrielle and Raphaelle, cherubin and
seraphyn, and all pe oper angells and archangells

c. Plural. tseraphins, seraphims (now rare).

a. a1400-50 Hurs Alex. 9415 pe silloure fuil of Seraphens
& othire sere hatows. ¢ 1420 Uirgin’s Compl. 88 1n Pol. Rel
& L. Poems (1903) 241, 1 sawe angelis with grer hthe of
seraphynnys order adowne gan sende. 1490 Caxton How 1o
die 2z The cherubyns and the syraphvns come to thyne
helpe. 1566 Pasquine in Traunce 73 These were their names,

CAngels,  Arch-angels, . . Powers,  Cherubines, and
Seraphines. 1596 :Nskr [ymn Heav. Beauty g4 Those
eternall burning Seraphins, Which from their faces dart out
fierie ight. ¢ 1610 ParsaNs Ledeester’s Ghuost (1631) 23 Kuow

Pat 1s 2

that the Prince of Heavenly Seraphines.. Was tumbled
downe for his presumptuous sinne. 1635 A. STAFFORD Fem
Glory, Panegyr. e 7, All the strings Of Seraphins tun’d high,
lowd Hymnes did play. 1649 LoviLace Elegy on Princ
Katherine 51 Clap wings with Seraphins before the Throne
1659 H. 1’Estrance Alliance Div. Off. 76 The Seraphins
resound 1t

B.[1560, 1568, 1609, 1611: sce 1.} ax627 Sin J. BEaUMONT
Epzphan) 38 Who . . trie our actions in that searching firc By
which the seraphims our lips inspire. 1653 jer. Tavior
Serm. for Yr. ii. 16 ‘The joy s so great that it runs over and
wers the fair brows and Leauteous locks of Cherubims and
Seraphims. 1675 ABP. J. SHARP Serm. ii. Wks. 1754 1. 58 'To
know and be known by angels, arch-angels, and seraphims.
a 1711 KiN Hymnotheo Poet. Wks 1721 111. 201 Seraphims,
whose Mold is heav'nly Love, Who nearest to the Godhead
wait above. 1756-9 A. ButLER Lives Saints, S Iuduev God
wn whose presence the highest seraphire o
themselves. 1924 E. S1tweLL Sleeping Beauu iv.
flowers as Whl:tt as seraphims’ breath. X

d. seraphin, seraphim as a sing. = one of the
seraphim, a seraph.

a. 1879 W. Wickinson Confur. Fam. Love Biy, The
Seraphin with his fiery sword not being taken away. ¢ 1610
MippLetox Witch tv.ii 111 No, he that would scal's sacred
comfort win Must burn in pure love, ke a seraphin, ¢ 1645
HoweLL Lett. (1650) 11. 35 She would have every thing
divine That would befitt a éeraphm

8. a1649 CRuHAw Carmen Deo Nostro 74 We will pledyge
this Seraphim [viz. St. Teresa] Bowles full of richer blood
[etc.). a 1674 TRaHERNE Poet. Whs. (1903) 104 While we sce

‘hat every Seraphim above admires! 1700 Asvuy tr.
Saavedra-Faxardo 1. 168 God gave not the laming Sword,
which guarded Paradise, to a Seraphim. 1802 Mps. West
Infidel %ather I1. 85 Or had you .. blended the service of the
Deity with the idolatrous WOI’Shlp of a seraphim. 1920 'K.
MansFikLn’ Letr. Nov. (1928) I1. 80 A cherubim and a
seraphim come winging their way towards me. 1974 Times
Lit. Suppl. 2¢g Mar. 314/3 Lamartine is content to be a

seraphim.
3. Her. ta. In Sir John Ferne's fanciful

method of blazoning by ‘spirits’, the equivalent
of Argent.

1586 FERNE Blaz. Gentrie 144 A fosse wavnee between the
two starres artick and antiartick seraphines

The representation of a seraph.

Usually, a child’s head with twe wings above, two below,
and one on each side.

1828-40 Bewry Encycl. Her. s.v.
seraphim, volant, ppr.

4. A Swedish order of knighthood. (See quot.)

1784 H. CrLark Hist. Knighthood 11, 213 Sweden. The
Order of the Seraphim, or of Jesus. first instituted by
Magnus the {Id. in the year 1334... It. lav dormant, unul
February 1748, when it was revived .. by Frederick the
First.

23 i-mm

Carruthers, Crest, u

5. Geo!. sing. and collect. A fossil crustacean of

the genus Pterygotus.

1839 Murcrison Silur. Syst. 606 Fig. 4 and 3 belong
undoubtedly to the same animal as the Seraphim of the Oid
Red Sandstone. 1863 H. Woobwakn in Intell. Observ. I\
229 The ‘Seraphim’, a tossil found in "the Arbroath paving-
stone' of Forfarshire, which from the wing-like form of
some parts of the shell, and the scale or feather-like
markings upon its surface, has given rise to this angelic utle
among the natives. 1894 Q. Rer. July 191 The giant
crustaceans or arachnids known to the Scotch quarrymen as
*Seraphim’.

6. A moth of the genus Lobophora. Also
seraphim-moth.

1832 J. Rennig Butterfl. & Moths 132 The Seraphim
(Lobophara hexapterata, Curtis) appears in June... The
small Seraphim (Lobophora sexalisatu, Curtis) appura in
June and August. 1882 Cassell's Nat. Hist, V1 67 In

Lobophora there is so large an additional lobe to the hind
wing as to give them the appearance of having six wings,
whenee they are called ‘Seraphims’ by collectors. féid.,
Index to Popular Names, Seraphim Moths,

‘seraphin. Obs. Forms: 6 seraffine, serafyne,
seraphine, xeraphin, 7 serafin, seraffin, zeraphin,
8 seraphyn, xerapheen, 9 zeraphim. [a. Pg.
xerafim, xarafim, a. Arab. sharifi, orig. the name
of a gold coin. Cf. serapH®.] A silver coin
formerly current in India; for its value, see quot.
1727.

1582 N. LcHEFIELD tr. Castanheda's Cung. E. Ind. 56b,
fie must give him 6oo Serafynes. 1584 R BARMT n
Hakluyt's Uoy. (1509) 1. 1. 273 There 1s also starnped in
Orniuz a seraphine of ;,uld which is litle and round. 1588
HicKoCK tr. (E) Frederick’s Voy. 37, 1 lost my 8oo Serattines
or duckets. 1613 W. Hawkixs in Purchas Pugrims (1625)
[. 217 Inprimis, of Seraffins Ecberi, which be ten Rupias a
picee, there are sixtic Leches. x698 Frven dec. E. Imlm ks
P. 207 The Cruzado of Gold, 12 Zeraphins. 1704 Churchill’s
Collect. Voy. & Trav. 111. 772,2 A Candil of Rice was sold

for z:,oo Seraphyns, or Gilders. 1727 A HamintonN New
Aec. E. 1. xx1. 249 Their Soldiers Pay [at Goa] is very
small. have but six Xerapheens per Month, .
\ur..pl‘un is worth about sixteen Pence half Penv \ter
1858 Siyvmonos Dict. Trade, Zeraphim, a former money of
account of Goa, of 230 Portugese rois.

seraphine (‘serafi:n). Alsc seraphina. [f. SERAPH

+ -iNE.] A musical instrument of the reed kind,
invented by John Green in 1833,

1839 Crv. Engin. & Arch. FJral. 110 318:2 Certan
improvements in the construction of certain musical
instruments .. of the kind commaonh calied scraphines. 1845

Guestey Frank's First Trip 201 5ix or cight women . were
singing a plaintive hymn, accompamed by ascraphine. 1879

I Hekins in Grove's Dict. Mus. 1 667 In England
kevboard harmonicas with bellows were known by the nanie
of Seraphine, which was not an harmonium. 1900 Westm
Guz. 7 June 8.1 In most Boer houses of the better class there
s an American urgan or “sceraphine

SERAYA

'seraphism. rare. [f SERAPH! + -15M.] Ecstatic
devotion.

1846 C. MaitLanp Ch. Catacombs 212 That religion..
presents . a joyful serenity, worth all. . the proud seraphism
of the Thebaid.

tse'raphium. Obs.—! ? = SERAPINE.
1583 Rates Custorm ho. E1jj b, Seraphium the pound.

‘Serapias (so'reipies). [L. serapias, f. the name
of the Egvptian god Serapis.] Formerly, a book-
name for various orchids, and for the dried roots
of these as used in pharmacy. Now only mod.
Latin (Bot.) as the name of an orchidacecus

genus.
1597 Gerarve Herdal 1. civ. 173 We haue called these
kindes apias stones, or Orchis Qeraplades .taking the

name as it were from Serapias the god of the Cirizens of
Alexandria. .. It is also called. .in Enghsh Satyvrion, and
finger Orchis. 1640 ParkinsoN Thear. Bot. 1354 The
properties of these Serapiaes. 1706 PHiLLips (ed. Kersey),
Serapios. (Gr.) an Herb call'd Dog-stones, or Rag-wort.
1753 Chambers's Cvel. Suppl., Serapias, in the materia
medicn. the oficinal name of the dried root, called salep.

serapic (sarepik), a. [f. Serap-is + -1¢.] Of or
pertaining to the Egyptian god Serapi;
(BBE Pup. Sex Manthly XXXI1. 560 (Cent. )’1 hc\ include

various types of the god Abraxas, Cnuphic and Serapic
emblems, Egvptian types.

tserapin(e. Obs. Also in Latin form. [ad.
med. L. serapim.m; of obscure origin; perh. this
and SAGAPENUM represent some Oriental word.]

1. = SAGAPENUM.

a. 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. (1804} 33 Azuferida is best
medicyn if pou make of him emplastre, serapinum, & pe
fecis of a hitil wex. 1543 TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg Interpr..
Sagapenum commonly called Serapinum droppeth out of
the stalke of ferula. a 1618 Rates Marchandizes F 2b, Gum
Serupinum.

B. 1526 Grete Flerball ceclxxx. (1529) X 1. Serapynis . . the
gomme of a tre that groweth beyonde the sec 2nd in Grece.
cx580 Lioyp Treas Flealth Gi), Serapine stampte and put
into the hollow tooth taketh awat ve paines therof. 1§55
Epex Decades {Arb.) 26 Cumme Serapine. 1714 Fr. 22
Rates y2 Gum Serapin per 100 Weight 06 os.

2. The tree that produces sagapenum.

1585 I WasHINGTON tr. Nicholay's Yoy, 11. x. 43 Al
manTr of trees, as pinetrees, Serapins, Cvpres, Tercbinths
(ete. ]

seraskier (scra'skia{r)).
serasquier. (repr. Turkish pronunciation of
Pers. sercasker head of the army, f. ser head +
Arab. saskar army.] The titie of the Turkish
Mlinister of War, who was also commander in
chief of the army.

1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1952/2 The Turkish Otficer, who is
known by the Title of Serasquier. 1717 Laipy M
MonTact Let. to Pope 12 Feb., A very numerous garrisorn of
their bravest janissaries, commanded by a pasha seraskiér
(i.e. general). 1803 WitTMaN Trav. Turkey 237 The title of
Seraskier corresponds with that of our commander in chief
of the army. 1876 A. J. Evans Through Bosmia vi. 261 The
Seraskicr at Stamboul .. had persisted in withdrawing the
regulars stationed in the province.

Hist. Also seraskur,

i Seraskierate (scre'skiorat). Also seraskarat,
-kerat -keriat(e, -kierat. [f. prec. + -aTe'.} The
War Office at Constantinople.

1876 fllustr. Lond. News 8 July 432 The execution . took
place .. in the open square of the Seraskierate or War Othee.
1877 Encyel. Brit. V1. 307 The great tower of Galara, like
that of the Seraskierat (War Office) on the opposite heightin
Stamboul, is used as a fire-tower. 1891 Atheneum 26 Dec
868:3 They are instructed to send ail local details as to
blfud[lon to Iht Sfl 48 'Il rate

tserate. Obs.
(See quot.)

1600 SURFLET Country Farm i xiv. yo The Nurmans de
boile milke with garlicke and omons, and keepe it in vesscis
for their vse, calling 1t sowre mitke or Scrawe

U la. F. t(laict} serat (Cotgr.).]

sgrauee, seraw(e, seray, obs. ff. sgrarl.

Serax (‘seraks). Pharm. A proprietary name in
Canada and the U.S. for 0XAZEPAM.

1957 Official Gaz. {U.S. Patent Office) 27 Aug. 13 148 2
American Home Products Corporaton. Serax. For
ataractic. First use Feb. 4. 1957. 1968 Jrul. Pharmuceut. Sci
LVIL 3t2/2 Oxazepam s 2 psychotropw agent. [Nute|
Markered as Serax by Wvyeth Laboratories, Philadeiphia.
Pa. 1974 M. C. Gewatb Pharmacol. xvi. 309 The
benzodtazepine denvatives include. . oxazepam  {Serax)
1977 Rolling Stone 30 June 81 3, I reached into my shirt
pocket, removed two 30 mg. Scrax capsules, popped them
mnto my mouth, and washed them down with the drink

seraya {sg'raw). [Mal.} A forest tree of the
genus Shorea or Parashorea, belonging 10 the
family Dipterocarpacea and native to south-
east Asia; also, the hardwood timber produced
by a tree of this kind. Cf. LAUAN, MERANTI.
1893 G. KiNc in Jral. Asiatic Soc. Bengal LX11. 11,112 Its
vernacular name in Penang is Serava. 1916 Bull. Dept
Furestry Brit. N. Borneo No. 1. 1g The better coloured and
hgured pieces of Seriah make very acceptable substitutes for
Mahogany, 10 panels, veneers, cte. 1920 A L. Howarp
Man. Timbers World 256 'T'he woud has been calied by 2
vanety of names such as East Indian mahogany and East
Indian cedar, as well s by its proper nume of serayah. 1940
E. J. H. Corner Hayside Trees Mulaya 1. 213 The Seraya
.is perhaps the only forest-tree that can be identficd from



SERAYN

afar by its pale, outstanding crown. 1956 Handbk. of
Hardwoods (Foredt Prod. Res, Lab.) 153 Red seraya or light
red seraya..may 'be described as the North Borneo
equivalent of light red meranti. Ibid. 212 White seraya
%ngs to an average height of 120 ft. 1662 J. C. 5. BROUGH

imbers for Woodwork (rev. ed.) xvi. 174 Seraya..ranges
from straw to reddish-brown. 196§ R. McKie gompauy of
Awimals i. 36 We strpped high on the ridge in light jungle
topped by seraya trees. 1975 {see Lauani.

serayn(e, obs. forms of SIREN.

Serb (sazb), sb. and a. Also g Syrbe. [a. Serbian
Srb, Serb. Cf. F. Serbe.] A. sb.

1. ta. A Wend of Lusatia. (Cf. Sors.) Obs. b.
A rative of Serbia, a Serbian.

1813 Q. Rev. X. 283 The Serbs or Wends came about the
same time into the countries between the Saal and the Oder.
1843 Penny Cycl. XXIL. 103/2 The Syrbes or Wends, who
inhabit Lusatia. 86z MuL Repr. Gout. xvi. 292 The
population of Hungary is composed of Magyars, Slovacks,
Crouts, Serbs, Roumans, and in some districts, Germans.
1866 Chamb. Encycl. VIII. 629/2 (art. Servia) Every Serb
carries arms. 1883 MorriLL Slav. Lit. ii. 33 The Serbs have,
unlike the Russians and other Slavs, kept their old name.

2. The Serbian language.

1886 Fortn. Rev. Jan. 146 Serb became a proscribed
tongue. I Macm. Mag. Nov. 40 Everyone, whether
Christian or Moslem, speaxs Serb anly.

B. adj. Serbian.

1876 A. J. EVANS Through Bosnia . 16 The barbarous Serb
races who settled in the Danubian basin in the fifth and
succeeding centuries. .

Serbizan ('saben), a. and sb. [f. SErs + -1aN.]

A. adj. Of or belonging to Serbia, a constituent
republic of Yugoslavia, occupied by a Slavonic
people.

; The Slavonic kingdom of Serbia was conquered by the
Turks in 1389; the country remained a principality tributary
to Turkey until 1878, when the kingdom was revived. It was
absorbed into Yugoslavia after the end of the First World

ar. .

1876 A. J. Evans Through Bosnia i. 7 The headdress of the
Serbian women. 1883 MoariLL Slav. Lit. i. 8 The Serbian
chieftain, Vouk Brankovitch. i . .

B. sh. a. A native or an inhabitant of Serbia.

1848 C. BUNSEN in Rep. Brit. Assoc. Advancem. Sci. 1847
267 %‘he sixth family is thae of the Slavonic nations in their
wwo great branches;..the western, the languages of the
‘Tschechs {(Bohemians), Slovaks, Poles, and Serbians. 1862
DENTON Servia & Servians 11 About the middle of the
seventh century the Serbians, a Sclavonic tribe, entered
Mesia. .

b. The Serbian language.

xs\(g Misses MACKENZIE & [RBY Turks, Greeks & Slavorns
412 We asked, in Serbian, if they would kindly show us their
books. 1876 A. ]. Evans Througis Bosnia i. 26 Besides my
native tongue..1 know Serbisn. 887 MorriLL (title)
Simplified grammar of Serbiun.

'Serbo-, combining form of Sers, as
Serbo-Croat, -Croafian; Serbo-Bulgarian,
-Greek, -Italian ad)s. Cf. SERvO-. .

1923 G. BUCHANAN My Mission to Russia L. vi. 69 The so-
called *Serbo-Bulgarian Customs Union Treaty, negotiated
in 1905, was never ratified by the Skuptschina. 190g
Contemp. Rev. Apr. 598 The *Serbo-Croat language. 1931
Times Lit. Suppl. 20 Jan. 82/3 Translations..from the
Russian, .. Judaeo-Spanish and %erbo-Cmm. 1976 W. H.
CaNaway Willow-Pattern War vii. g Petar was bilingual in
Serbo-Croat and Albanian. 1883 MorriLL Slev. Lit. i, 8
“The..extent of the territory over which *Serbo-Croatian
and its dialects. . are spoken. 1988 Everyman's Encycl. X1.
234/1 Later there were atierapts to replace the decaying
Byzantine empire by a *Serbo-Greek empire. 1972 D.
Dakin Unification of Greece ix. 126 The Serbo-Greek
alliance of 1867. 1896 A. J. Evans Through Bosnia ix. 389
Her *Serbo-Italian neighbours.

Serbonian (s3rbsunian), a. [f. Gr. ZepBavi-s
(Aurg) + -AN.] Serbomion bog: Milton’s name
for Lake Serbonis in Lower Egypt, a marshy
‘tract (now dry) covered with shifting sand.
Hence used allusively.

1667 MiLToN P.L. 1. 592 A gulf profound as that
Serbonian Bog Betwixt Damiata and mount Casius old,
Where Armiss whole have sunk. 1790 BURKE Fr. Rev. Sel.
Wks. I1. 231 In the ‘Serbonian bog™ of this base oligarchy
they are all absorbed, sunk, and lost for ever. 1903 MORLEY
Gladstone viir. vii. 11, 121 The Serbonian bog of Egyptian
finance

sere, obs. form of SARK.
serce, obs. Sc. form of SEARCH w.
serce, sercer, obs. fi. SEARCE, SEARCER.
sercell, var. SARCEL Obs. (hawk's feather).
sercexett, obs. form of SARSENET.
tserch. Obs. rare. Also s seergh. [Of obscure
origin.] ? Some kind of worked stone for
building purposes.

1416-17 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 11. 442 Pro

Iviij pedibus de lapid’ vocat’ seerghys 1j*. v4. c 1425 Ibid. I1.
445 Pro. . xxiij pedibus de serchis.

serchi{e, obs. forms of SEARCH sb..and v.

sercial ('sa:sial). A kind of Madeira wine.

1818 Accum Chem. Tests 190. 1881 REDDING Mod. Wines
{ed. 3) 265 The sercial is sa1d to be the product of the hock
grape, transplanted to the island. 1873 gt. Pauls Mag. June
637 A glass of his favourite old Sercial. x88z ELLEN M.

TavYLOR Madeira 75 The principal varieties of wine-making
grapes are the following: i’hlvuia, Bual, Sercial [etc.].

sercil, var. SARCEL.
sercle, obs. form of CirRCLE.

serclet(t, obs. forms of CIRCLET.
1830 PALSGR. 269/2 Serclet for a brides heed, cedre.

sercote, obs. form of SURCOAT.

sercute, obs. form of CIRCUIT sb.
1306 Kal. Sheph. (Sornmer) 125 The mone maketh one
tumyng or one sercute . . within xxvii. dayes or there about.

serd, var. SARD v. and obs. pa. t. of SERVE.

|serdab (sar'da:b). Also serdaub, sirdab. [Pers.
(hence Arab.) serdab grotto, ice-house, cellar.]

a. In Western Asia, a cellar or underground
chamber. b. In Egypt, a secret passage or
chamber in an ancient tomb.

a. 1842 W. F. AINsworTH Trav. Asia Minor, etc. IL. 331
The founduti cellars, or serdsubs, .. were generally all
that remuined, 1843 J. B. FrAser Mesopot. & Assyria i. 25
When the inhabitants of Bagdad are panting in their sirdabs,
or cellars under ground, whither they retire to avoid the rays
of the sun. . .

b. 1877 Miss A. B. Epwarps Up Nile iv. 92 This tomb. .
aiso contains a secret passage of the kind that M. Mariette

calls a serdab. These serdabs are constructed in the -

thickness of the walls and have no entrances. 3897 Daily
News s July 8/3 In the serdab, or statue-chamber, of one of
the principal tombs, a very fine statué. . was found.

serdar, obs. form of SIRDAR.

serdge, obs. form of CIERGE, wax candle.
lg;l Test. Ebor. (Surtees) VI. 84 The other xii serdges to
be burned in like manner. -

+serdoner. Obs. rare—!.

a 1850 Image Ipocr. 11. in Shelton’s Whs. (1843) 11. 429
Thou arte.. The syre of serdoners, And prince of
pardoners.

1 sere, sb.! Obs. Also 7 seere, serre, sear(e. [a.
OF. serre, vbl. n. £ serre-r to hold fast,
shut:—pop.L. serrare, altered form of late L.
serare, f. sera bolt, bar. Cf. sear sb.!] A claw,
talon. :

1606 SYLVESTER Du Bartas 11. iv. 1. Tropheis 136 A paire of
busie chattering Pies, Seeing some hardie Tercell from the
skies To stoop with rav’nous sbres, feel a chill fear. 1618
CHAPMAN Hesiod’s Georg. 1. 318 The Hauke once, hauing
trust vp in his Seres, The sweet-tun'd Nightingale. 1683
Lond. Gaz. No. 1799/4 Lost near Cadnam .., a thorough
mewed Falcon, the Feet and Sear very yellow. 1864 LoweLL
McClelian’s Rep. Wks. 18g0 V. 94 Every excuse was
invented . . except the true one, that our chicken was no cagle
after all. He was hardening his seres, hedwas waiting for his
wings to grow [etc.].

sere (s13(r)), sb.? Ecol. [f. L. seré-re to join in a
series.] A series of plant communities, each
naturally succeeding the previous one.

