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Forward [

Silk has a long-time relationship with Zhejiang
Province.

In 1977, a piece of ivory carved with the pattern
of a silkworm excavated at the Hemudu Site in
Yuyao, Ningbo. Dating back to about 7,000 years
ago, it is the earliest drawing of a silkworm we
have known. In 1986, six jade objects (three pairs)
were unearthed at Liangzhu Culture Tomb M23 at
Fanshan, Yuhang, Hangzhou, becoming the earliest
and most complete loom parts in China so far. In the
1950s, archaeologists found a batch of silk threads,
belts and fabrics that were made more than 4,200
years ago during their two times’ excavations at
the Qianshanyang Site in Huzhou. Archaeologists
and textile experts agree that they were the earliest
silk works found in the Yangtze River Basin. Those
findings prove that the silkworm raising and silk
making had existed in China’s Yangtze River Basin

during the Neolithic Age, establishing the status of

this region as the place where silk originated.
Afterwards, silkworm raising and silk making
did not stop in Zhejiang Province. Since the
Southern Song Dynasty, the Hangzhou-Jiaxing-
Huzhou Region has been the most important region
of silk making. In the Ming and Qing dynasties,
the central governments set up official silk making
plants in Hangzhou. A number of towns rose to
fame thanks to their excellent products. Zhejiang,
due to its location, is one node of the maritime Silk
Road. During the Three Kingdoms, the Sun Quan
administration hired consultants from Southeast
Asian countries, which laid a foundation for overseas
silk trade. Later on, the Mingzhou Port in the Tang
and Song dynasties, the Hangzhou Port, Wenzhou
Port and Ganpu Port during the Song and Yuan
dynasties as well as the Qingyuan Port during
the Yuan Dynasty saw unprecedented prosperity.

Zhejiang was home to four of seven China’s overseas



trade administrations in the Yuan Dynasty. They
enabled silk products and silk making techniques
from Zhejiang Province and other parts of the
country to spread to the world, facilitating economic
and cultural exchanges between the East and the
West.

Today, the Silk Road with silk as its carrier
has transcended its name’s meaning. It serves as
a symbol of exchanges and cooperation among
different nations and cultures and offers the world
an example of world peace and development. As
a province that has a long history of silk making
and overseas trade, it is Zhejiang’s mission to think
about how to demonstrate and carry forward the
spirit of friendship and cooperation of the ancient

Silk Road, how to renew China’s great contribution

to humanity and how to consolidate the social and
public basis of the Belt and Road initiative. That is
also why we stage the exhibition titled “Silks from
the Silk Road: Origin, Transmission and Exchange”.

Thanks to support from the State Administration
of Cultural Heritage as well as departments
of cultural heritage from many provinces and
autonomous regions, the exhibition presents more
than 140 pieces (sets) of precious collections from 27
organizations of the whole country, that demonstrate
from different perspectives how silk originated in
China and spread from the East to the West as well
as cultural exchanges along the Silk Road. It also
conveys the idea of “civilizations become colourful
through exchanges and diversified through mutual

appreciation”.

Zheng Jiwei

Vice Governor of Zhejiang Province



Foreword 11

China has a long history of silk weaving technique,
characterized by home-raised silkworms, and the
silk culture derived from the technique. There have
long been historic recordings and mythical legends
about the origin of silk in China. The modern
archaeological excavations of the silkworm cocoons,
textile tools and silk fragments of the Neolithic
Age have sufficiently proved in science that as early
as more than 5,000 years ago, sericulture and silk
industry had appeared in China in the East of the
world and become one of the features of the Chinese
civilization.

In the mid-20th century, Soviet Union
archaeologist discovered exquisite Chinese silk
textiles from the tombs of the ancient nomads at
Pazyrik, Altayskiy Autonomous Province at the west
foot of the Altay Mountain. On these products, there
were patterns of phoenix and birds embroidered
with colour silk and wool. The patterns, structure
of fiber, artistic skill, etc., were highly identical with
the silk textiles unearthed from the tombs of the
Chu Kingdom during the Warring States Period.
Similar silk products were also found in the ancient
tombs at Alagou, Toksun County, Turfan, Xinjiang.
This indicates that as early as in the fifth century
B.C., silk products had been spread to the world
from China. Zhang Qian, a Chinese diplomat during
the Emperor Wudi of the Western Han Dynasty

had visited the Western Regions twice and basically
connected the central plain with the Central Asia,
Western Asia and Europe, forming a silk trading
channel that lied across the Eurasia Continent. It
reached at its prime time during the Han, Wei, Sui
and Tang periods. Since then, the Silk Road has
become the most important trading and cultural
exchange channel between the East and West of the
world in ancient time. For more than 1,000 years,
numerous camel caravans of business people came
back and forth along the route, bringing produces
of different areas to all corners of the world. At the
same time, they also helped the spread of the local
region, culture and science, extremely promoting
the exchanges and integration of the Eastern and
Western culture. As the most important carrier of
the Silk Road, the silk products, silkworm-raising
and silk weaving technique originated from China
had been spread to the world through the path
and realized the localization of the silk production
technique, producing great influence on the social,
economic and cultural development of different
countries in the world.

