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The Urban Book Series is a resource for urban studies and geography research
worldwide. It provides a unique and innovative resource for the latest developments
in the field, nurturing a comprehensive and encompassing publication venue for
urban studies, urban geography, planning and regional development.

The series publishes peer-reviewed volumes related to urbanization, sustainabil-
ity,urban environments, sustainable urbanism, governance, globalization, urban and
sustainable development, spatial and area studies, urban management, urban
infrastructure, urban dynamics, green cities and urban landscapes. It also invites
research which documents urbanization processes and urban dynamics on a
national, regional and local level, welcoming case studies, as well as comparative
and applied research.

The series will appeal to urbanists, geographers, planners, engineers, architects,
policy makers, and to all of those interested in a wide-ranging overview of
contemporary urban studies and innovations in the field. It accepts monographs,
edited volumes and textbooks.
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Introduction

Overview

Our planet is becoming a planet of cities as the share of global urban population has
increased from 15 % to more than 50 % in the last century (Fazal 2013). Urban
population around the world has grown 1.6 times more than rural population since
1950, driven both by migration from the countryside and by natural growth. The
trend shows that urbanization process has now spread predominantly among rural
developing countries (UNFPA 1996). The cities of developing countries will
account for most of the urban growth while urban population in developed would
remain more or less stagnant (Figs. 1, 2 and 3).

Rapid growth of urban population in Asian countries during a few decades in the
second half of the last century has led to the speculation of urban explosion in the
region. At the same time, the urbanization level has almost stabilized in developed
countries. Researchers have indicated that the cities of developing countries will
account for nearly 95 % of this growth. Asian countries will account for 55 %
of the world’s urban population.

Among the populous Asian countries, India and China alone will account for
more than 64 % of the overall growth of urban populations in Asia and a 42 % share
of global urban population growth from 2005 to 2025 (Sankhe et al. 2011) (Fig. 4).
China, the most populous country of the world, will also have the world’s largest
urban population at triple the size of that of the United States; India, the second
most populous country, also have an urban population double that of the United
States (ibid.). In 2011, there were three 10 million plus cities in India, while in
1950 while there was none in 1950. This fact ensures an ‘unprecedented urban
growth’ in India. Over the years there has been continuous concentration of pop-
ulation in class I towns. India shares most characteristic features of urbanization
with the developing countries due to its large demographic weight and dynamics of
urbanization during the last three decades, where the population increased from
161.6 million in 1981 to 388.3 million in 2011.

XV
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Fig. 1 Distribution of World Urban Population, 1950. Source Based on United Nations,
Department of Economics and Social Affairs, Population Division
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Fig. 2 Distribution of World Urban Population, 2011. Source Based on United Nations,
Department of Economics and Social Affairs, Population Division
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World Urban Population, 2050 (Projected by UN) N
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Fig. 3 Distribution of Projected World Urban Population, 2050. Source Based on United Nations,
Department of Economics and Social Affairs, Population Division

Fig. 4 Global urban population growth. Source United Nations; McKinsey Global Institute
analysis
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The process of urbanization has traditionally been understood as a natural
byproduct of economic development. Urbanization takes a variety of forms. It used
to be confined chiefly to a gradual expansion of cities. Improved transportation has
altered the pattern to include rapid urbanization of land along arterial highways,
encirclement of agricultural land, and an uneven diffusion of the urban uses over the
countryside. This urbanization process in India is marked by increases in population
and expanding of urban bodies by engulfing into their territory (Singh 2002). The
spilling over of population from the city into the peripheral areas has been occurring
quite rapidly since 1980s in almost all large cities in India (Shaw 2005). This
process has resulted also in the emergence of Urban Fringe (UF) which is con-
ceptualized as zone of transition in land use, social and demographic characteristics
between continuously built-up urban areas and rural hinterland.

Background of the Study

The present study is undertaken on a relatively smaller city as they have not been
given sufficient attention—both in terms of their needs for services and facilities,
such as piped water supplies, provision for services and facilities and for measures
to strengthen the basis for their livelihood. Urban fringe is considered as a transi-
tional zone between built-up urban areas and rural hinterland. Urban fringe is found
to be neither under the control of urban authorities nor under the control of rural
authorities (Adu-Ampong et al. 2008).

Although Aligarh is a relatively small city, compared to the other cities for
which literature is available (most of them are for metropolitan cities) it is also a fast
growing city in India. The issues examined here are certainly not limited to Aligarh
city and many of the features can be traced for other cities as well. Like many other
cities in north India, Aligarh is expanding fast, moreover, it is surrounded by a
populous rural area with productive and rich agricultural hinterland. Such condi-
tions give rise to many conflicts between rural and urban economies, values and
people. However, they can also generate mutually beneficial complementarities in
the rural and urban spheres. The net outcome is highly selective for different groups
and different locations.

