"EDITED BY P
PAN OS KOUTMKOS
AND AC\HILLES SKORDAS S

- -
gy L
-—.‘..‘
e 5
>
// -~ [
"’
>
+
s
/

The Law and Practice of




The Law and Practice of
Piracy at Sea

European and International Perspectives

Edited by
Panos Koutrakos and Achilles Skordas

“HART:
PUBLISHING

OXFORD AND PORTLAND, OREGON
2014



Published in the United Kingdom by Hart Publishing Ltd
16C Worcester Place, Oxford, OX1 2]JW
Telephone: +44 (0)1865 517530
Fax: +44 (0)1865 510710
E-mail: mail@hartpub.co.uk
Website: http://www.hartpub.co.uk

Published in North America (US and Canada) by
Hart Publishing
¢/o International Specialized Book Services
920 NE 58th Avenue, Suite 300
Portland, OR 97213-3786
USA
Tel: +1 503 287 3093 or toll-free: (1) 800 944 6190
Fax: +1 503 280 8832
E-mail: orders@isbs.com
Website: http://www.isbs.com

© The editors and contributors jointly and severally, 2014

The editors and contributors severally have asserted their right under the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988, to be identified as the authors of this work.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission of Hart Publishing, or
as expressly permitted by law or under the terms agreed with the appropriate reprographic rights
organisation, Enquiries concerning reproduction which may not be covered by the above should be

addressed to Hart Publishing Led at the address above.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data Available
ISBN: 978-1-84946-412-3

Typeset by Forewords, Oxon
Printed and bound in Great Britain by
CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CRO 4YY



THE LAW AND PRACTICE OF PIRACY AT SEA

This collection of essays provides a comprehensive assessment of the legal and policy
approaches to maritime counter-piracy adopted by the EU and other international
actors over the last few years. As the financial cost of Somali piracy for the maritime
industry and the world economy as a whole was estimated to have reached $18 billion
by 2010, the phenomenon of piracy at sea has steadily grown in significance and has
recently attracted the attention of international policy makers. Moreover, piracy is
intrinsically linked to state failure and other pathologies bred by it, such as organised
crime and terrorism.

This book adopts a holistic approach to the topic, examining approaches to piracy
as these emerge in different geographical areas, as well as tackling the central issues
which counter-piracy raises in terms of the most topical aspects of international law
(international humanitarian law and armed conflict, piracy and terrorism, use of force).
It also focuses on the approach of the EU, placing counter-piracy in its broader legal
context. Providing a detailed doctrinal exploration of the issues which counter-piracy
raises, it emphasises and draws upon the insights of the practice of counter-piracy by
bringing together academic lawyers and the legal advisers of the main actors in the
area (EU, US, NATO, UK).

The book raises fundamental questions about the law and practice of international
law: are the rules of the international law of the sea on piracy still relevant? To what
extent has the shared interest of international actors in tackling piracy given rise
to common practices? Do the interactions among the actors examined in the book
suggest fragmentation or unity of the international legal order? Is it premature to view
these interactions as signalling the gradual emergence of global law in the area? This
common analytical frame of reference is underlined by the concluding part, which
draws these threads together.

The book will be of interest to legal scholars, political scientists and international
relations theorists, as well as decision-makers and students of law, politics and inter-
national relations.
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