1916 F. E. CLEMENTS Plant Succession i. 4 A sere is a unit
succession. It comprises the development of & formation
from the appearance of the first pioneers throughthe final or
climuax stage. 940 Geogr. Yrnl. XCVI. 8 The seres which
follow the destruction of climax vegetation in the alpine
region [of the Himalayas] vary. 1960 N. PoLunin Introd;

SEREAN:

generation. 1880 O, W. HoLmes Shadows 18 Some locks-had
got silvered, some lives had &own sere. )

c. absol. (Cf. quot. 1605 in 1b.)

1791 W. TaYLOR tr. Lessing's Nathawn 1v. (1886) 133 In m:
sear of life An Assad blossoms for me. 1890 ]. WaTson Cou}.'
Poacher (18g3) 74 By the third week of October, the yellow
and seve of the year has come.

12. Of t,ext]x&e fabrics: Thin, worn. Obs. -

1523 Rec. St. Mary at Hill (1904) 35 An Olde Seer d; r
T we?l. 1891 Percivact Sp. Dict., &gdenm, theyp.z::e
where cloth is seere or thinne. 21631 Downe Elegies i.
Poems (xé&q If swolne with poyson, hee lay in his last
bed, His y with & wre-buﬁ covered. 1736 Pecce
Kenticisms (E.D.S.) 45 My coat is very sure. <
CoLERIDGE Anc. Mar. V. v, A roaring wind .. shook the sails
That were so thin and sere. .

3. Comb. a. Forming parasynthetic adjectives,
as sere-colowred, sere-leaved, +sere-souled.
Also t'sere-dried pa. pple., dried to excess.
1901 Westm. Gax. 290 May 2/1 The buckground of *sere-
coloured autumn foliage suggests the of a glorious
summer day. 2687 G. Starxey Helwont’s Vind. fz Hay,

‘which if *sear-dryed in the Sun, is half in half damnified.

180 D. LiNosay in Poets Aynh.,u_.?xo) 254 *Scar leaved
decay does o’er the woodland steal. 3639 H. M. Pair
Spectacles for Nation 4 Tell us you *Seas-soul’d man.that
will sweas pro and con, tell me what an cath is? -
1b. in syntactical combinations formerly often
hyphened or written as single words: sere tree,
wood; also sere month, a name for August. Obs.
1686-7 AuBreY Rem. Gentilisme g:ﬂx) 123 Proverbs. ..
Item, Good to cut Briars in the *Sere month (i) August.
?a1616 BEaum. & Fr. Wit without M n i, Old age like
*Seer-trees, s m seen affected. ¢ 1631 CuarMaN Hliad
1. 449 The Priest, with small *sere wood Did sacrifice, 700
Drypen Flower & Leaf 414 The Lawrel-Champions. .’
Sere-wood from the rotten Hedges took. 1784 CuiLum Hist.
H d 173 The wood fers always tell you they never
take any but sear wood.
¢. sereward adv., towards decay (rare—1).
1902 T. HarDY Poems of Past & Present 142 The sun and
shadows wheel, Scason and season sereward steal.

t+sere, adv. and a.! Obs. (? exc. dial.). Forms:
3-§ ser, 3-6 seir, 3-6, 8 (dial.) sere, 4 seyre,
schere, 4, 7, 9 (dial.) seer, 5-6 seyr, 5, 7 seere, 6
seare. [a. ON. sér, orig. dative of the refl. pron.
(accus. sk, gen. sin); the sense ‘for oneself’ gave
rise in ON. to the advb. meaning ‘separately,
apart’ (also in compounds, e.g. sérdeilis partly,
sérligr particular); the further development into
an adj. is peculiar to English. Cf. Da. sar
singular, Da. iser, Sw. sdr particularly.]

A. adv. Separately, severally. sere twice, on

two separate occasions,

ax Cursor M. 4231 His oper suns-com ilkan sere For to
mend pair fader chere. 13.. Gaw. & Gr. Knt. 1532, I haf
seten by your-self here sere twyes, 3et herde I neuer of your
hed helde no wordez r‘z euer longed to luf. cu:m York
Myst. ii. 20 pe water I will be set to flowe bothe and
nere, And pan pe firmament, in'mydis to set pame sere.

b. ? ‘All told’, in all. .

?a1bo0 Floddem F. iii. (1664) 36 The number did but
mount To six and twenty thousand seere.

B. adj.

1. Separate, distinct; each in particular, single.

¢ 2200 ORMIN 18653 Forr ser iss Sune, & Faderr ser, Scser
iss pesare bapre Allmahhtiy Gast. a 1300 Cursor M. 5461 His

Plant Geogr. xi. 323 Such is ion, the develop

series of communities conatituting » sere and leading up to
a state of relative stability and permanence known as the
climax.

sere, sear (si(r)), a.! Forms: 1 séar, siere,
4-7 seare, seere, 4-8 seer, 5 seyr, 6 seyre, 7
seir{e, 7-9 (dial.) sare, 4- sere, 6- sear. [OE.
séar corresponds to MLG. "sér (LG. soor),
Du. zoor:—OTeut. *sauzo-:—Indogermanic
*sausé-, whence Lith. sadsas, OS\. suyid, Gr. ados
dry, Skr. ¢ésha drying up, withering.

OE. seems to have had also a synonymous derivative siere
(:—"*sauzjo-), which in later Eng. would be represented by
the same form as séar.}

1. a.

824 Grant in Birch Cartul. Sax. 1. s1g Hit stent on pam
sieran boc hagan. a1000 Glass. Prudent. 1n Germania (1878)
XI. 402 Stersles, seare. 13.. K. Alis. 4425 (Bodl. MS.) be
spere crakep also picke So on hegge scre stykke. ci4as

‘ound. St. Bartholomew's (E.E.T.S5.}) 28 Seyr and drye
membyrs. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W.de W. 1531) 47b, And that
appereth in the tree of nature whiche..in wynter..semeth
seyre, drye, & in maner as deed. 1890 SHAks. Com. Evr. iv.
ii. 19 He is deformed, crooked, old, and sere. 1620 QUARLES
Feast for Wormes C4, Will greene wood burne, when so

~vnapt’s the seire? 1728 Bradley’s Fam. Dict. s.v. Thauhi’:ﬁ,
reak.

When they [Withs] are grown Sear they will fly and b
1805 WoRrDsw. Prelude 1. B4 Now here, now there, an acorn,
from its cup Dislodged, through sere leaves rustled. 19031
H. TRreNcH Deirdre Wed 12 Aghast, the woman Fumbled at
her sere breast, and wept. ,

b. transf. and fig., and in fig. context.

1530 TINDALE Gen. xlvii. 21 marg. To sucke out y* iuce of
them with theitx poetrye, till all be seer bowes and no thinge
greene ssve their awne comenwelth. 2567 Turserv. Ouvid's
Ep. 93b, Receyue me to thy carelesse couch in sere and
silent night. !Zos Suaks. Mach. v. iii. 25, [ haue liu’d long
enough, my way of life Is falne into the Seare, the yellow
Leafe. 1633 T. Apams Exp. z Pet. ii. 13 The house that
grows sere, needs supporters. 1798 COLERIDGE Sonnet to
Southey, Till sickly Passion’s drooping Myrtles sear
Blossom anew. 1837 Carp. WisemaN St. Eliz. of Hungary in
Ess. (1853) I11. 226 ‘The rude materialities of life in this scar

Dry, withered. Now poet. or rhetorical..

suns bl d he on rau, He gaue ilkan seir benissun. 1340
Hamrore Pr. Consc. §894 Men sal alswa yhelde rekken
sere Of al gudes pat God has gefen pam here. a1400 Rel.
Pieces fr. Thornton MS. v. b4 }hesu, joyne pi lufe in my
thoghte, Swa pat pay neuer be sere. 1545 Asciam Toxzoph,
11. (Arb.) 107 Instrumentes for euery sere archer to brynge
with him, proper for his own vse. 1868 CALFHILL Answ.
Martiall v. 130b, Traditions in euery age with euery sere
byshop [haue] varied.

2. Divers, various, sundry.

a1300 Cursor M. 2 And romans red on ‘thancres sere.
Ibid. 6840 Your land yee sal sau seuen yeir, And scer par-of
your corns seir. a 1340 HameoLe Ps. cl. patis made
-I:/l .Sl It;)ure of sere whisﬂs. <1378 Lay Folks Mass-bk.
(MS.B.) 70, I .have s argely, In mony s: sere,
¢ 1480 Bk. Curtasye zm Babees ;k.. pe boke hyynn‘:ee.dla a
chorle of chere, t vylany spekes be wemen sere. “'3
Jas. I Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 18 That your vertewis singuler an:
seir May wholly all in them be also found. 1693 Ray N.C.

Words (E.D.S.)). 1703 TuoRrEssYy Let. 10 Ray s.v. 1829

Brockerr N.C. Gloss. (ed. 2) 261. .

3. Comb., as sere-coloured, parti-coloured; .
(on) sere-wise adv., in divers ways. .

tlfs St. Mary of Oignies 11. i. in> Anglia VIIL. t5tfs A
cote *sere-colerd comynge to pe helys. 1340 HameoLe Py.
Censc. 3261 bus sal pai on *sere-wyse pyned be, Sum many
wynter for pair syn. c 1378 Sc. Leg. Samts xxviii. (Margaret)
515, & hyre prayere quhen scho had ser-wyse to god
deuotely mad, a licht of hewine ruthly schane.

sere, var. CERE sb. and v., SEAR v.; obs, f. SIR sb.
serea, obs. form of SIRRAH.

1'Serean, a. and sb. Obs. {f. L. Sér-es (sec
SeRres) + -EAN. Cf. SERIAN, SEric.] a. adj. Of or -
pertaining to the Seres; silken. b. sb. pl. = SEREs.

1606 SyLvesTER Du Bartas 11. iv. . Magnif. 316 That
hath soft Sereans yellow Spoyls. 1633 DrumM. oF HawtH.
Poems (1656) 160 Here are no Serean Fleeces.



SEREFE

serefe, obs. Sc. form of SHERIFF.
sereiaunt, obs. form of SERGEANT.

liserein (sarE). Meteorology. [Fr.: see SERENE
sb.'} A fine rain falling from a cloudless sky.

1908 Rockstro in Grove's Dict. Mus. IV. 418/2 The two
S de trios of Beeth . 319%3 Encycl, Brit. XXIV.
663/1 The six h {though without the
serenade style) was ld_l(zﬁted by Becthoven in. . the string
quartetin B flat, Ibid., The classics of the serenade forms are
among the works of Mozart and Haydn.

1870 TynpALL Heat § 495 Whose cond: ion pr
the serein. 1878 HuxrLey ; siogr. 41.

sereine, variant of SERENE sb.}

1 'serekin(s, a. Obs. Forms: 3 sirekin, serekines,
serekens, 3-4 serekin, 3-5 serkin. [f. SERE a4.%
+KIN sb.! (6b).] Of several kinds.

23300 Cursor M. 2654 Abraham ., Ppis ham sua mike! es to
rede Als fader 0 mani scrkyn lede. Iid. 7407 Dauid cuth on
3ere-kin [G6tt. serkin] note Bath he cuth on harpe and rote.
Iid. 10218 Ilkan pan to pe ten;rle broght SiccKkin gift after
pai moght. ¢ 1400 Langland's P. PI. C. (Iichester gl'l5~). in
Skeat 111. Pref. 36 On serkyn wys pes seculers jo 2ervefien
Lewed men by labour lyue and lordez gon hunt In

also,

frith asd in forest. )
t'serelepes, adv. (a.). Obs. Also 3\0mn'n,
serlepess, 4 - [f. SERE a.* + -Dep-' (#s in

ONLEPY) # &dvb, -es, -5.] Separatel
<2200 ORMIN 513, & iwhillc a0 serlepess off
twenntiy hirdess Was nemmnedd affterr an

fowre & twenntiy prestess. 13.. Gaow., .G K. 501
For-pi pis 30l owg*‘. % tvche sesoun
_sexlepes sued after oper. 1377 Lance. 2 PL.B. xvin 16
That thre pmf- bilongeth in owre lorde of hieuene, ‘An
sren serelepes by hem-self asondry were neure. i N
b. as adj. Separate, distincy; 8 ,- yarioys,
13.. E.E. Allit. P. A. 994 Vch tabelment was a) serlypex
ston. a 1400-50 Wars Alex. 4893 Seuenty wyn h :
of screlepis werkes,

t'serelepy, a. Obs. [f. sEve a.* + -lepy Yes in

ONLEPY).] Separate; with pl. sb, supdry,
various, - ° ' .

3400-80 Wars Alex. 6og it ware pai sett vn-sam&n of
‘er‘el bid. 4440 Sere-lepy kyndis. ‘1.:d. 4521
Sacrifice to itk & segge a sere-lepy gifte. )

+'serely, adv. Obs. Forma: 4 serelych, ,
4-5 ser(e)ly. [a. ON. sérliga: see SERE a.* ahd
-1y2] Particularly, separately.

c1380 Will. Palerne 3149 bei souyt alle so serliche iy
cites & smale townes,..pst no seg. . schuld haue schapit-\
e 1398 Lay-Folks Mase-Bk. B. 465 For hore soules, 1 o
derly, pate 1 shal} neven ”']Zi 13.. E.E. Alliy YQi
Sone haf pay her sortes sette & serelych del or.
Myse. xliv. 24 It nedis we va avise, bat e nojt serely.

serement, var. SERMENT Obs., oath.
seremon(y, obs. forms of CEREMONY.

+se'rena. Obs. rare. [It. (Neapolitan); <f. Sp.

.sereno in the same sense.] =SERENE sb.! .
1894 NasHE Terrors Nt. H1b, It hath enused such a thicke

fulsome Serena to descend on my brsine. 4 1600 R. DUDLEY

in Hehkluyt's V:ﬁ i

1149 The most infectious serenas or
dewes that fall -lgl‘gue coasts of Africa. 1733 Gentl.

Instructed 1. Suppl. 1ti. (ed. 5) 14 They had .. srmed
themselves sgainst the Serena with a Caudle. -

serenade (serineid), sb. Also 7 serenate, 8

seranade. (a. F. sérénade (16th c. in Hatz.-

Darm.), app. ad. It. serenata: see SERENATA.}
1.. A performance of vocal or instrumental

music given at night in the open air, esp. such a
performance given by a lover under the window

of his lady. . »

1656 BLOUNT Glossogr. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy.
Ambass. 236 They go and Sgeive the Governour 8 Sercnade.
1667 MaLton P.L.1v. renate, which the starv’d Lover
sings To his proud fair. 1713 ARBUTHNOT Yohn Bull 11. v,
The Musick and Serenades that were given her, sounded
more ungratefully in her Ears, than the Noise of a Screech
Owl. 1838 LyTTON Riensi 111 iii, MJ( voice awaked the
stillness of the waving sedges with a soldier's serenade. 1384
F. M. CRAWFORD Roman Singer 1. 163 A serenade 18 an
every-day affair. .

b. transf. and fig.

1 LoveLack Lucasta, To a Lady /
the soft Serenades above 1n calme of Night, when Cats make
Love. 1686 COWLEY Misc., Swallow 3 oolish Prater, what
do’st thou So enrl{‘ at my window do With thy tuneless
Q ded I

Moadam A. L. 118 Or

) 169 Author. 0. & N. Test. 111. 27
We are enablet? fo..entertain our seives with the serenades
of a good conscience. 1843+54 SURTEES Handley Cross lix,
When 1 will finish wot ['ve left unsung, as the tom-cat said
when the brick-bat cut short his serenade, 387x FoRsyTH
Highl. Central India 391, 1 listened onc night o the most
rernarkable serenade of tifers I ever heard.
" $2. A poem suitable for a serenade. Obs.

1710 Tatler No. 222 [P4 Horace’s tenth Ode of the third
book was otiginally a Serenade. . .

3. Mus. A piece of music suitable or specially
composed for singing or playing in the open air
as a complimentary performance. .

1728 Cuamsers Cyel. s.v., The Pieces compos'd or play'd
on these Occasions, are also call'd Serenades. 1794 Mps.
RapcLiFre Myst. Udolpho xvi, Some of their servants . . were
performing a simple serenade. 1883 RocksTrO in Grove's
Dict. Mus. Y11. 467/2 The most delicious example of thp
that we possess is thc Scrcnade in Sterndale Bennett's
Chamber Trioin A, Op. 27. a 1897 tr. Riemann’s Dict. Mus.
s.v., The only thing retained from the past in serenades is
that they have more movements than 18 usual in a sonata or
symphony.

4. attrib. and Comb.

serenade (serr’nerd), v. {f. the sb.]

L. trans. To entertain (a person) with a
serenade.

1672 WycHERLEY Love in Wood 11. i, 1 intend to serenade
the whole Park to-night. 1693 Comedy, Win Her & Take
Her 1. ii. 5 A fourth {[would] make verses upon you; tredt,
Y‘z-.den.(, and Serenade you. 1727 SEwaLL Diary 15 Apr.,

it night three musicians serenaded me undér my cham!
window. 1842 Mns. KirkLAND Forest Life §. 253 W's dnlys
parcel of fellers gone to serenade an old widower that's been
a-marrying of & young gisrl. 1887 FENN Master Cerem. vi, 1

am going to beg our to come with us sd-serenade s
lady whose name I will not mention.
b. tramsf. apd fig.

1749 FieLoing Tow Jomes v. ii, From serenading his
patient every hunting morning with the homn under his

window, it wes impossible to withhold him. 1774 G. WriTE
Selborne, To Barrington 28 ., Tn hot mornings scveral
[swifts]..dash ... 'the les and church ki

as they go in & very clamorous manner: thess.. . 4fe Fonia
to be males serenading their sitting hena. 1825 SEL:‘:D ustr.
Brit. Ormith. 240 The Mgle bird.. uttering the singular but
unmusical not~s with which he serenades his mate during

incubstion.
2“:::)' {of absol.) To perform a saen-:mide..al
3668 Drype~ Ewen, Lgye 1. i 9-When 1 go-a Serenadin
again with ‘em, ['il give et feave tomake Fiddle-strings o
te. . 2720 Tatler No. 222 P13 Our Honest

a“"’)’ idom be, 1 th 9!:5
men; , se gin to sing until they are 5
which also is .. the ti hen they .

to Serensde. viﬂ-’w, 1" warrant,

these cavaliers i.;*V¢ their loves among the Spanish betiuties
. will soon e serenading under their bslconies.

ence e
1673 Drypen Yissign. 11. in. 19 18 Serenadin
Rmﬁ? 1705 ]. ITAYLOR Journ. Edin. (1903} 90 We caus’
Serenading J\l es to be particularly plai’d at Sir kothian
lackets, E ’s and Astraca’s houses. 1797 T.

HOLCROFT tr. St

s Trav, L11. Ixxxviii. (68. 2) 449 The
custom of seren: will yepvail. i

vho serenades.
Mad. Fickle 1. iii, That an impertinent
i to talk thus. 1
Italian xvii, The music of serenaders. x
. M. Pearn{ Contrad. I. 29 A barca with serenaders was
ing.

. (sere'nata). Mus. [a. It. seremata an
¢vening stong (whence Sp., Pg. serenata, F.
‘SERENADE sb.), app. f. sereno the open
™ at. use of sereno SERENE a, (Pr. had serena
.'sense of ‘serenade’.)]}
X song. or form of cantata suitable for
‘ormance in the open air.

;743 Bovce (title) Solomon, a Serensta. 1834 Beckrorp
Italy 11. 263 ':Hlvms been a mighty reader of operas,
an 1862 SPENCER First Princ,

11. ii. 173 From the ballad up to the serenata.

2. A piece of instrumental music, developed
from the orchestral suite, and usually composed
of a march, and. 2 minuet interposed between
two movements of another kind.

1883 RocksTro in Grove's Dict. Mus. 111, 468/2 Haydn
also wrote Serenatas, but scems to have taken less kindly to
the style than Mozart.

iXor

+'serenate, v. Obs. rare~). [f. SERENE a. +
-ATEY; of. It. sevenare.] trans. To render serene.

1654 FLECKNOE Ten Years Trav. 169 Then for serenntinx
the mind,.. Where in lowd cities shal] you find
recollection like to this?

serenate, obs. form of SERENADE sb.

serendibite (s:'r}:ndlbalt. saren'dibait). ‘Min. {f.
Serendib, Serendip, a former name for Sri Lanka
+ -1TE".] A borosilicate of aluminium, calcium,
and magnesium, (Ca,Mg);A1;BSi, Oy, found as
bluish triclinic crystals in which iron often
replaces some of the aluminium and magnes-
ium.

1002 Nature 20 Feb. 383/2 Messts. G. T. Priorand A, K.
Coomara-Swamy gave an account of the mode of occurrence
and characters of ‘serendibite’, a new boro-silicate from
Ceylon. 1978 W. A. DExr et al. Rock-Forming Minerals (ed.
1) L. 66¢ A number of serendibite . . accurrences in spinel-
diopside skarns have been described from the Tayezhnoye
iron ore localities of southern Yakutia. .. Serendibite is also
found with sinhalite, warwickite and tourmaline..in the
skarns of Handemi district, Tanzania.

serendipitous  (seren'dipitas),  a. if.
SERENDIPIT(Y + -0Us.] a. Of persons: having the
faculty of making happy and unexpected
discoveries by accident.

1958 Times Lat. Stgpl‘ 22 Aug. 458/4 In the matter of
adventure Miss de Banke was serendipitous to the rth
degree. 1968 ‘E. McBain' Fuzzix. 146 La Brisca seemed to
be a serendipitous type who led them op a jolly excursion
halfway across the city. 197§ Reader’s Digest Oct. 150/2 And
all for the best, too, as serendipitous San Diegans gladly tel}

you. .
b. (The more usual sense.) Applied to
discoveries, meetings, etc., of this kind.

SERENE

1965 J. WAKeFIELD Death the Sure Physician 5o 1t’s rather
fortunate that | should come across a chap with similar
interests . . . distinctly serendipitous, in fact. 1971 Natxre 20
Aug. 538/2 This suggestion was confirmed by the isolation
of a stable tricarbonyliron complex of tetraphenylbutadiene
by a serendipitous method (many of the best discoveries in
the field have been made by chance). 1979 Amer. Speech
1978 LIIL. 272 As among these threc systems, the girls
couldn’t have cared less, Yerke's suggestion was
serendipitous.

Hence seren'dipitously adv.

