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Family Planning

A
Learning Objectives

1. Increase the awareness of birth control issues and population problems
2. Build up vocabularies on population and learn to express viewpoints

3. Learn about these issues from different perspectives

(PQA [ The One-child Policy

Warm-up Activity

Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.
Questions : What is China’s One-Child Policy? Why did China carry out One-Child
Policy ? Was population control necessary? Is it still necessary ?




New Perspectives— Broadcast News English

Listening — The One-Child Policy

“Words and Expressions

runaway : adj. out of control ¥6HMIHY, BET-HY; MR, () REKK

run-away : #. a person who has run away k& ,SkT-E&

farsighted( = farseeing): adj. able to see the future effects of present actions
A3 WL, A 5 I 2Z B Y 5 BRRZE R Y

sanction:n. 1) permission, approval or acceptance TAR] , 4 ; B, S FF
2) a formal action or punishment ordered when a law or rule is broken(usu. in
plural form) [ FRi1EL; (BRI AR 3OME B9 ) 2 57)

brutality : n. the quality or state of being brutal FF 2%, 3R Z s 18 ; Bf7

far-reaching: adj. having a wide influence or effect HEITHI ;| ¥Z K

bode:v. to be a sign of; foretell FiiJK, fi/m

envision: v. imagine 285 , B

Listen to the following report and fill in the blanks.

China finally introduced the One-Child Policy in 1979 in an attempt to control its
. This was a of original policy of

, and a realization that the customs of past centuries would have to change. The
many social problems the Nation now faces would have been much worse if not for
this .

The rule is flexible and is by regional
administrators. It is almost always restricted to ethnic Han Chinese living in urban

areas; are not subject to the law. In spite of this, the
policy is credited with the reduction of the population by as much as
over the past 25 years. Officially, the sanction for this policy is fine,

but some local officials have reacted with brutality and worse against offenders.
While necessary, the policy is not without its . Abortion and abandonment
have been known to occur to female infants. A traditional preference of boys has led to

disdain for female infants and this has upset the natural balance of male-female

2



Unit1 Family Planning

children, resulting in a ratio of for . Sociologists

warn that large numbers of young men without the calming influence of wife and
family may present a threat to future social stability.
Growing up as a (an)” "has also had far-reaching (and unforeseen)
. Without brothers and sisters, a single child becomes the focus of his parents’
life, is spoiled, and never learns to wait, to share, or to compromise. A society of
adults with these traits does not bode well for the socialist socicty the
revolution envisioned in the future. Yet with the array of problems facing China, it
seems difficult to a (an) to bring China’s people into prosperity
and happiness.

Viewing and Discussion

Watch the video clip of a Chinese TV sketch. And then discuss in groups of
four the following questions.

1) Behind the sarcastic tone of the TV sketch and the funny performance of thé actors,
what can you tell from it?

2) Is this phenomenon still existing in China?

3) Why do so many couples in China prefer a boy to a girl?

4) Are you the only child in your family? If you are the one, do you know what
incentive policy your parents have had?

S) Are there any exceptions to the policy ?

Role -play

Perform class role-plays. A husband and wife discuss the desire of having a
second child and the complications it would bring to their life. Should they
emigrate to other countries? Should they pay the fine and buy a bigger
apartment? Or should they settle on maintaining their lifestyle with their only
child?



New Perspectives— Broadcast News English

(PQA 00 The Social Consequences of the Policy

Listening — News Item 1 New Chinese Census

"Words and Expressions

fetus (foetus):n. a young creature inside the mother, esp. at a later stage when all
its parts have been developed for use at birth /iy )L

ultrasound : ». ultrasonic sound # ; HBHE I

abort:v. 1) to undergo abortion; miscarry 2) to end a pregnancy FEJf

proportion : . a part or share (as measured in amount and comparéd with the whole)
He B, L

urbanization : n. the state of having or belonging to towns or cities and their ways of
living and behaviors, esp. when originally of or from the country 3% #ifk

skew :adj. not straight; sloping or twisted &, ERLH

Activity 2.1.1 Listen to the news lead and fill in the blanks

China’ s nationwide census data have been released, showing the population has
grown by more than 11 percent in the last decade. The census also shows China has a

and between the . The latest census
results reveal that China’s population has grown to almost , or by more
than since 1990, the last time a countrywide census was taken.

Activity 2.1.2  Listen for details

1. Which side-effect of China’s birth control policy is not mentioned in the news?
a. Growing imbalance between sexes.
b. Growing proportion of elderly Chinese.

