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Preparatory Unit One Sounds

Section A The Sounds of English

The ability to recognize individual sounds that people utter is the basis for

understanding spoken English. This part focuses on the sounds of English.

The sounds of English are mainly divided into three groups.

Group 1 Consonant Sounds

Look at the list of words below. The underlined part in each word

represents a consonant sound.

Listen

1. pen /p/

2. bad /b/

3. ten /t/

4. day /d/

5 key /k/

6. get / g/

7. cheap /tf/
8. jump /d3/

Group 2 Vowel Sounds

9. fall

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Look at the list of words

represents a vowel sound.

Listen

1. see /1i:/

2. it

/1/

very
thin
they
SO
200

she

/ £/
/v /
/ 6/
/ 8/
/s/
/z/
/17

pleasure / 3/

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

hot
my
no
let
red
yes

wet

/h/
/m/
/n/
/n/
/1/
/r/
/37
/w/

below. The underlined part in each word

5. arm /[ a:/

6. got

/ o/

9. soon / u:/
10. cup /a/
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3. bed /e/ 7. saw /[ o/ 11. learn /a2 /
4. man /&= / 8. put /u/ 12. about /a/

Group 3 Diphthongs
Look at the list of words below. The underlined part in each word

represents a diphthong.

Listen

1. page /e/ 4. now /av/ 7. there /ea/
2. home /au/ 5. boy /oa/ 8 tour /uws/
3. five Jar/ 6. here /w/

Section B Exercises for the Sounds of English

Exercise 1
You will hear 10 pairs of words containing. If the two words in each pair
are the same, put a tick (/). If the words are different, put a cross (X).
Example: If you hear safe/save, put X;
If you hear safe/safe, put /.

Listen

1. 3. 5. 7. 9.
2. 4. 6. 8. 10.
Exercise 2

You will hear 10 pairs of words. If the two words in each pair are the

same, put a tick(~/) in the space. If the words are different, put a cross(X).

Listen

1. 3. 5. 7. 9.
2. 4. 6. 8. 10.
Exercise 3

Look at the pairs of words below. Only one sound is different in each pair.
(Phonetic symbols of the sounds that are different are given in brackets after the
words. ) After each pair or words,one of the words is said again. When you hear

that word, underline the correct word. The first one is done as an example.



Example: pie/buy (p/b)

Listen

1. put/foot (p/D 11.
2. boat/vote (b/v) 12.
3. fan/van /v 13.
4. town/down (t/d) 14.
5. tin/thin /0 15.
6. day/they (d/® 16.
7. teeth/teethe (6/8) 17.
8. could/good (k/g) 18.
9. price/prize- (s/z) 19.
10. see/she s/ 20.
Exercise 4

Only one word is said from each of the following pairs of words. Underline the

word that you hear.

Listen

1.

pat/bat

2. ten/den
3.
4. beat/bit

sue/zoo

Exercise 5

Read the following pairs of sentences. One sentence will be read out only

© N oo
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match/march
few/view
came/game
rich/ridge

cheap/jeep
leave/live
bill/bell
men/man
hat/heart
pot/port
far/four
hot/hut
cup/cap
walk/work

9. bed/bad

(tf/d3)
(/D

(1/e)

(e/=)

(/a)
(o/ 2
(a:/a0)
(o/ A)
(a/ =)
(ar/31)

10. lock/luck

once from each pair of sentences. Tick the sentence that you hear.

Listen

1.

o T

o ™

o ®

She is living with her brother.
She is leaving with her brother.
His cup was very dirty.

His cap was very dirty.

Has the boss arrived yet?

Has the bus arrived yet?

He hit the ball in the garden.
He hid the ball in the garden.
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5. a What do you think of the prices?
b What do you think of the prizes?

Exercise 6
For the following groups of exercises, tick the words you recognize in the

sentences you hear.

Listen

Group A

1. a. pin b. pen 4. a. sit b. set

2. a. pig b. peg 5. a. Jinny b. Jenny
3. a. tins b. tens 6. a. picked b. pecked
Group B

1. a. sheep b. ship 4. a. cheap b. chip
2. a. bean b. bin 5. a. heel b. hill

3. a. cheeks b. chicks 6. a. peel b. pill
Group C

1. a. hat b. hut c. heart 4. a. bun b. barn
2. a. cat b. cut c. cart 5. a. come b. calm
3. a. cap b. cup c. carp 6. a. Patty’s b. parties
Group D

1. a. pen b. pan 4. a. gem b. jam
2. a. men b. man 5. a. pet b. pat

3. a. said b. sad 6. a. bed b. bad
Group E

1. a. cap b. cup 4. a. mad b. mud
2. a. hat b. hut 5. a. hang b. hung

3. a. bag b. bug 6. a. ran b. run
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Group F
1. a. cat b. cot 4. a. Tammy b. Tommy
2. a. sack b. sock 5. a. baddie b. body
3. a. tap b. top 6. a. black b. block
Group G
1. a. spots b. sports
2. a. pots b. ports
3. a. cod b. cord
4. a. shot b. short
5. a. Rod b. roared
6. a. what a b. water
Group H
1. a. cock b. cook
2. a. lock b. look
3. a. god b. good
4. a. cod b. could
5. a. Poss b. Puss
6. a. Brockhurst b. Brookhurst
Group 1
1. a. look b. Luke
2. a. full b. fool
3. a. pull b. pool
4. a. fullish b. foolish
Group J
1. a. bed b. bud c. bird
2. a. Ben b. buns c. burns
3. a. ward b. word
4. a. walk b. work
5. a. short b. shirt
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6. a. or

Group K

1. a. pen
2. a. shed
3. a. pepper

Group L
1. a. cart
2. a. darning

3. a. star

Group M

1. a. corn

2. a. bawling
3. a. all

Group N
a. car
. grass
. bra
. ha
. ah

. tarn

S YR W N e
Do o o o

Group O
a. cork
a. fern
a. or

. ball

a. burn

S 9w e
55

a. walk

b. er

b. pain
b. shade
b. paper

b. kite
b. dining
b. sty

b. coin
boiling

IS

. oil

cow
grouse
brow
how

ow!

