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Chinese silverware dates back to the Sth to
the 3rd century BC, when many of China’s
unearthed silver accessories were produced,
such as: the gilded silver buckle inlaid with
jade and glaze found in Huixian County,
Henan Province; the ape-shaped silver
ornament unearthed in Qufu, Shandong
Province; the nine pieces of silver accessories
in a Hun (ancient Chinese nomadic people)
tomb in Inner Mongolia; the silver tiger,
deer and hoops in Shaanxi Province; and
the more than 100 pieces of silverware in
the tomb of Liu Xiang (?-179 BC, king of
the State of Qi during the Western Han
Dynasty). Among the silverware found in Liu
Xiang's tomb were an engraved gold-plated
silver plate and a small design-gilded silver
plate produced in 214 BC. All of these serve
as a testament to the superb silver-crafting

skills during those times.

During the heyday of China’s silver-crafting
(7th-9th centuries), silverware was produced
in large quantities with a wide diversity,
and was widely distributed. It also featured
exquisite and highly skilled designs.

Gold crown,
Warring States Period:
Inner Mongolia

Gilded bronze kettle carved
with a coiled dragon design,
Han Dynasty

Gold four-dragon bracelet,
Tang Dynasty:
Tang tomb in Xianyang



Imperial Maids with Hairpins, Tang Dynasty

From the [0th to the I4th century, silverware production became
commercialized and the skills of casting, carving, engraving and
welding were improved. Silver accessories, which earlier could
only be used by royal and noble families and rich merchants,
began to spread among the common people. They featured a
wider variety and more lively designs. The designs covered the
following themes: flowers, birds, fishes and insects; pavilions,
chambers and towers; plants and other auspicious designs; and

even lines of poetry.

The period from the 14th to the 20th century witnessed an
unprecedented development in Chinese metal work. The gold
and silver accessories and vessels became more diversified and
luxurious. From 1426 to 1436, the Casting Bureau instituted a
regulation that all regional craftsmen must work for the royal
court for three months in the capital city, which greatly spurred

the development of metal craft.

u()«r;LO w'}ﬂ {}'2}}% d N



Duringthis period, with the rapid development
of metal craft, silverware workshops sprang up
as a non-governmental industry. A great deal
of small silverware of practical and aesthetic
value emerged, such as silver cigarette cases,
pipes, snuff bottles, rouge cases and incense
burners, as the skills of polishing, engraving

and carving achieved maturity.

Tibetan silver accessories:
Yushu, Qinghai Province

From the 17th to the I19th century, enamel
silverware production thrived. And the
first half of the 20th century saw the rapid
development and large-scale production

of folk silver accessories.

Tibetan women’s accessories:
Yushu, Qinghai Province



Miao hat ornaments: Guizhou

Miao silver lock: Leishan, Guizhou

Miao silver necklace: Leishan, Guizhou

Tibetan waist ornaments: Yushu, Qinghai
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Miao silver accessories: Leishan, Guizhou



HEADWEAR
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Gilded silver headwear with endless
knots and vines and coral, Mongolian style,
late Qing Dynasty

it

dless Knot

The “Endless Knot” is one of the eight Buddhist treasures
(the other seven being: Wheel, Conch Shell, Parasol,
Victory Banner, Lotus, Treasure Vase, and Pair of Gold
Fish). The Knot is a long twisted rope, which symbolizes
endless Buddhist blessings. It is-widely used as an
auspicious symbol on windows, balustrades, buttons,

hairpins, etc.
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The design of “Winding Vine,” also called “Winding Grass”
or “Longevity Vine”, dates back to the early 3rd century
and has been popular ever since. This pattern features
curving vines with flowers, buds, leaves and fruits on them,
representing different growth periods of plants; therefore,
the pattern is used to symbolize endless life or posterity.

Gilded silver crown (profile)




Coiled vine-design silver crown inlaid with coral,
Mongolian style, Republic of China



Detail of a silver crown
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