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Foreword

Whenever China is brought up, people often think of its long-
standing history and brilliant culture including the Great Wall, the
Terracotta Warriors, the Forbidden City, along with other famous
cultural and natural landscapes and ancient treasures coming to
mind.

Since adoption of reform and opening-up in 1978, China’s
economy has maintained steady rapid development. accompanied
by remarkable social changes. People have begun to pay increasing
attention not only to its ancient civilization, but to China’s vibrant
present and future.

Since 1992, every year we have published the China yearbook,
to give a general overview on the country, and provide readers with
up-to-date information on China’s current conditions and changes,
in terms of politics, economy, culture, etc.

China 2008 is a primer to help foreign readers acquire a better
understanding of China, including extensive updates on the
country’s development and changes since 2007, while maintaining
certain basic historical facts and general information. It offers
the latest facts and figures on every facet of China, including
its international contacts, cultural exchanges, economic growth,
environmental protection, developments in science and technology,
social progress, and improvement of people’s livelihood, with the
aim of assisting readers toward a wider and deeper knowledge of
China.

We hope you will find this book useful.
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