T TToT

town

coke
phone
Oh!
bowl

bone

FE T T

work

4. a. let
5. a. letter

6. a. get

4. a. laugh
5. a. hard
6. a. Pa

5. a. bore

6. a. all

c. woke

. late
. later

. gate

. life
. hide
. pie

. ot
. boy

. oil



Group P

1. ‘a. bee
2. a. tea

3. a. bead
4. a. pea
5. a. E’s
6. a. Dee
Group Q

1. a. cheers
2. a. beer
3. a. pier
4. a. here
5. a. dear
6. a. clear
Group R

1. a. bus
2. a. sip

3. a. price
Group S

1. a. Sue’s
2. a. ass

3. a. puss
4. a. sack
5. a. seats
6. a. save
Group T

1. a. shop
2. a. sherry

3. a. washing

SR

T T T v T

ISEEC R

T T T T T

beer
tear
beard
pier
ears

dear

chairs
bear
pear
hair
Dare
Claire

. buzz

zip

. prize

shoes
ash
push
shack
sheets

shave

chop
cherry

watching

Preparatory Unit One Sounds

4. a. pence
5. a. police
6. a. Sackville

b. pens
b. please
b. Zackville
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4. a. ships b. chips
5. a. shin b. chin
6. a. shoes b. choose
Group U
1. a. choking b. joking
2. a. larch b. large
3. a. cheap b. jeep
4. a. chain b. Jane
5. a. chilly b. Jilly
6. a. cheered b. jeered
Group V
1. a. pin b. fin
2. a. peel b. feel
3. a. snipping  b. sniffing
4. a. heel b. feel
5. a. hat b. fat
6. a. pole b. hole c. foal
Exercise 7

You will hear some words. Each word is said only once. Write the words

that you hear. Check your spelling carefully.

Listen

1. 15.
2. 9. 16.
3. 10. 17.
4, 11. 18.
5. 12. 19.
6. 13. 20.
7. 14.



Preparatory Unit One Sounds

Section C  Some Sounds at the End of Words

Listen
A. Words ending with the sound /s/, /z/, or /iz/

/s/ /z/ /1z/
books dogs glasses
stops sees loses
Frank’s Bob’s George’s

B. Words ending with the sound /t/, /d/, or /id/

/t/ /d/ /1d/
looked stored started
stopped showed added
touched robbed

C. Other words ending with the sound /d/, /t/, or /1d/

/d/ /t/ /1d/
played brushed waited
cleaned laughed painted
snowed pushed shouted
closed watched wanted
filled danced landed
studied walked departed

Exercise 1

The following 10 words are in mixed order. After you have listened write
the words in the correct groups below according to the way the letters “~s” or

“-es” are pronounced at the end of each word.

Group A Group B Group C
/s/ /z/ /1z/
lives
watches
beds

eats
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says
coughs
kicks
bridges
boys
dishes

Exercise 2
The following 10 words are in mixed order. After you have listened write
the words in the correct groups below according to the way the letters“ed”are

pronounced at the end of each word.

Group A Group B Group C
/t/ /d/ /1d/
wanted
worked
pushed
closed
kissed
opened
climbed
demanded
played
hired

Section D Conversations for Repetition

Conversation 1 I Love You
Russ: Honey, why are you so sad? -
(Janet says nothing)
Russ: Honey, why are you so unhappy? I don’t understand.
Janet: You don’t love me, Russ!
Russ: But honey, I love you very much.

Janet: That’s untrue. You love my cousin, Sunny. You think she’s lovely
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and I’m ugly.

Russ: Janet, just once last month T took Sunny out for lunch. You mustn’t
worry. 1 like your company much better than Sunny’s.

Janet; Oh, shut up, Russ.

Russ: But, honey, I think you’re wonderful. You mustn’t--«

Janet: Oh, SHUT UPI

Conversation 2 In a Restaurant

Peter; What would you like to eat, Edith?

Edith: A meat sandwich.

Peter: Jean? Would you like a meat sandwich or a cheese sandwich?

Jean: A cheese sandwich, please, Peter.

Waiter: Good evening.

Peter: Good evening. We’ll have one meat sandwich and two cheese sandwiches.
Edith: And three teas, please!

Waiter: ( writing down the order) One meat sandwich -+ two cheese

sandwiches -+ and *+ three teas.

Conversation 3 Sports Report from Channel 4
Announcer: This morning the Roarers football team arrived back from York.
Paul Short is our sports reporter, and he was at the airport.
Paul Short: Good morning. This is Paul Short. All the footballers are
walking towards me. Here’s George Ball, the goalkeeper. Good
morning, George.
George Ball: Good morning. Are you a reporter?
Paul Short; Yes. I’m from Channel 4. Please tell our audience about the football
match with York.
George Ball; Well, it was awful. We lost. And the score was four, forty-four. But
it wasn’t my fault.
Paul Short; Whose fault was it?
George Ball: The forwards.
Paul Short; The forwards?
George Ball: Yes. The forwards. They were always falling down or losing the ball.