1969 C. C. WiNTER Pract. Urol. vii. 211 Proetatitis is one
of the most of logic disord It may be
sympiom]esy :Ind~dx;aco\;‘e.rc:th o dipi ly in & routine,
two glass urinalysis in whic e first specimen shows some
white blood oelﬁ or a few more than in the second glass.
1974_Daily Tel. (Colour Suppl.) 39 Nov. 16/3 We can
imagine . Hodder meeting iton . .and  their
discovering, gerendipitous’g', a mutual interest in .
¢ Times Lit. Suppl. 14 Nov. 1275/4 He had the knack of

wn{: being serendipitously on hand when » tenement
caught fire.

serendipity (seren'dipitr). [f. Serendip, a
former name for Sii Lanka + -r'rvfs"" P !
A word coined by Horace Wi . wh 1
Mann, 28 Jan. 1 54ythn( he m*ﬂfa lt:,,;y:hg‘.‘fée ;cf'
the fairy-tale *The Thres es of Serendip’, the heroes of -
which ‘were always ! discoveries, by accidents and
”‘["22" of things they Were not in quest of".]
- faculty of making happy and unexpected
discoveries by accident. 'Also, the fact or an
m'gtancel of su%l:. adiscovery: -
‘ormerly rare, this word i A "H"1=!=!
i“wﬁh' w :;id w deriyatives have e
.17 ﬁ ALPOLE Lel. to Mann is di
indeed, is almost of that ki whichzlscjﬁgem;idg:?‘;ﬁ
E. SoLLy Index Titles of Fou . 5 The in, x‘:er was at
Soveniptty,  Horirbaavo. exlles akiog for
, 88 e cal t—t i :
one thing and finding snother— ',thc s lTnn- fons for
accidentslly found. 1026 E. M p
Xiii. 221 To the Seﬂmdigicty S
a friend in Westbourne, Grove—he ‘would often
ffa.A-a. r. gaj1 Our story’ - tg_iht: critical epr:
chat W )
de; s on chance, or rather on’wﬁx discovery often
‘serendipity’ —the chance observation
. 1971 _S. E. MorisoN European
Nanl:fm_ Voy}i.l;q Coh; “ s and Cabot. -
serendipity of history) dimovered America’
ieachmg gle Indics. 2980 TWA Ambassador Oct.

of the serendipity

has been called
an a receptive

aglumb Y,
30 ﬁeaple putting out s magazine,
. Hence seren'dipitist. .
1939 Jovce Finnegans Wake 191 You..semisemitic
seren: ipms_uou (thanks, [ think that describes you}
Europasianises lAﬂ'ery.nkl 1968 {:umh 13] l:lw.“.ll
f fipitists, the men d

Y

are the
by a fortunate law. .

+serene, sb.! Obs. Forms: 6-7 seren, 7 serene;"
-eine, -pin(e, syren(e, 8 serein. See also SERENA
and sgREIN. [a. F. serein of the same meaning
(OF. serain, sierain evening) =. Pg. serdo
:—popular L. *sérdnum, f. sér-um (F. soir)
evening, subst. use of neut. of L. sérus late.

The word seems to have been confused in Fr. with serein
SERENE a. The Sp. sereno SERENA may be from Fr.]
. Alight fall of moisture or fine rain after sunset
in hot countries (see SEREIN), formerly regarded
as & noxious dew or mist. .

150 FLORIO 2nd Fruites 1&_3 The Seren neuer hurts 2 man
in these colde countries. 1605 B. Jonson Vol mi. vii,
Some serene blast mee, or dire lightning strike This my
oﬂ'endinf face. 1626 BULLOKAR Eng. Expos., Seraine, a foggy
mist or darapish vapour falling in Italic about sunne set, at
which time it is vnwhol to be abroad ially
barcheaded. 1617 MoORYSON Itin. 1. 219 When the Syren or
dew falls at night, they keepe themselves within dores till it
be dried up. 162a F. MarkHam Bk. War 1. vii. 106 Which
not to acknowledge, would hang as a Sereine or rotfing
Mildew vpon any thankfull nature. 1636 G. Sanpys
Parapkr. Ps. cxxi. 205 Nor unwholsome Serene shall From
the Moons moyst influence fall. nﬁ? HowgwL Lett. (1650)
II. 7 Have a care of your health, take heed of the seren’s.
1682 Phil. Collect. X11. 148 To preserve the Brain from the
Serenes that fail in hot Countries. [1706 Prnars (ed.
Kersey), Serein (Fr.), a dampish and unwholesome Vapour,
that falls after Sun-set in hot Countries; a kind of Mildew.i

serene (si'Tiin), a. and sb.% [ad. L. serén-us clear,
fair, calm (of weather, etc.). Cf. OF. sert, serin,
serain, mod.F. serein, Sp., Pg., It. sereno.}

A. adj. )

1. Of the weather, air, sky: Clear, fine, and
calm (without cloud or rain or wind).

1508 DUNBAR Gold. Targe 108 Quhill loud resownyt the
firmament serene. o 1813 FABYAN Chron. V1. cexviii. 238 To
perce the heuyns that beeth so screne. 1621 BurRTON Anat.
Mel. 1. i. 1._v, As the heauen it selfe is, so is our life,
sometimes faire, sometimes oucrcast, tempestious, and
serene, 1855 MiLToN Corius 4 Where those immortal
shapes Of bright aéreal Spirits live insg(}:nr‘d In Regions
milde of calm and serene Ayr. 1660 R. COKE Power & Subj.
108 Whether it will be serene, or stormy weather. ax771
GRAY Song ¢ Western gales and skies serene Speak not
always winter past. 1G62@ Chapters Phys. Sci. 200 Timely
alternatives of serene and rainy days. 1867 H. MacmiLLAN
Bible Teach. v. (1870} 91 So pure and setene is the air that
..the faintest far-off sounds are heard with surprising
distinctness. : . .

b. Of the heavenly bodies: Shining with a clear
and tranquil light.

1704 PoPE Winter 6 The moon, serene in glory, mounts
the sky. 1744 AKENsIDE Pleas. Imag. 1. 61 Ere the radiant sun



SERENE

Sprung fram the east, or ‘'mid the vault of night The moon
suspended her serener lamp, 1817 SHELLEY Pr. Athanase 1.
()‘x Through which his soul, like Vesper's serene beam ..
Shone, softly burning. .

c. Hence as a poetic epithet of colour: Pure,
clear, ‘prlght. Also (cf. 2b), Quiet, scber.

1750 GRray Elegy 53 Full many a gem of purest 12y screne.
1846 1. ANDOR Pentameron Wks. [1. 143 Serener colours are
pleasanter ts our eves ard more becoming to our character.

2. Of other natural phenomena (e.g. the sea):
Calm, tranquil.

1812 ). WiLsoN Isle of Palms 111, 3907 And gazed where
injand waters lay Serene as night. X816 SHELLEY Mont Blanc
61 Mont Blanc appears--still, snowy, and serene. 1821 —
Helias 1ob7 A brighter Hellas rears its mountains From
waves serener far. 1870 O'Snavcunkssy Epic af Wamen 76

Through each shock of sound that shivers The serene palms

to their height.

b. transf. Restful to the eye, expressive or
suggestive of repose.

1849 Ruskin Serv. Lamps i %8. 6 The magnificent and
serene constructions of the early éo(hic. Ibid. iit. §a3. 88
Laws as inviolable and screne as those of nature herself.

3. Gf a person, his mind, circumstances, etc..
Calm, tranquil, untroubled, unperturbed. Of

the countenance: Expressive of inward calm,

unrufiled. "
) “fibe SERENTTY 2). 1640 FrLLER o, Fluss
(1867) 1. 1g Stokes, an Englishma. then present at the
council, his serene antagonist. X6gy7 CrareNvon Hist. Reb.
1§67 The duke heard him without the .cast commotion, and
with a countenance serenc enough.’ e PETTY sl riths
vii. {16g1) 103 The ardinary charge of the Government, in
times of deep and serene Peace. 1712 STEELE Sgu No. 282

P s He who resigns the World . .5 in constant Porsession of
a “I ind~~af18 “Byrox Juaw: l‘bum, A ‘yu} s
conscience m¥kes one $o screne! 1849 MACACLAY Flist) Eng.

w1 gbo His serene inyepidi ‘Ristinguished him among
thousands of brave soldiers. 870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl,
I1. 144 A great event in her serene life. yora Athenzum 8
July 35/t !\gr, Austin survéys his méhtal development with
serene satisfaction. . T )

b. all serene, a slang phr. for Half's well*, ‘all
tight’. Also jocularly all sereno.

1886 K. H. Dscyy Lover’s Seat L. vi. 161 Well I'never, all
serene, stunning, ..and such like phrases. 1859 Hotten's
Slang Dict., Serene, all right; 'its all serene’, a street phrase
of very modern adoption, the burden of a song. 1873
Routledge's Ev. Boy's Ann. 378!1 ‘All serene, Ben’, was the
gencral reply. 1901 F. HuME Golden Wang-hoi, ‘Al sereno!’
sung out }l)'cddy. ) . o

4. An honorific epithet given to a reigning
prince (esp. of Germany), formerly also to a
member of a royal house, etc.; sometimes
jocularly applied to anything apperiaining to
a person so designated. Also most serene
= rmed.L.. seremissimus, It. seremissimo, F.
sérénissime. Cf. SERENITY 4.

1503 DUNBAR Poems Ixxxix. 11 Borne of a princes most
serene. 15§2 LYNDESAY Monarche 3074 Amd send one
Message to the Quene, Prayand hir Maiestie serene That
scho wald [etc.]. 162¢ MassinGER Picture 1. ii, You are like
me a subiect. Yier more then serene Maiesty being present.
1660 Trial Regic. 17 A Warrant for the Execution of His late
Sacred and Serene Majesty. 1673 OciLpy Asia Ded., To
His Most Serene, and Most Excellent Majesty, Charles 11,
3711 Act 10 Annme c. ¢ The most serene Elector of
Brunswick-Lunenburgh. 3740 GrAY Let. 20 May, Pocms
(1775) 83 His Highness the Duke of Modena. . laid his most
serene commands upon me o write 0 Mr. West. 1745 H.
WaLpoLs Let. to Mann 24 June, The Duke of Saxe
Weissenfels . . is not of 30 serene a house but that he might
have known something of the motions of the Prussians. 1746
——— Let. to G. Montagu 17 June, The Serene Hessian is
gone. 1772 Ann. Reg. 153/2 Genoa, Dec. 26. On the 22d
instant .. died . . the serene John Baptist Cambiaso, Doge of
this republic. 1860 THACKERAY Four Georges i. (1861) 26
There were 600 horses in the Serene stables. [oid. 29 The
lovely sisters..journeyed to Hanover. and became
favourites of the serene house there reigning. 1879 BariNG-
Gotto Germany 1. 29 Princes to whom the predicate of
durchlaucht (‘your serene highness') is ac‘corded.

5. drop seveme: Milton’s rendering of mod.L.
gutta serena amaurosis: see GUTTA' 1b. Hence
allusively (quot. 1843).

1667 MiLtox P.L. ut. 25 So thick a drop serene hath
quencht thir Orbs. 1843 CaruyLg Past & Pr. 1. ik, Thick
serene opacity, thicker than amaurosis, veiled those smiling
eves of hus to Truth.

6. quasi-adr.

1655 Fansuawt tr. Camoens’ Lusiad 1. V. 57 Her
pleasant Vale.. Which Thou, sweet Tagus, waterst so
serene. 1728 YOUNG Love Fame ii. 43 Serene quoth Adam,
‘L.o' "twas crush'd by me’. 1769 Gray nstall. Ode 93 The
Star of Brunswick smiles serene. 1847 Emenson Poems,
Threnody Wks. (Bohn) 1. 488 Gentlest guardians marked
serene His early hope, his hiberal mien. o

B. sb. (absol. use of the adj.). {Similarly L.
serénum_(neut.), It. sereno, OF. seri, serain.]
Now rare or Obs. a. A condition of fine quiet
weather.

1644 DFRING Prop. Sacr Pref. b 2, It is indeed the present
issuc of thunder and tempest, but was begotten in 2 quiet
serene. 1760-72 1. Brooke Fool of Qual. (1859} 1. 226 No
more than ve can see the gloom of last winter in the smiling
serene of a summer’s evening.

b. The unruffled expanse of clear sky or calm
seda.

1769 Stk W. JoNks Palace Fortune Poems (1777) 28 And
twinkling stars emblaz’d the blue serene. 1781 Cowpen
Chariry- 132 The bark that plows the deep serene. 1812

. Byro~ Ch. Har. 1. Ixx. As winds come whispering lightly
from the west, Kassing, not ruffling, the blue deep's serene
1834 Mar. EpcewortH Helen 1. xi. 279 Not a ‘cloud

obscured the deep serene. 1870 O'Snavcunessy Epic of
Women 172 And some have . . through the biue serene Gone
up 1o heaven and been lost.

¢. Calm bnightness, quiet radiance.

1821 SHELLEV'Epipsych. 506 With moonlight patches .. Or
fragments of the day’s intense serene. 1863 |. WiLLiAms
Bapuistery i1, xxiii. (1874) 84 Lpon the dark and ruin'd scene

Throwing g beautiful - crene.

d.)Seremty, tranquillity (of mind, conditions,
etc.).

1942 YounG N1. Th. vii. 40 Deep in rich pasture will thy
Aocks complain? Not so; but to their master is deny’d To
share th ¢ sweet serene. 1960~72 H. BrookEe Fool of Qual.
(1%09) V. 107 The serenc of heart-felt happiness has litite
of adventure in it. 1762-9 FALCONER Shipwr. 1. 127 The
czim domestic scene Had o'er his temper breathed a gay
serene. 185t Mrs. Browming Casa d’)uda Wind: 1. 33§
Bchold, the people waits, Like God. As He, in His serene of
mighit, So they, in their endurance of long straits.

serene (st'riin), v. Now rare or Obs. [ad. L.
seréndre, f. serén-us SERENE a. Cf..16¢h-c. F.
serener (Ronsard).] trans. To make serene.

1. To-make (the sky, air) clear, bright, and
tranquil. tAlsor.to-clear from {cloudy sl fig. -

1613 J. Davies Muses Toares (Grosar:) 15/t Then let
Fates Snuffes and Puffes as winds of Grace, Serene the
Heauen of your Maiestick Face. 1639 SALTMARSHE Pract.
Policy 4 If your businesse be perpieXed and obscure. .the
best course heere for clearing and serening, is te divide the
parts that are mingled and more obscure. 2655 FANSHAWE
tr. Camoers’ Lusias 1x. xxiv. 178 She. where she piiees,
makes the Wind to lye With gentle mo..on, and serénes the
shkye. o 1711 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 17+ 11. 322 Heav'n
which lyefore in Rivuless.ran dpwn, Its Fuo. sepen’d, clear
from all'cloudy Frown. 1747 MaLLer#mentor & Theod " -
1ii. 42 As Reason th'; the mental stornf seren’d. 1628
Blackw. Me, . XX111, 486 Homex. apeare . .50 far
from beingt unfie for the gross stmosphere ol humai. nature,
.. soared through it like eagles, .. serened it ;like » c2lm;

tb. To C?arlfy, make clear angl bright (a
liquid). ;o ‘ :

T. ‘PurLIps: Cyder 1. 68 The Fo "
Northern Blasts take care Thy muddy Bev -ggf:;!,:,:::
and drive- Praccipitant the baser, ropy Lees.)

~ te. To expose to the air (articles ’suspected of
infection). Obs. i .

[Littré has F. sérénage for the action of dong this.

r 1750 M. MacKENZIE Plagur in Phil. Tran .S(LV 1. 38§
To what purpose . . keep thips in Sandgate-Crieek for weeks,
and even months, without Janding and sereMing the gods? ,

2. To make (a person, his mind, etc:) calm and
tranquil. tAlso, to cender frec from: (anything
that perturbs).

x654 WriTLock Zootomia 226 This ter;:{‘ . }.Sertnc.s thé

Soule from Passion. 1707 Norris Trear. Humibygy Y3 315
It caims and serenes the regions of the breast. 17!

Nt. Th. vit. 1463 Hope, like a cordial,. Man's "
once, inspirits, and serenes. 1854 Baiey Festus (ew. { thar
Thus serened, speak on. B 7
absol. 1836 Blackw. Mag. XXVIII. 886 Something
serenes or troubles. scothes of jars. . .
To make (the countenance, brow, calrh,
unruffled, or cheerful.

1648-99 J. BEAUMONT Psyche xv. cexvii. (1702) 237 Vhen
he seren'd his Father's gloomy Frown. 1218 Porg Il 1 xv.
178 While 2 Smile serenes his awful Brow. 1833 T. L <8y
Lucretius 111. 316 While Air, all calm and gentle, sogthes the
breast. Serenes the face, and Julls the soul to rest.

serene, obs. form of SIREN.

serenely (si'rinli), adv. [f. SERENE a. + 2pyt]
In a serene manner.

1690 Locke Hum. Und, 1.1ii. §13 It being irnpossible, that
Vien should., without Shame or Fear, confidently and
secenely break a Rule, which they could not but evidently
know, that God had set up. 17049 Pore Autumn 13 Now
setting Pheebus shone serenely bright. 1837 CARLyLE Fr.
Rep. 1. vil. xi She..stands alone, her hands sercncly
crossed on her breast. 1880 ‘Ouvipa’ Moths L. 9 Lady Dolly
smiled serenely on the person who glided to her elbow.
sereneness (s'riznnis). rare. [-NEss.] The
quality of being serene; serenity.

1628 Frituam Resolves 1. v. 11 A man that. labours to
approue himselfe in the serenenesse cof s healthful
Conscience. 1721 R. Kertu tr. 7. & Kempis, Solil. Soul xvi.
233 But now in the Sereneness of my Mind, and in the Quiet
of Solitude, | was in a Capacity o see and reflect. £
BLACKIE Songs Relig. 9 With a smile of cold sereneness,
Came the Sadducee.

+b. as a title = SERENITY 4. Obs.

1728 Cuampers Cycl. s.v. Sereme, The Em) eror, . .in
treating with them, uses Electoral Sereneness or eremty to
the Electors; and Ducal Sereneness to the other Princes.

+'sereness!. Obs. In 4 ser(e)nes. [f. sERE a.® +
-NEss.] Diversity, variety.

21300 Cursor M. 368 pe werld i call wit min entens pe
mater of pe four elements, bat yeit was tan o forme
mischapen, Quar of was serenes sipen scapen. a1300 E.E.
Pralter xliv. 11 Vmgiuen with sernes gode [Vulg. cizeumdata
varietate], a1340 Hameore Psalter xliv. 15 Vmcled in
sernesis EVu)g, circumamicta varietatibus).

‘sereness?. [f. sere a.! + -Ngss.) The quality of
being sere, or dry and withered.

¢ 1440 Promp. Parv. 453/2 Seernesse [v.7. sernesse], or up-
dryynge of treys or herbis, miditas, marcor. ;{530 PALSGR.
269/2 Serenesse drinesse, sechevr. 1611 SpreD Hust. Gt Bnit.
1x. xii. § 141 Wherin he seemed ro forget the searnesse of his
body, and the greennesse of his Grandchild yong Richard.
1660 HexHam 11, Dorheydt ofte Dorrigheydt, Drienesse,
Searenesse, or Witherednesse.

SERENIZE

tse'renify, v. Obs. rare-'. f[ad. med.L.
serénificare to make serene: see SERENE a. and
-Fy.] intr, To become gerer=,

1612 tr. Benvenuto's Passenger 1. 243 It's now the faire,

virmilion, pleasant spring, When meadowes laugh, and
heaven serencfies.

isere'nissime, a. and sb. rare. [a. F. sérémissime
(1sth c.), ad. It. serenissimo or L. serénissimus,
superl. of It. sereno, L. serénus SERENE a.] ‘Most
serene’; an honorific epithet bestowed on certain

' princes. Also sb., one so entitled.

1624 Brief Inform. Palr te 5 The Ser Prince
and Lord Lewis King of Hungary. 188x Larwoop Lond.
Parks xvi. 328 He showed his prowess to. . foreign princes
and German serenissimes.

lisere’'nissimo, @. and sb. Obs. Pl i, also -0's.
{It.: see prec.] = prec. T
1668 Sir T. Hersert Trav, (1677) 140 The Tiara which - ’
was worn by Serenissimo’s. 167245, Nieremberg’s Temporal
& Eternal m. vi. 272 (Swuanf) How many are called
Serenissimi, Wl ave their undetstanding desisened.

ficl‘wmm: Obs. rare. [f. L. serénissim
us (see above) + -0 = SERENJSSIME a.
1643 U 3, Seremis

i i most famous, 3 terme
applyed to Kilngs. 1629 B. Jos 0 , 8 tel
P‘:u, and Sereseanin o:gﬂp{:;vson NM e Mpiestique

taqrembehde™Qpe rare~!. [f L. serén-us
SERENE a. {+ -TUDE, ity. t i
1672 Woyton's Relig., Edu,’ m which.. I am wont to

hope .. wilf flow a future quietude”#iill 5 itude {{

325 and (I:_u) 294 Serenity] in the Aﬁ%:‘qmtuﬁ;m()s "
sgqel;ift: (sr'reprtn). Also 6 -yte, 6~ -itie. [a. ¥,
sérénité, ad. L. serenitds, f. seyén- us: see SERENE 4.
and -iTY.] '

L Clear, fair an. calm weather; clearness and
stillngss of air and sky.

1 "S’I’ARKE'Y England 64 '_he sone communyth hys
pertektyon at al tymys 1o thet infaryor shyngys..as» wel ia
cloudys as in serenyte. 5594 ~SHLEY tr, Loys Le Roy 42 In
Syrig, and Egipt, where by the serenitie of the summer
seasgn, almost allthe starres are cleerely seen. TURMY
Mariner's Mag. v.v. 19 There is ncver no Raid, De . Hail,”
Snay, or Wind, but still a clear serenity. 1748 Anson’s Voy. -
IX i 08 The serenity of the sky was suddenty changed.
'xhar e Agysria Sketch Bk. 1. 15 One of those sudden storms
Tvome wilt sometimes bresk in upon the serenity of a summer
m)'lze- 2860 T¥nDALL Glac. 1. v. 40 No bréath disturbed

; Pt,i"fect serenity of the night.

- Pranquillity, peacefulness (of conditions,

etc.). Sometimes Witk
e 1. *xpEam,  FRiciRDge. 10,
21635 NAUNTON Fragm. Re, i

g N Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 32 Untill the tenth of
h?." "1"80 her times were calm and serene, though sometimes
tah mHe (’wcr-cast. .. For she clouds of Spain, and vapours of

e Holy League, began then to disperse and threaten her
serenity. 1687 CLARENDON Hist. mf. 1. $173 There being
R;w 80 great a serenity in all his dominions. 1820 Scotr

"f";-\"- xxx, “The serenity of Heaven’, she said, ‘is above
me.'t“ e sounds which are around are but those of earth and
elgt y passion.” 5869 H. Macmr-Lin Bible Teach. iv.
(1870} 65 The weary, careworn spir., bathes in the serenity
of the silence. e o

b. transf. Appearance of repogefulness., .

1849 RUSKIN Sev. Lamps iii. §17. 84 The desirablétiéss of
serenity in plane surfaces. N '

3. Cheerful tranquillity (of mind, temper,
countenance, etc.), ’

1599 Life Sir T. More in Wordsw. Eccl. Biog. (1853) 11
His serenitie of mind was alwayes alike. 05;63:”60»:;2:
Serm. lvi. (1640) 566 This. .is that Serenitas Conscientie, ..
that calme and serenity, that scquiescence, and security of
the Conscience. 1647 ;

LARENDON Hist. Reb. 1.§9 By degrees
he lost that temper and serenity of mind he h: mm
master of. 1690 Locke Hum. g;ld. 1. ifi. §9, I cannot seeHOW:
any Men, should ever transgress those Moral Rules, with™
Confidence, and Screnir{;l were they innate, and stamped
upon their Minds. 1794 Mrs. RapcLiFee Myse. Udolpho iii,
hen he rerurned, his countenance® d recovered its usual
serenity. 1888 BREWSTER Newton 1. xu. 310 Though ruffled
for a moment, Newton's excellent temper s00n recovered its
serenity. 1899 DoyLe Duet (1909) 123/1 She faced the
future with a sweet serenity. ’

4. A title of honour given to reigning princes
and other dignitaries. (So L. Serenitas, applied
to the Roman emperor, the Pope, bishops, etc.,
F. S¢ énité.)

