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Opening Address

H.I.H. Princess Kikuko Takamatsu

It gives me much pleasure to be present at the opening meeting of the Interna-
tional Symposium on Virology and Immunology of Human Tumors, to greet all
the participants, and especially to extend my cordial welcome to those who have come
| from abroad to complete the international list of active workers on the subject.

Ever since I lost my mother through cancer many years ago, it has been my
earnest desire to do something toward the conquest of this dread disease. This
desire led me to the idea of forming a Fund which may be useful for the promotion
of cancer research. Through the co-operation and assistance of my many friends,
this objective has been realized recently in the form of the Fund for Cancer Re-
search which bears my name.

It is my strong conviction that, at the present time, our fight against cancer can
hope for the best ultimate result by promoting scieatific research, and' the Board.of
Directors of the Fund has decided the current activities of the Fund on three major
lines, that is, to give grants-in-aid of research, to award prizes in recognition of
meritorious research accomplishments, and to hold international symposia for dis-
cussing problems of importance in cancer research.

The present Symposium on Virology and Immunology of Human ‘Tumors was
planned as the first venture of the Fund in this direction. I am told that this is
the first meeting of the World’s most active experts on Burkitt’s lymphoma and cer-
tain nasopharyngeal carcinoma, both of which seem to be associated with specific
viruses. These two virus-associated tumors are being most intensively investigated
at the present time, and, pending the final conclusion, it seems very profitable for
investigaters to get together and compare their data and exchange their opinions.
My scientific advisers suggested the subject as most appropriate and timely for the
First International Symposium of our Fund, and I have the pleasure of acting upon
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XiV OPENING ADDRESS

their suggestion. In this connection, I have to thank members cf the Organizing
Committee for making all the necessary arrangements for the Symposium.

Here are ‘my best wishes for the success of the Symposium. May your discus-
sions be fruitful and be productive of better understanding of the complex problems
in tumor virology and immunology.

Dr. Waro Nakahara

In appreciation of the gracious words of Your Imperial Highness, I wish to say
that all the participants in the Symposium will make the best use of this opportunity
for the elucidation of the problems in virology and immunology of human tumors.
Burkitt’s lymphoma and nasopharyngeal carcinoma, and EB virus associated with
these diseases will form fit subjects to serve as entering wedges. If I may be allowed
to use the terminology of baseball game, I feel certain that there will be a few hits
at least, even if we do not make a homerun.

Dr. Klein, may I asky you to represent the participants from abroad and say
a few words in answer to Her Imperial Highness?

Dr. George Klein

Our Imperial Highness, Prof. Nakahara, Members of the committee, in the
name of all participats, I should like to express our deep thanks to you for having
organized this Symposium and for having invited us. This is the first international
symposium on human tumor immunology and virology. It will show the results
of international collaborations and will no doubt initiate new international col-
laborations. i

The other evening, in my hotel room, I read a small book, called: * The
teachings of Buddha . 1found that there were 3 precepts to remember if one wished
to follow the road from Delusion to Enlightenment : the use of right practices, the
concentration of mind and the attainment of wisdom.

The use of right practices must mean, in our terminology, the use of right
materials and methods. Important materials in human cancer are distributed ‘in
very different ways in different parts of the world. One function of international
collaboration is to allow scientists in different countries to cooperate in securing the
tumor and serum materials important for their study. The Japan-Taiwan collabora-
tive study is an important example that will be discussed at this symposium ; to-
gether with others. ‘

Another fact is that methodology applied in differént laboratories is very
different. By collaborating across national boundaries, scientists can work together
in a way where each laboratory does what it is best qualified to do. This is
much better than competing, as otherwise often is the case. ,

Concentration of mind is also much easier, very often, in international collabora-
tion. We are all entangled with our academic organizations and institutions and
sometimes, on the national level, we tend to think more of the organizational
problems than about the scientific problem. In international collaboration this
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tends to disappear, our mind becomes disentangled from the trivial and concentrates
on the important. Many examples of this will appear at this symposium.

The third precept—the attainment of wisdom-will certainly not happen this
week, but some steps will be made, some issues will be clarified, new international
collaborations will be started, and all this will help to conquer human cancer. It
will also promote international friendship and understanding, so important for
human development and peace.

Japanese cancer research has great traditions, ever since Yamagiwa and Ichi-
kawa discovered the first experimentally induced cancer. Since then, Japan has
been one of the great powers of cancer research. This symposium is entirely in line
with that great traditions, for which we would like to express our profound admira-
tion to you.

Dr. Waro Nakahara

Thank you Dr. Klein. With the kind permission of Your Imperial Highness,
Ladies and Gentlemen, I now declare open the First International Symposium of
the. Princess Takamatsu Cancer Research Fund. Let the scientific sessions start,
first under the co-chairmanship of Dr. Rausher and Dr. Ito.
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