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modern men. Each club member was glven a subJ ect
f-to write his satlre on. Swift's was travel books about
- faraway lands for these had become very popular
and fashlonable in London society.
Workmg on thls project lnsplred Swift, and it
L wasn't very long afterwards that the book's hero,
| Martm Scriblerus, turned into Lemuel Gulliver and
: the faraway lands became Lilliput and Brobdingnag.
" When Gulliver’s Travels was published in 1726,
the book was such an immediate success that its
‘ fﬁrst printing sold out in a week! It is considered a
masterplece of satire today, over 260 years later,
and is still read by adults for its irony and wit,
and by children because it's such a dehghtfully




Deople You Will Read About

Doctor Lemuel

Gulliver:

William Prichard:
Hurgo:

Clefen Frelock:
Marsi Frelock:
Flimnap:

Reldresal:

Skyresh Bolgolam:

the secret visitor:

Emperor of Blefuscu:

the farmer:

|

the dramatis personae of the
novel

captain of the Antelope

the Emperor of Lilliput

the officers who examined Gul-
liver’ s pockets

the Court Treasurer of Lilliput
the Emperor’s Private Secre-
tary of Lilliput

the High Admiral of the Realm
of Lilliput |

a lord Gulliver had befriended

the ruler of Blefuscu
the master of Gulliver when he

was in Brobdingnag
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the farmer’s wife:

the boy:

Glumdalclitch:

Queen:

Queen’s dwarf:

King:

the footman:

the page:

the captain:

a kind woman who treated Gulliver
well

the son of the farmer who made
troubles to me

the daughter of the farmer, Gul-
liver’s best friend and protector
the Queen of Brobdingnag who
were very fond of Gulliver

the man who was jealous of Gul-
liver’s popularity in the Court of
Brobdingnag

the ruler of Brobdingnag

a brave man who saved Gulliver
a trusted man who cared for Gul-
liver

the man who saved Gulliver at
the sea after he leaved Brobding-

nag
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Shipiwrecked!

I'm not an old man writing down my life story, for I
expect that many years and many adventures lay ahead
of me yet, for I'm only forty-two years old. Still, during
those years, I've had many strange adventures in my
travels to far-off lands of the world.

Perhaps strange adventures aren't what you'd expect
from someone named Doctor Lemuel Gulliver, but being
a doctor in London or anyplace in England or anyplace
on land, for that matter, just didn't satisfy me. Even

when I was a medical student, I made certain to take

shipwreck /'[iprek/ v. {& (¥ A)#d&Ex | far-off /fa:r'of/ adj. #iZd)
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courses in navigation, for travel to distant places in
the world always fascinated me.

After graduating from medical school at the age of
twenty-four, I signed up as a ship's doctor and spent
three and a half years sailing around Europe and
throughout the Mediterranean Sea.

On my return to England, I married and set up a
practice in London. But at the end of two years, I re-
alized that I couldn't make a success of medicine on
land, and with my wife's approval I went to sea
again.

For the next six years, I traveled to the East and
West Indies as a ship's doctor, earning money to send
home to my family and learning many languages
during my time ashore in foreign lands. Because I
have an excellent memory, I learned these languages
very easily—a talent which would prove to be very
useful during the voyages I would make afterwards.

At the end of those six years, I had grown tired of

navigation / nzevi'geifen/ n. ik, AL/ i ashore /o'[0:/ adv. & B¥, LA
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“Travel Fascinated Me. "
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the sea and tried again to practice medicine on land,
this time in a coastal village where I could treat
sailors. But this practice was no more successful than
my earlier one. So, after three years on land, I accepted
an offer from William Prichard, captain of the
Antelope, to become the ship's doctor on a voyage to
the South Seas.

We set sail from Bristol, England, on May 4,

1699, and after peacefully crossing the South Seas,
we hit a violent storm off the west coast of Australia.
Poor food and overwork while braving the storm
caused the death of twelve of our crew and weakened
the rest. So when the wind drove us onto some rocks
and split the ship apart, only six seamen, myself
included, had enough strength to get a lifeboat down
into the sea and row clear of the ship and rocks.

Even though we were all exhausted, we kept

"8 rowing until we couldn't lift our arms any longer.

After that, we lay back and let the waves carry us

- ~ wherever they wished.

o split split/ v. B, GRORF ! row /rau/ v. %1(48)



