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Unit 1

Film, Television and
Entertainment Business

f;fn'troduct io

Film is a distinctive form of art. The first film can be traced back
to more than 100 years ago. It has experienced great development,
from silent films made in black and white to color films with sound and
currently to 3-D films. Modern technology in computer science has
greatly changed the way films are made.

Television is another major recreation in our life. The colorful vis-
ual dimension of television presents every kind of program, including
films, plays, sports events, news, interviews, science documentaries
and any number of all-round programs that appeal to large audiences.
It is truly a wonderful medium nowadays, and a combination of crea-
tivity, technology, precision and fun. Also, TV is a medium in which
it is possible to reach a vast audience and could help to change the

world, or at least bring awareness, beauty and entertainment to us.
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hero/heroine n. % £ f, %
F e et

moviegoer n. HL

box office Z 5 A

Show Biz #2 & W

leading actor/actress 47 # % /&

film commentary % ¥

afterthought n. W & &

Oscar nominee L #7F3& 4 #

blockbuster n. 32 F

telecast n. &v. WA #E

viewer rating 1 F

cable television 7 £ # .

news coverage E "'I%— B

talk show. B HK; Ko F

current affairs BEY H

commercial n. ) &

TV news anchorperson  #f [& ¥/
BEFHA

Television addict B, 7}, 2%

newsworthy adj. £ 3 & - 1E
#y

talk show host Jit. 0 % ¥ H £
#FA

SE BRTAUE SPMdas

1. Are you a movie fan? What types of movie do you like, documenta-

ry or romance? Action, science fiction, suspense or horror? Speak

out your reasons.

2. Please name your favorite film star (s)? Why do you like him or

her? Name out your reasons.

3. What are your favorite TV programs? What kind of genre do they fit

into? List some examples.
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Conversation 1

. I went to watch “King Kong” @ last evening. It’s a masterpiece!
Have you seen it?

: Yeah, I watched it yesterday. It’s truly amazing. It made me feel
like T was right there. The movie gave me what I really expected.

: It’s an out-of-the-body experience at this movie, I mean that my
imagination has forgotten it is actually present in a movie theater
and think it’s up there on the screen. In a curious sense, the
event in it seems real and I seem to be a part of them, especially
the final scene. Which scene do you like best? :
: The scene when King Kong and the girl watch a sunset together!

It’s so touching. To tell you the truth, before this I didn’t believe
that a beauty could fall in love with a beast, but you know, Peter
Jackson made that happen.

. Yes, I used to consider it as an adventure movie, but now I would
rather think of it as a love story. It’s one of the most impressive,
saddest and best movies I've ever seen.

: I'm a big fan of Peter Jackson. I can’t wait for his future works.
Conversation 2

: Haha, “Star Wars” @ is really good. Do you like it?

@ “King Kong” B4 (£RI).
@ “Star Wars” HEH (ERKR) .
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B:

Of course I do. I watch all the three episodes. It’s a fantasy and a
legend, and I find its root in some of our most popular fictions.
You know, all of the best tales we remember from our childhoods
had to do with heroes setting out to travel down roads filled with
danger, and hoping to find treasure or heroism at the journey’s
end. In “Star Wars”, George Lucas takes this kind of framework

into the outer space.

: Yeah. Just like the “Indiana Jones”®, and “Lords of the

Ring”®. All these films are really wonderful, which draws me

deeply into the screens.

: “Star Wars” taps the fantasies buried in our memories, and it re-

activates our thrills, fears and imaginations. I guess why there are

80 many Star Wars fans in the world.

: I think this movie works so well for several reasons. The special

effects are terrific, so is the music. Don’t you think so?

: Yeah. Lucas is something. He sends his heroes off to cross the

universe and do battle with the evil force. In his imagination, any-
thing is possible in space, and he goes right ahead and shows us
very nearly everything: lots of special effects, yes—ships passing
into hyperspace, alien planets, and infinity of stars, strange living

creatures... I do love it!

: Me, too. The most fascinating single scene, for me, is the one set

on the planet. . It’s so incredible!

: This film succeeds in every possible way. I am sure it will walk

away with no less than six Oscars.

: You bet.

@ “Indiana Jones” MY Z (EIBEHN - TH),
® “Lords of the Ring” B4 (#EHFTE),
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Conversation 3

. What do you usually do in your spare time, watching TV or listen-
ing to the radio?

. 1 listen to the radio while I read or do my homework. I don’t like
watching TV.

. Why? Television is more colorful and vivid than radio, in my
opinion. TV series like those on the Discovery Channel are so ex-
citing! T would feel lost if one day there were no TV programs to
watch. T could sit in front of the TV all day long even if I felt very
tired when I arrived back home. You know what? My mum calls
me a couch potato! But radio is different. I can live without radio
for several days, or even months.

. No, I don’t agree with you. I don’t watch TV ;'ery often, but wher-
ever I go, I carry my radio with me in my pocket. When I feel
bored, I listen to the radio. It usually turns out that I feel much
better after listening to the radio. I usually find those are pouring
their hearts to talk show hosts are more upset than me.

. Yeah. We are not the most miserable people, even though we

have so much homework to do. Let’s just forget about radio and

TV for now.
. That’s true. Let’s go.

1. What do you think of the movie/the TV show/the magazine/ the

online news? I thought it was great/ OK/ terrible/wonderful/awful.
I liked it.
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2.

Why didn’t you like about it? It was too violent/exciting/silly.

/The plot is so slow, which bores me into sleepiness.

. The acting and the story were excellent. 1 enjoyed every minute of

it. /The story is unique and the plot is clearly devised. /I was
deeply impressed by the story and the soundtrack. It’s so touch-

ing.

. There’re different types of films, documentaries and feature films,

which include romance, action, comedy, drama, family, war,

suspense, adventure, science fiction, horror, etc.

. The popularization of DVDs has attracted much of the movie fans

today. /I have got a great DVD collection at home.
I would like to see films in English without Chinese subtitles. [

can improve my listening comprehension of English in this way.

. The film has set and broken several records; it opened in a re-

cord 2, 500 theaters, shown on a record 6, 000 screens, break-
ing the record for one-day sales at $32 million. It smashed the
total weekend sales. I'm sure it will reach $100 million in four

days.

. The last episode of this soap opera bored me to tears and there’re

too many ¢ommercials among the breaks.

When Internet became more and more popular nowadays some
predict that it will provide the most of entertainment, film and tel-
evision will be “dead”. Thankfully, this did not happen. Film

and television still own groups of supporters, a large amount of

-people watch television and movies at their leisure hours.

10.

It is important to the television stations that their programs can at-
tract as large an audience as possible because a large audience

means that they can sell higher-priced commercial time.