1450 HoLLanp Howlat 379 Next t .c souerane signe was
sekirly sene, That seruit his serenite euer scruable. 1596
DacRympLe Leslie's Hist. Scot. L. 296 Quhilk gif your
Serenitie plesandlie accepte. 16x3 B. Canitr in Buccleuch
MSS. (Hist. MSS. Comm.) 1. 142 Do such good officcs with
her Serenity ss the Catholics may continue that hope
of her. 1693 Lond. Gaz. No. 2873,12 His Serenity [the Doge
of Venice] continucs still at the Lido. 1707 J. STevens tr.
Queveds's Com. Whs. (1709) 452 They could .. acquaint his
Serenity [the Duke of Genoa]. 1848 THACKERAY Van. Fair
Ixiii, The army was exhsusted in providing guards of honour
for the High Serenities, and fiencies who arriv
from all quarters. 1865 Daily Tel. 7 Nov. 6/4 The discreet
Boljcy adopted by theis Serenities the Doges of Venice. 1880
I IIS]!:'ELI Endym. 1. v.'so A German Serenity wss her

elight.

serenize, v. 7are. [f. SERENE a. + -12E. Stressed
‘serénize or se'renize.] trans. To make serene.
Hence serenizing ppl. a. ‘

" 1598 Torte Alba (1880) 66 This my lcarian soaring (boue
my reach) {Through Beautie, serenising fals my Harv). 1612
J. Davies Muse's Sacrif. {Grosart) 33/1 And being Grace
and Goodnesse most abstract, How can I, wanting both,




SERENO

serenize thee? 1865 Reader 11-Feb. 157 3 The sweet,
serenizing scenery of the Thames.

isereno (se‘reno). (Sp.] A Spanish night-
watrchman.

1897 Outing (U.S.) XXIX. 593:1 The fuot-falls of the
faithful sereno still lingered, cchoing down the solitary
street. 1904 W. CHURCHILL Crossing 111. vii. 493 A sereno..
was crying the hour.

tserenous, a. Obs. rare . {f. L. serén-us
SERENE a. + -OUS.} = SERENE @. I.

¢ 1440 Fallad. on Fush. 1. 67 In lond plesaunt & serenous
they cheue In euery kynde.

|Seres (‘spriz), pl. [L. Sérés (Gr. Zipes),
whence sericum siLk.] The name of a people
anciently inhabiting some part of Eastern Asia
(prob. China), whose country was believed to be
the orizinal home of silk. Hence tthe Seres'
wool, s 'k,

a1400 36 Wars Alex. 356 A sertane folke was in pat soile
pat Serres ere eallid, And all pe lyndis in pat land with leves
as wolle. 3580 LyLy Euphues (Arb.) 388 Yet often-times the
softnesse of ‘A'ooll, which the Seres sende, sticketh so fast to
the skinne, that . .1t fetcheth bloud. 1587 GreEne Euphues’
Censure (1634} C 4b, A worme that fretteth like the Seres
woole. 1697 DRYDEN Virg. Georg. 11. 169 How the Seres spin
Their feccy forests in a slender twine. 1842 Smith’s Diet.
Grk. & Rom. Antig. s.v. Sericum, Many of those [silks]
produced by the industry and taste of the Seres.

+'seresith. [f. SERE a.? + SITHE sb.'] Several
times.

a1300 Cursor M. 7066- pbar was slain 6 pam.. Aght
hundret sith sexti sextt and ten, O thusands seresith o pair
men.

+'serety. Obs. rare—1. In quot. seer-. [f. SERE a.?
+ -TY.} Variety.

a 1400-50 Wars Alex. 4654 For many seerties we seet
{?read he set] pat svsed all pe werde.

sereuy 1)ful, obs. forms of sorRrROWFUL.
se~-reverence, variant of SIR-REVERENCE.

tse'rew(e. Farriery. Obs. [a. F. suros, tsurot
(13th c. souros), f. sur upon + os bone.] A bony
excrescence on the leg of a horse.

1823 Firzuers. Hush. §96 A serewe is an vl soraunce, and
is lyke a splent, but it is s lyttell longer and more, and lyeth
vppe to the knee on the inner syde. And some horses haue
a throughe sercewe on bothe sydes of the legge. 1610
MARKHAM Maister-Peece 11. Ixiv. 326 Of the Serew, or
thesrow Splent.  Although diuers of ous Farriers do
distinguish . . betwixt a serew and a splent, saying, that the
serew is cuer of the out-side of tae leg. as the splentis of the
mside; vet.. the disease..is all of one. [Echoed by later
writers.]

serewe, sereyn, obs. fl. SORROW, SIREN.

serf (s3:f). [a. OF. serf:—L.. serv-um slave; cf.
Sp. siervo, Pg., It. servo.]

Notin Johnsor Todd 1818 has *Serf, aslave. Notin use’,
with quot. from Hume 1761 (see 2b).

11. A slave, bondman. Also fig. Obs.

1483 CAXTON Golden Leg. 101z Whe so loueth the
rychessys of thys world he is. . bonde and serf in kepyng the
rvchesse. Jbid. 243/2 There was 2 yong man which was serf
and bonde to a yonge lady. 1484 —— Chiralry 15 Yf thou
be wycked thou aughtest to be put under a serf or bonde
man. .

2. A person in a condition of servitude or
modified slavery, distinguished from what is
properly called ‘slavery’ in that the services due
to the master, and his power of disposal of his
‘serf’, are more or less limited by law or custom.

In  ost of the typical examples of serfdom, the serf was
‘attacued to the soil’ (adscriptus gleba), i.¢. he could not be
removed (except by manumission) from the lord’s land, and
was transferred with it when it passed to another owner.
This feature is often assigned as the distinctive mark of
‘serfdom’ as opposed to ‘slavery’, and is popularly
‘apprehended as an essential part of the notion.

a. In the 17-18th c. used (after Fr. example)
with reference to the contemporary condition of
the lower class of cultivators of the soil in
various countries of Europe, esp. in parts of
Germany, in Denmark, Poland, and Russia.
Now used Hist. with the same application;
chiefly with reference to Russia, where the serfs
were not emancipated until 1861, while
elsewhere in Europe serfdom ceased to exist
early in the 19th century.

1611 R. Jonnson Kingd. & Commu. 75 {France], As for
Serfes, Staues or Villaines, they are Domesticke, and serue
~vppon baser condition, for Wages and Victuals. lbid. 76
Neither the Subiect nor the Serf are bound to go to the
warres, but only the vassall. 1761 Hume Hist. Eng. (1762) |
App. i. 151 There were two kinds of slaves among the
Anglo-Saxons; household slaves, . . and pradial or rustic. ..
These latter resembled the serfs, which are at present met
with in Poland, Denmark and some places in Germany.
1784 W. Coxe Trar. 1. vii. 1. 129 The peasants in Poland,
as in all feudal governments, are serfs or slaves. 1797 Eacyd!.
Brit. (ed. 3) XVI. 571 The subordination of ranks was more
complete [among the Russians] than in any other European
nation; but with this simplicity peculiar to them and the
Poles, that they had but three ranks, the sovereign, the
noblesse or gentry, and the serfs. 1848 DiskakLi Sybel 1v. v,
Lower than the Portuguese or the Poles, the serfs of Russia,
or the lazzaroni of Naples. 1861 BriGHt Sp., Amer. 4 Dec.

7

11876} go {In Russia] twentv-three millions of human
beings, lately serfs, little better than real slaves, have been
raised to the ranks of freedom. 1880 ‘Oviva’ Motns 11. 385
You have no serfs now, even in Russia.

b. Used by modern writers with reference to
medi@val Europe.

In English Law Latin che terms corresponding to the
modern use of serf were nativus (NATIVE sb. 1, NeIF), villanus
(viLLEIN), and occasionally serous. The OE. THEOW, and the
serrus of Domesday Book. are usuzlly rendered ‘slave’.

1761 HuwMme Fist. Eng, (1762) 1. App. ii. 404 A great part
of them were serfs, and lived in a state of absolute slavery or
villainage. 186§ SCOTT Last Minstr. 1v. v. A half-clothed serf,
was all their irain. 1874 GReeN Short Hist. v.§4. 240 By thifs
entire detachment of the serf from actual dependence on the
iand, the manorial system was et'en more radir:ally changed
than by the rise of the serf into a copyvholder. 1895 W. ].
CoRBETT in Soc. Eng. v. (1902) 11. 140 As the tone of society
becamie gent'er, the lords naturally had a tendency to free
their serfs;. . in the eyes of the law the villeins remained
serfs.

C. gen,

1908 G. A. SMITH n Expositor Sept. 268 The people they
{the Israelites] conguered became their serfs.

d. transf. and fig.

1847 HeLps Friends i C. 1.1i. 22 The serf to custom points
his finger at the slave to fashion. 1854 LoweLL Keats Wks,
1890 1. 245 As soon as we have discovered the word for our
Joy or sorrow we are no longer its serfs, but its lords.

3. attrib. and Comb., simple attrib. and
appositive, as serf-class, girl, -population,
-system, -temawt, objectiva, as serf-eman-
cipation, -owner.

2860 Forster Gr. Remonstr. 43 The rebellion of the *serf-
class. 1887 Encyck. Brit. XX11. 143 T he chief committee for
peasant at%airs to study the subject of *serf-ermancipation.
1878 M. A, Browx tr. Runeberg’s Nadeschda 1, Then ..
would I Brightiv hide the *serf-girl’s sombre garb. 1860
Gen. P, TaompsoN Audi Alt. 11 cixxvii. 213 The
mortifications anJd sufferings which might have been
brought on aristocratic *serf-owners. 1882 GroTe Greece i1,
Ixxiv. IX. 423 The *serf-population which tilled the fieids.
1885 Mager CorLixs Prettiest Woman v, There are still the
remains of the *serf system. 1387 Encycl. Brit. XXI1. 136/2
Under the developed regime of feudalism,..the *serf.
tenant has become simply a tributary under various
appellations.

serf, obs. form of serve v.?

serfage ('sa:ftd3). [f. SERF + -AGE; cf. SERVAGE.]

1. = SERFDOM.

1778 Dk Lowme Eng. Const. 1. ii. (1784) 27 When the
Enghsh villeins were freed from serfage. 1816 SouTHEY in
Life (1849) 1V. 204, | am now in a manner attached to the
so1l by a sort of moral and intellectuai serfage. 1868 ROGERs
Pol. Econ. ix. (1876) 87 Serfage was extinguished, and an
influential class of yeomanry . . arose. 1884 Manch. Exam. 14
July 6/1 The political serfage of long generations. 1903
CovrLins in Camb. Mod. Hist. 11, xvii. 601 In Denmark they
{the peasants] were obliged to have recourse to the practice
of commendation, which ended .. in a widespread system of
scrfag'i. A

2. The body of serfs collectively, the serf-ciass.

%864 BurToN Scor Abr. 1. 1. 34 The wretched serfage who
were driven into the field.

serfdom (‘'sa:fdsm). [f. SERF + -pom.] The
state or condition of a serf, bondage.

1850 MRs. BROWN NG H. Powers's Grk. Slave 10 Break up

ere lor’irg The serfdom of this world! 186 Faovpe Hist. Eng.
I. 13 Thus serfdom had merged into free servitude. 1881
BrigiT Sp., Amer. 4 Dec. (1876, 9o The present Emperor
of Russia . . Kas insisted upon the abolition of serfdom in that
empire. 1866 Gro. Evtot F. Helt iit, The Taries were far
from being all oppressors, disposed 1o grind down the
working classes into serfdom. 1899 Westm. Gaz. 12 June 8/1
Exactly one hundred vears ago {June 13, 179q) the last
survival of serfidem in the United Kingdom was swept away
by the Act which declared the colliers ‘in that part of Great
Britain called Scotland’ free from the servile yoke under
which for several centuries they had groaned.
1875 Jowert Plato (ed. 2) 111 470 His soul is full of
meanness and serfdom -the best elements in him are
enslaved. 1876 MELLGR Priesthood ii, At length the laity
sank into the most abject spiritual serfdom.

serfe, serff, obs. forms of SERVE 7.}

serfhood (‘sa:fhud). [f. serF + -Hoopn.] The
collective body of serfs.

1841 Blacky. Mag. 1. 550 The Serfhood of Russia is a
remarkuble feature in her constitution. 1848 Mags. JaMESON
Sacr. & Leg. Art (1850) 266 While knighthood had its St.
George, serthood had 1ts St. Nicholas.

serfice, obs. form of SERVICE.

serfish ('ss:fif), a. [f. serF + -151).] Having the
(debasing) qualities of one in a servile condition;
charactenistic of a serf. Hence 'serfishness.

1879 Echo 18 Apr. 1/4 The negroes, either through serfish
mstincts, from inttmidation, or from a not unfounded belief
thar their interests are identical, are voting with their old
masters. 1906 MACKinNoN Hist. Mod. Liberty 1. 145 There
15 no spirit of self-assertion n these serfish centuries to
aspire to sclf-government. 1906 Athenzum 5 May 539/1
The absence of allusion to ‘serfishness’ in the second volume
{of Mackinnon].

‘serfism. rare. [f serr + -1501.] The state of
things characterized by the existence of serfs.

1849 Blackw. Mag. 1.XVI. 56z No man..can possibly
sympathise with despotism, serfspy, and that enormous
stretch of feudal power which is given to a privileged class.

serfship ('sa:fip). [f. serr + -sHiP.] Serfdom.

SERGE

1830 GALT in Fraser’'s Mag. li. 446 In those countries
where serfship exists—in Russia, for instance. 1854 H.
MiLLer Sch. & Schm. xiv. 305 note, {Scotch qolliers.]él‘heir
slavery seems not to have been derived from the ancient
umes of general serfship. but to have originated in
comparatively modern acts of the Scottish Parliamerit.

serg, var. SARGE?.
sergancie, ~gant(e :see SERGEANCY, SERGEANT.
sergans, -gantz, -ganz, obs. pl. fi. sergEANT.

serge (sa:d3). Forms: 4-6, 8 sarge, 6 surge, 7
searge, sierge, serg, sharge, 6- serge. [a. OF.
serge, sarge (mod.F. serge) = Pr. serga, sargua,
Pg., Catal. sarja, Sp. sarga, Rumanian
saricd:—popular L. *sarica = class.L. sérica
{I2na): see SERIC a. and siLx. From Fr. the word
has passed into all the Teut. langs.: G. sarsche,
serge, Du. sargie, Da. sars, sarge, Sw. sars.

The material originally desigmated by the name must have
been silk, though there is no evidénce of this in the early
English (and app. not in the Romanic) uses of the word. But
names of textile fabrics often come to be applied to materials
cheaper and coarser than those whicﬁ they originally
designated.}

1. A woollen fabric, the nature of which has
probabily differed considerably . at different
periods. Before the 16th c. it is mentioned
chiefly as material for hangings, bed-covers, and
the like; afterwards it is often referred to as worn
by the poorer classes (both men and women),
perh. rather on account of © ; durability than of
its price, which seems' not to have been
extremely low. The name now denotes a2 ery
durable twilled cloth of warsted, or with the
warp of worsted ana the woof of - wool,
extensively used for clott g and for other
purposes, ' :

Certain imported varieties: were formerly known by
French designations indicating the place of manufacture, as
sevge de Ghent, s. de Nismes, s. de Ro(h)an, s. de Shaloown.

c 1386 Cravcer Kat.'s T. 1710 The Citee lar- 2, Hanged
with clooth of gold, and nat with sarge. 1391 Acta Domin.
Concil- (1839) 228/2, xxij coveringis ogbed is of sarge, price
xli. 1585 T. WasHiNGTON tr. Nicholay's Vey. 1. viir. ﬁ Som
peece of a white sarge or blanket. 1620 Reg. Privy Council
Scot. XI1. 319 Seargeis Double and Single. 1631 T PowELL
Tom of All ;mdes 14 Where one is rea y to take his rise out
of Sierge into Sattin, out of Parsonage ..into a Deanarie.
1648 in Magrath Flemings Oxf. (O.H.S.} 1. 391 For8 ya. &
halfe of serge de roan for sute. .0z 11 0o, 1649 J. MASTER in
Archzol. Cant. XV. 18z For 3 ya. 3 quar. of serge de shaloon
at b* ye yard. 1683 Repr. Ad Manuf. llen-cloath
4 That sort of Serges called StirTing Serges. Ibid. 5 Mixt
Searges, Cloath-Searges. and these called in France Searge
de Nistnes. 1698 MoTTEUX tr. St, Olon’s Morocco 138 Serges
de Nismes, Fustians and Dimities of Montpelier. 1728
Cuamsers Cycl., Serge,..a Woollen cross'd Stuff,
manufactured on a Loom with four Treddles, after the
Manner of Rateens, and other cross’d Stufis. 1757 Dyer
Fleece 111, 5§76 The Dune and Rother, who have won The
serge and Yersie to their blanching sireams. 1835 LyvTon
Rienzi 1. i, The long loose gown and the plain tunic, both of
dark-grey serge. 3861 Our Engl. Home 194 The wallsTof a
bedroom, temp. Q. Eliz.] were hung with say, or the scarlet
serge of Ghent. 1882 Miss BRApDON -Mt. Royal I1. x. 221.
Mopst') and Dopsy were dressed in horne-made gowns of
dark brown serge. 1882 CauvirziLp & Sawaro Dict.
Needlework 443 %"herc arg a great many varigties of cloth
known as Serge, viz. French Flanmel Serge. .: the Serge de
Berri,.. Witney Serges...and Pompadour Flanne] Serges.
1888 [see navy blue navy' 6).

b. A garment made of serge.

1583 Stocker Civ. Warres Lowe C. 111. 93 They slewe two
of the watch, hauing gotten for their paines, three cloaks,
one Cushin and a Sarge. 1899 F. T. BuLLEN Way Navy 43
Many of them tore off their serges and cast themselves
re klessly overside, 1906 Daily Chron. 17 Oct. 66 ‘Serges’

- as the loose-fitting jacket is termed in the [police] force.
¢. transf. and fig.

1599 B. JonsoN Cynthia’s Rer. 111. it, | wonder at nothing
more then our gentlemen-ushers that will suffer a piece of
serge, or perpetuana, to come into the presence. 1654
WHiTLOCK Zootomia 320 Let vour black Serge pore on
Books, it is not for Scarlet Boves, to task themselves to such
serious s?tndings of their time. ) , i

€ 2. Used to translate L. sagum, in Vulg. with
the sense of curtain. Cf. say sb.! 2.

1382 WyCLIF Exod. xxvi. 8 The lengthe of the too sarge
shal haue thretti cubitis, and the brede foure; euen mesure
shal be of alle the sarges [MS. E. pr. m. say..says}).

3. silk serge: a silk fabric twilled in the manner
of serge, used for linings of coats, and formerly
for mantles. Also t serge du soy (= Fr. serge de
sote)..

1844 Ladies’ Hand-bk. Haberdashery 15 Serge..is of
various colors and qualities; it 1s known by tts being a stout
sitk with a very fine ewill. 1853 PerkiNs Haberdashery (ed. 8) -
112 Serge is a stout twilled silk. . usually sold for hining the
skirts, cuffs, and padded parts of coats. 1876 PLaNCHE Cyel.
Costume 1. 450 A sitken stuff called ‘sergedusoy’ was used in
the last century for coats by the commonalty.

4. attrib. passing into adj. Made of serge. )

1608 MivoretoN Trick to catch Old One t. iv, He in the
uneven beard and serge cloak. 1685 Rec. Scorr. Cloth
Manuf. New Mills (5.11.5.) 105 Ane searge justicoat. 1690
CHiLb Disc. Trade (1698) 1o Let us ask..whether
gentlewomen in those days would not esteem themselves
well cloathed in 2 Serge gown, which 2 chamber maid now
will be ashamed to be seen in. 1863 Gro. ELtoT Romola xiv,
A serge covering..concealed the contents of the basket.
1880 ‘Ov1DA’ Moths 1. 60 A white serge frock.




SERGE

hurorous, 7293 SyAks. 2 Hen VI, 1v. vii. 27 Ah thou Say.

thou Surge, nsy thou Buckram Lord. " n

c 7290 Mathes 64in 5. Eng. Leg. 79 ‘T8 certes’, queth pis
holie man; ‘god nam ich noust Ake goces seriaunt’. 14..
Alexins (Laud MS. 622) in Archiv Stud. neu. Spr. LIX. 104

5. Comb., as serge-cloth, -cl
marufaciure, -market, -weavey.
wale, ? a striped serge (see WALE :b'.). .

c1430 LYng, Min. Poems(Percy Soc.) zor ‘,ychg seerge-
cloth hire nekke is clene. 1829 Lams Let. to Gillman 30
Nov., A fall in serge cloth was expected. 1707 Lond, Gaz.
No. 4377/4 William Crooke, . . *Serge-Clothier. 16&‘9‘ Ihid.
No. 2420/4 Richard Richardson.. hed a Box of *Serge
Makers Paper sent by his Wagoner. 1823 Lysons Magna
Brit. V1. Devonsh, p. cccii, At Honiton there is only one
serge-maker. 1742 Bt Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. (ed. 3) 1. 310
Here we sec the first of the ‘Serﬁe-manufnaure of
Devonshire. Ihid. 324 The *Serge-market held here every
Week. 1682 Lond. Gaz. No. 1762/4 Stolen . . several Pieces
of Rich Silk Druggets, *Serge-Wale, Thred Druggets. 1703
Ibid. No. 3920/4 Tho. Noble, ..a *Serge-Weaver by Trade.

serge: see CIERGE, SEARCE v., SEARCH sb.! and v.

sergeamcy, serjeancy. (‘sa:dzonsi). Hist.
Forms: 4 sargeancie, serjancy, sergancie,
7 sergeancy, serjeancy, (9 less correctly
sergeantcy). [a. AF. sergeancie, graphic variant
of sergeantie SERGEANTY. In later use 2 new
formation on SERGEANT + -cy'.]

t+1. The body of sergeants in a country, the
sergeant-class. Obs.

c1330 R. BRUNNE Chron. Wace (Rolls) 13391 note, be
seriauntz [v.r. sargeantie] & be archers, & opere noble
arbalasters. 133 A
sergeancie als how mykelle pei helde.

+2. The district or province held by or under
the government of a sergeant. Qbs.

1371 Rolls of Parit. 11. 306/1 Touz les Hundrez,..
Serjancies, & Fraunchises. 1484 Jbid. V. 547/2 Eny Graunte
..to be had..of the Sergancie withynne our Counties of
Not’ and Berk'.

13. = SERGEANTY 1. Obs, )

1602 FULBECKE Ist Pt. Parall. 21 Grand sergeancy, is
where a man holdeth his lands or tenements..by doing
some speciall scruice to the king in person. Ibid., Petite
Sergeancy, is where a man holdeth his land of the king,
paying yearely vnto him & bow, or & speare, or a dagger, or
a launce, ot a spurre of gold &c. ¢ 1630 Rispon Surv. Devon
§296 (1810) 306 Lord Martin held this land. .by serjeancy.