On June 22, 2013, the 38th World Heritage
Convention held in Doha, Qatar, examined inscribed
the “Silk Roads: the Routes Network of Chang’an-
Tianshan Corridor”, jointly nominated by China,

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, on the World Heritage



List. The World Heritage Committee deems that the
Silk Road has been the road of integration, exchange
and dialogue between the East and the West and
has made significant contributions to the common
prosperity of the mankind for nearly 2,000 years. In
recent years, Chinese President Xi Jinping initiated
to build “the New Silk Road Economic Belt” and
“the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road” which has
become the national major strategy to construct “the
Belt and Road” and is of great significance for setting
up a new layout for China’s overall opening-up, and
promoting the peaceful development of different
regions and the world.

The museum shoulders the social responsibility
and obligations of inheriting civilization and
promoting cultural dissemination. Many institutions
of museum, from the aspect of their own mission,
uphold the cultural spirit that crosses time and space,
countries, has lasting charm and owns contemporary
value by means of jointly hosting themed exhibition.
In recent years, a series of exhibitions successfully
revealed the historical changes and magnificent
achievements of the ancient Silk Road, demonstrated
the exchanges, dialogue and integration of the

economic, trading, cultural and social development.

The precious cultural relics, one by one, have vividly
reflected the spirit of the Silk Road of peaceful
cooperation, openness and inclusiveness, mutual
study and mutual benefits.

The exhibition is jointly hosted by the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage and the People’s
Government of Zhejiang Province. It is jointly organized
by the departments of cultural heritage of Zhejiang,
Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Shaanxi, Gansu and Qinghai
provinces and Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.
It collects 140 pieces (sets) of the precious cultural relics
from 27 cultural relics departments of eight provinces
and one autonomous region. Although it is not the
largest themed show in scale with the most exhibits
about the Silk Road in recent years, it focuses on silk,
the most important carrier of the Silk Road, with unique
perspective and complete contents. [t realistically depicts
the origin of silk in China, its spread and the exchanges
of textile culture between the East and the West, and
reflects the significance of ancient cultural and trading
exchanges. Though the time for the exhibition is limited,
with the publication of the research achievements of
the research personnel, such an exhibition of academic
and sodial significance will be spread wider, further and

longer in another form.

Song Xinchao
Deputy Director General of
State Administration of Cultural Heritage
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Heritage Bureau, and support and collaboration



of 26 counterparts from eight province and an
autonomous region, nearly 140 pieces (sets) of
select silk and related exhibits were collected,
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About of the Exhibition

The ancient Silk Road was the most important trade
route and cultural bridge between the East and the
West, connecting China and the rest of the world.
For more than 1,000 years, countless traders and
their camel trains delivered goods and products
among different nations along the route and helped
spread religion and culture as well as science and
technology, promoting cultural exchanges and
integration. Along this route, silk and silkworm
raising as well as silk making that originated in
China spread to other parts of the world. Such
techniques as silk making were localized in countries
along the route, bringing about great influences
on their social and economic development. As
exchanges were deepened, western weaving began
exerting their influence on silk making in China,
with examples being western styles and themes in
traditional Chinese textiles.

In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping put

forward the initiative to build the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road. In 2014, a site proposed by China,
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan called “Silk Roads:
the Routes Network of Chang’an-Tianshan
Corridor” was inscribed on the World Heritage List,
making the ancient Silk Road a common treasure
of the humankind. Today, the Silk Road wins
unprecedented concern of the public, experts and
leaders.

However, as the name and originator of the road,
silk itself hasn’t received enough concern. When was
silk transported on the Silk Road for the first time?
What was the proportion of silk in the trade along
the Silk Road? What was the importance of silk in
the economic activities along the Silk Road? Where
was the silk on the Silk Road produced and even
which country was the origin of the ancient silk?

Numerous questions have puzzled the people who



are studying or describing the Silk Road.

Against the backdrop, based on our research
over the years and cooperation with the cultural
institutions museums along the Silk Road, we
submitted the motion to hold the exhibition “Silks
from the Silk Road: Origin, Transmission and
Exchange”. We hope to illustrate the domestication
of silkworms in China, the origination of silk in
China, the westward spread and the exchanges
and development of silk during the transmission
by means of the unearthed relics in archeological
excavations and the most valuable historical facts. It
exhibits the origin of the Silk Road, the stories about
cultural exchanges along the Silk Road, the spirit of
the Silk Road and the objectives of the Belt and Road
Strategy.

Silks from the Silk Road: Origin, Transmission
and Exchange, an exhibition sponsored by the State

Administration of Cultural Heritage and Zhejiang

Provincial Government, co-sponsored by cultural
heritage bureaus in Zhejiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan,
Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai provinces as well as the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and with the
participation of 27 cultural institutions museums
along the Silk Road, will be held between September
15 and October 15, 2015 in the Hangzhou West
Lake Museum. The exhibition, showcasing nearly
140 pieces (sets) of silk and related items are divided
into four parts, namely Origins in China, Opening
to the World, Integration in Western Regions and
Localization and Diversity, demonstrates how silk
originated in China and spread to other parts of the
world as well as cultural exchanges between the East
and the West through the Silk Road. It was through
such exchanges that the art of silk making improved
and it was thanks to the Silk Road that silk products

became available worldwide.



