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The Neo—Confucian scholar Chengzi (1033~1107) said:

Great Learning is a work left by Confucius that is a primer for
cultivating virtue. Even today we can still see the steps to learn-
ing that the ancients took, and all due to the existence of this
book, to which the Analects and the Mencius are secondary. A
student must begin his learning with this, and if he does, he will
never go astray.




Three
General
Headings

The Way of great learning
lies in expressing one’s
clear virtue,

I want to start
over and learn
from you.

And in abiding in perfect goodness.
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From
Abidance
to
Attainment

T

Perfect
goodness

To understand abiding 1 -

allows calmness;

=8P contemplation;

Tranquillity
allows peace;

Calmness allows
tranquillity;

Peace allows
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to approach the Way.

To understand the beginning and end is

To every affair there is a beginning and an end;

(Beginning

To every object there are
roots and branches;
° %

Roots
and
Branches
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The Those of the past who wished to express their clear virtue
Ei ght throughout the land would first govern their states;

Particulars

2 Those who wished to govern
their states would first regulate
their families;

** Those who wished
to regulate their
families would first
cultivate themselves;

Those who wished to cultivate themselves would first
order their minds;




Those who wished to order their minds would first
make their intentions sincere;
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Those who wished to make their inten-
tions sincere would first extend their un-
derstanding;

And the extension of understanding lies in the investigation of things.
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First to Last

Only after things are investigated, can
understanding be extended;

Only after understanding is extended, can
intentions be made sincere;
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Only after intentions are
made sincere, can the
mind be ordered;




Only after the self is cultivated,
can the family be regulated;

Only after the family is regulated,
can the state be governed;
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Self-
Cultivation

From the emperor on down to the common people, everyone
should take self-cultivation as the root,
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For if the roots are in disorder, the
branches cannot be governed.

minister. I'm
sure I cando a
good job.

We should never neglect what
should be emphasized or empha-
size what should be neglected.

Hey, can you
recommend me
for a post as




The Commentaries

The Great Learning was originally a chapter in the Book
of Rites and was not divided into chapters itself. The
Neo-Confucian scholar Zhu Xi (1130-1200), following
Chengzi, divided it into one chapter of text and ten chapters of
commentary.

Zhu Xi said: “The chapter of text is most likely the
words of Confucius, as recorded by Zengzi. The ten chapters

-of commentary, are Zengzi’s interpolations, as recorded by
his own disciples.”
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Expressing

Clear Virtue

Sr*H

. In the Kang Gao
chapter of the Book
of History a passage
referring to King
Wen says: “He was
able to express his
clear virtue.”

In the Da Jia chapter a passage referring
to the sage Tang says: “He contemplated
the clear mandates of Heaven.”

In the Yao Jing chapter a
passage referring to the sage
Yao says: “He was able to ex-
press his excellence.”

A2y,

a4

These passages show
how three sovereigns
expressed their virtue.