4. The office of a sergeant or a serjeant in
various senses; e.g. an appointment by writ or
patent of the crown as serjeant-at-law; also the
commission of sergeant in the army.

a 1670 HAcker Abp. Williams 1. (1693) 110 Lord Keeper
..congratulated their Adoption unto that Title of
Serjeancy. 1814 Scott Wav. vii, Some sly petitions for
sergeantcies and corporalships. 1865 CarLyLE Fredk. Gt.
xu1. ix. (1872) I'V. 205 He did reward them by present, by
promotion to sergeantcy.

sergeant, serjeant (‘sa:d3ont), sb. Forms: a.
3-5 sergeaunte, 3-6 sergant(e, 4 sergiaun, -gond,
-gont(e, 4-5 sergaunt(e, seregeaun, 4-6
sarg(e)ante, -iant, sergeaunt, 5 sargeande,
sergend, -gyaunte, 5- 6 sargantt, -eaunt(e, -ent,
sergeand, 6 schargant, sergeante, -ent, -iand,
-iaunte, 6~7 s(e)argeant, sergiant, 4- sergeant. §.
3-6 seriaunt, 3-7 seriant, 4 seriont, 4-§ seriaunte,
4-6 sariant, serieaunt, 5 ceriawnt, sariand, -aunt,
seriauntte, seriawnt(e, serja(u)nte, 5-6 seriand,
-ante, 6 sereiaunt, serjeaunt(e, 6-7 serieant,
serjand, -ant, 7 sarient, sarjant, sarriant, §-
serjeant. (Down to the 15th c. the ¢t was often
omitted in the-plural, which therefore ended in
-ns, -uz, -nce.) {a. OF. sergent, serjant (mod.F.
sergent) = Pr. serven-s, Sp. sirviente, Pg., It.
servente servant:—L. servientem, pr. pple. of
servire SERVE v.! The Fr. word has been adopted
into other Rom. langs.: It. sergente, Sp., Pg..
sargento sergeant, Sp. sergente, Pg. sargente
catchpoll.

Down to the 19th ¢. the a and § forms were used
indiscriminarely. In recent times, however, the spelling
serjeant has come to be generally adopted as the correct form
when the word is the designaton o?a member of the legal
profession, while sergeant 1s the preveiling form in the other
surviving senses, and in rmost of them the only form tn use.]

+1.a. A serving-man, attendant, servant. (Jbs.

cx200 Tvin. Coll. Hom. 177 be senden here sergantes to
bringen iuele tisinges. ¢ 1250 Kent. Serm. in Q.E. Misc. 29
Hac hye spac to po serganz pet seruede of po wyne. c1290
Beket 687 in S, Eng. Leg. 126 On of is seriaunz sat a ni3t pe
swile pat men woke. a1300 Floriz & Bl 665 ber ben
seriauns in pe stage, bat serue pe maidenes of parage. a 1300
Cursor M. 2516 He [se. Abram] did to-geder samen his men,
Thre hundret aght sarianis and ten (Vulg. vernaculos, Gen.
xiv. 14]. 1bid. 3221 A sargiant call pan comand he pat mast
wist of his priuete. ¢ 13¢0 Hovelok 2066 Cum now forth with
me..And pine seriaunz al pre. 1303 K. BRUNNE Handl.
Synre 2361 3yf pou be a seriaunt And take more pan Py
cunnaunt .. Y rede pat pou per-of lete. c 1330 Arth. & Merl.
252z {K&lbing) On pe gate loude pai bete, Seriaurce com &
hem in lete, 1340 Ayenb. 33 And bis is pe sixte vice of ve
kueade sergonte. bethe faylep er pan he come . . to his terme.
1377 LanGe. P. Pl B. u1.'216 Servantz [v.r. Scrgauntz] for
hes seruise .. Taken Mede of here maisire. ¢ 1480 LoveLicn
Q’ra:l xii. 323 An OVd Sesjaunit he gan to calle, And there him
Comaunded. .. The Cristene to kepen with ful gret honour.
1480 Miroter Saluwcivun (Roxb.) 133 Sho gwitic hym of
awayt of hire ffaders sergeantz and lete him out a:i a
wyndowe.

tb- transf. A servant (of God, of Satan). Obs.

Also + serge-'

Chron. (1725) 83 Knyght & °

Iexis hvs sone ., sayd, Se uwnte of go¢ haue pyie of me
f}l\:::,x,m a poure py!érymc.%;\ Crxror G. de la Towr hij,
Which {Reab] god wold hane saved by cause she had seued
his mynystres and sergeans. I5X3 3RADSHAW St. Werburge
t. 1024 The minister of myschef & sevgeaun® of sathanas.
1570 Satir. Poems Reform. xix. 78 That Apos:at, that
Feyndis awin Seriand. i

42. a. A common soldier. Cbs. ,

[Cf. Cotgr. *‘Sergent..in old French, a footman, or
souldier that serues on foot.’]

cn1300 Havelok 2351 With hem fHue thusand gode
Sergaunz, pat weren to fyht wode. ¢ 1320 R. BRUNNE Chron.
Wace (Rolls) 8&.? Seuen bousand now we are Of knyghtes to
bataille yare, Wyboute seriauntz & oper pytille. a1352
MinoT Poems (ed. Hall) v. 22 He hasted him 0 pe Swin with
sergantes snell. 1450 Merlin 113 And the barons.. were
well viij™ knyghtes, with-outen zeriantz and srblastis. 1486
SiR G. HAYE Law Arms (S T.S.) 47 Sevin thousand
knychtis, four score of thousandis of sergendis. 1490
CAXTON Sonnes of Aymon xxii. 478 He wythdrewe his arme,
& gaff to one of the sergauntes suche a stroke wyth itin to y*
forhede that '[gtc.]. A

+b. In alliterative verse used for: A man. Obs.

Perh. with a pun on geaunt, giant.

?a 1400 Morte Arth. 1173 Be sckere of this sergeaunt [sc.
the giant], he has me sore greuede! x8.. Droichis Play in
Dunbar's Poems (1893) 314 g: 3¢ not quha is cum now?..
sergeand out of Sowdoun Jand A gyane strang for to stand.

+3, A tenant by military service under the rank
of a knight; esp. one of this class attendingon a
knight in the field. Obs.

App: nearly cquivalent to ESQUIRE, though ‘squires’ and
‘sergeants’ are often mentioned together in a way that
suggests that there was some difference of meaning in the
terms. Cf, F. sergent noble. : X

¢ 1290 Beket 2427 in S. Eng. Leg. 176 For ro honouri pis
holi man per cam folk i-nov; .. Oftiov es and of barones and
manie kniztes heom to; Of seriaunz and of squiers.’ 13..
Coer de L. 1259 To Londoun, to hys somouns, Come el
bysschop, and barouns, .. and manye bachelers, Serjaunts,
and every frecholdande, 13.. Seuyn Sag. 253 Som squier or
som seriant nice, Had i-told ‘emperice Al of
th’emperoures sone. 13.. K. Alis. 3464 Mony baron, mony
sergant, Mony strong knyght and géant. ¢ 1314 Guy Warw.
7000 On ich side he seye come knistes, Burieys, and
serjaunce redi to fistes. c133¢ R. BRUNNE Chron. Wace
(Rolls) 7210 Of hym [sc. the king] hauy no lond ne rent So
pat y may not holde to me Fourty squiers {Peryt MS.
sergeanz; Wace sergans] on al my fe. ¢ 1400 Ywaine & Gaw.
1872 Knightes, serjantes, and swiers. c142§5 WYNTOUN
Chron. vitl. xxix. 431 Off sergeandis par and kynchtis keyn
He gat a gret company. X

t4. a. An officer whose duty is to enforce the
judgements of a tribunal or the commands of &
person in authority; one who is charged with the
arrest of offenders or the summoning of persons

to appear before the court. Obs.

ax300 Cursor M. 17293 bai send serganiz for to nym Both
sir nichodem & him. a1330 Roland & V. 413 Seriaunce pe
bodi soust. ¢ 1386 Chavucer Clerk’s T. 519 A maner sergeant
[Petrarch satelles] was this prince man. Sec. Nun's T.
361 The sergeantz of the toun of Rome hem soghte And hem
biforn Almache the Prefect broghte. x388 WycLir 1 Sam.
xix. 14 Saul sente sergeauntis [Vulg, appar..ores], that
schulden rauysche Dauid. 14.. Nom. in Wr..Wiilcker 684/5
Hie lictor, a sargent. X433 Rells of Parit. 1V, 4%7/ 1 That the
Baylyffs.. make 11 Sergeauntes of the seid Town. cx440
Promp. Parv. 67/1 Ceriawnt, indegator.. Ihid. 453/z
Seriawnt, undyr a2 domys mann, for to a-rest menn, or a
catche-pol. ¢2480 Brut 11, 570 He..after sent forth
sergeauntes, and arestit dyuers Constables and vinteners.
1455-6 Cal. Anc. Rec. Dublin (188¢) 290 He schold assingne
one of hys serjauntys to arest the Mayre. 1479-8x Rec. St.
Mary at Hill (1904) 111 Item, payd to a sergeaunte for the
arrest of our tenaunte par dyd vs wronge, viijd, r490 Acc.
Ld. High Treas. Scot. . 174 To the sergeandis of the towne
ix s. 1496 Jbid. 302 To the seriand of Leith, to rest the
avnaris of the Cukow to the court ij s. !535, Berrenoen Livy
1. xi. (8.T.S.) I. 66 And quhen be seriandis [orig. praecones]
had with pare noyiss and hohas warnit in speciall be albanis
to here be kingis concioun [etc.). Thid. 111, xv. [1. § Assembil
parefere now all be seriandis and burreois of thy collegis
[orig. omnes collsgarum lictores], armit, as bare custome is,
with wandis and axis. 1549 CoveERDALE, etc. Erasm. Par. 2
Cor. xi. 21-30 Thryse was [ beaten with sargeauntes roddes.
1857 N. T.{Genev.) Matt. v. 25 Agre with thin aduersarie
quickely .. least..thy iudge deliuer thee to the seargeant.
1500 SHaks. Cown, Eyrr. 1. il §% Oh yes, if anv houre meete
a Serieant, a turnes backe for verie feare. 7606 Br. Harr
Heaven upon Earth §5 When. . thy conscience, Jike a stern
Sergeant, shall carch thee by the throat, and arrest thee vpon
Gods debt, 1611 BIsLE Acts xvi. 35. 1617 Moryson Jtin. 111.
244 Foure Serjeants attired in red gowr:2s attenc the Senate
and summon men 1o 2ppeare. Th2r . Tavior {Water-P)
Praise eggery B2, He's free from shouider-clapping
Sergeants clawes. 1833 MARMION Fine (o . Vi ?)4!),
He may . . consort with wits and sword-men, tee 2frsid of
Sergeants, and spend more for his Protection then would
pay the debt. 1648 Hexvam 11, Eepr Schade-beletier, A
Sargeant to save one from Harme. 873 Abcrdecn Reg.
{1872) IV. 236 The toun serjands of this brughe. 1680 C,
Nesse CA. Hist. 278 They were put into the serjeants ward.

b. cransf. and fig.

13x3 Pilgr. Sowle {Caxton) 1. xxiit. {1356} 24 Thylke dethes
sergeaunt, maladye, She hath arest. and haldyth the now in
hande, 1893 G. HaRvEY Pierces Super. 193 He shall finde it
one of their speciall Priviledges, to be exempted from the
arrest of the sixfooted Sergeant, a continuall hzunter of
other hairy peastes, and onely fasorable to the a0od Asse,
and the genile Shecpe. thod TourNeuk Transy. Meem. vli,
One day? Nay a twelve-nisnths’ tiue r'will be, Fre
seriant death wiil cail me at my doore. 160 Snaks. Ham. v.
1. 347 Had I but time (as this feil Sergeant Gesth Is suick’d
in his arrest) ob { could tell you. 1614 Br. HauL Contemgi,

T, Wu{{Ow': Sen, Qur decrepit age both cxpects death and
sollicites it; but vigorous youth, lookes atrangeiy upon 1hal

SERGEANT

grim sergeant of God, 764% JENKYN Remora 12 You shall not
be able to intoxicate this Sergeant of God [conscience]. 1681
FrLAVEL Meth. Grace xxxv. ¢ >4 If ever God send forth those
«wo grim sergeants, his Law. and thine own conscience, to
arrest thee for thy sins.

+¢. More fully sevgeant of (the) peace, Obs.

2257 in Blount Low Dict. {15¢1) s.v., Et etiam habere
ibidem sex Servientes qui vocantur Serjeants of peace, qui
servient Cur. Manerii preedicti, & facient Attach[iamenta)
(etc.]. 1464 Rolls of Parir. V. 541/2 Th'Office of Sergeant to
th= pees of alle oure Countees, in alle oure Lordship. 1485
I5id. VI, 380/2 The Offices of Sergeaunt of Peas..in the
Lordship of Denbygh.

&. King's'sergeant (Guernsey): see quot.

1682 Warsurron Hist. Guernsey (1822) 58 The King's
Sergeant... To his office it belongs to proclaim and publish
all orders of the governor or of the Court.

8. sergeant (or serjeant) at arms. (Also
+ sergeant of arms.) ta. In early use gen., an
armed officer in the service of a lord (cf. sense 1);
spec. one of a body of men of knightly rank,
originally 24 in number, who were required to
be in immediate attendance on the king’s
person, to arrest traitors and other offenders. b.
An officer of each of the two Houses of
Parliament, who is charged with the duty of
enforcing the commands of the House, she
arrest of offenders, etc. Hence, an officer having
corresponding duties under certain other
jegislative azssemblies, as the U.S. Senate and
House of Representatives.

1377 LancgL. P. Pl B, xix. 335 Now is Pieres to pe plow
& pruyde it aspvde, And gadered hym a grete oest..And
sente forth surquydous his seriaunt of armes. ? 2 1400 Morte
Arth. 632 He sendez furthe sodaynly sergegntes of armes.
1449 Rolis of Parlt. V. 159/1 One of the geauntes of
Armes of our Soverayne Lord the Kyng. ¢1466 J. RusSELL
Bk. Nurture in Babees Bk. (1868) 71 A veman of pe crowne
Sargeaunt of armes with mace. 3463 Paston Lett. 11. 87
Ther bode not with hym [a bishop] over xij persones atte the
most, with his serjaunt f armes; whiche serjaunt was fayn to
lay doun his mase. 1470-83 MaLory Arthur X, Ixxxviii. gq
Thre sergeauntes of armes. 31473 Rolis of Parit. VI. 84/1 His
Office of oone of oure Sergeauntes at Armes. 1481 Cov.
Leet-bk. 496 Ric. Shawe was arrested be pe seriaunt of armes
pat brought pe writyng & caried vp to Wodstok vnto pe
kyng. 149% Act7 Hen. VII, c. 2. §8 Serjauntes of Armes that
be purposely ordevned for the personall attendsunce of the
.. Eing. 1556 Chron. Grey Friars (Camden) 45 A sergant at
harmes of the parlament howse. 1868 Coorer Thesaurus,
ff aritor regis, a serieaunt at armes. 1633 T. Starrorp Pac,

th.1.1. 7 A Serjeant at Armes, who shall beare the Mace of
the Queenes Majesties Armes before him. 710 J.
CHAMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit. 1.-11. xiii. {(ed. 23) 96 Knocking
at the Door of the House of Commons, which thereupon is
by the Serjeant at Arms actending the House op d. x
BracksToNE Comm. 1V, xix. 259 The lord high steward
directs a precept to a scrjeant at arms, to summen the Jords
to attend and try the indicted peer. 1827 HarLam Const,
Hest. (1876) 111, xiit. 25 Four counsel..were taken into
custody of the Sergeant-at-arms by the speaker’s warrant,
1886 C. E. Pascok London of To-day viii. (ed. 3) 89 Seats for
this space are in the gift of the Sergeant-at-Arms.

6. As a title borne by 1 lawyer. (Now always
written serjeant.) a. A member of a superior
order of barristers (abolished in 1880), from
which, until 1873, the Common Law judges
were always chosen (hence-a serjeant was always
called by a judge ‘my brother So-and-so’)..
More explicitly, serjeant at (+the) low,
tsejeant of (the) low. Sometimes called
sevjeant of the coif: see cOIF sh. 3b.

The title represents the law Latin serviens ad legem, which
!mn): be rendered ‘one who serves (the king) in matters of
AW,

1297 R. GLouc. (Rolls) 8833 Mid is wisdom pat was so
muche he hom out drou & false serians of assise & dude hom
ssame ynon. 1340 Hampore Pr. Cansc. 6684 bai sal bap na
helg gett Of sergeaunt, ne auturne, ne aveket. 1362 Lancr.
P.PL A, 11, 295 Schal no scria* 1t for pat seruise were a selk
hovue. ¢ 1386 Cravcsr Prol. yo9 A Sergeant of the Lawe
war and wys. 1404 Rolls of Parlt. 111. 540/t The Kynges
entent is, 10 assigne. . alle his Justices, and his Sergeantz.
¢4y in Kingsford Chron, London (1905) 57 Markham the
Justice end Gascoigne Seriaunt of lawe, ugz Bk, St, Albans
fuih, £ sotelty of sergesuntis. 1801 in Plumpton Corr.
(Camden) r5z note, John Yaxley, Sergent at the Law. 1503
Privy Purse Exp. ﬁ}hz. York (1830) 1or Item to John
Mordant Sargeant at Lawe xls. ¢1530 HeEvwoop Love 808
(fsrandl) Nowe am | ¢ iudge and neuer was seriaunt. 1540
ParsGr. Acolastus 11 iit. 1.jb, To Poules crosse, or to the
barre, where sergeantes plede in westmistes hall. 1552 Epw,
VT ¥ral. Lit. Rem. (Roxh.) 415 Also ther ware appointed
eight sergeants of the law against Miche) next i
1597 Hooker Eccl. Fol. v, xvi. §g A linnen Coife,,.an
ornament which only Sergeants at Isw doe weare. 1602 J.
CHaunerLAIN Leit. (Camden) 132 One Petham, a lawyer,
was made sergeant to be sent Cheife Baran into [reland.
3636 BLOUNT Glossogr., Sergeant at Law (or of the Coyf) is
the highest degree, taken in that profession, as 2 Doctor of
the Civil Law. 2697 D2vpeEN Ded. Eness Ess. (Ker) 11. 162
& judge upon the bench. . does not willingly commend his
hrother serjeant at the bzr, egpecially when he controuls his
law. 1910 . CHAMBERLAYNE St, G, Brit. 1. 11, xv. {ed. 23)
122 None may be Judge in this Court, unless he be a
Sergeant of the Degree of the Coif. 1711 AonisoN Spect.
No. 8o ¥r At present he is » Serjeant at Law. 3712
AruurnNe~ Joam Bull 1. vili, Serjeant guch a one has a
Siiver ‘Yongue ai the Bar, 1764 Oxf. Sousage 172 Marking
grave Serjeants cice each wise Report. 1819 TaUNTON Rep.
Cases Comim, Pleos V. 133 Lens and Vaughan, Serjts. now
sacwed cause ags »i8 xwie. 1829 Encyel. Meirop. (1845)
XX. 762/2 Three inns have belonged from very early times
o the Judges and Sergeants at Law, 184x Penny Cyc{ XXI.
272/ A paper cadorsed with .. the words ‘Mr. Serjeant A




SERGEANT

‘Mr. B, retainer for the plaintiff (or for the defendant).
i%;b Mr“CIJLLOCH Aee. Brit. Empire (1854) 11, 1 ;545 Serjeants
are sworn to do their duty to their clients. 1873 et 36 & 37
Vict. c. 66 §8 Provided, that no person appointed a Judge of
either of the said Courts lhxlfl gen_ceforth blf required to take,

have taken, the degree of Serjeant-at-Law.
orzrc:r‘z,ge{. (j:c';lar) lbga ButLer Hud. 1. jii. 1164 By black
caps underlaid with white, Give certain guess at inward
light; Which Scrjelanls at the Gospel wear, To make the
Spiritual Calling clear. , i .

b. the King's (or Queen's) .Se’yeant' a title
given to a limited number of the serjeants-at-

law, appointed by patent. .

The lgng’s serjeants were supposed to be charged with the
duty of pieading in the courts on behalf of the crown; but
from an early period it had ceased w be more than an
honorary distinction. The senior in rank of the king's
serjeants was designated ‘the King's Serjeant’, and the
second “The King's Ancient Serjeant’, ,

3423 Rolls of Parlt. IV. 2a1{2 The King’ Sergeant o be
sworne. . ta yeve the poor Man .. Counseill. 148¢ bid. V.
240/1 Oon of the Kynges Scrgeauntz atte lawe, 1482 [bid.
VI. 207/1 Richard Pygot. and Roger Townesserd, the
Kyng's Sergeants of the Lawe. 1812 et tHea. VI, ¢ 1z
Lews Poljard the Kynges serjeaunt at the Lawe. 1602 Coxe
Rep. 111. To Rdr. Divb, Out of these the King electeth one,
two, or three as please him to be hit Serieants, which are
called the Kings Serieants. x;‘x: J. Cuamsertavne St, Ge.
Brit. i, 111 xxx. (ed. 23) §76 The Queena Serjeants at Law.
1828 Encycl. Metrop. (1845) XVII. 308/2 The King’s
Serjeant, se constituted by special patent; the King's
Ancient Serjeant. 1882 Sgrj, BALLANTINE Exper. L. 209 A
post filled at that time by Mr. Serjesnt M’mnln{} Queen’s
ancient serjeant. 1886 Encycl. Brit. XX1. 632/2 Until 1814
the two senior King’s serjeants had precedence of even the
artorney-general and wlicitor-genern{. .

<. prime serjeant: the title given until 1805 to
the first in rank of the three (earlier two)
serjeants-at-law in Ireland. (Afterwards called

first sevjeant.) .
1666 in Cal. St. Papers Irel. 1666-9 (1908) 73 Sir Audley
Mervin, Prime Sergeant et Law. xg;s BerkgLey Let. Wks,
1871 1V. 205 The prime serjeant, Singleton, may probably
be a meens of sssisting you to get light in these particulars.
ax797 H. HowaRro in jrd Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 434/t
John Hely Hutchinson, Prime Serj* at law, y¢ vainest man
alive, set his heart upon y* glacc. < x799 SiRr L. PArsons in
Charlemont MSS. (Hist. M8S. Comm. 1894) LI. 404 There
is no end of the turnings-out talked of,.. lord
Carhampton, the prime serjeant,..and even Toler. The
rime serjeant is, f believe, certain. 1806 Duncan Neson's

uneral 31 Prime Serjesng. L.

4. Common Serjeant {(at Law). A judicial
officer appointed by the Corporation of London
as an assistant to the Recorder.

{14x9 Liber Albus (Rolisy 1. 4{2 Le..Commune Sergesunt
de ley, qui aut est dit * Countour'.] 1556
Chron. Grey Friars (Camden) 64 It was proclamyd opynly
with the kynges shreffe & two harraldes & two pursevanttes
& a trumpet, with the comyne sargant of the citte of London.
1680 Lex Londin, 535 The Common Serjeant of the City is the
only person intrusted by the Courr of Aldermen to take all
Inventories and Accomgu of freemens’ estates. 1797
Encyel. Brit. (ed. 3) XVI1. 292/2 Common Sergeant, an
officer . . who sttends the lord mayor..on court days. x_gm
Lo. Brougiiam Brit, Const; xvi. (1862) 366 So high judici
functionaries as the Recorder of London and the Common
Sergeant are elected. 1861 {see COUNTOUR 2). 188y Times 2y
Aug. 11/¢ The three City Judges (the Recorder, the

ommon Serjesny, and Mr. Commissioner Kerr). xlzo
dbid. 28 Apr. 11/6 The Common Serjeant sentenced the
prisoper ta two years” hard labour, s

7. (Now comtnonly written sergeant; in some
uses serjeant appears to be officially adopted.)
In the titles of certain officers of the Royal
Household. a. The
department, as sergeant of the cellar, of the
saucery, of the veshry. tAlso s. of the bears, 2
bearward; s. of the minstrels; s. of the surgeons,
of the trumpets = sergeant-surgeon, sergeant-
trumpeter.