¢. Growing urbanization.
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d. Child kidnapping.
2. According to the report, why do many Chinese people, especially those in the
countryside, favor boys?
a. Because boys traditionally take care of the family farm and aging parents.
b. Because girls are not strong enough to do farm work.
c. Because in the countryside families with boys can get land allocation from the
government.
d. Because boys live with the parents after they get married.
3. According to the report, which of the following statements is correct? .
a. The number of Chinese over age 65 has grown by almost 15 percent since 1990.
b. The number of Chinese over age 65 has grown by almost 1.5 percent since 1990.
¢. The number of Chinese over age 60 has grown by almost 1.5 percent since 1990.
d. The number of Chinese over age 65 has grown by almost 15 percent since 1990.
4. According to the report, which of the following statements is correct?
a. There are some 400 million people living in cities, an increase of almost 10 percent
since 1990.
b. There are some 450 million people living in cities, an increase of almost 15 percent

since 1990.

¢. There are some 450 million people living in cities, an increase of almost 10 percent
since 1990.

d. There are some 400 million people living in cities, an increase of almost 15 percent
since 1990.

Activity 2.1.3 Post-listening question

In your opinion, what are the possible reasons that cause gender imbalance?

Think of more causes, and write them down on the space below.

A. Some couples perform ultrasound tests to determine the sex of their fetus, and abort
it if it is a grl.

B.

C.

D.




New Perspectives— Broadcast News English

E.

Discussion

Divide the class into groups of four and then discuss the advantages and
drawbacks of the One-Child Policy. Write down the key points on the space
below.

Advantages :

1.

2.

3.

4,

Drawbacks ;

1.

2
3.
4.
5

i - Debate

Arrange the class into groups of four. Two of you are in favor of population
control and the other two disagree by citing the problems created, particularly
the discrimination against females. A spokesperson from each should outline
their group ’s beliefs. Then choose the best two groups to engage in a debate.

Pad 000 Little Emperors Syndrome

Introduction: One of the big social consequences of the One-Child Policy is.the
so-called “Little Emperors Syndrome” . Single children are raised differently from those

in multi-child families. They are more “spoiled” because they are more cherished, and

~b-
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there is no one they need to share their parents’ affections with. As a result, they
tend to become more self-centered, less able to focus on the needs of a group . This
resuits in them being more demanding of their mates, and less considerate of their

peers.

Pre-reading

Read the following short passage and study the words in bold.

If you restrict families to just one child as China has, more or less, since 1980—
you’re going to get a lot of spoiled kids. This is the problem many Chinese parents are
facing. To see these Little Emperors in action, step inside the Shanghai branch of the
China Children’s Welfare Institute, better known as the Children’s Palace. On any
given afternoon, parents are out in force, fawning upon their immaculately dressed sons
and daughters as they prepare for extracurricular classes in English, computer studies
and performing arts. Though many of these precocious kids can recite the English
alphabet or read newspapers in traditional Chinese characters by the time they 're 10,
their parents often still perform basic tasks for them: fixing their hair, tying their shoes,
wiping their bottoms. -

The world these kids inhabit is a far cry from that of their parents. The earlier
hardships are scarcely fathomable to today’s TV-watching, French-fry chomping
young. Having been denied education and material goods as children, many adults
wildly overcompensate in doting on their kids. “Parents have a hard time saying no,”
says Xia Ming, who teaches environmental studies at the Children’s Palace. “ They
had nothing, so the kids are their only hope.”
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. Group Discussion

“Words and Expressions

spoil ; v. to cause become of no use or value; ruin FEIR R s Rk
fawn upon :to try to gain the favor of ( someone) by overpraising and being
insincerely attentive = 2K , 5/ #f
extracurricular :adj. outside of regular course of working a school or college #HAE LA
Gh AR
precocious: adj. { of a young person) showing unusually early development of mind
or body £ & i1 HH
far cry from:the state of being quite different from Fil:- -+ AHEEFLIT ; Hl--- -+ KAH
RRE
fathomable : adj. understandable 7] FEfi# Y
chomp: v. to bite (food, etc.) nosily A7 il 2
French-fry chomping young: Wz 0 + 2 &HIFRA
Divide the class into groups of four and discuss the following questions, trying
to use the above-listed words and expressions.
1) Is “Little Emperors Syndrome” the direct result of One-Child Policy? Why or why
not?
2) In what ways do you think the parents or the relatives spoil the single children?
3) There is an old English proverb: “ Spare the rod, spoil the child ( EF AT AL
#%).” To what extent do you agree with it?
4) Nowadays, the parents send their kids to different extracurricular classes at their

very early ages. What are your opinions of this?




