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The Life of Sima Qian, author of China’s greatest
. historical work, The Historian’s

N Sl_rna Records, was bom in the town of
Wax Qian . Longmen in the year 145 B.C.,
™ ° o less than a century after the
° ° close of the Warring
° States period.
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Mouling was about 18 miles from
the capital Changan and happened
to be where Emperor Wu of the

(!@ Han dynasty was building a tomb
Y R for himself.

His father assumed the post of
Grand Historian five years later
in 140 B.C. and the
family moved to the
village of Xianwu in o ¥f
the county of Mou, ¥

also called Mouling.

The area teemed with all
varieties of people, even
the famous cavalier Guo Jie
was forced to move there.
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In order to build the f\\ @ Z
) enormous tomb, the =
emperor forced

mass migrations of @t
4 people into the area, $
creating a new and
vibrant metropolis.




At the age of ten, Sima Qian began
studying the classics under his teacher
Kong Anguo, twelfth
generation descendant
of Confucius.

And he often spent time with
the people of]

Mouling, thus

cultivating an

amiable

rapport

with people

oflower

status.

At the age of twenty, he left home for the first time.He
traveled south across the Huai and Yangtze rivers;

He climbed Kuaiji
Mountain in search
of the Cave of Yu;
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He went to Jiuyi Mountain to
see the tomb of Shun;
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and in

the north he crossed the
Wen, and Si rivers;

’

He boated down the Yuan

and Xiang rivers
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He then continued west out of the Chu fiefdom and through the

Liang fiefdom before finally returning to Changan.
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Passing through the exotic
territories of Qiang, Zuo,

and Kunming.
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looked into some of the

On this journey, he also %R

Master, you’ ve

arrived just in
time. Your father
has fallen ill.
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Then he returned to the capital.

Father!

From the earliest times, our
family has been astronomers
and historians, renowned in
achievement and reputation, but

now the line will be broken
with my passing.




After I die, you must 25
become Grand Historian,

and if you do, you must
complete my work.

Today the emperor is conducting
the Feng sacrificial ceremony at
Tai Mountain. Such an important
event, and I, the Grand Historian,

was not invited.It is ?
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From the death of the \ N
founders of the Zhou dynasty™\ '\
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hundred years passed, E] g
and from the death of K
Confucius up to & 4 ’
'-_‘ ( now, nearly another % 2 B
N / five hundred years B &
> N have passed. The first five 3# b #
A Ny , centuries were recorded by Eﬁ’%%
~»- Confucius in his Spring & ;’g , ,Jé"?
N\ - Autumn Annals, but no one has v o
ﬁ, compiled and recorded the events T
W\ \ ’ ‘/ of the last five centuries. # 25 R
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many great sovereigns and

ministers, heroic deeds, and tragic:'

If you succeed me, you must take 28
up the burden of recording these

five hundred years of histo

Autumn Annals,
SO

Father!
When his father died, Sima
Qian was thirty-six years old.

Three years later he assumed his
father’ s previous position as
Grand Historian,

As such, he had free access to all
of the records and documents
stored in the palace.




In the year 104 B.C.
Sima Qian took up his
brush and began writing
The Historian’s Records.

32

Five years later, when he was
8 forty-seven years old, disaster

struck by way of the “Li Ling

<M .
23 4 Affair”.
2]

Due to the previous success of Li Guang,
Wei Qing, Huo Qubing, and other generals
in battling the northern Xiongnu tribes, Han
Emperor Wu had initiated a policy of
continued expansion.In the end, however,
with the emperor’s in-law Li Guangli as
the main player, the results of the Xiongnu
invasions were less than
desirable.

34

35
Li Ling was a grandson of the eminent
general Li Guang.His orders were to
follow Li Guangli in attacking the
Xiongnu from Qilian Mountain.

Li Ling, you take five

main striking force.

@ thousand men and try to ‘_//
2 (4 disperse the enemy’s é H
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the Chanyu!
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But what Li Ling found was a main force of eighty-thousand

men led by Xiongnu chieftain
With no supplies or reinforcements, they had no choice

but to surrender to the Xiongnu.
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Li Ling should g
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When the ; CD have died in battle :
news of Li iy
Ling’s make up for hig £
defeat and = > defeat!

surrender )

reached the

insult to
the throne.

he surrender to
the Xiongnu?

Your criticisms
of Li Ling are
out of line.

277277 Your Ma_}esty, with fewer than five thousand
men, Li Ling entered deep into the tiger’s lair
and did battle with the Chanyu for ten days.After
killing over ten thousand enemy soldiers, his
own supplies were exhausted, there was no

room for retreat, his men were dying left

I\ and right, and help never arrived.So
% urrcnder was his only chonce ‘
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In fact, the greatest error

A was the very [
Q\r‘—‘\\\ policy toward How dare you
~Y the %iongnu. criticize my
We should policies.Put him
never have

to death!

At that time, a man given the penalty of
death had two ways to avoid being

N | executed.One was to pay a large sum of
money in exchange for clemency, but
Sima Qian didn’t have that kind of
wealth, not to mention that neither friend
nor relative came forward to help.

Ican’t die...I
can’t die!