1450 Rolls of Parls. V. 192/1 William Pecke Clerke of oure
Spicerye, Ric’ Ludlowe Sergeant of oure Seler. Jbid,,
Robert Broune Sergeant of oure Saucerye. Ibid., Sergeant
of oure Chaundalerye. 141(_5_4 [see MaSONRY A. 3] 1826 in
Househ. Ord. (1790) 140 The Serjeant of the bake-house.
Ibid. 141 The Serjeant of the chaundry... The Setjeant of
th. swry. Ibid. 142 The Serjeant of the larder. Ibid. 143 The
Serjeant of the squillery. Joid. 169 Serjeant of the
Mynstrills. x,zsy CROMWELL Let, 24 Apr. in Strype Ecel.

-Mem. (1733) 1. 11. 272 Jenyngs, Sergeant to your Graces
Pastery House. 1541 in Vicary’s Anac. (1888} App. il tag
Thomas Sperin and his son sergiantes of the beres. 1861
Vicany Witlin Anat. (1888) App. vi, 187, |, Thomas Vicars,
Seriante of the Suriantes vato our sgide soueraigrie ladie the
quenes maiestie. 1710 J. CHAMBERLAYNE ST, Gszn Brit. 1, 1.
xiv. (ed. 23) 1201 The Sergeant of the King’s Wood-Yard.
.. The Sergeant of the Ewry. . . The Sergeant of the Larder.
Ibid. 31 11 xvii, 1534 H. Parker, Eaq; Serj. of the Vestry.
xy2x StRYPE Fecl Mem. 11. 1. i, z The gergennu of the

Tumpets, . . . .

b. Prefixed appositively to certain designations
of office, as sergeant-cater, -farrier {Servouy),
Soolman, -painter, - plumber, - porter, -squiller,
-surgeon ({chirusgeom), -lailor, ~trumpet,
~trumpetier.

Many ather similar designations, adopted from Anglo-
French, and not proved to have been used in English, will be
E%ur(:;) in ¥. Tate, Household Ord. Edw. 11, 1601 (new ed.
1876).

3634 GENFLEMAN Engl. Way 1o Wealth 25 His Maiesties
'Seriant Cater. 21829 SkeLTON Dyuers Balettys Wks. 5843
' 24 Haue in *sergeaunt ferrour, myne horse behynde s
sare, 1710 §, QnA{vlnanAst St G, gn't 12, It xx. (ed, 23)
;4348&\')':“1 Farrier, John Willis, Esq.
+ May 7/3 *Sergeant-footman Boswell,

1901 Westm. Gax,
1548 in Kempe

head of a specified -

Losely MSS. (1836) 81 To Anthony Toto, *sergeante
payntor, in rewarde for his paynes takyng..in drawyng of
patrons for the masks 20s. 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5848/3 Hie
Majeaty’s Serjeant-Painter. 1887 Patsr Imag. Fortr. 146

SERGEANT-MAJOR
employed, as sergeant armowrer, bugler,

clerk, compounder, cook, drummer, farvier,
instructor, master tailor, -pilot, saddler,

i ter, tatlor, trumpeter

The serg P and deputy scrgeant-pai .were
conventional performers enough. 1§33 in Hamptow Crt.
Aeccts., The Kynges *secgeaunt plumber. 1663 Gempizr
Counsel 58 The Serjeant Plumber calling his worksmyen to
caste in his presence 2 Leaden Medal. 1480 Roils of Parit. V.
192/2 John Stok *Sergeant portes of oure Gate. 1718 J.
CHAMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit. 11, 111. xix. (ed. 23) $45 To the
Serjeant Porter. 1825 Scott Kenilw. xv, One of the sergeant
porters told them they could not st present enter. 1901
Whicaker's Almanack 87 Sergeant Stare Porter. 1483 Liber
Niger in Househ. Ord. (3790) 81 He rescevethe, . all the
plates of peautyr by the pour of the n

squylioure. ¥710 J. CisamBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit, A u. xix.
(ed. 23) 545 *Serjeant skinner. 1568 J. Haire Hist. Expost.
19 Maister Vicary, late 'urg.etnt chyrurgien to the queenes

G

highnes. T TELDIN om s VIIf. xiii, Serjeant-
su&geon 10 Zh‘: King. 1812 Lon%:x. No. 16663. 3189/1

Serjesnt-Su to His M.jm{o X901 hitaker's
Almanack Sergeant Surgeon, Lord Lister. r
Wardrobe Acc. Edw. IV in Pysvy Purse Exp. Elix. York, etc.
(1830) 155 George Lufkyn *Sergeant uillour of the gete
Warderobe of the Kynge. x888 Derowey in Roxb. Ball.
(1887) V1. 301 The ’Suiemt trumpet with his mace, and
nyne with trumpets after him, Bare headed went before her
grace. t Lond. Gaz. No. 4416/4 Her Majesty has
appointed John Shore, Esg; Sexjesnt-Trumpet of Great
B‘:'uain. x603 Rep. Hist. Mgs. Comm., Var. Coll. 111. 164
'Sctjéant mi,m_peter. 1700 LurrreiL Brief R}:{. (1857)';.

13 Gervas Price €8q., verjcant trumpeter to his majestie,
3i3d tately. :go?thitakn’: Almonack 87 Sergeant
Trumpeter. . .. .

8. a. In the titles of certain inferior officers
employed by the Corporation of the City of

don, and by other municipal bodies.

2433 Cov. Leet-Bk. 43 er achall no beestys be pynn d st
the comen pynfold by the comien seriante. 3672 Cave Prim.
Chr. 111, v. 359 Satan es the mon Serjesnt and Jaylor
seized upon them. 1710 |. CHAMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit, 11.
1. xliv (ed. 23) 631 Serjeant-Carvers. .. Serjeants of the
gthelr or i[d-cc oa? ;i!;ﬂéth, Se emt‘%i the

annel. 1730 [sec TakeR zg]. v NTICK . 111 309
The officers belonging to thé -mayor, . .are. . the three
u}e‘rjc;lnf earlven; ihmse :er‘,‘ilunu b?f the o b"j{ serjesnt of
the channel [etc.]. 1 » Munic, Cospor. Rep. 1v. 2345
{At Lincoln.] Four Se35 ur{'.’; of the Key or Bailiffs. Ibid’? 14\
998 (Hastings) The Mayor's Setjestit..serves process;

ttends the corp g mtch & mece; and 18 sworn

hl

inasa .. The C , who is also a
scrjeant at mace, .. has the same saliry and clothing as the
mayor’s serjeant.

b. sergeant at (tthe) mace, + of (the) mace: an
inferior executive officer (cf. sense 4), carrying a
mace as a badge of office. ) .

¢ X420 Anturs of Arth. 64 The king. . folgwed fast ane pe
tras, Withe many Sergeant of mas. Ibid. 498 be lordes
bylyue hom te list ledes With many seriant of mace, a5 was
pe manere. ctmll’map. Paro. 67(1 Ceriawnt of mace,
appatitor, 1474 of Parlt. V1. 103/1 Henry Neuton, oon
of the Sergeants at Mace of Robert Billesdon, oon of the
Shirrefs of the Cite of London. 1510 Sel. Cases Star Chamb.
(Seiden) I1. 70 The meyer . . sent von Jobn Yong sergesunt
att the mace within the seid Towne to the seid Priour, 1586
Chron. Grey Friars (Camden) 43 For arest of Robert Taylor
scrgant of maysse. 1680 in 10th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm.
App. v. 506 If the Sergeants-at-Mace shall neglect theire

duty in not every ber of the Council (ete.].
173

Lond, Gas, No. égwlt Cesar Grist, Serjeant st Mace
to the Bailiffs of the Corporation of Weish Poole. 196z in
Entick London (1766) IV, 369 The serjeants at mace tor the
n)t;v{m arrest for debt in the Borough. 1797 Encycl. Brit. (ed.

see 8]!< 1901 Whitaker's Almanack 178 (Losd Mayor's
curt.} Sergeant at Mace.

transf. 1748 P. THomAs Yrrl. Anson’s Voy. 211 A hundred
Soldiers, .f:igow'd with @ hundred Serjeants at Mace. 14190
Burkz Fy. Rev. Whs. 1808 V, 3{;6 He appears to be nothing
more than a chief of bumbailiffs, serjeants at mace, catch-
poles, jailers and hangmen, .

te¢. Sc. An officer of a guild. Obs.

1587 Baxter-bks. St. Andrews (1903) 10, viii & to thomas
demster, yair schargant. .

9. Mil. a. (Now always written sergeant.) In
modern use, a non-commissioned officer of the
grade above that of corporal. In the 16th c. the
title, more explicitly t sergeant of a band [= F.
sergent de bande), appears, like many other
military titles, 1o have indicated a much higher
rank than in later times. See also COLOUR-
SERGEANT, DRILL-$¢rgeant, RECRUITING-Sergeant,
SERGEANT-MAJOR.

l?‘QB Parven Exped. Scot. Hvijb, Sargeauntes of the band
to the foreward. 1579 Dicoes Strazor. 86 This Serjcant
ought perfitly by memorie to know eve: Souldiour within
the Bande. 1590 Sia R. WiLLiaMs Bre Disc. War 26 The
least Serieant of a Band, being # narurall Spaniard, wilt
gecme to command the greatest man of qualitie of anie other
Nation. 2§93 SUTCLIFFE Pract. & Law Arms 61 The officess
of ¢« , namely lieut 3, j sergisnts,
corporals, are chosen by the captaines of companies. 1624

- G: Count Manafield's Direct. Warre 11 If gl the three
fore-named Officers [Csptain, Lieutenant, and Ensign] be
our:n of :hg w‘:yg);my accident, then t]he eldi{‘s;oSer iant is to
fq mand thie MPany as next in Place, 1 ACKENZIE
Stge Londomderry 47/2 Serjeants, Corporsls, Drummers,
and private Men 2d. per diem each, besides Bread. 1709
S7eeLE;, Tatler No. 87 B3 The Epistic js from one Serjeant
Hall of the F oot-Guards, arryAr P Simple xi, All
disputed points were settled by the sergeant of marines with
a party, who ghv;deq their anzagonists from the Jews. 1898
STEEVENS With Kitcheter to Khartum 274 ‘Fall oyt,
sergesnt, E;/on’re wounded,’ said the subaltern of his troop.

b. refixed appositively  to  various
designations of offices in which sergeants are

Vil 203 Seyzmu of the mace of an inferior kind. 1! 38 -

810 WeLLINGTON in Gurw. I {1838) VL 308
*Serjeant arm and sereant viadlep mmplesmesn.

190t Whitaker's Almanack 220 *Sergt. Bugler. 1895 Owting
(?;.,S.) XXVII. 252/1 it changes n:f; of mem
sergeant-major 10 that of *sergesnt-clerk. 1903 W) (]
Almanack 220 *Ser; t Cook, 1899 Wesim. Gax. 27 June
tfa A * mt-mmer in each battalion of the
Grenadier, Coldstream, and Scots Guards. 1876 Vovie &
StevensoN Milit. Dict,, *Sergexnt instructor. 1863 Ar'?r
Clothing Warront 30 The *Sergeant Master Tailor. xgrg J.
T, B. Mccuppen }n’.‘c Yearsin R.F.C. 111. iii. 86 About the
end of August, 1915, & *Serjeant-Pilot named Warts arrived
for duty. a l"ié éusav in*‘B. James' Austval. Short Stories
(1963) 221 e new boys. comprised Australians,
E d,‘ h :nd:;h ; . :h-iwen !crge-;t-pllou,
and in gge retired school-boys. 1837 King's Regwl. Armey 239
3 ‘S‘gc' t-Schoolmasters. 1900 %ﬁ. Go.

. 12 Dec.
4/2 The Secretary of State .. ia cousing inquiries to be msde
on the feasibility of having officers’ uniforms made by the
*sergeent-tailors of their regiraents. .

16. (Now always written sergeant.) A police
officer, of higher rank than a simple consatable; in
Great Britain ranking next below an inspector.

1839 Hooo Lost Heir 36 Oh serjeant McFarlane! you have
rot come across ray poor little boy, have you, in your best?
1886 A. Wynrer Curios. Civiliz. 469 The force consists of
three inapectors, nine sergeants, and a body of police termed
‘plain-clothes men’. )

11. Comb, Sergeant Baker Australian, a fish
of New South Wales, Aulopus purpurissatus;
1 sergeant corn Sc., ? some feudal impost paid
in corn; sergeant-fish, a name applied to
various fishes having marks like the stripes on
the sleeve of 3 sergeant’s uniform, esp.
Rackycentron canadum, the cobia, a large
game fish found in tropical and subtropical
seas; tsergeant-loaf, some kind of bread;
1 serjeant’s ring, one of the rings which s newly
appointed serjeant-at-law was required by
custom to present to various persons of high
rank or official pesition.

1882 TeNi1son-Woons Fish N.S. Wales 82 The *Sergeant
Baker in all probability . - was called after 2 sergeant of thar
name. 158 Reg. Mag. Sig. Scot. s07/2 Lie *sefjund-corne.
1873 Forest & Stream L. 28/t *Sergeant Fish .. derives its
trivial name from a black strips running along its silvery
sides .. like that on the trowsers Of & sergeant, § Gouve,
etc. Nat, Hist. Aquatic Anim. 444 The name ?Stmﬁsh‘
refers ta its pe coloration, ! seripes of and
bein%lvnible on the sides of the body. 1947 K, H.
ARNARD Drict. Guide S. Afr. Fithes 512 Sergum—gzh. A
somewhat rere fish, of ¢} s iv,‘. ionally caught
at Port Elizabeth and Natal. rgs8 Washingron Post 24 Sept,
1/2 An unusually fine run of cobia (the-sergeant ﬂ-h‘ ches
caused big game fishermen to toss caution to the gods of
Izaak Walton. 1341 Secretum Abb, Glastonie (MS, Wood
empt. 1) If. 146b, Unum panern uccatum riketlof, et

terum panem uocatum Bastardiof et tercium ‘panem
uocatum *seriauntlof de Panetria predicti sbbatis.
Lond. Gaz. No. 2613/4 They oﬁmfm sell of pawn. ., one
Gold *Sergeants Ring, and one pair of Gold Lockets.

{'sergeant, a. Qbs. rare~1. [Back-formation
from SERGEANTY.] In grand, petit sergeant, said
of a tenure by grand or petit serjeanty
respectively.

1533 BRADSHAW S7. Werbusge 11. xg: Many helde their
landes. . By tenure grand-seriante .. Some by petit-seriant.

t'sergeant, v. Obs. ~! [a. OF. sergenter, f.

sergent SERGEANT sb.} jmtr, o act as 3 sergeant,
c 1430 Pilgr. I;ifManhode 1v. xxi. (1869) 187 After par pat

Le matere ix, . o 1eyn‘;d, per after j shal sergesunte [orig. use
"a ] an he di liche.

1 ‘sergeantess. Obs.~' [f. SERGEANT sb. + -Ess.]
A female sergeant. -

<1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode tv. xix. {1869) 185 And for oure
mootiere pou art and oure sergeantesse we sénden pee and
comitte pee pat pou go bi nllerﬁoum. and fetc.].

1 sergeant-general. Obs. [f, serceanT shb. +
GENEBAL q.] = SERGEANT-MAJOR 1b, {In the
later examples general of batile, as a
title othlgh rank in certain foreign armies.)
1579 DIGGES Stratiot. 93 To sende his serjeant to. th
Serjeant gencral. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 20:%/3 Bein, :
Sergeant-General of Batalia in the Service of his Cathol ick
Ir[-;csty. x6‘23 Mem. Count Techely tv. 53 The Prince of
T of 7, Serjeant G | of Battle.

‘Sergeant-'major. (f: SERGEANT sb. + MAJOR a.;
in Fr. sergent-major.]

11. In the 16-17th C., 2 military title variously
applied to officers widely differing in rank and
functlpn. a. A field officer, one in each regiment,
next in rank to the Lieutenant-colonel, and
f:or.respox,:dmg partly to the ‘major’, partly to the
adjutant’, of the modern army,

Ordingrily referced v ae Supesior 1o the captaings, but in
m2ny instances a ‘captain’ is said to be glao ‘sergeant-major’.
1873 WHITHORNE Briefe Tabies Hjb, Maister of the
Campe, or Sear, eant Maier, or Capitaine, 1591 Sir J.
SMyYTHE Tnser. Mikie. (rs95) 36 The gergeam Maior must
command all the Captaines or their Lieutenants. 1598
Barger Theor. Warres 11. i, 15 Eye Regiment hath this
Sgr%cam Maior. 1498 B. Jonson Ev. Man v Hum. #1. v, He
might hauc beene Serieant-Maior, if not Lieutenant-




SERGEANTRY

Coronell to the regiment. 1604 E. GRiMsTON Siege Ustend
20 An English Captaine who was also Sargent Maior. 1624
Ww. G. Cgount ansfield's Direct. Warre 13 The eldest
Sergeant. . is aiso to feech the Word from the Sergeant
Maior of the Regiment. 1633 Swed. Intelligencer 1v. 127
The Sergeant-Major over these 5 companics, was Captaine
Thomas Grove, who now commanded them. 1642 (title) A
List of the Names of the severall Colonells,. with the
Leivtenant Colonells, Serieant Maiors, and Captaines aond
Lievtenants appointed by the Committee, for the ordering
of the Militia of this Honourable City of London. 1642
Declar. Lords & Comm. for Rais. Forces 22 Dec. ] Serjeant-
Major of the sayd Regiment, 1683 TURNER Palias Armata
xi. 225 The Swedes of a long time allowed him {sc. the
Major] no company, yet allow'd him the command over
Captains, but it is now many years a;i‘o since they were
permitted to have companies; hence perhaps it is hat when
they have no companies, they may be called Serjeant-
Majors, as when they have companies, the Germans call
them Captain-Majors, but the Euglish use Ffrequently the
words of Serjeant Major and Serjeant-Major General, none
of them are used either by German, Swede, or Dane. 704
Mitic. Dict. {ed. 2). R

tb. A general officer, corresponding to the
modern major-general. - Also sergeant-major
major, sergeant-major general. Obs.

1591 Sir J. SMYTHE Instz. Milit. (1595) 60 If a Lord
Marshall or a Sergeant Maior Maior, haue . . 10000 or mo »
or fewer piquers to reduce into one bodie of squadron, hee
may fecc.|. ¢ 1595 MAYNARDE Drake’s ¥oy. (Hakl. Soc.) 14
We buried Captaine Arnolde Baskerville, our serjanr-majqr

enerall, 1§99 ]. CHAMBERLAIN Lett. (Camden) 38 Sir
erdinando Gorge is named to be Sergeant Major [of the
army in lreland]. 1625 G. M. Souldier's Arcid. 62 The
Ser‘eant-Maior of the Horse, which in some discipline is
called the Commissary-generail. 1533 T. STAFFORD Pac,
Hsy. 11, xvii. 222 The Sergeant Mujor, being the second
Commander to Don lohn. 1642 List Army Earl Essex 1 His
Excellencie Robert Farle of Essex, Capt. Generall. Sir lohn
Merrick, Serjeant Major Generall, and & resident of the
Councell of Warre, 1644 Symonps Dr iry (Camden) so

rd Wentworth was Serjeant Major of the Horse. 1646
Eart. MONM. tr. Bionds's Civil Warres vii1. 147 [Richacd
111]) Went himselfe in Person in the head of his Army .
executing Himselfe the duty of a Scrgeam Major. 1647
CLARENDON Hist, Reb. vi1. §26 Philip kippon .. was now
made sergeant-major-general of the army by the absolute
power of the two houses, .

2. A non-commissioned officer of the highest
grade.

The i !serg ¢.mmqjor (who is, strictly speaking,
not a ‘non-commissioned officer’, but a ‘warrant of cer'y, s
an assistant to the adjutant. There is also a sergeant-major
belonging to each squadron of cavalry and each battery of
artillery.

lsb;yJAMES Milit. Diet. s.v., In most tegiments the
serjeant-major, under the direction of the adjutant, is
directed to dnif every young officer who comes into the
regiment. 1816 Scott Old Mort. xxxiv, Claverhouse ..
calied for his serjeant-major. 1837 King's Regul. Army 170
'&he Troop Serjeant-Majors. .. The Regimental Serjeant-
Viajor.

trjam-f. 1897 Daily News 15 June 3/4 They were members
of the Salvation Army, ont of them, a woman, describing
herself as the sergeant-major.

3. An American fish, the
Pomacentrus saxatils.

1876 GOODX Fishes of Bermudas 38 Glyphidodon saxatilis,
.. Cow-pilot; Sergeant~major. 1885 LApy BRAsSEY The
Trades 40 Fine little black and white ‘serjeant-majors’ as
they are called, because of their many stripes.

4. Mil. slang. Used attrib. to designate (a)
coffee with cream or milk and sugar (U.S.); (8)
strong sweet ted; tea with rum; also in the
possessive and ellipt.

1923 T. Boyp Through Wheat viii. 131 ‘Bring your
canteen curs. Sergeant-major coffee.’ .. ‘Coffee, hot! And
milk and s_gar ir it 19285 FRASER & GIsBONS Soldier &
Sarlor Words 254 Sergeant Major's Tea, tea with sugar and
milk, or a dash of rum, in it. 1929 J. L. Hopson Grey Dawn
- Red Night 11, v. 210 Two of them got up before the rest
and made a fire 1d produced ‘sergeant-major's tea’ and
_bacnn done to aturn. 1929 J. B. PRIeSTLEY Good Compan. 1.
v 115 1'd like a drop o’ tea with some rum in it, good old
sergeant-majot's. 1939 Jovck Finnegans Wake 331 ointing
up 10 skyless heaven like the spoon out of sergeantmajor’s
tay. 1948 PARTRIDGE Dict. anu' Slong 1939-1945 164
Sergeant-magor's, a S strong, lo: eet brew of tea,
Popularly supposed to be the perc, visite of holders of that
rank. 1981 J. WaINwRIGHT Urge for Justice 1. v. 30 This tea
.. it damn near dissolved the spoon. A real ‘sergeant major’
brew. The way tea shonld be made. .

Hence as u. trans.,, to order or ShOUt m a

cow-pilot,

L.usque and stentorian manner; sergeant-
majorish, -majorly adjs., characteristic of
or resembling a sergeant-major; sergeant-

majorship.

1892 Athenarum 1 Oct. 448/2 [ 1630) The king gave him
[Fabert] another company vacant by death, again
&crmining his retention af the sergeant-majorship. 1928 G.

