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Preface

In the past few decades, as China gradually rose to power and
prosperity and has secured a stable and vital position in the international
society, the understanding of foreign countries, of which those that speak
English constitute the majority, has become a high necessity.

Among the numerous means to fulfill such a grand aim, literature
préves to be the best candidate in that it vividly and artistically records
the real life of the people in a country, people with unique temperament
developling from the country’s special social, cultural, and religious
climate,

As a result, the study of literatures written in English has become
not only a discipline but also a vogue. Consequently, the recent years
have seen voluminous publications of such literary works as well as the
period which gives rise to their emergence and nourishes their growth, i.
e. the history of literature.

In spite of the considerable quantity and remarkable quality of these
works, it should be pointed out, however, that the definition of
literatures written in English has been narrowed to such a scope as to
merely include those of the English and the America, which have been
prevailing for a good many years as the central concern of English
teaching and research in China. Nevertheless, in modern times when the
heat of deconstruction is on the rise, nothing or nobody should maintain
the monopoly of dominance forever. The diversity of literatures should
not only be tolerated but also celebrated.

It is based on such an understanding that we compose this book, a
book which gleans not only English and American literature, but also
takes notice of those of Canada and Australia, which are on the fast track
to prosperity and have demonstrated and exerted their unique share of
influence over the flowering of the world’s literature.

By paralleling and combining the fruitful literary achievements of the

four countries in a single book, we are more than gratified to declare that

_ 1 I



Preface

this book has become the first work, domestically speaking, on the
literary histories of major English-speaking countries, Should the volume
carry any significance or uniqueness, such a daring attempt is
undoubtedly the most noticeable one.

The book doesn’t mean to be academically complicated, nor is it
designed to be all-inclusive. Instead, it is merely a sketch that takes a
glimpse at the major literary trends and literary schools of the four
countries, at the life and literary careers of the well-established writers
along with their major works, the prominent writing features and their
unique artistic contributions. Narrated in chronological order and written
in a plain, natural way, the book will be most valuable to those who are
right at the threshold of the study of literature.

The book took almost two years before it is finally accomplished.
The process of writing was a “pilgrim’s progress” filled with hardships
and challenges, but we managed to overcome them all with the great
expectation of making something newer and better. Here 1 feel most
indebted to Henan People’s Press, whose diligent and earnest work has
contributed immensely to the improvement of the book. Simultaneously,
my gratitude also goes to the co-writers of the book, including my three
colleagues at the School of Foreign Languages of Northeast Normal
University, i. e. Liu Guoqing, Jin Wanfeng and Chen Yanxu, who are
respectively responsible for the sectors of American literature, Australian
literature and Canadian literature. In addition, serveral teachers from the
college of Humanities and Sciences of Northeast Normal University,
particularly Liu Yan, who contributed a single chapter of American
literature on her own,have their due share of dedication to the book and
their effort deserves my appreciation as well.

Despite our utmost endeavor, we understand that there's still,
inevitably much room for improvement. Since the book is always in
pursuit of perfection, any critical views will be sincerely applauded and

highly appreciated.

Z.Li,Ph, D.
February, 2008
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