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UNIT 1

Learming a Foreign Language

T,

w Part | Listening

O Section A Compound Dictation

M .
bmons In this section, you will hear a passage four times. When the passage is

read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea.
When the passage is read for the second and the third times, you are
required to fill in the blanks with the exact missing information. Finally,
when the passage is read for the last time you should check what you

have written.

1 Learning a foreign language was one of the most difficult yet most rewarding
experiences of my life. Although at times, [01]

2 My experience with a foreign language began in junior middle school, when I
took my first English class. I had a kind and patient teacher who often praised all of
the students. [02]
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I eagerly answered all the questions I could, never worrying much about making
mistakes. I was at the top of my class for two years.

3 When I went to senior middle school, I was eager to continue studying English,
however, my experience in senior school was very different from before. [03]

my new teacher quickly punished those who gave incorrect answers. Whenever we
answered incorrectly, she pointed a long stick at us and, shaking it up and down,
shouted, “No! No! No!” It didn’t take me long to [04]

Not only [05]

4 However, that state didn’t last long. When I went to college, I learned that all
students were required to take an English course. Unlike my senior middle school
teacher, my college English teachers were patient and kind, and none of them carried
long, pointed sticks! However, the situation was far from perfect. [06] :

Also, after a few weeks of classes, I noticed there were many students who spoke
much better than I did. [07]

So, once again, although for different reasons, I was afraid to speak. It seemed my
English was going to stay at the same level forever.

5 That was the situation until a couple of years later, [08]

The communication medium was a computer, phone line, and modem. [09]
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learned {10]

6 Online learning is not easier than regular classroom study; [11]

I worked hard to [12]

and to [13]

7 I practiced all the time. I carried a little dictionary with me everywhere I went, as
well as a notebook in which I listed any new words I heard. [14]

Once in a while [15]

But I didn’t feel intimidated by students who spoke faster than I did because I took
all the time I needed to think out my ideas and wrote a reply before posting it on the
screen. Then, [16]

and most importantly, I could “say” anything I wanted to in English. Although I still
made many mistakes and was continually learning, [17]

.

8 Learning a foreign lariguage has been a most trying experience for me, but one
that I wouldn’t trade for anything. Not only did learning another language teach me
the value of hard work, but it also [18]

and my mind was opened to new ways of seeing things. The most wonderful result
of having learned a foreign language was that I could communicate with many more
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people than before. Talking with people is one of my favorite activities, so being
able to speak a new language lets me meet new people, [19]

Now that I speak a foreign language, instead of staring into space when English is
being spoken, I can participate and make friends. [20]

O SectionB Controlled Dictation

. . ¢
bmms In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is

read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea.
When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to write
down what you have just heard. Finally, when the passage is read for
the third time you should check what you have written.

[ % The material is up to the teacher to select. Topic for reference:
Language Learning.)

w Part I Speaking

O Section A Passage Discussion

. . (
DMOBS' Discuss the passage in Section A, Part [ by ansv;ering the following

questions first, using as many of the given useful expressions as
possible.

I. What is the writer’s general experience with foreign language learning?
*Useful Expressions:

]
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