. Deepine Sorrell & Son viii, 77 Moreover, he might
pocket a sergeam-majorly share of the tips. 1926 A.
Bennerr Lard Ratngo xxxvi. 168 ‘Bow,’ ssid the sergeant-
majorish official behind him, in a no-nonsense voice. 1931
E.A. ROBERTSON Four Frightened People ii. 77 Then we
heard the voice of Mrs. Mardick sergeant-majoring the
truant few. a1938 T. E. Lawgence Mint {1955} 1e, iix. 0&
Cursing fellows forbidden to look resentful .. 1§ & sergeant-
majorish trick which good corporals would net allow
themselves. 1962 M. DUFFy That's how It Was iv. 43 ‘She’ll
soon learn,” the voige sergeant-majored high above me.

t'sergeantry, serjeamtry. Obs. Also s
sergawntry, seriauntrie, -rye, seryauntre, 7 Sc.
senandrie. [a. OF. sergenterie (cf, Anglo-1..
sergenteria, ¢ 1200 in Rot. Chart., ed. 1837, p.
§6/2), f. sergent: see SERGEANT and -gRry.}

1. = SERGEANTY 1.

c1400 Brut 1. 242, Y 3elde vp, Siz, now vnto jow my
hom:ge,..fo.r ham alle pat holden by seriauntrye [1480
CaxtoN seryauntrel. 1778 Eng. Gazetteer (ed, 2} s.v.
Seriveilshy, This manor is held by grand serjeantry. Ibid.s.v.
Pitchley, Northamp. .. The ancient jords of this manor held
it of the King by petit serjeantry, i.e. to furnish dogs, at their
ows cost, to destroy the wolves, foxes, polecats, and other
vermin, in the counties of Northampton, Rutland,IOxfo!—d,
Essex, and Bucks. 1795 BURKE Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wx's.
1842 I1. 550 If the tenant was in an office about the king's
person, this gave rise to sergeantry. 1830 Scort Ayrsh.
Trag. 1.3, We'll not suffer A word of sergeantry, or halberd-
staff. 1837 BARHAM Ingol. Leg. Ser. 1. Spect. Tappington,
These lands werc held in grand serjeantry by the
presentation of three white owls. 1830 James Qarnlzy vii, To
hold his iand by sergeantry, as it had been iield by Lord
Fitzbernard. .

2. The office of sergeant or serjeant.

x426 Lyos. De Guil. Pilgr. 16. 21 {Tribulation log.] And
thus vsynge myn Sergawntry, I kan werke dyuersly;
Wherfore [ rede be war off me, For [ ancon shal smyte the.
166¢ Sc. Aets Chas, 17 (1820) V1. 588/2 All and haill the
office of Serjandrie of the lands & Lordship of Methven,

3. momce-use. Skill as a serjeant-at-law, )

1830 Lamp Album Verses, In Autoy-aph Bk. Mrs. Serjeant
W——, These should moot czses in yuor book, and vie To
show their resding and their Serjeantry.

sergeantship. serjeantship ('sa:dzent-fip). [f.
SERGEANT, SER;£ANT sb. + -sHIP.] The oFiceof a
sergeant or a serjcant, i various senses.

1430 Rolis of Perlt, V. 197/2 Theyre Fees of Scrjauntship
atte armes. 1408 Act rr Hen. VI c. 33 §11 The offices of
Sergeauntshippe of the Pese and [etc.]. 1584 in 10th Rep.
Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 436 Thc office of Sariantship,
1825 HoN: Every-day Bk. {. 157 His serjeantship being
denoted b the Cotf. 1909 Essex Rev. XVIIl. 71 The
persons they thought of appointing to serjeantship or
corporalship.

sergeanty, serjeanty.('saxdzent). Hist. Forms:
a. 5~-7 sergeantie {5 sergeaunte), 6 sergeauntie,
sergentie, 7- sergeanty. g. 4-5 seriauntye, g
serjantie, (pl. serjaunteez), 7 seriantie, serieanty,
serjeantie, 7- serjeanty. [a. OF. serjantie,
sergentie, {. serjant, sergent: see SERGEANT sb. and
-¥.] (The usual spelling is now serjeanty.)

1. A form of feudal tenure on condition of
rendering some specified personal service to the
king.

1467 Rolls of Parls, V. sqg/z The rent of the Sergeantie,
and of the small parcellz of Serjzunteez of oure Counteez of
Notyngh’ and Derb’. 1468 Ibij. 605/2 Other fermes to us of
Serjanties or otherwise. 1477 Ibid. i/'l. 171/1 Smale parcells
of Serjantie in diverse parcells, .. thre Roodes of Serjantie,
1630 HoLLAND Camden’s Brit. 5. 464 Beldwin Le Pettour . .
held certaine lands, by Sergeanty. 1643 Baxer Chron., Rich.
11 1 John Wiltshire Citizen of London, by reason of a
Moyitie of the Manour of Hevdon, holden in Sergeantie,
claimed to hold a towell for the King to wipe with when he
went to meat. 1880 HaRrTinG Extinct Brit. Anim. 1. 82
Several grants of land. . held by the serjeanty of keeping. .
boar-hounds. 1 Athenzum 18 Sept. 269/r A little
ctiticiamn is perhaps invited by the interesting list of
serjeanties with which the volume closes.

b. Distinguished as grand and pesst (or batty)
sevjeanty,

In their AF. form, these terms occur in the :131h c.
According to Britton (¢ 1292), grand serjeanty obliges the
fenant to a service ‘touching the defence of the country’.
such 25 acting as marsha), putting an army in the field, or
fAnding » horseman and his egquipment for the army, while
petit serjeanty binds him 1o a service ‘amounting to half a
roark or less”, such a carrying to the king a bag, a brooch, an
ArTOW, or a bow without string, etc. Later writers give more
or less differing accounts: see quots. The Latin of Magna
Carta (12135) has occasigne parvarum sergantisarum {v.r.
parve serganteriz).

(a) 1449 Rolls of Parir. V. 167/2 His Auncestres . have
holden . .the Manoir . . by Graunte Sergeaunte. 1523 {see (b)
below). a 1625 Sir H. FincH Law {1636) 154 Euery grand
Serieanty is a tenure in chiefe, being of none bur of the ing,
1o dot vnto him a more speciall seruice whatsoeuer by the
person of a man, as to beare his Banner or Lance, to lead his
horse, to carry the sword before him at his coronation fetc.}.
1698 GipsoN Camden's Brit. 55 Brienston ..was held in
Grand Sergeanty by a pretry odd jocular renure. 1766
Brackstone Comm. 1. v. 73 Such was the tenure by grand
SETjeanty, per magnum servitium, whereby the tenant was
bound, instead of serving the king genera{ly in his wars, to
do some special honorary service 1o the king in person; as to
carry his banner, his sword, or the like; or to be his butler,
champion, or other officer at his coronation. 1818 CRUISE
Digest (ed. z) M1. 118 The office of High Steward was
originally annexed 1 the manor o Hinckley in
Leicestershire, and held in grand serjeanty. 1895 Stusps
Const. Hist. 1. xi. 344 These [offices] had become..
hereditary grand serjeanties.

(b) 1523 FiTzuere. Surv. 12 And all these tenauntes maye
holde ‘their landes by dyuers tenures..as by.. graunt
sergentie, petyte sergentie, franke almoyne. 1544 tr.
Littleton’s Tenures 37 b, Tenure by Petyte sergeauntye. 1616
BurLoxar Eng. Expos., Peitie Sergeantie, a tenure of fands,
holden of the king, by yeilding to him, a Buckler, Arrow,
Bow, or such like seruice. 1878 Dicsy Real Prop. 1. (1876)
49 When land was held of the king not by military service,
but under the obligation to sender some small thing
‘belonging to war’, as, for instance, to ‘yield to him yearly a
bow orasword, or adagger, or a knife, or a pair of gilt spurs,
Of an arrew or divers arrows’, this was called tenure by petit
serjeanty.

t2. ‘Sergeants’ or squires collectively. Obs.

1330 R. BRUNNE Chron. Wace {Rolls) 11979 Alle armed
men, .. Wypoute fotmen & seriauntye {v.r. sarg, ie].

SERIAIL

1sergelim. Qbs. Also 6 zerzelnie, 6-7 zerzeline.
7 schirgelim, sergelin. [a. Pg. gergelim, zirgelin, a.
Aradb. jubjuly, also juljulin) = SESAMUM.

1588 Hickock tr. . Frederick’s Voy. 22b, Mirabolany ..
long Pepper, Oyle of Zerzeline. 1698 PETIVER in Phil. Trans,
XX. 314 Mixt with the Oy! Sergelin it stops pissing of
Blood. Ibid. 322 Oyl of Schir elim. 1707 SLOANE Jamaica 1.
126 The Root boil’d in Sergelim Oil . . takes away freckles or
spots.

sergend, -ent, obs. forms of SERGEANT.

sergette (s3:'d3et). {a. F. sergette, dim. of serge.})
See quot. . .

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Sergette, a thin and -slight
serge.

sergiand, -iant, -iaunt(e, sergond, -ont(e,
obs. ff. :ERGEANT.

sergre(i)ant: see SERGEANT Her,
seri, var. SIRIH.
seri, obs. form of SORRY.

serial (‘s orw), @. and sb. [ad. mod. L. seridlis, f.
seri-és: see SERIES and -ALl. Cf. F. sérial (1861),
sériel (1874).]1 A. adj. a. Belonging to, forming
part of, or consisting of a series; taking place or
occurring in a regular succession.

1840 A. BRrispaNe tr. Fourier's Social Destiny xxiv. 344
Industry was developed sufficiently. to admit of the
application of the Serlal mechanism to it. 1884 Fairholt’s
Dict. Term. Are s.v., Serial Pictures are of that order in
which a story is carried on consecutively, such as the four
seasons, the four ages, &c. 18s SPENCER Princ. Psychol,
(1872) H. 16 A thinkinf of the three in serial order—firse,
second, third. 1864 Realm 6 July 8 The last performances of
all the great serial concerts. R

b. spec. of the publication of a literary work,
esp. a story, in successive instalments (as in a
periodical magazine or newspaper), Also of a
radio play: broadcast in (usu. weekiy) episodes.

serial rights, rights hing to the publication of a story
in serial foryy,,

1841 F. Visey Decl. Fng. Lang. 86 Serisl publication.
t E. YaTes Black Sheep xxxi, She. had set herself to
read the serial story. 1874 Athenzum 28 Feb. 293/1 After
contributing to the newspapers and the magazines, [(he]
became a serial novelist. 1879 rjth Cent. 697 Country
Journals,. .instead of using an inferior article, will often

urchase the ‘serial right’, as it is called, of stories which

ave alteady appeared elsewhere. 1890 [see. RIGHT th.1 9f].
1903 J. LONDON Let. 10 Mar. (1966) [30 he serial right has

assed out of my hands. 1933 B.8.C. Vear-Gk. 1934 213

erial plays were a popular innovation: and their exciting
episodes seemed to have a pealed to. . as many grown-ups
as youngsters. 1944 R.A.F. Jral. Aug. 290 The American
market .. still offers big money for serial rights. 1985 Radic
Times 22 Apr. 42/1 A new serial lay in six parts written for
breadcasting. 1960 B.B.C. Handbk. 68 An increased output
of serial plays and ch ized d ies. 1970 [’:ce
film rights s v, FILM sb. 7¢].

c. In_scientific use; esp. applied to the
disposition of the parts of an organism in a .
straight line or longitudinal succession. serial
seclion, each of a series of sections through
tissue made in successive parallel planes: hence
sertal-section vb. trans., serial sectiom ing vbl.
sb. serial. nperatures, temperatures taken at
different successive depths between the bottom
and the surface of water. In Computing ~
SEQUENTIAL a. 2b.

1855 T. WiLLIAMS in dnn. & Mag. Nat. Hist. Ser. 11,
XVi. 405 The serial history of any given structural element
of any given complex organ. 1857 ,El GRrav Firse Less. Bor.
(1866) Gloss., Serial, or Seriate, in rows. 1868 SPENCER
Princ. Psychol. (1872) I. 16 hey preserve a serial
arrangement: their aggregation is little more than that of
close linear succession. 1892 HumpHry Mpyology 9 The
transverse septa, a serial continuation of those jn the tail, are
directed from the median line above. 1872 MIVART Elem.
Anat. 10 Serial symmetry may be much less and much more
developed than we find it to be in man. 1877 THOMSsON Voy.
Challenger 1. 11 Taking bottom and serial temperatures.
1884 BowEeRr & ScorT De Bary's Phaner. 109 The serial
arrangement of the el of the cork perpendicular to the
surface is always very regularly preserved, 1885 A. B. Lee
Microtomist's Vade-Meciem xxiv. 20 3 (Feading) Serial section
mounting. 1897 M. L. HucHes Mediterranean Fever iii. 1 36
The qualitative alterations are both nodal and serial. 1908
Q. Jrul. Exper. Physiol. 1. 129 Where the epithelium persists
- serial sections show that the cleft is completely closed by
it. 1948 Gloss. Computer Terms (U.S. Office of Khval Res.
Special Devices Center: M.I.T. Servomechanisms Lab.
Rep. R-138) 10 Serial programming, execution of complete
arithmetic operations one at a time. Coding is simpler and
easier to orgnm’ze where simultaneous atithmetic operations
are avoided. Serial programming is possible with either
g:raﬂd or serial digit transmission. 1960 GREGORY & VAN
ORN Automatic Data-Processing Systems viij. 248 Latency
time for instructions stored in serial-access memories can
Increase program running time enough to warrant using
other arrangements for storing instructions, 196% Lancet 2
Sept. 523/1 The hypothalami .. were embedded in celloidin
and serial-sectioned. 1 G. H. Haccis et al. Introd.
Molecular Biol. v. 113 Consideration of the confusion which
would result from the examination of fifty serial-section
clectron microscope pictures placed on top of each other.
1969 P. B. JorRDAIN Condensed Computer Encycl. 449 In
chanpter-oriepmd memory computers, serial addition
?ermus forming sums with inexpensive hardware, .. In
aster, word-organized computers, parallel addition is used.
1977 Sci. Amer. Sept. 130/1 Serial-access and block-access
memories have access times that depend on the storage

d. 1979 Nature zz Feb. 596/2 Fere was a



SERIAL

man whoh‘d plonecred the techniq oflen'al tioni g
which logists to t
structures of fossils that would never have been acceasible
for study.

d. Biol. lnvolving or produced by the
propagation of a micro-organism or tissue by
means of a series of cultures, each grown from
material derived from the previous one.

1904 Proc. Amer. Acad. Arts & Sci. XL. 277 In
i the p of the (+) and {~ characters
in the individual nulm. the writer has bequn @ number of
serial cultures. :943;4»" Rev. Mlcm.bxol 26 During the

11

of notes, as in the works of Schoenberg, but do not apply it
to a collection of pitches such as are found in the works of
Scriabine  or cbussy. Mr. Perle extends ‘serial
composition’ to both classes of music. 1978 P. GrisriTHs
Cone, Hist. Mod. Music vii. 88 The ghte oppotite shows the
opening of his [sc. Webern's] S ony {1 1238). artanged to

display the serial structure. uslulyui(;
”P lsy [ice E:let 's) film music he mldc use of the
of from jazz,

bue d serial po! "
c"B s;z‘ha. A scnni or pcnod:cal pubhcat:on, esp.

& novel publuhcd in scrial (as opposed to book)

form.
b2 Ath § Dec. 1237/t A fresh serial frotn the

f th inal on serial
carly pcnod prad s about 5 per cent c.fr which
conhmed onl x30and 95 per cent contained 530%s, L.
T. Morton )‘Y!ed. Bibliogr. (ed. 3) 609 Laveran and esnil
could be maintained

ed that tr
indefinitely in rats and mice by wnll pnuge

e. Educ. snd Psychol.: sevial legming, the
learning of words, numbers, ctc., as a'series 30
that each item acts as a pﬁmulps for the nexy;
serial position, the position of items in'a serial
test studied for its effect on legrning; hence
attrib. as serial-position curve, effect; serial
test, a test of ability that makes use of items in
serial arrangement; hence serial festing. Also
serial veproduction.

1926 H. Heap Aphassa 1. 11, i. ule’l”hc order in which
these serial tests are applied mmt varied to’suit the
circumstances of the case. 1926, xpn nydml IX. 195
(title) Specific seral learnin )Z
association. 1926 Awver.: lgxydlol X XVIL 538 Xt u
apparent..that the ef ects of serial position upon
memorization still constitute something of an issue; ‘1932 F.
C. BarvLeTY ng vii. z73'i‘hereuwmesuggunon
that material treated by way of serial reproduction may gai
a kind of group stamp or character. 1 E.R. leum
Theories Learning iv. ?7 {caption) Senal position effect in
the memorization of a list of 15 nonsense syllables. 1952

cGeocn & IR1ON Psychol. Hum. Learning v, 115 (. )

28 a & of serial 1bid. x. 36? The

 results of one series of experiments by the mgmod of serial
‘reproduction. . sre important for their besring upon the
social diffusion of information. 1§62 E. R. Hn.mm Introd.
P:yclwl (ed.- 3) ix. 273/2 Serial learning is empier than
-sssociates learning. 1971 Yrml. Gem. Prychol.
i‘)'cxxv rao RFT perfnrm-ncc was not found to bemble

..but nther in the d ol‘ field

ocial Prychol.

serial zrnl

LiXXVI 106 F or both hkef mdmt ed narnes the
ser’l position curve was noted with most errors occurning in

th: -niddle of the lists, 1979 A. C. CATANIA Learning x.
Another -variety of intraverbal relation occurs in unni
learning, the learning of s list of items inw pasticular order.
f. In grammatical terminology; spec. in certain
West  African languages, designating a

construction consisting of a series of verbs.
1933 L. BLoOMFisLD Language xii. :qs Endocenteric
copstructions are of two kinds, m—ordtw tive (or semal) and
(or ,J . PotTER  Mod.
Linguisticsv. 114 It (u- the phrase good men] is a subordinate
or mnbumre construction as opposed to such a phrase as
and women, which is said to'be co-ordinate or serial.
x963 Law 1L 5. 145 Oge.. leatun of the

roli of Du:kem 1889 Yrnl. Soc. Arts 25 Feb, 3x3/2

ow vnglnb]e would be some of our serials with all gheir
advertisements—The Gentleman’s Molnm for instance.

1882 A. W. WaRD Dickens ii. 20 When iopulmtybfme
serial was once established, it grew witl

""'d’fl 1873 LoweLL MiltonWh 189olV 59Apm:nud
serial writer.

b. A film shown in a number of episodes; a
radio or television play broadcest in (usu)

weekly episodes.’
" 1924 R. Guau Theatre of Samc xi. 245 The latter
-rr-nged with the latc Thomas W. Hanshew . to prepare a
uma BBC Handbk. 20 An’ m&emnnx aspect of the
yeu' ‘s radio-dramatic work was the development of serial
h’[;lae serigl feature, which uthebu:kbomof e
m, made comparaive! tp?ennneu ‘here before
1938 Publishers. . found that the ‘Monte Cristo’ serial
caused 8 gs::i demand for ths‘:wel 193¢ G. Wess Inside

: b
rephctd dby: wothnaewtm

SERIATE

Febhli’}‘ |h bvd G. f’AAsx C‘“o;wrwpan
programme. X
z‘:grmou:am e v, ¥ Thc”ritpomhm isfreeto lnm

in any way and is found to adopt a holist or serislist
approsch.

dtdon. (-1zatton.] 1. Pubhcanon in
serial form; also, the broadcasting on radio or
televmon, inserial form, of 8 dramatized hovel

x&p Auxhnr Jul g/t 1 It is desivsble that authors ahould
Jﬂ# with which serialisation i
-unoundedhcrs Radio. Tmm 18 Feb. 15/1 The Mdlocdu

Floss, of w a four- slisation .. besins tonight.
1972 Dﬂly Tel. 31 Jan. 7/2 m’uhumm may well prove
a8 to crule new intereat in this

such compulsive vxlew
2. gen. The action or s*ate of forming « series.
H. Crape-ty. Fourier's Social Destiny 1. iv. 37 The

than

and relations of the Humrian Race. 196a Lume?;z Mar.

5:}/:'11|efue3fmnum oemliauon Weiouour
our

) Ad!mmtume : unity of the Glohe is ndthing riore nor less
he S. of the

into merely mummtmwh&hwﬂd
A Mmm nu zu,
ition of serialisation, seems to
mg for ah impossible Utopia.
us. The composition of serial music.
xm Obuma 23. A“? 7/3 This group [of cnmto-en]

'menly nm but ali elamenu of music (pm:h
ythm, are used'

Story of Bartow i. 13  way of

ipterest and gaining an sudience was the medium of
the radio seral. 1988 Radio Times 22 Apr. 21/1 Cosnterspy,
the six-part seria) which begins. in Children’s Hour on
Friday. 1964 X. C. Lane (hels) Connnned week: 8
history of the moving picture serial.. 19314 Bvocdcast 22 Jaly
14/1 %:ere is sbundant ewdm that e serial, or its twin
brother the series, is 2 popular form of TV programming.

ap,
ence

ment.
1888 szum Prine. nyclwl 1. i 5oo The advance of the
of itse mng seriality in

the psychical chm . -
serial, variant of CERRIAL a. Ob:

oerhlhm (mmhz(a)m) If. smm. a. + <ISM:
cf. next.J 1. The name given by

(x875- 1949) to a theory of the serial nature of
time, W he cvolved to account for the
phemmenrm of precognition, esp.-in drenms
(see quots.).

ty (sl:n‘chu) serial arrange-

!tr-'ﬁf W. Dunne Exper. with Time xxi. 1, '!‘heurulnm
of elds of presentation. Ibid. xxvi.’ a
theory :{ the mvaumxm Discovery Atg. 239/1 His

at in

move out of one dimension of time into another. Sernhnm
M. Dunne terms his main principle, is -fnunnmg ldu
1937 Mind XLVI. 165 The novelty of Sétislinm

syntax of 4\’“ snd many other eat At‘ncm
which seems to have escaped the notice of the- grammas-
writers is that the only ible goaman for an obj
oun is immediately after a verl It is neceasary
neroduce an extra verb to take the extra object pronoun. .
This introduction of an extra verb in this m§ resulty in »
serial verbal construction. 1?71 G. AN8RE in J. Spencer n‘
Lang ]W Afr. 1 57 Many of ¢ hcm [:c the es of |

rmn

such as the accumme of s lequenee of verbal fopr:nl wnthngn
the same sentence which has oome o be known a4 ‘serial
verbal construction’. 1977 E. A. GRecErseN Lang, in Afr v.
49 A distinctive feature of mnn{ West African
a m‘-?luple verb construction, known in the lirerature u
serndl ve

8. sevial mumber, a number asslgned to s
person, 1tcm etc., mdlcatmg pOSlt(Oﬂ ing senes‘
spec. a number printed on a banknate or
manufactured article by which it can be
identified.

z;; F. W. Crorr Crite at Guildford xiv. 201 Al thue
high-class cameras bore a serial number. 1938 L.
Haemop Libvarians’ Gloss. 135 Serial Number, number
indic .ngthe order of publication in s series, 3989 Ibid. (ed.
2) 240 Serial Nu; + 2. One of the consecutive pumbers

ppearing in front ofan cm?' ina blbl;ogrnphy or catalogue.

922 uardxau X revnl’ shows s to
surrender but a refusal one’s serisl number. 1962
L. Deigrron Ipcress F‘dc i. 11 People posted to him .. were

- §iven a new serial aumber from the batch . . reserved for

Civil Servants chondcd to. military duties. 1968 °R.
Simons’ Death on Display iv. 53 Cro .took himself off to
check on the serial numbers oi e-pvnnd notes. 1971
R. K. Smits Ransom (1972) 1. 121 Very good field
forakid. . Probaléy stolen. He typed the setial numl
the form. 1 ROSBY S-akc (:9 xxiv. 129 She pnd
cash with bills dut had bee: ully laundered. .

doubted whether the chn had the :enal numbers on her '

bills but she wag taking no chances.

h. Mus. Applied to s type of composmon
which takes as 1ts starting-point an arrangement
of the twelve tones of the chromatic scale. Cf.
DODECAPHONIC 4., SERIES 20; twclw-mzte, ~tone
$.v. TWELVE numeral g. and sb. 111.