The study of livelihood transformation in urban fringe is relevant for under-
standing the changes occurred in the urban fringe of Aligarh city over last two to
three decades. It is important to understand the adaption by households in the
changing economic-, social- and cultural environment of the urban fringe areas due
to urbanization processes. The livelihood approach is not just a response to mod-
ernization perspectives, but it is also for analyzing the developmental process
operating in the urban fringe since 1980s.

The expansion of the city strongly influences the villages in terms of land use
and population, both physically and in a socio-economic sense. Its influence
stretches far beyond the immediately adjacent area. This study concentrates on the
livelihood of the villagers who have lived there for generations as well on that of the
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migrants residing in the villages. Livelihood according to the Oxford English
Dictionary refers to a ‘manner of life’ but also to ‘the various means of mainte-
nance’; it suggests that it is a method to acquire food, income, property or inherit
resources. Thus this study considers livelihood as all the activities forming the
means of generating a living; the notion of livelihood is narrowed down here to
reflect social and economic household variables (during the course of sample
survey one respondent used the term Grahasthi); of these, especially the occupa-
tional characteristics are studied thoroughly.

A fundamental characteristic of urban fringe livelihood in contemporary
developing economies like India is their ability to adapt in order to survive. Thus
the definition of livelihood also includes change over time and adaptation to
evolving circumstances. The livelihood therefore is an ongoing process in which
the elements do not remain static but varies from one season or from one year to the
next. The assets can be built up, eroded or instantaneously destroyed as available
activities and access to resource and opportunities may fluctuate seasonally and
across the year.

With modernization and transformation of economic activities, the traditionally
dominant agricultural activities are under increasing pressure, although new pos-
sibilities are emerging for market-oriented agriculture. There are great differences in
access to resources and opportunities among villagers, leading to interesting new
patterns of livelihood. For non-agricultural occupations, the villagers’ options are
enhanced by their proximity to the expanding city. Land use and occupational
trends are highly interrelated. For example, Brookfield et al. (1991) found that in
Kuala Lumpur’s fringe there was migration of working population and the land
acquires an aspect of neglect. Other sources emphasize the stimulating effects on
agriculture (e.g. Mulay and Ray 1973; Hill 1986). This inspired us to investigate to
what extent the transformation of agriculture in urban fringe has taken place.
A number of other consequences of urbanization—namely the pace and direction of
city expansion, land markets and environmental concerns—are also treated in this
study.

In order to study the socio-economic impact, this work has used a more concrete
operationalization in the view of the manifestation of urbanization at micro level.
Some indications of its scope were derived from the various descriptions in the
literature (e.g. Ramachandran 1989; McGee 1991; Nangia 1976 & Thakur 1991).
But exploratory fieldwork was needed to find leads to relevant aspects of urban-
ization at the village level in the study area. For the villages near Aligarh city, it was
necessary to translate terms with a profoundly ‘Western’ bias into their
Hindi-equivalent. Nagarikaran (literally means urban development) proved to be
the most appropriate term to explain the purpose of the study during the interviews,
as it evoked references to the changes in the lives of households and their villages
as a result of urbanization.
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The following aspects are supposed to be directly or indirectly caused by
urbanization: land use changes in favour of urban types of land use, value addition
to the products, diversification in their economic activities, location of urban-related
activities in or near the village; better access from the village to the urban areas and
vice versa; and expansion of urban types of amenities and infrastructure. All these
processes have far-reaching consequences for the livelihood of the urban fringe
population, as they lead to a diversification of sources of income among the vil-
lagers, to different uses of the agricultural land, and to change in living conditions.
A period of about 30 years, approximately one generation, was chosen as the time
frame for two reasons.

e First, there are some relevant secondary sources that provide insight into local
history and the situation in the 1980s.

e Second, this time span corresponds with the period of reliable ‘recall” by most
respondents and is manageable for the researcher.

The selected area encompasses a wide range of villages: from places that have
remained relatively rural, deriving an income mainly from agriculture, to villages
that have been entirely enveloped by urbanization. The distance from city, land use
pattern and the transformation of the occupational structure are the most important
criteria for clustering and selecting villages for further study. A basic household
survey was conducted to describe the situation in 44 villages (Fig. 5).

Objectives

The present work on immediate urban centre has two main objectives. The first is to
provide a better understanding of how urban force acts to shape or mould the urban
fringe of Aligarh city over time, and their impact on economic activities and social
development.

e General objectives
To evaluate the features of livelihoods and their transitions in the urban fringe of
Aligarh city.

e Specific objectives

— To identify the changes in livelihood activities and modified livelihood
option.
— To find the impact of city proximity on

Social environment in the urban fringe

Economic environment in the urban fringe

Status of infrastructural facilities in the urban fringe
Physical environment in the urban fringe



