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Relationships within sentences are the links between ideas found in sentences. If the
relationship is explicit, then the writer has used a transitional word to tell you what the
link is. If the relationship is implicit, the connection between ideas is still there, but you
must figure out by yourself what the link is.

In analysis of the text, you must recognize how the different ideas are related to each
other. For instance, you have to think about:

® how words are related to form phrases and sentences

® how sentences are related to form paragraphs

® how paragraphs are related to form complete texts

® how patterns of content and language are related to shape the thought of a text as

a whole

The first case, grouping words to find meaning within sentences, involves the study
of English grammar. The remaining cases can be discussed in terms of a set of following
relationship categories : ‘

® elements in a series: a listing of similar items, often in a distinct order, whether

in terms of location, size, importance, etc.

® time order or chronological listing; a series of events in order of occurrence

® general/specific relationship: examples and generalizations

1
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® comparison and/or contrast; similarity and/or difference
® logical relationships: reason/conclusion, cause/effect, and conditional relationship
between factors
To figure out the relationships above often involves many aspects. Here we just
introduce the reader to three of the most frequently-used measures .
® reorganization of punctuations
® understanding reference

® recognizing logical connectors

&~ Example 1

Difierent punctuation marks may make the sentences diflerent in meaning. Look at the following
examples: :
1. A. So he didn’t pass the test.
B. So he didn’t pass the test?
C. So he didn’t pass the test!
2. A. The father, thinks his son, will win the match.
B. The father thinks his son will win the match.

> Questions
The sentences above are all made up of the same words but with different

punctuations. Is there any difference in meaning? And what are the differences?

»> Explanations
1. A. It states the fact that he didn’t pass the test.
B. It indicates his doubts about his failure to pass the test.
C. It shows his wonder and surprise at his failure in the test.
2. A. It indicates the son thinks that his father will win the match.
B

. It indicates the father thinks his son will win the match.

%2



Unit One Understanding the Relationships within Sentences ¢

&= Example 2

References appear when authors don’t want to repeat the same ideas that have already
been mentioned before. Understanding references correctly can help you follow the lead of

the author’s thoughts.

Look at the following example and think about what the italicised parts refer bo.

However, when a company has grown and (1) “their” refers to

prospered and people start to sell (1) their | (2) “others” refers to
shares to (2) others who want to buy (3) | (3) “them” refers to

them, a $1 share often costs more than $ | (4) “js” refers to

1. On the other hand, if a company is not (5) “their” refers to

doing very well, (4) its shares may sell (6) “it” refers to
for (5) their stated value — or very near
(6) it — and if (7) it is doing badly,
(8)its shares will sell for less than the
stated value.

(7) “it” refers to
(8) “its” refers to

> Explanations

(1) “their” here refers to “people’s”.

(2) “others” here refers to “other people”.

(3) “them” refers to “people’s shares” in the context.

(4) “its” here refers to “a company’s”.

(5) “their” here refers to “a company’s share’s” in the context.
(6) “it” refers to “their stated value”.

(7) “it” refers to “a company”.

(8) “its” here refers to “a company’s”.

€3
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& Example 3

Select the correct linking word or phrase from the two altematives given.

Logical connectors are used to join or connect ideas that have a particular

relationship., These relationships can be: sequential ( time), reason and purpose,

adversative ( opposition and/or unexpected result), condition. Here are some of the

logical connectors and their functions;

besides ; in addition to; and; nor; not only... but (also) ; neither... nor;

Addition
both... and
such as; like; for instance; for example (e. g. ); to illustrate; as an
Examples .
example ; especially
Clarification | that is (i.e. ); in other words
Similarity | like; as... as; the same ... as; similarly; in the same way; likewise
Alternatives | or; either... or; on the other hand; alternatively
in contrast to; instead of; unlike; different from; instead; on the other
Contrast/ . .
.. hand; while; not as...as; -er/more/less ... than; in contrast; on the
Opposition .
contrary
. despite; in spite of; regardless of; though; but; yet; whereas;
Concession PIe; P 3 TR ’ 813 3oyel ’
nevertheless
as a result; because of; in view of; on account of; due to; for; as long
Reason/ | as; because; since; now that; in view of the fact that; due to; so...
Result that; such ... that; therefore; hence; thus; consequently; for this
purpose; in order that/to
Time . . 1 .
Sequence after; during; before; up to; since; within; until; from; by; for
Logic first (of all) ; to start with; in the first place; to begin with; next; then;
Sequence | in the second place; secondly; finally; to conclude; lastly; in conclusion

4



Unit One  Understanding the Relationships within Sentences ¢

Reliability and Validity

Reliability and validity are key concepts in any form of enquiry. Reliability is a
measure of consistency. 1) Furthermore/For example, if a clock is sometimes fast and
sometimes slow, it is unreliable. If a questionnaire produces different results for the same
group of people each time it is used, then the questionnaire is unreliable.

Validity is a measure of truth. It is possible for a questionnaire to be highly reliable
yet invalid, like a clock which is always ten minutes slow. 2) In contrast/ In other words,
a clock which is always right provides a valid and reliable measure of time. Similarly, a
questionnaire which really measures what it claims to measure is a valid questionnaire.
We can assess how valid our questionnaire is by comparing its resulis with an independent
measure. 3) In addition/For instance, if we ask people how often they visit their local
theatre and then check the results against ticket sales, we will know how valid our
questionnaire is. 4) However/Because independent measures are themselves often
unreliable and of low validity. 5) Furthermore/ Consequently , in many cases there are no

independent measures. 6) In other words/However, a “true” answer does not exist.
P ’

» Explanations
1) For example
2) In contrast

3) For instance
4) However

5) Furthermore
6) In other words
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Practice 1

Read the sentences below and think how the meaning changes with the punctuation marks.

1. A. He did not understand the manager’s instruction clearly.
B. He did not understand the manager’s instruction, clearly.
2. A. When I looked into the room, I saw Mary seated at the desk; Jim was at work on
the computer and did not hear me call.
B. When I looked into the room, I saw Mary; seated at the desk; Jim was at work on
the computer and did not hear me call.
3. A. The policeman wants to know who was using the car, when the accident took place
and what happened to the broken car.
B. The policeman wants to know who was using the car when the accident took place

and what happened to the broken car.

Practice 2
Look at the following example and think about what the italicised parts refer .

It is natural for young people to be critical of (1) (1) “their” refers to
their parents at times and to blame (2) them for most of (2) “them” refers to
the misunderstandings between (3) them. (3) “them” refers to

(4) They have always complained, more or less justly, (4) “They” refers to
that (5) their parents are out of touch with modern ways; (5) “their” refers to
that (6) they are possessive and dominant; that (7) they (6) “they” refers to
do not trust (8) their children to deal with crises; that (7) “they” refers to
(9) they talk too much about certain problems and that (8) “their” refers to .

(10) they have no sense of humor, at least in parent- (9) “they” refers to .
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