1947 H. SEARLE in Penguin Music M.
Valen whose Sometta di Michelangelo ., uses 2 serigl
xcchmque derived from Berg. xgs8 Times 6 June 4/4 Reyi
comxdm 2 number of altemmvn to setial tonality, which is

in defs ‘ofr -milk of
the word of §chonber¢ 19{3 Times Lit. Suppl. 3 May 3:074
Maostof us reserve the term ‘series’ for an ordered saceession

Dec 22 Fartein

—the image of infinite unilinesr n’mumn
. hlunuon::rsmmd’ eundwdlinto every p

characterising Schoen!
. :nalmn .then Pend

Blackin.
_ some of our later

a Seria}: Umveue E ) to mme xbc

ut axis of q (Tz)

il o ivions ?"“?:’.-'.?‘" Ly m st ) W,
fe ¥

Dunne’s theory of 4 m&u ’ ”3 ¢ the

future in our dreams.
2 A behef or assumption thlt every process
takes %lage Lu;w a rtguA wfar mccuau ion., |
Such k
eprings from the fatal seriation A e i) ‘..'.'a".,.‘i

" total seri

Peopleoe‘e‘mgolike :mnumv!nchth:um;e characters

'mdq:not-e

J. W. Dunne

,anutool.akn lﬁ'l‘g:nyhofthu(}m&l.mpic_vu

more skin to the than to the modern seriatinstion.
1976 P. STADLB;ka: D. Villiers Next Year in Jerusalem 328

serislize, v. {- xzn)a Tapublnhmaendfonn
Also, to broadcast serially; to publish-the work
of (nn author) in tenl:l form. -

July 48/2 “;umunndxndm Eagland

m the States, th
Americsi - ned 2
Atluu-muuNov

Hocmuo My Book d’ l’luwy mt .32 it to

stories, blu with the
; e re-ult. auﬁs A. lem&duthv l' VENlig1g,

tnm asteady annuasl 2,000 ta 16,000 wim\ bkc-z mnhudj

. To arrange in a series. -
u.;u CLare tr. FW:MD«myx i sm.,
'sculties or Forces serialise the play.and action of the
odemnot‘theSoul :rqw )An.hmv 172
frame ‘some Md.

, or eon d in some intelle
[ Mw. To compase ncoordmg to “a serial
xmbmurso‘x.s /x’mefuhmableWebemm
wmwwuﬂnl\uw the notes themselves, but the
silénces, the durations,. Xyn‘:mc ‘:.n'\l:yxhe
) note

f
ntmunbchkethenumenl =
us. - The practice or principles of serial
comsg?sxtlon
1458 {see ATONAL a.]. 1967 Spectaior 18 Aug. 200/1 If
lpec ug., dle/l we

are to fssumec that
* woz:pnormhuldoptmof

'. Passion ., does not come into
of Society xvii, 228
s ot leuz for

} rather

1977 P. J
Serial umdoeanotpfo:’:deawo&able
thlnaurll '

serialist ('mnaim) [f SERJAL 2. + -1BT.}

1. A writer of serials,
lag. LX. 594 The characters depicted by
serialists, 3902 A. BennETT Truth about
Author xij, mAtndcuy’Jul]M“/z, Ifoundmou et . maore
;W am s

no i
2 One who holdn views that accord with a
serial theory; spec. one who learns by studying
items arranged in a series.
1936 Mind XLV. 3i The controversy between
ists and lists is one of hngmndmg 1?,73
bod m'

Pasx Comnam. Co(iulm &

a
:m.ll well-defined and seq ially dered
3. Mus. A composer or advomte “of serial
music,

2959 Avlantic Monthiy Feb. 88/2, I do believe, howevu,
th-t success will not wholly pass by the mic
nteﬂmdtheloopcrcentleriahml mzo
? The two picces, «illustrated the difference of
outlook tween the newest cencnmm of English serialists
and their predecessors. 1980 Karly Music Apr. 2 53/3 Many
of these works are charmerlzed by a degree of formal
organization which- would delight serialiats.
4. attréb. or as
1936 Mind XLV. 31 'I‘he unslm hypothesis. . seems: to

me beset with difficulties and obscurities. 1959 Times 13

- b, in serial form. asa nenal
OweN i

2. In a series, in lenet, in uerul lrnnn'ement,

S-ndlp-rmu
bel md the wall fmmmtogun.

seriall 72 A 68 H

. Mukﬂemnrch m. ttu ;:-'eﬂqt n:lliu met .
wrmen.lhhmg , seriall T‘Sco‘n-
De Bary :Pllcm 163 Roundbordetedpm arzanged in

mm:dmo‘l;h‘g‘u; :ene-. with the inner apertures -ernlly
t'Serlan, a. Obs. rare. (. Ser-8s +
Sevian worm, silkworm. (Cf. Semsan,

Smc )
1633 P. Fu'rcun I xu,
that ;w?lth their whﬁf.'i outx then“ ulan, hva. .

seriand, -ant, -antle, etc.: sce mcm-r ~Y.

seriary (‘sron), a. rare. [f. ml-n + -amyl,
Cf. F. 1 Serial.

.m]

seﬁate(mmt,a Chiefly Zool. lhd Bot. [ad.
mod.L. serigt-us, f. SERIES,]  Arranged or

cumng m one or more series or TOwWS.
1846 Dan

- vertically m—;m 1887 [:ee nam.ll cl. 1bye Hcox:‘“ Stud,

Flora 137 Sedum acre .
HAoy Far o Mo Cronces T, The seaeameinee. 18 i Kl
question of time and natural seriate changes.



SERIATE

So 'seriated a.; hence 'seriately adv., in series.

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 266 Disks seriately and
reticulately budding. 1872 H. C. Woob Fresh-w. Algr 227
The gelatinous tubes or sheaths in which the cells are
seriated are very obvious. 1874 LEwes Probl. Life & Minc
Ser. 1. I. 120 Vitality and Sensibility may be said to reston
seriared Change.

serlate (‘'siortent), v. [Back-formation from
SERIATION.] trans. To arrange (n_em;) in a
sequence according to prescribed criteria.

1944 Genetics XXIX. 526 We shall refer rothese and other
genes In the series, requiring testers to distinguish them and
to seriate them, as iso-alleles, 1 D. L, CLARKE Analytical
Avrchaol. 1. xi. 453 Initially, the matrix rechnique was
devised for seriating assemblages in terms of their

roportions ‘of component types. 1972 Computers &
gluuam'n'a V1. 179 "I'g:’e program constructs a classification
of objects and seriates the classes by minimizing the distance
according to the Brainerd Robinson model of seriation.

i| serlatim (siarr'ertim), adv. (and a.} {med.L., .
L. seri-és after GRADATIM, LITERATIM.] One after
another, one by one in succession. )
1680 C. Hatron Corr. (Camden) I. 225 Y judges did
every one of them seriatim declare y* that board was a proper
place of judicature of state affaires. a 1734 NorTH Exam. 1
ii. §80 {1740) 72 The Judges thought Hit to give their
dg 1atim, after Argument had. 1B1g
Kirav & Se. Entomol. x. 1. 303 If not content with taking
them [sc. spiders] seriatim you should feel desirous of eating
them by handfulls. 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. xv, Mr. and
Mrs. Kenwigs thanked every lady and gentleman, seviatim,
for the favour of their company. 1871 SPENCER Princ.
Psychol. (1872) 11. 343 This question subdivides into several
questions, which we will consider seriatim.
b, as adj. Following one after the other. rare.
1871 Eanve Philol. Eng. Tongue x. 497 There are places
where force would be lost by dividing it into two or three
successive and seriatim sentences.

sesiation (swr'etfon). [ad. mod.L. *seriaticn-
em, . seri-és: see SERIES and -ATION.] Succession
in series, serial succession; formation of or into
‘a series.  In mod. use, esp. in Archaol., the
action or result of arranging items in a sequence
according to prescribed criteria.

1688 ] Roninson Endoxa iv. 30 Where there is no fear of
enormity, there may be a secure seriation of supremacy.
3866 ODLING Amim. Chem. 47 The acids of these two series
presented..a tarked parallelism in their constitution,
seriation, and properties. 1874 Lewes Probl. Life @ Mind
Ser.1. 1. 144 ’Fhe d ation that thinking is seriation.
1887 Athenwum 3 Sept. 200/3 In the seristion of the
[chemical] elements certain gaps  occur. \i?, Anthrop,
Papers Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. :"(KHH. 283 We have found
that another seriation based on the percentages of redware
yields a cheaper result. 1944 Genetics XXIX. 534 The test
indicated that the males carried bobbed alleles capable of
seriation when in combination with the testes. But in
homozygous condition several of these seriated alleles

roduced identical maximum bristle ‘types. 1981 G. W.

RAINERD in Amer. Antig. XVI. 304/t If a series of
colfections comes from a cuiture changing through time,
their placement on the time axis is 4 function of their
similarity. .. This. allows a ‘seriatiod’ or ordering of
collections to be formed which, if time be the only factor
involved, must truly represent the tempdra! placing of the
collections. Ibid. 311/2, I believe that . .keriations formed
by this technique will allow refinements in chronology
greater than those currently possible. 1966 Amer.
Anthropologist LXVII. 1440 “}ixen the data are very
reliable. ., then both ordering criteria preduce the same
seriation of collections, Confidence in the resulting seriatjon
is therefore high. 1971 World Archaeol. 111. 197 The
established sequence of changing settlements also
corresponded with that reached by seriation of the pottery
collections from the relevant sites.

t'serlatly, adv. Obs. Also 5 seryatt., ceriat-, 6
seryat-. [Partial anglicization of med.L.
SERIATIM.] In succession, seriatim.

¢ 1480 Cou. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 273 Now | wyl fede yow
alle with awngetlys mere, Wherfore to reseyve it come fforth
servartly. ¢ 1478 Partemay 1836 Thai.. With-our tariyng to
wash ther handes went: After went to sitte ther ceriatly.
c 1820 BaRcLay Jugurth 37b, To write of the besvnesse and
dedes of both the parties seriatly and dystincly. 1540 St.
Papers Hen. VIIT, r”. 200 We have receyuid Your Graces
mo:t gracius letters . . the contents wherof we have serjatly
redde.

seriaun, -auns, -aunt(e, etc.: see SERGEANT.
seriba, variant of zArgpa.

Seric (serik), a. rare. [ad. L. séric-us, (1)
belonging to the Seres, (2) of silk (neut. séricum
as sb., silk), = Gr., onpuwds (Neut. onpixdy silk), f.
Zapes: see SgEREs.]

1. Chinese.

1842 TurPeR Proverb. Philos, Ser. 1. introd., Unclean
meats as of the clean hang upon my Seric shambles. 1840
New Monthly Mag, LX. 310 The pure concoction of the
seric herb (= tea].

2. Silken.

1886 Edin. Rev. July 155 The manufacture of seric stuffs.

sericate ('scrikert). Chem. (f. ser1c-1C + -ATEL]
A salt of sericic acid.
1841 Turner's Elem. Chem., Org. 1084 Sericate of oxide of
ethule is a colouriess mobile liquid.
‘sericated, a. rare-",
um silk: see Sgric) +
also = SeRICEOUS.
1623 in COCKERAM. 1860 WORCESTER, Serricated {sic].

{f. L. sericit-us (£. seric-
-Ep!.] +Clothed in silk;
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sericeo- (srmjou), used as comb, form of L.

sériceus (see next) = silky and...
1841 Penny Cycl. XX. 359/2 Ovaries sericeo-tomentose.

sericeous (sr'rifiss), a. Zool. and Botr. [f. L.
serice-us, f. séric-um silk (see SERIC): see -EOUS.]
Silky, covered with silky down. )

1777 RopsoN Brit. Flora 15 Sericeous, covered with a
down of extremely fine texture. 1819 SAMOUELLE Entomol.
Compend. 282 Hyleus... Lip lanceolate, little sericeous.
x847 HarpY in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 11. No. v. 236 Shining
yellow sericeous down. 188§ H. O. Forses Nat, Wand. 1v.
App. 376 The sericeous brand on the male.

sericic (si'nisik), a. Chem. [f. L. séric-um sitk
(sec SERIC) + -1c.] = MYRISTIC.

1841 Turner’'s Elem. Chem., Org, 1083 Sericic Acid. Syn.
Moyristic Acid. Discovered by Playfair.

sericiculture (‘serisikaltjua(r), -tfa(r)). [ad. F.
sériciculture, £. L. séric-um (see SERIC) + cultira
CULTURE.]

= SERICULTURE.
serici'culturist.

18ga CROOKES tr. Wagner's Man. Chem. Technol. 803
Sericiculture.—Varieties of Silkwerms. Thid. Bos
Sericiculturists become sufficiently adepts..to be able to
select a sufficient number of cocoons of each sex.

sericin (‘ser1sin). Chem. Also -ine. [Formed as
SERICIC + -IN'.]

1. = MYRISTIN.

1841 Turner's Elem. Chem., Org. 1083 Sericate of axide of
glycerule (sericine or myrisn'ne)', X

2. The gelatinous constituent of silk.

1868 BLoxaM Chem. §446. 1886 tr. Benedikt's Chem. Coal-
tar Colours 39 Both fibroine and sericine (silk-glue) consist
of carbon, nitrogen, hydrogen and oxygen.

sericipary (sert'sipan), a. rare. [f. L. séricum
silk + -par-us (-paROUS) + -v.] Producing silk.

1869 Eng, Mech. 24 Dec. 350/3 A double apparatus . .
situated on either side of the intestinal canal, and below it,
called the sericipary gland.

sericite ('sersait). Min. [ad. G. sericit (18g2), f.

L. seric-um silk: see Sgric and -iTe! 25.] A
fibrous variety of muscovite.

Hence serici'cultural a.,

1854 DaNA Syst. Min. (ed. 4) I1. 223 Sericite of K. List,-

is regarded by him as near Damourite. 1866 Lawgswc tr.
Cotta’s Rocks Classified 23 Sericite, a green mineral, of silky
lustre.

b. attrib. = sericiTiC.

1879 RUTLEY Study of Rocks 26 Sericite-Sehist. — This is
a achistose rock closely allied to the porphyroids, and
consists of sericite, fragments of quartz [etc.]. 1884 Noture
13 Nov. 35/1 Sericite mica. .

Hence sericitic (szri'sitik) a., containing or
having the character of sericite.

1814 Nature 13 Nov. 34/t A slight development of
sericitic mica. .
sericitization. [f. prec.: see -1zaTion.] Con-
version into, or replacernent by, sericite.

1893 Geixie Text-bk. Geol. 1v. viv. ii. (ed. 3) 617 Where
the ‘silky unctuous sericite has been develaped from
orthoclase (sericitization). 1908 Trans. N.Z. Inst. XLI1. 69
These figures show . . that the type of rock-alteration may be
regarded as partial sericitization. 1982 W, A. DEER et al.
Rock-Forming Minerals 111, 24 This sericitization may
begin, and be complete, at an early stage of the
metamorphism. .

Hence 'sericitized ppl. a., converted into (a
form containing) sericite.

1938 Geol. Mag. LXXI1. 276 Plagioclase . . occurs as large
sericitized laths. 1968 G. J. Wirrtams Econ. Geol. N.Z. xisf.
195/2 The wall-rocks are sericitized and chloritized.

tsericon. Aich. Obs. [a. med.L.
(indeclinable).

In Turbe Philosophorum alterum exemplar, printed in
Artis Aurifere guam Chemiam vocant volumen primum
(Basilez :592) 138, ‘sericon’ is mentioned (in connexion
with ‘magnicsia’: see MAGNESTA 1) a5 ‘a composition which is
called by ten names', and which is one of the wgredients in
‘the ferment of gold'. That the word originaily stood for
some real chemical substance is not improbable, but its
proper meaning and etymology (perh. Arabic: ? cf. ZIRCON)
are obscure. There is no ground for identifying it with
mod. L. sertcum (prob. merely a use of L. séricum silk) cited
by writers of the 18th c. as a name for the flovers of zinc. On
the other hand, ‘Sericum, an old name for minium’, in some
modern dictionaries, may represent a conjecture as to the
meaning of the.alchemical term. ]

A substance supposed to be concerned in the
transmutation of inferior metals into gold,

The explanation given in Gifford’s note on the Jonson
passage. ‘the red tincture’, appears to be an unauthorized
conjecture.

?x5.. in Ashmole Theat. Chem. (1652) 428 This centrall
Earth who can it take, It and Sercion [sic] do our Maistry
make. 1610 B. Jonson Alck. i1, v, Both Sericon, and Bufo
shall be jost.

sericon

i sericierium {serik'nonism). Entom. Pl -eria
(-8r2).  Also anglicized serictery (si'mktar).
[mod.L., irreg. f. Gr. anpucdy silk (see SERIC) +
-rnpiov, after sialisterium (aahripov) salivary
gland of insects.] A glandular apparatus in
silkworms for the production of silk; z silk or
spinning gland. .
1826 Kinsy & Se. Entomol, xli. (1828) V. 137 In the
sericterium the fluid that préduces it [sc. silk] is sometimes
white or grey. 3875 Brake Zool. 287 The rwo Rne filaments
from the sericteria are glued together by another secretion

SERIES

from a small gland. 1898 Packann Texe-bk. Entomol. 337 In
the imago the sericteries revert to their primitive shape and
use as salivary glands. .

sericultural (serr’kaltjoors], ~tf-), a. [f. next +
-apl.] Pertaining to or engaged in sericulture.

186¢ Q. yral. Sci. 1. 515 The sericultural departments of
France. 1886 WaRrpLE Catal. India Sitk Culture 28 Aids to
Sericultural Study.

sericulture ('sérikaltjva(r), -tla(r)). [Shortened
ad. F. sériciculture: see SERICICULTURE.] The
production of raw silk and the. rearing of
silkworms for the purpose.

1881-4 Tomlinson's Cycl, Useful Arts (1867) 11. $20/z The
Central Society of Sericujture of France. 1863” All Year
Round 11 July 467/1 ode] silkworm houses. . would
greatly tend to popularise this new branch of sericulture.
188x Wanrore Wild Silks of India 53 Eria seticulture
plantations.

Hence seri'culturist,
sericulture, a silk-grower.

1864 . Jral. Sei. 1. 515 He recommends the sericulturist
to separate his dark worms from the general stock.

one engaged in

seridclath, northern f. cered_cloth: see CERED.
1438-9 Durham Acc. Rolls (Surtees) 408 In 22 virgis panni
linei empt. pro Je Seridelath pro vestimentis.

}serie. Obs. [app. ad. L. seriés: see semiks.]
Succession of points in an argument.

<1386 Cravcer Knt.'s T. 2209 What may I concluden of
this long serve, But after wo | rede vs to be merye?

seriea(u)nt, -y, obs. forms of SERGEANT, -v.

seriema (serf'izma), cariama, cariama (se-,
kerra:ms). Also siriema. [mod.L. serfema (A. de
St. Hilaire, 1830), cariama (Brisson, 1760), a.
Tupi siriema, sariama, ¢ariama, explained by
Ruiz de Montaya as = crested. The erroneous
form cariama (without cedilla) comes down
from Marcgrav, Hist. Nai. Brasil. 1648.] A
large long-legged crested bird, Cariama cristata,
inhabiting parts of Brazil; the crested screamer.

1836 Proc. Zool. Soc. 30 Though the Cariama, in its
osseous structure, exhibits but little resemblance to the
Birds of the Raptorial order. 1860 Jbid. 334 A New Form of
Grallatorial Bird nearli' allied to the Cariama. 1869 R. F.
Burton Highl. Brazil 11. 26 The Siriéms, that hunted the
serpents from our path. 1870 Proc. Zool Soc. 666
Burmeister’s Cariama. 1 8 Pop. Sei. Monthly XLVI. 574
The far-famed seriema ( rcholophus cristatus), a form that
has puzzled the best of taxonomers since the middle of the
seventeenth century.

series (‘sioriiz, formerly 'sianizz). PI. (8-) series,
(7- 8, rare in 9) serieses, (7-8) seriez’s. [a. L,
series row, chain, series, f. ser-&re to join,
connect. Cf. F. série, It., Sp., Pg. serie.}

I. General senses.

1. A number or set of material things of one
kind ranged in a line, either contiguously or at
more or less regular intervals; a range or
continued spatial succession of similar objects;
+in early use applied to a row of building.

1611 CorvAT Crudities 454 A very faire architectonical
Machine..in which are three degrees, whereof each
contayneth a faire Statue. .. At the very toppe of this rowe
or series of worke is errected a most excelrem effigies of a
Cocke. Ibid. 636 A faire front of building. .. Which front or
sevies extendeth it selfe in a goodly length, 1638 SIr T.
Herserr Trav. (ed. 2) 163 For five hun, red paces it every
way gives g series of all sorts of Persian fruits and fowers.
1812 Miss Mitrorp in L'Estrange Life (1870} 1. 191 In
Oxfordshire, where 1 saw a landsca €, or rather a series of
landscapes, of singular beauty. 1886 EMERSON Eng. Traits,
Aristocracy Wks, (Bohn) 11. 81 The series of squares called
Belgravia. 1872 H. C. Woon Fresh-w. Algz 68 Cells mostly
arranged it a s|mglc ot double series in the filament. B
. 2-a. A number of things of one kind (chiefly
immaterial, as events, actions, conditions,
periods of time) following one another in
temporal succession, or in the order of discourse
or rgasomng.

36X8 CHAPMAN Hesiod’s Georg. 11. 455 The noisame gales,
- . that incense the seas And raise together in one series [oues
Aurumne dashes. 1646 HoweLs. Lemwss X111, 20 So was his
whole life attended with a series of good successes. 1656 tr.
Hobbes' Elem. Philos. 1 All men can reason 10 some degree,
- . but where there is need of a Jong series of Reasons, there
most men wander out of the way. 1663 Power Exp. Philos.
1. 122 The Series and Chain of our ?ormer Experiments.
1709 Feivon Diss. Classics €1718) 188 The worst Province
an Hlstormq can fall upon, is a Series of barren Times, in
which nothing remarkable happeneth. 1765 W. Waun
Grammar 1v. iv. 167 Several participles cannot conveniently
be used so as to affect evenz part of long serieses of wards
immediately. 1797 Encyct. Brit. (ed. 3) XVIII. 514/t These
different heights of tide arc obscrved to succeed each other
in a regular series... ‘This series is completed in about 15
days... Two serieses are completed in the exact time of a
lunation. 1837 CaRrLvLE Fr. Rev. H. 1. vi, What a hoping
People he had, judge by the fact, and series of facts, now to
be noted. 31871 R. W. Dare Commandm. x. 242 These
Comm_andmenls occupy a geut place in.a series of Divine
revelations, 1886 Aet 40 & 5o Vier. c. 44 813 That the
repayment of the money to be borrowed should be spread
over a series of years.

with Pl concord. 1864 BapBace Passages 46 Another series
of experiments were . . made. 187x MoRrLEY Catlyle in Crir.
Misc. Ser. 1. 245 A complex series of historic facts do not
usually fit so neatly into the moral formula,



